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Fourth Sunday of Advent

Be thoughtful. Be silent. Be reverent, for this is the house of the
Lord. Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let

the Lord speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Pre-service Music

Today’s Focus
It was scandalous when Mary became pregnant by the Holy Spirit’s
power. It troubled Joseph so much that he decided to “put her away
quietly.” The Lord had another plan for Joseph ~ to take Mary as
his wife and name the child Jesus when He was born. This was part
of God’s scandalous plan to bring salvation to humankind through
the birth of a little baby ~ Jesus.

Power Word - Hebrews 13:5
Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what
you have, for He has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

Welcome, Announcements and Greeting

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Candles

Chancel Choir:    “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
“For Unto Us a Child is Born”

Call to Worship
One: Alleluia! The Christ child comes, and we await His birth.
Let’s throw off our distractions and allow the chaos to settle.
Let’s watch for the signs and listen to the messengers.
Stand on tiptoe. Shout aloud and sing. Something new is emerging.
Emmanuel is coming.
All: Come, Lord Jesus (+). Come! Amen.

Confession
We turn to the Lord who is coming and ask Him to bring His light,
to end our dark night of longing. Come, Lord Jesus, break the
chains of warfare and terrorism.
All: The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon.
Come, Lord Jesus, break the chains of poverty and hunger.
All: The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon.
Come, Lord Jesus, break the chains of strife and violence.
All: The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon.
Come, Lord Jesus, break the chains of anxiety and depression.
All: The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon.
Come, Lord Jesus, break the chains of apathy and indifference.
All: The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon.
Come, Lord Jesus, break the chains of sickness, disease and death.
All: The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon.
The Lord has come, is coming, and will come again soon, with
healing in His wings.
All: Amen! Come soon, Lord Jesus.

The Word of God
Isaiah 7:10-17; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

We Sing:                    “Emmanuel” – TCH #243

The Word for Children - Katie

Message:            “Scandal” - Matthew 1:18-25   - Pastor Mark

Prayers
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer

Tithes and Offerings

Holy Communion
Words of Institution and Distribution



Blessing
One: May almighty God, Father, Son (+) and Holy Spirit, bless us
and make us ready for His coming.
All: Amen.

We Sing: “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” – TCH #259 v.1,2,5

One: Lift up your heads. Your salvation is near.
All: Our King is coming soon!

Post-service Music

Prayer is available after the worship service.
Please approach the front of the church.

Pastor Mark Degner
(402) 670-8710 (cell & text)

pastormark@christlutheranblair.org
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation.  If you or someone you know is in

need of a Stephen Minister, please leave a message at 426-2424 for our
Pastor or contact one of our Stephen Leaders at 426-9684 or

402-426-4087.
www.ChristLutheranBlair.org

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ, an association of congregations
and individuals who are:  free in Christ; accountable to one another; rooted in

the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions; working together to fulfill Christ's
Great Commission GO and make disciples of all nations. www.lcmc.net

LIVING THE WORD, SHARING THE SAVIOR

Christ Lutheran Church is a dynamic, Spirit-driven gathering
of believers who generously share Jesus Christ with all people
that they may receive salvation, restoration, new life and
freedom, as they experience the transforming love of Jesus
and become His followers.

“Scandal”  Matthew 1:18-25
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