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Contact us:  

  Phone: 931-486-3737       

  E-mail: office@coslutheran.com           

  Website: www.coslutheran.com  
 

 

We welcome you to our worship service this evening.  In our worship, we gather before our 

almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to be strengthened 

through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  We have a nursery available outside of 

the worship area for children.  There are speakers in that room so that you can hear the 

service.  There are also restrooms in the fellowship area for your convenience.  Thank you for 

joining with us this evening in worship.  

 
 

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Eve                                      December 24, 2022                                      

  
 

A Savior is Born 
 

 

http://www.coslutheran.com/
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THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame: 
“All hail to, thee, thou lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favored maiden!” Gloria! 
 
“For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honor thee; 
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favored maiden!” Gloria!  
 
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 
“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.” 
Most highly favored maiden!” Gloria!  
 
Of her Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
“Most highly favored maiden!” Gloria!  
 

Basque carol arr. by John Leavitt © 2010 John Leavitt. All rights reserved.  
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EXHORTATION AND PRAYER  

 
P: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season it is our duty and delight to  
 hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
 Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
 made known to us – the Christ Child lying in a manger. 
 

      But first, let us pray for people all over the world who would delight with us 
 to know the good news of Jesus Christ, and who would join with us in singing 
 his praises. Let us pray for the people of this city and for all those in our own 
 congregation. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P:  And, because this would please our Lord, let us remember, in his name, the 
 poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those 
 who are sad, the lonely and the unloved, the elderly and the little children. 
 We especially remember all those who do not know the Lord Jesus, or who 
 do not love him, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 

 

C:  Christ, have mercy. 
 

P:  Finally, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us in heaven, 
 who live in greater light than we, that multitude which no one can number, 
 whose hope was in the Word made flesh, who died in faith, and who live 
 before the throne of God and praise him each day in his temple. We confess 
 that we are united with them as we are united with one another. 

 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P:  To sum up all these petitions, let us pray as Christ himself taught us: 
 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
 kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
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ANGEL’S CAROL (Sung by the Choir) 
 
Have you heard the sound of the angel voices 
Ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear? 
Have you seen the star shining out so brightly 
As a sign from God that Christ the Lord is here? 
Have you heard the news that they bring from heaven 
To the humble shepherds who have waited long? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels sing their joyful song.  
 
He is come in peace in the winter’s stillness, 
Like a gentle snowfall in the gentle night; 
He is come in joy like the sun at morning 
Filling all the world with radiance and with light. 
He is come in love as the child of Mary; 
In a simple stable we have seen his birth: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels singing ‘Peace on earth’. 
 
He will bring new light to a world in darkness, 
Like a bright star shining in the skies above; 
He will bring new hope to the waiting nations 
When he comes to reign in purity and love. 
Let the earth rejoice at the Savior’s coming; 
Let the heavens answer with the joyful morn: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels singing ‘Christ is born’. 
 
Words and music by John Rutter ©Oxford University Press 1988 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE                      Luke 2:11-14 

 

The Wait is Over 
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344 WHAT CHILD IS THIS 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–1898, alt. Tune: English, 16th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
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FIRST LESSON: GENESIS 3:8-15       The Christ is the Offspring of the Woman 
 
8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in 
the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees 
of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
 10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was 
naked; so I hid.” 
 11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 
 12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit 
from the tree, and I ate it.” 
 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock 
 and all wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly 
 and you will eat dust 
 all the days of your life. 
15And I will put enmity 
 between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, 
 and you will strike his heel.” 
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327 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent., Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. Tune: 
French, 15th cent., alt Text and tune: Public domain 
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SECOND LESSON: ISAIAH 9:2, 6-7     The Christ Ushers in His Everlasting Kingdom     
 

2 The people walking in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned… 
6 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

    will accomplish this. 
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354 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–1880, alt.; John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 Tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786, alt. Text and tune: 
Public domain 
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THIRD LESSON: ISAIAH 11:1-10   A Branch from the Stem of Jesse     

 

1A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
 from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— 
 the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
 the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 
3and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
 or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
 with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
 with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5Righteousness will be his belt 
 and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

6The wolf will live with the lamb, 
 the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
 and a little child will lead them. 
7The cow will feed with the bear, 
 their young will lie down together, 
 and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
 and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9They will neither harm nor destroy 
 on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations 
will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. 
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345 WHERE SHEPHERDS LATELY KNELT 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929–2021 Text: © 1986 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 712940 Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712940 
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FOURTH LESSON:  LUKE 1:26-35, 38     The Angel Gabriel Visits Mary     
 
 26In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
 29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
this might be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found 
favor with God. 31You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 
will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
 34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God… 
 38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 
Then the angel left her. 

 

333 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
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Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–1893, abr., alt. Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
FIFTH LESSON:  LUKE 2:1-7    The Birth of Jesus 

 
 1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 
the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to their own town to register. 
 4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
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340 AWAY IN A MANGER 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): The Myrtle, Boston, 1884; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, Louisville, 1892, alt. Tune: James R. Murray, 1841–1905 Text 
and tune: Public domain 
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SIXTH LESSON: LUKE 2:8-20     The Shepherds Visit the Manger 

 
 8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in 
a manger.” 
 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has told us about.” 
 16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 
in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
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343 ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–1895, abr., alt. Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–1876 Text and tune: Public domain 
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THE OFFERING 

The members of Christ Our Savior Congregation have joined together to do the 
Lord's work in this community and around the world. This offering is a joyful 
response of faith. We do not want visitors to feel obligated. “Each man should 
give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) An offering box is 
located in the back of the sanctuary. You can also visit coslutheran.com for our 
online giving option. 

     

THE CANDLE LIGHTING 

 
The lighting of candles is to symbolize the coming of Christ as the Light of the 
world. The passing of the flame is to symbolize how we share the peace of 
Christmas with one another. The pastor carries the flame from the Christ candle, 
lighting the candles of the ushers. They in turn, pass the light to the candles of 
the first worshipper in each row. The light is passed along as each person in the 
row tips an unlighted candle toward a lighted one.  Please keep the lit candle 
vertical to avoid dripping wax. 

 

O HOLY NIGHT (Sung by a soloist.) 

 
 

 

http://www.coslutheran.com/
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READING: JOHN 1:1-14     The Word Made Flesh 
 
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He came as a witness 
to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8He himself 
was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
 9The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10He was 
in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive 
him. 12Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God— 13children born not of natural descent, nor 
of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
 

P:  May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into  
  one, fill us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of 
  sins and the hope of eternal life. And the light that has come from God   
  Almighty – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – be upon you and remain  
  with you always. 
 
C:  Amen. 
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337 SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. John F. Young, 1820–1885; Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848 Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 Text and tune: Public 
domain 

 
 
 

Christmas Day Service will be held tomorrow at 10am. 

 
All musical items are printed under: OneLicense.net #A-712940 and Christian Copyright Licensing International #314195. 
Artwork by Ian M. Welch. Copyright 2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com  
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 
Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 
Christ Begins: Text: Luke Reeder b. 1981 Tune: Music: Luke Thompson, b. 1981; Kent Reeder, b. 1986; arr. Marjorie Flanagan, b. 1955. 
Christmas version lyrics by John Dale.  


