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Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Teaching and Reaching People for the Kingdom 

Pastor, Chuck Westra 

Pastor, Isaac Crass 

Congregational Assistant, John Dale 

Preschool Director, Juliana Kock 

Lead Preschool Teacher, Emma Turriff 

 

Contact us:  

  Phone: 931-486-3737       

  E-mail: office@coslutheran.com           

  Website: www.coslutheran.com   

 

Welcome Visitors! We are glad that you have joined us for worship   
    this morning.  We have come into God’s presence to   
    worship him as our Lord and Savior. 
 
 

➢  Restrooms are available outside of the main doors. 
➢   There is a staffed nursery available outside of the worship 

 area  for children 3 and under. 
➢   Please sign the guest register in the fellowship area. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany                   January 29, 2023  

 
 

The Savior’s Sermon—Trust in God’s Strength 

http://www.coslutheran.com/
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SERIES THEME:  
 

The Greek word epiphany means “appearance.” In the first half of this church 
season called Epiphany, we saw Jesus appear on the scene, beginning his ministry. 
He calls his disciples. It is not long before large crowds start following Jesus around 
Galilee. So, in the second half of this season Jesus is going to teach us what it 
means to be one of his followers.  

Jesus does this through the most famous sermon of all time. It is not 
delivered while standing in a pulpit but while sitting on a hill. Elevated above the 
crowd, Jesus’ voice would carry through the air. His followers hung on his every 
word as the Christ talked about living an authentic Christian life. It is called the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

 
THEME OF THE DAY: 

 

Jesus begins the Sermon on the Mount with a series of blessings. “Blessed 
are…” Jesus says, again and again. In the Latin Vulgate, these all begin with the 
word “beati” which translates as “blessed” or “happy.” Thus, this portion of the 
sermon is often called “The Beatitudes.” It had to give Jesus’ listeners pause. For 
what Jesus calls blessed, the world never would. The world praises the strong and 
the self-sufficient. Jesus calls blessed what others would see as weak or stupid. 
But, like any good preacher, Jesus is trying to drive home one crucial point. The 
weaker you are, the more ready you are to rely on God’s strength. The more 
difficult your present circumstances, the likelier you are to yearn for future 
reward.  

All the readings for today teach this truth. We have no real strength or 
wisdom of our own. But we don’t need it. Because God’s strength is enough to 
give the kingdom of heaven to the humble and poor in spirit. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

563 MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 
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INVOCATION 1 
 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS 2 
 
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 

him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 

wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead 

for his mercy. 

 
C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

 ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 
  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 

 your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

 innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 

 You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to 

 his will. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious. His name is worthy of praise! 
 

 
1 The Invocation, which uses the words spoken over us at our baptisms, remind us of who we are (children of God) and 
what we are members of—the church of God on earth. 
2 Publicly confessing sins might seem like a strange practice to those not familiar with it. But to confess our sins is to 
speak the truth about our lives. To confess our sin is to state our agreement with God’s just verdict that we have sinned 
against him and so deserve only death and hell (1 John 1:8-10). The truth of our sinfulness is answered by the truth of 
God’s forgiveness for the sake of the suffering and death of his Son. From the lips of a pastor “called and ordained” as a 
servant of the Word, we hear God himself speaking absolution – that is, the forgiveness of sins. To that forgiveness faith 
says, “Amen,” that is, “Truth.”  
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813 HE WILL HOLD ME FAST 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Matt Merker, b. 1984, alt.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2): Ada Habershon, 1861–1918; (st. 3): Matt Merker, b. 1984 
Tune: Matt Merker, b. 1984 Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain Text (sts. Ref, 3) and tune: © 2013 Getty Music Publishing and Matt 
Merker, admin. MusicServices.org.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 3 

 
P: Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all 

our dangers and needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and 

defend us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C:   Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 
 

FIRST LESSON: ZEPHANIAH 2:3, 3:11-13 4 
 

3Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 
 you who do what he commands. 
Seek righteousness, seek humility; 
 perhaps you will be sheltered 
 on the day of the LORD’s anger… 

11On that day you, Jerusalem, will not be put to shame 
 for all the wrongs you have done to me, 
because I will remove from you 
 your arrogant boasters. 
Never again will you be haughty 
 on my holy hill. 
12But I will leave within you 
 the meek and humble. 

 
3 Our agenda comes from God, as does the mercy and majesty needed to bless it. The phrase “dangers and needs” could 
refer to the troubled times during the fall of the Western Empire, but it certainly applies to these gray and latter days. 
This prayer comes from the Gregorian Sacramentary of the tenth century. 
4 The LORD promises that those who are humble, who trust in his strength rather than their own, will not be put to 
shame.  
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The remnant of Israel 
 will trust in the name of the LORD. 
13They will do no wrong; 
 they will tell no lies. 
A deceitful tongue 
 will not be found in their mouths. 
They will eat and lie down 
 and no one will make them afraid.” 
 

 409 JESUS, REFUGE OF THE WEARY 
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SECOND LESSON: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-31 5  

 26Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many 
of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were 
of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; 
God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28God chose the 
lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to 
nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is because of 
him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that 
is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: “Let 
the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 
 

 
 
 

 
5 Paul points the Corinthians to themselves as an example of how God’s strength is made perfect in weakness.   



9 
 

 
VERSE OF THE DAY 6                                                                                                 Matthew 5:3 
 

P: Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Alleluia.   

 

605 FROM ALL THAT DWELL BELOW THE SKIES 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Köln, 1623 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
6The Verse of the Day, traditionally called the Alleluia (a Latinized form of the Hebrew word meaning “praise the Lord”) 
highlights a text of particular relevance to the theme of the day. 
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GOSPEL LESSON: MATTHEW 5:1-12  
 
 1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. 
His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them. 
 He said: 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, 
  for they will be comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek, 
  for they will inherit the earth. 
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
  for they will be filled. 
7Blessed are the merciful, 
  for they will be shown mercy. 
8Blessed are the pure in heart, 
  for they will see God. 
9Blessed are the peacemakers, 
  for they will be called children of God. 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is 
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you. 
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 407 WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt. Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

SERMON                                                                                      Matthew 5:1-12 
 

 
Jesus preaches the reality of the “blessed” life 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  7 
     
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 2 Cor. 6:18 

   maker of heaven and earth. Is. 51:13 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 1 Cor. 8:6; Jn. 3:18 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Lk. 1:35 
   born of the virgin Mary, Lk. 1:34; 2:7 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, Lk. 23:16 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. Mt. 27:32-61 et al. 

  He descended into hell. 1 Pet. 3:19 

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 1 Cor. 15:4b 
  He ascended into heaven Ac. 2:33-34 

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  Heb. 1:13 
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. Mt. 25:31; 2 Tim. 4:1 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, Mt. 3:16-17 
   the holy Christian Church,  Eph. 5:23 
   the communion of saints, Eph. 4:3-6 
   the forgiveness of sins, Rom. 4:6-8 
   the resurrection of the body, Ecc. 12:7 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 1 Th. 4:17 

 
THANKSGIVING 

 

OFFERING  
 

The members of Christ Our Savior have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and around the world. An offering box is located in the back of the 
sanctuary. We also offer an electronic giving option. If you would like to start giving your 
weekly offering electronically, please go to the App Store or Google Play and search for 
“Vanco Mobile” to download the App for free. You can also go directly to our church 
website and click on the “Online Giving” tab. This offering is a joyful response of our 
faith; so, if you are visiting with us this morning, we do not want you to feel 
obligated. Please stand as the next hymn is introduced. 

 
7 Having heard the Word of God, we confess our faith in his name. The creed is our saying back to God what he has first 
said to us. In the Creed we acclaim the truth of the triune God and his work of salvation accomplished for us in his 
incarnate Son, Jesus Christ (Matthew 10:32,33; Philippians 2:11). 

../Documents/Services/Old/Documents/Services/Documents/Services/Documents/Services/Documents/Services/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Documents/Services/Documents/Services/Documents/Services/Documents/Services/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Documents/Services/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Documents/Services/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/coslutheran.com
../Documents/Services/Old/Documents/Services/Documents/Services/Documents/Services/Documents/Services/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Documents/Services/Documents/Services/Documents/Services/Documents/Services/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Documents/Services/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Documents/Services/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/coslutheran.com


13 
 

400 SWEET THE MOMENTS, RICH IN BLESSING 

 

 

 
Text: alt. Walter Shirley, 1725–1786; James Allen, 1734–1804 Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, Basel, 1745, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 8 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 9 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
 

8 Through the Prayer of the Church we heed Christ’s command to “love one another.” One of the greatest forms of love 
we can show for our neighbor is to pray for them. 
9 The Lord’s Prayer is a prayer given us by Christ himself. Daily the baptized people of God pray. The Lord’s Prayer is both 
a prayer to pray and a model for all our prayers. 
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654 JESUS SINNERS DOES RECEIVE 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756, abr. Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches 
Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1699 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 10 
 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 
 the Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his 
 face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor 
 and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen.     
 

10 As we began the service with the Lord’s name, so we are sent out in his name. Worshippers may make the sign of the 
cross on themselves as they are encouraged to live each day with Baptismal confidence, knowing that they have the 
Lord’s blessing and presence with them. 
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746 I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): Katherine Hankey, 1834–1911, verses, abr., alt.; (Ref): William G. Fischer, 1835–1912, refrain Text and tune: 
Public domain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
Altar Flowers:  
 

The altar flowers are given by the Fowler and Hintz families in celebration of 
Christopher and Caitlyn’s marriage.  

 
 
Scripture Readings for Next Sunday:  

 
Exodus 19:1-8a                1 Peter 2:9-12          Matthew 5:13-20 

 
Serving Their Savior at Christ Our Savior the Week of February 5:    
 
Flowers:  Massey 
Nursery:     8:30am— Jamie and Sawyer Davis           
First Sunday Snacks 2/5: Hintz 
 

 
Calendar of Events at Christ Our Savior: 

 
Sunday Worship      8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
Sunday School, Adult and Teen Bible Study 9:45-10:45 AM  
Thursday Worship     7:00 PM 
Lord’s Supper      1st & 3rd Sundays each month 
Choir Practice      Wednesdays, 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study  2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 10:00AM 
Sunday Night Bible Study    6:00 PM 
Bible 101       6:00 PM (Starts 2/5) 
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Adult Bible Study - What is a Christian? The easy answer for people who trust in 
Christ alone for their salvation is simply, "I am a Christian!" Dig a little deeper, 
however, and many Christians quickly look for a way out of the conversation. After 
all, so many people have so many different ways of living their Christian faith. You 
don't want to say the wrong thing, do you? Who is right? What can we say with 
certainty? This Bible study series dives into the core of Christian faith and living. 
Meant as a follow-up to 10 Lies about God, this series explores 8 Truths about 
Christians by walking through the first eight chapters of Paul's letter to the 
Romans. Join us in the sanctuary during the Bible Study hour.  
 
This week’s truth: Lesson 3 - Christians Understand True Equality 
 
New Bible 101 Class: On February 5th we will begin another round of our Bible 101 
course. This course is a review of the primary teachings of the Bible. It is intended 
for all who might be interested in membership here at Christ Our Savior. It also 
serves as a great review for all members. The class will meet Sundays at 6pm. 
Please speak to a member of the pastoral staff if you are interested.  
 
Thank you: “Thank you so much for thinking of our family these past few months 
of Joe’s illness—and especially during this difficult week of his passing and funeral. 
Your prayers, kind words, and many cards, were very much appreciated in these 
tough times! ‘Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ 1 Corinthians 15:57.” –Barbara Petty 
 
Call Received: Dear members of Christ Our Savior, recently I received a call from 
St. Paul Lutheran Church in Tomah, WI, to serve as one of their pastors. Over the 
coming weeks, I will deliberate between my call at Christ Our Savior and this call 
from the members of St. Paul. I request your input and your prayers. Also, if you 
have any questions about the call process, feel free to ask.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Crass 
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Debt Reduction Drive: As discussed in the open forum on January 15, members of 
Christ Our Savior wish to reduce our overall church debt from $298,000 to zero by 
January 1, 2024. To make a pledge towards this goal, please return the form in 
your church mailbox by Sunday, February 5th. There is a box marked “Debt 
Reduction Pledges” in the sanctuary. When making a donation, please indicate in 
the check memo that is for debt reduction. If you use Vanco online giving, use the 
button titled “Building Fund (Debt Reduction).” Please speak to John Fowler or a 
member of staff if you have any questions.  
 
 

 
All musical items are printed under: OneLicense.net #A-712940 and Christian Copyright Licensing International #314195. 
Artwork by Ian M. Welch. Copyright 2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com  
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 
Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.  
Jesus Refuge of the Weary: Text: tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826–1896, alt.; Girolamo Savonarola, 1452–1498 Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer 

Christen-Schatz, Basel, 1745 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 


