
Great Chapters of the Bible 
 

The Word / The Light / The Lamb 
A Study of John 1 

Introduction:  
Pop Quiz: Quote from memory a verse from John 1. 

In the beginning was…the Word and the Word was with God…. 
The Word….. became flesh 
Look the…..lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 
Nazareth, can…anything good come from there 
“Come and … see 

Context: 
The Author:  What can you tell me about John?  

Brother of James,  fisherman by trade 

One of the “sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17) – 

Wanted the best seat in the kingdom – Mark 10: 35-45 

And what changed all that…He was a disciple whom Jesus loved. 

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons from 178-195 AD, (student of Polycarp (d. 

156AD) who had been a student of John’s in his youth) writes that the 

apostle John, son of Zebedee was the “disciple whom Jesus loved”, who 

reclined next to him at the last supper (13:23).   

The Style:  

Clement of Alexandria (AD200) said, “last of all John, knowing 

that the ‘bodily’ facts had been made clear in the other Gospels, composed a ‘spiritual’ Gospel, urged on by 

the other disciples and inspired by the Spirit.” 

 John’s spiritual Gospel focuses on who Jesus is, on what his miracles reveal about him, on what he 

taught.  He doesn’t often repeat the other Gospel writers, who were already in circulation (85-90AD).  For 

instance, he doesn’t really mention the Maundy Thursday institution of the Lord’s Supper (which the others 

covered in depth) but gives us 5 chapters of Jesus’ teaching in the upper room that important night.   

 His outline has been described as “cyclical”, as he brings up some key phrases and keeps swinging back 

around to them throughout the discourse.  Many of them are brought up in this first chapter: Word … Life 

…Light …Glory …“Today” 



The Introduction of the Testimony of the Apostle John – John 1:1-18  
The Word, the Light, the Life 

Read verses 1-18 with these questions in mind.  Jot down some notes for each 

What is the “Word” (and how do you know)? 

What is the “Life” (and how do you know)? 

What is the “Light” (and how do you know)? 

What is John?  This one will be picked up in the next section – demonstrating John’s cycling on the themes.   
 

What is the “Word”? 

John is often described as the simplest and deepest of the Gospels.  It’s the first thing a Greek student learns 

to translate and yet it is at the heart of so many dogmatic discussions.  Recall your biblical context for this 

term “The Word.”  When John uses this term, he is trusting a solid understanding of this biblical concept.  

What has Scripture already told us about this “Word”?  Give at least 5 answers. 

 The Word of the LORD came to the prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, etc.);  
At the Word of the Lord were the heavens made (Psalm 33);  
The Word does not return empty but accomplishes (Isaiah 55); 
Lamp to my feet and light for my path (Psalm 119:105) 
The Word of God is living and active…sharper than any double-edged sword (Heb. 4:12) 

Now what does John add to this biblical definition of the “Word”?  Give at least 5 answers. 

 In the beginning, so = God, since only God in beginning 
 With God, so = Trinity 
 Word was God, so = God  
 Through him all things made – agrees with Psalm 
 v. 14 – Word became flesh…why – so we can see glory of the LORD –  
 v. 18 - Word communicates God to us. (notice how he introduced it and then came back around to it  
 
What is the “Life”? 

What does an Old Testament ear do with this term “life”?  What pictures spring to mind? 

 Creation – breathes the “breath of life” into dust 
Babies born to those who wouldn’t expect it 
The land between drought and life again and again 
Ezekiel – dry bones – alive 
Nation of Israel exile and back 

Now what does John say about “Life”? 

 Life was light (notice setting up the next thing too – close relationship between light (think Plant) 
and life) – he’ll expand on life later – “I am resurrection and the LIFE” but for now just introduces it. 
 



What is the Light? 

How does the light picture describe Jesus? What details does John use about light to paint it? 

 Light given to men, shining in darkness (otherwise we don’t have light) – need light for life 
 Darkness didn’t get it 
 v. 18 – lets us see God – shows who he is. 
What is John?  Notice the contrasts. 

 Not the light – but witness about it. 
 Word was, John came 
 Word was God, John was a man, sent from God 
 
Explain how this first chapter introducing the terms is such an important introduction for the book.  In other 

words, how does this introduction introduce the book?  What is the Gospel of John going to do? 

No stories yet, but demonstrating who he is, which is what rest of the gospel expands and expounds on.  All 
with a purpose – the life of men.  Read John 20:30-31 to see him bookend his purpose – that you may have 
life in his name. 
So why read it?  Gives life, shines light, is life giving Word – all about JESUS 
 

The “Testimony” of John – Who is John? – John 1:19-28 
John the Baptist answers questions about who he is not. 
 

How do these verses carry through on the purpose of this Gospel?   

By contrast – John is not light, word, truth, life – but witness 
By testimony – Powerful one is coming 

 

Answer the big question on this section:  “So what”?  Apply John’s example to your life.   

 Clearly confess that we are not what it is all about.  It is all about Jesus.  Tempting to want to make 
people think it is about me.   
 
What makes it difficult for you to be like John here? 

 We don’t always see our purpose so clearly – it gets blurred by our wants and all the business of our 
lives – instead of realizing what Scripture says about why we are here – “Make straight the way for the Lord” 
 

The “Testimony” of John – Who is Jesus? – John 1:29-34 
John does his job of testifying to the light. 
  
John the Gospel writer introduces another vivid picture through the mouth of John the Baptizer – the “Lamb 

of God.”  Hear that with 1st century Jewish ears.  What comes to mind?  



 Blood on doorframes - Passover  
Animal sacrifices at Temple 

 Blood of lambs sprinkled for cleansing 
 Abraham sacrificing Isaac and being replaced by substitute 
 

 

 Break down the 4 key points of John’s testimony about Jesus. 

- John testified that the Lamb takes away the sins of the world 

- John’s work was to reveal him to Israel – and it wasn’t his work – but really God’s (I didn’t know 
him) 

- John testified to miracles at Jesus’ baptism 

- John testified that God had told him the sign was the descending Spirit 
 
How is your work like John’s?  How is it different? 

 John was telling them something completely new – people are at least familiar with what we’re saying 
– but same thing – it is all about Jesus and testifying about him and all the reasons God gives to believe. 
 
 

The Testimony Spreads – John 1:35-42 
The Lamb calls followers. 
 
Why did those 2 disciples follow Jesus? 

 Baptizer told them who he was.   
 

Who were the 2 disciples of the Baptizer mentioned here?   

Andrew and probably John – he doesn’t name himself and early Christian comments on this testify that it is 
in fact John, the author of this gospel.  John only refers to himself in his gospel as the disciple and the one 
Jesus loved – he learned from and was loved by Jesus. 
 
John the Gospel writer uses Andrew to introduce a new theme that will wind its way through the Gospel.  

What is packed into the Jewish term “Messiah” (Christ)? 

The anointed one – the one promised 
 
What lessons can we learn from Andrew’s example as this testimony spreads? 

He realized what was important and brought it to his friend and brought his friend. 
 Invite – Why do you think Simon Peter came?  Friendship 
 Overcome obstacles – come with to worship/Bible Study 



 Takes from what he was familiar with and teaches from there 
 Let Jesus do the talking – Jesus calls, but used Andrew to get him there. 
 

Agree/Disagree.  If we just had more “Andrews” we wouldn’t have to go canvassing. 

Canvassing actually creates and trains Andrews.  When we canvass, more likely to bring other people as well. 
We are talking about it – it trains that spirit.  Plus it allows us to make friends with those we wouldn’t 
otherwise know. 
 
 

The Testimony Spreads Some More – John 1:43-51 
Phillip and Nathanael see the light. 
 
Go back to the introduction (v. 1-18).  What picture do we see playing out here?   

Light giving life (born of God – not human decision) 
Light shining in darkness.  Darkness not understanding it.  Light giving life to those who believe in his name.  
 
What does Jesus say about himself in verse 51? 

He is the Son of Man – Daniel picture of one who was God and yet human.  He is way to see heaven.  
Angels ascending and descending on him – Jacob’s ladder… 

 

Conclusion 
As John said, “These words are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ and by believing have life 

in his name.”  How does this first chapter of John accomplish this?   

Shows who Jesus is – what is important about him – See next question 
 

Rapid fire:  What 5 key concepts about Jesus (that John will develop more fully in the rest of his Gospel) are 

introduced in John 1. 

lamb, Word, light, life, Christ 
 

What makes this a “Great Chapter of the Bible”? 

− Definition of Jesus for us 
Why is it of vital importance for our Christian lives? 

− Simple truths we need to grow in and learn to understand more and better each day – since it is all 
about a relationship with this One defined here 


