CHRIST OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

TEACHING AND REACHING PEOPLE FOR THE KINGDOM

Pastor: Isaac Crass
Staff Minister: John Dale
Preschool Director: Juliana Kock

Contact us:
Phone: 931-486-3737
Email: office@coslutheran.com
Website: www.coslutheran.com

WELCOME VISITORS! We are glad that you have joined us for worship this

morning. We have come into God'’s presence to worship
him as our Lord and Savior.

% Restrooms are located to the right of the main doors.

% There is a staffed nursery available outside of the worship area for children
under 3.

% There is a private area for nursing mothers located in the main preschool
classroom.

% Coffee and drinks are available after the service.

% Please sign the guest register in the fellowship area.
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UNEXPECTED TRUTHS—FORGIVENESS IS FOR MEE
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SERIES THEME:

The opening lines of the United States Declaration of Independence boldly assert
that certain truths are “self-evident”—truths accessible to human reason and widely
recognized by observation of the world. Among these are that all people are created
equal and possess unalienable rights such as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
The founders appealed to principles they believed reasonable people could recognize
simply by reflecting on human nature and justice. These truths were meant to be obvious,
clear to the mind, and persuasive in the public square.

Lutherans, however, note that the most important truths revealed in the Bible are
not self-evident at all. In fact, they frequently appear surprising or even contrary to
human expectations. Scripture teaches that humanity is not naturally good but deeply
sinful. It declares that salvation cannot be achieved through human effort but comes
entirely by God’'s grace. Most unexpected of all is the message that God brings
forgiveness and eternal life through the suffering and death of Jesus Christ.

Biblical truth is revealed by God rather than discovered by reason alone. While
some truths may seem obvious to human judgment, the truths of the Bible are often
unexpected.

THEME OF THE DAY:

Forgiveness does not come naturally to human beings. It is expected that humans
will defend themselves, lash out when attacked, hold grudges, and bite back. So, when
human beings hear that they are forgiven, they may even be suspicious or skeptical.

Jesus tells a parable that contrasts the forgiveness of God with our own unforgiving
sinful nature. God forgives our huge debt. Who can comprehend such unexpected
mercy? Certainly not unmerciful servants, who refuse to forgive small debts. Have mercy
on us, Lord, and teach us to forgive like you!



SERVICE OF THE WORD

579 His MERCY IS MORE
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MEDITATION ON THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS''

P:  Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Y

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:
C: Godis light; in him there is no darkness at all.

Y

If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness,
C: welie and do not live by the truth.

P:  If we claim to be without sin,

C: we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. | John 1:5-8
CONFESSION *

P:  Let ustherefore confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.

C: Father, | have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called
your child. Yet in mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my
guilt. For his sake, O God, be merciful to me, asinner, and in the joy of your
Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days.

*"The Ministry of the Keys is the special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth (John 20), to forgive the
sins of penitent sinners but to refuse forgiveness to the impenitent as long as they do not repent." Martin Luther wrote
these words to expound on the clear teaching of Scripture. In this service we meditate on the forgiveness God has won
for us, and the new life we have as a result.

> “When you feel in your conscience that you are guilty, be careful not to contend with either God or men in an effort to
defend or excuse your sin. Rather, do this: When God points his spear at you, do not flee from him; on the contrary, flee
to him with a humble confession of guilt and a plea for pardon.”- Martin Luther
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Silence for personal examination and confession.

ABSOLUTION 3

P:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Thanks be to God. Amen.

624 PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY
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3 God is gracious and merciful. He forgives us for Christ’s sake. This assures us that we can receive the rest of his gifts
through the service and return thanks for those gifts, having been set free from the burden of sin.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 4

P: Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins and
abundantly provide for all our needs of body and soul. Give us confidence in
your mercy, and teach us also to be merciful to our neighbor, that we willingly
forgive all people, and judging only ourselves, lead blessed lives to your glory;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

THE WORD OF GOD

FIRST LESSON: GENESIS 50:15-21°

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "“What if
Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?”
S0 they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he
died: *'This is what you are to say to Joseph: | ask you to forgive your brothers the

4 “Forgive us...as we forgive,...” Jesus teaches in the Lord’s Prayer. It is God's forgiveness that moves us to forgive. It is
our forgiveness that shows gratitude and a reflection of God’s grace in us. This prayer is a shortened form of one by Veit
Dietrich (1506-1549), a housemate of Luther, a student in Wittenberg, and a theologian and reformer in the imperial city
of Nuremburg.

5 Joseph was quick to forgive his brothers.



sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.” Now please forgive
the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to
him, Joseph wept.

®His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are
your slaves,” they said.

9But Joseph said to them, “"Don’t be afraid. Am | in the place of God? *°You
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being
done, the saving of many lives. 2*So then, don't be afraid. | will provide for you and
your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.
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The sun comes up, it's a new day dawn - ing;
2 You’re rich in love, and youre slow to an - ger. Your
3 And on that day when my strength is fail - ing, the

® This hymn is based on Psalm 103. The church sings Psalm 103 in services that emphasize Jesus forgiving our sins and
giving us confidence and strength against the devil and the world. It begins in the same way as Psalm 104, and the two of
them are among the most comforting psalms in the Psalter.
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let me be sing-ing when the eve-ning comes.
ten thou-sand rea-sons for my heart to find.
ten thou-sand years and then for - ev - er - more.

SECOND LESSON: EPHESIANS 4:29-5:2 7

29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those
who listen. 3°And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed
for the day of redemption. 3'Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and
slander, along with every form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

Follow God's example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and walk in the
way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering
and sacrifice to God.

7Kindness, compassion, and forgiveness are marks of God’s Church.
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VERSE OF THE DAY 8

COLOSSIANS 3:13

P:  Alleluia. Bear with each other and forgive one another. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you. Alleluia.

624 PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY
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GOSPEL LESSON: MATTHEW 18:21-35°

21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall | forgive
my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”

22Jesus answered, "l tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle
accounts with his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten
thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the

8The Verse of the Day, traditionally called the Alleluia (a Latinized form of the Hebrew word meaning “praise the Lord")
highlights a text of particular relevance to the theme of the day.
9The ability to forgive others comes from the Spirit enabling us to understand how much God has forgiven us.
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master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to
repay the debt.

26"At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he
begged, ‘and | will pay back everything.” ?’The servant’s master took pity on him,
canceled the debt and let him go.

28"Buyt when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who
owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay
back what you owe me!" he demanded.

29"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, '‘Be patient with me,
and | will pay it back.’

3°"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison
until he could pay the debt. 3*When the other servants saw what had happened,
they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.

32"Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,” he said, 'l
canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn’t you have had
mercy on your fellow servant just as | had on you?’ 34In anger his master handed him
over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.

35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive
your brother or sister from your heart.”

1] Hlmnmm”
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SERMON ™ 2 CORINTHIANS 4:5-12

Clay Jars

5For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves
as your servants for Jesus’' sake. ®For God, who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge
of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.

’But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power
is from God and not from us. 8We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but
not destroyed. **We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. **For we who are alive are always
being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our
mortal body. *2So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.

Guest Preacher: Pastor Bill Natsis

* The Sermon is the Word of God, proclaiming the living voice of the Gospel to God's people. The preacher is the
appointed representative who illuminates the Scripture for the congregation and applies it to our contemporary
situation. He is neither lecturer nor entertainer, but a link through whom the Holy Spirit brings law and gospel to bear
upon the hearts and minds of the worshiper and enlivens their faith and life.
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APOSTLES’ CREED "

| believe in God, the Father almighty, 2 Cor. 6:18
maker of heaven and earth. Is. 51:13
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 1 Cor. 8:6; Jn. 3:18
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Lk. 1:35
born of the virgin Mary, Lk. 1:34; 2:7
suffered under Pontius Pilate, Lk. 23:16
was crucified, died, and was buried. Mt. 27:32-61 et al.
He descended into hell. 1 Pet. 3:19
The third day he rose again from the dead. 1 Cor. 15:4b
He ascended into heaven Ac. 2:33-34
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. Heb. 1:13
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. Mt. 25:31; 2 Tim. 4:1
| believe in the Holy Spirit, Mt. 3:16-17
the holy Christian Church, Eph. 5:23
the communion of saints, Eph. 4:3-6
the forgiveness of sins, Rom. 4:6-8
the resurrection of the body, Ecc. 12:7
and the life everlasting. Amen. 1Th. 4:17
THANKSGIVING
OFFERING

The members of Christ Our Savior have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this
community and around the world. An offering box is located in the back of the
sanctuary. We also offer an electronic giving option. If you would like to start giving
your weekly offering electronically, please go to the App Store or Google Play and
search for "Vanco Mobile” to download the App for free or use this QR Code:

% This offering is a joyful response of our faith; so, if you are visiting with us this
mY¥&E morning, we do not want you to feel obligated. Please stand for the next
hymn.

** Having heard the Word of God, we confess our faith in his name. The creed is our saying back to God what he has first
said to us. In the Creed we acclaim the truth of the triune God and his work of salvation accomplished for us in hisincarnate
Son, Jesus Christ (Matthew 10:32,33; Philippians 2:11).
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH *

LORD’S PRAYER 3

C:  OurFather, who artin heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

*>Through the Prayer of the Church we heed Christ’'s command to “love one another.” One of the greatest forms of love
we can show for our neighbor is to pray for them.

3The Lord’s Prayer is a prayer given us by Christ himself. Daily the baptized people of God pray. The Lord’s Prayer is both
a prayer to pray and a model for all our prayers.
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THE LORD’S BLESSING "
P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve
the Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor
and give you peace.

0

Amen.

929 MAY THE PEACE OF GOD

N 44
Aun
Lot \
SV A .
D)) + o & ~_
1 May the peace of God our heav’n-ly Fa - ther,
2 May this peace which pass - es un - der - stand - ing,
N« 4t
o LLTT
o — :
ANS Y . A
) J ;:’ L g .
and the grace of Christ the ris - en Son,
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* As we began the service with the Lord’s name, so we are sent out in his name. Worshippers may make the sign of the
cross on themselves as they are encouraged to live each day with Baptismal confidence, knowing that they have the
Lord’s blessing and presence with them.
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Christ e ter - nal, the King of kings.

Christ Our Savior thanks retired pastor, Bill Natsis, for his message from God's Word
today. Pastor Natsis is also a member of Christ Our Savior along with his wife, Cynthia.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALTAR FLOWERS:

The altar flowers are given by Steve Rice in memory of Robert and Marjorie.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY:

Jonah 3:10-4:11 Romans 9:6-16 Matthew 20:1-16

SERVING THEIR SAVIOR AT CHRIST OUR SAVIOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 20:

Flowers: R. Hintz

Nursery: 8:30am—Jamie and Sawyer Davis
11:00am—Ron and Joan Weninger

Ushers:  8:30am—Terry Kardatzke and Tim Lenart
11:00am—Sam Janda and Dean Vogus

Landscaping: Ben Tonak (9/12 — 9/25)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT CHRIST OUR SAVIOR:

Sunday Worship 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM
Sunday School, Adult and Teen Bible Study 9:45-10:45 AM
Lord’s Supper 1%t and 3 Sundays
Youth Confirmation Sundays, 6 PM
Sunday Night Bible Study Sundays, 6 PM (begins 9/20)
Bible 101 Tuesdays, 6:30 PM (begins 9/22)
Choir Wednesdays, 7:00 PM
Ladies Bible Study 2" & 4% Wednesdays, 10:00 AM
Iron Sharpens Iron (Men’s group) 2"d Saturday of each month, 8:30 AM
Fall Festival/Trunk or Treat October 24, 4-8 PM

s

a2

T Want to hear more from us? Use this QR code to sign up for our weekly

g devotion and newsletter.
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Adult Bible Study: The Christian church can sometimes look like a mess. That has
always been true. Paul’s inspired first epistle to the Corinthian church is a very
practical book of the Bible. The problems and difficulties of the Corinthian
congregation are in many instances the same as we experience today. The apostle
deals withthem all in light of the cross and the atoning work of Christ. Join us during
the Bible study hour (9:45am) on Sunday mornings as we study 1 Corinthians to
approach the practical matters of Christian living.

Bible 101 Class: We are starting another round of our Bible 101 course on Tuesday,
September 22 at 6:30 pm. This 12-week course is a review of the primary teachings
of the Bible. It is intended for all who want to learn more about the Bible. It serves
as our membership class at Christ Our Savior, as well as a great review for all
members. Please let a member of the pastoral staff know if you are interested in
attending.

Fall Festival & Trunk-or-Treat: Everyone is welcome to the fellowship and fun at
the Fall Festival on Saturday, October 24™ from 4pm-8pm here at church. There will
be food, a chili cookoff, games, and pumpkin contests from 4pm-6pm. Trunk-or-
Treat for the entire community will be in the parking lot starting at 6pm. Please sign
up on the bulletin board in the fellowship area if you plan to bring food and/or
decorate a trunk.

Choir: Now is a great time to join the Christ Our Savior adult choir. Last week we
began practicing our new songs for 2026. We plan to meet every Wednesday at 7pm
for practice. Contact Sarah Lacy (4petes8keke@gmail.com) or John Dale
(john.dale@coslutheran.com) if you have any questions.

Sunday Night Bible Study: Beginning September 20%", the Sunday night men’s and
women's bible classes will be studying the books of 1 & 2 Samuel. We meet in the
Sunday School classrooms at 6pm. All are welcome. Please sign up on the bulletin
board if you plan to attend.
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LWMS Rally: The Southern Hills Circuit of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary
Society will meet on October 3 from 8-3 at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in
Martinez, GA. Please see the bulletin board for more information.

All musical items are printed under: OneLicense.net #A-712940 and Christian Copyright Licensing International #314195.
Artwork by lan M. Welch. Copyright 2015 lan M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM
Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

579: Text: Matt Papa, b. 1983; Matt Boswell, b. 1979 Tune: Matt Papa, b. 1983; Matt Boswell, b. 1979 Text and tune: © 2016
Getty Music Songs, Messenger Hymns, and Love Your Enemies Publishing, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission:
Onelicense no. 712940

624: Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-
Buchs, Stralsund, 1665, alt Text and tune: Public domain

607: Text: Matt Redman, b. 1974; Jonas Myrin, b. 1982 Tune: Matt Redman, b. 1974; Jonas Myrin, b. 1982 Text and tune: ©
2011 Thankyou Music [ Atlas Mountain Songs / Worship Together Songs [ sixsteps Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com.
Used by permission: ccli no. 314195

697: Text: Edward Osler, 1789-1863, alt. Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 Text and tune: Public domain

748: Text: Henry Bateman, 1802-1872 Tune: adapt. William Bradbury, 1816-1868; Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second,
Harrisburg, 1813, ed. John Wyeth Text and tune: Public domain

623: Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748, abr., alt. Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731—1776 Text and tune: Public domain

929: Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 Text and tune: ©
2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712940
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