CHRIST OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

TEACHING AND REACHING PEOPLE FOR THE KINGDOM

Pastor: Chuck Westra

Pastor: Isaac Crass

Staff Minister: John Dale

Preschool Director: Juliana Kock

Lead Preschool Teacher: Emma Turriff

Contact us:
Phone: 931-486-3737
Email: office@coslutheran.com
Website: www.coslutheran.com

WELCOME VISITORS! We are glad that you have joined us for worship this

morning. We have come into God’s presence to worship
him as our Lord and Savior.

% Restrooms are located to the right of the main doors.

% There is a staffed nursery available outside of the worship area for children
under 3.

% There is a private area for nursing mothers located in the main preschool
classroom.

% Coffee and drinks are available after the service.

% Please sign the guest register in the fellowship area.

5™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST JuLY 13,2025

UNDIVIDED ATTENTION—ON A NEIGHBOR IN NEED




SERIES THEME:

We live in a world where a thousand things are competing for our attention.
There is the real danger that we focus on the frivolous and ignore the indispensable.
As aresult, we often talk about the importance of being “free from distraction.” But
the stakes are higher than that. We need to be freed from distraction. We need the
spiritual power to give our undivided attention to that which truly makes a
difference, not only here and now, but also in eternity. A life focused on all the right
things is only possible because of a Savior who is always focused on us. On the Day
of Pentecost, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to give his followers power and focus. Still
today, through his Word, Jesus grants those gifts to his disciples.

We have come to the second half of the Church Year. In the first half, we
focused on the life of Christ. In this second half, we turn our attention to all the
teachings of Christ. May we give them our undivided attention.

THEME OF THE DAY:

We tend to think of distraction and focus as opposites. If someone is focused,
they are not easily distracted by random events and encounters. If someone is
focused, every decision about how to spend time and resources is calculated. Apart
from Christ that type of focus spells disaster for our neighbor. We may dismiss the
needs of our neighbor thinking, “If | spend time helping him, that will distract me
from other things that need my attention.” This week, Jesus teachers us that he has
set us free to live a life of such distraction. No matter the neighbor and no matter
his need, we are free to give him our undivided attention, even if that seems
senseless. Christ has set us free to bear any cost and go any distance to serve a
neighbor as Christ himself would serve them.



SERVICE OF THE WORD
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Text: tr. Carl Déving, 1867—1937, alt.; Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783—-1872, abr. Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887 Text and
tune: Public domain

MEDITATION ON THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS'

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.

If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness,
we lie and do not live by the truth.

If we claim to be without sin,
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. | John 1:5-8

Let us therefore confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.

in

The Ministry of the Keys is the special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth (John 20), to forgive the

sins of penitent sinners but to refuse forgiveness to the impenitent as long as they do not repent." Martin Luther wrote
these words to expound on the clear teaching of Scripture. In this service we meditate on the forgiveness God has won
for us, and the new life we have as a result.
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CONFESSION 2

C:  Father, | have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called
your child. Yet in mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my
guilt. For his sake, O God, be merciful to me, asinner, and in the joy of your
Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days.

Silence for personal examination and confession.

ABSOLUTION 3

P:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Thanks be to God. Amen.

579 His MERCY Is MORE
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> “When you feel in your conscience that you are guilty, be careful not to contend with either God or men in an effort to
defend or excuse your sin. Rather, do this: When God points his spear at you, do not flee from him; on the contrary, flee
to him with a humble confession of guilt and a plea for pardon.”- Martin Luther

3 God is gracious and merciful. He forgives us for Christ’s sake. This assures us that we can receive the rest of his gifts
through the service and return thanks for those gifts, having been set free from the burden of sin.
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Text: Matt Papa, b. 1983; Matt Boswell, b. 1979 Tune: Matt Papa, b. 1983; Matt Boswell, b. 1979 Text and tune: © 2016 Getty

Music Songs, Messenger Hymns, and Love Your Enemies Publishing, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission:
Onelicense no. 712940

BAPTISMS OF RHYLYNN GRACE WALLENBURG &

AARON ELIAS JACOB WALLENBURG (11:00 SERVICE)



PRAYER OF THE DAY 4

P:  God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love
you with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need,
and keep us safe in your care; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

THE WORD OF GOD

FIRST LESSON: RUTH 1:1-19A >

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a man
from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a
while in the country of Moab. 2The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife's name was
Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were
Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there.

3Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons.
4They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they
had lived there about ten years, Sboth Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was
left without her two sons and her husband.

®When Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people
by providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home
from there. 7With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been
living and set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah.

“ Every good thing, including our justification, comes from God. His goodness to us is the source of our love for him and
the substance of the true faith. This prayer comes from the Gelasian Sacramentary (c.750 A.D.)

5The LORD moves a Moabite woman named Ruth to care for her widowed mother-in-law, even though it meant leaving
her people, her country, and her way of life behind.
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8Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “*Go back, each of you, to your
mother’s home. May the LORD show you kindness, as you have shown kindness to
your dead husbands and to me. SMay the LORD grant that each of you will find rest
in the home of another husband.”

Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud *°and said to her, *“We will
go back with you to your people.”

But Naomi said, "Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with
me? Am | going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? *?Return
home, my daughters; | am too old to have another husband. Even if | thought there
was still hope for me—even if | had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons—
Bwould you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No,
my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD’s hand has
turned against me!”

At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law
goodbye, but Ruth clung to her.

5*Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her
gods. Go back with her.”

8Byt Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you.
Where you go | will go, and where you stay | will stay. Your people will be my people
and your God my God. ¥Where you die | will die, and there | will be buried. May the
LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.”
BWhen Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped
urging her.

9S0 the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem.




PSALM 25 To You | LIFT My SouL ® (A small group will sing the opening refrain and
the verses. The congregation joins in the following refrains.)
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LORD, let me know your ways.

Teach me the things of the kingdom.
Guide me, O LORD, in your truth,

for you are my Savior, my God. Refrain

2 Godis good and faithful,
guiding those who stray,
leading the humble to justice
and teaching the humble the way. Refrain

®The Church sings Psalm 25 in services that encourage a Christian life of repentance and faith. In Hebrew, this psalmis an
alphabet acrostic, offering petitions and praise from A to Z, with the last verse extending beyond the end of the alphabet.
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3 Precious, precious, to God
is the friendship of the faithful.
God is steadfast in love
to those who follow the way. Refrain

Text: adapt. Francis Patrick O'Brien Tune: Francis Patrick O'Brien Text and tune: © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by
permission: OneLicense no. 712940

SECOND LESSON: GALATIANS 5:1,13-25 7

1t is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery...

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. *4For the
entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” %If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by
each other.

%S0 | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
7For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary
to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever
you want. *®But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

¥9The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and
debauchery; *idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish
ambition, dissensions, factions 2*and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn
you, as | did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

2Byt the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 2gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is
no law. 24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires. 25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

’Those who have been set free from the law by Christ naturally bear fruit that benefits their neighbor.
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VERSE OF THE DAY 8 1JOHN 4:11

P:  Alleluia. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. Alleluia.

606 ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, abr., alt. Tune: adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867; Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827 Text
and tune: Public domain

8The Verse of the Day, traditionally called the Alleluia (a Latinized form of the Hebrew word meaning “praise the Lord")
highlights a text of particular relevance to the theme of the day.
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GOSPEL LESSON: LUKE 10:25-37

250n one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he
asked, “what must | do to inherit eternal life?”

26"\What is written in the Law?” he replied. *How do you read it?”

?’He answered, " ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself."”

28"You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “*Do this and you will live.”

29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my
neighbor?”

3°In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when
he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went
away, leaving him half dead. 3*A priest happened to be going down the same road,
and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when
he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan,
as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on
him. 3*He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he
put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35The
next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’
he said, ‘and when | return, | will reimburse you for any extra expense you may
have.’

3*Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into
the hands of robbers?”

3The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “"Go and do likewise.”

s 4
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Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818-188g, alt. Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 18111887 Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON ?

Love Your Neighbor

I. Look honestly
Il. Follow carefully

LUKE 10:25-37

9The Sermon is the Word of God, proclaiming the living voice of the Gospel to God's people. The preacher is the appointed
representative who illuminates the Scripture for the congregation and applies it to our contemporary situation. He is
neither lecturer nor entertainer, but a link through whom the Holy Spirit brings law and gospel to bear upon the hearts

and minds of the worshiper and enlivens their faith and life.
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APOSTLES’ CREED '°

| believe in God, the Father almighty, 2 Cor. 6:18
maker of heaven and earth. Is. 51:13
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 1 Cor. 8:6; Jn. 3:18
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Lk. 1:35
born of the virgin Mary, Lk. 1:34; 2:7
suffered under Pontius Pilate, Lk. 23:16
was crucified, died, and was buried. Mt. 27:32-61 et al.
He descended into hell. 1 Pet. 3:19
The third day he rose again from the dead. 1 Cor. 15:4b
He ascended into heaven Ac. 2:33-34
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. Heb. 1:13
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. Mt. 25:31; 2 Tim. 4:1
| believe in the Holy Spirit, Mt. 3:16-17
the holy Christian Church, Eph. 5:23
the communion of saints, Eph. 4:3-6
the forgiveness of sins, Rom. 4:6-8
the resurrection of the body, Ecc. 12:7
and the life everlasting. Amen. 1Th. 4:17
THANKSGIVING
OFFERING

The members of Christ Our Savior have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this
community and around the world. An offering box is located in the back of the
sanctuary. We also offer an electronic giving option. If you would like to start giving
your weekly offering electronically, please go to the App Store or Google Play and
search for "Vanco Mobile” to download the App for free or use this QR Code:

% This offering is a joyful response of our faith; so, if you are visiting with us this
mY¥&E morning, we do not want you to feel obligated. Please stand for the next
hymn.

** Having heard the Word of God, we confess our faith in his name. The creed is our saying back to God what he has first
said to us. In the Creed we acclaim the truth of the triune God and his work of salvation accomplished for us in hisincarnate
Son, Jesus Christ (Matthew 10:32,33; Philippians 2:11).
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BROTHERS, SISTERS, LET US GLADLY
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Text: Henry Bateman, 1802-1872 Tune: adapt. William Bradbury, 1816—1868; Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second,
Harrisburg, 1813, ed. John Wyeth Text and tune: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH "

LORD’S PRAYER "

C:  OurFather, who artin heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

“*Through the Prayer of the Church we heed Christ's command to “love one another.” One of the greatest forms of love
we can show for our neighbor is to pray for them.
The Lord's Prayer is a prayer given us by Christ himself. Daily the baptized people of God pray. The Lord’s Prayer is both
a prayer to pray and a model for all our prayers.
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726 LOVE IN CHRIST IS STRONG AND LIVING
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Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, b. 1934 Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, b. 1932 Text and tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by

permission: OneLicense no. 712940

THE LORD’S BLESSING 3

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve
the Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor
and give you peace.

C:  Amen.

3 As we began the service with the Lord’s name, so we are sent out in his name. Worshippers may make the sign of the
cross on themselves as they are encouraged to live each day with Baptismal confidence, knowing that they have the
Lord’s blessing and presence with them.



929 MAY THE PEACE OF GOD
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALTAR FLOWERS:

The altar flowers are given by the Peterson family in memory of David.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY:

Genesis 18:1-14 Colossians 1:1-14 Luke 10:38-42

SERVING THEIR SAVIOR AT CHRIST OUR SAVIOR THE WEEK OF JULY 20:

Flowers: Massey

Nursery: 8:30am—Aleia and Noelle Peterson
11:00am—Lisa Seltz and Sophie Pfund

Ushers:  8:30am—Matthew Turner
11:00am—Sam Janda/Dean Vogus

Landscaping: Ben Tonak (7/12-25)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT CHRIST OUR SAVIOR:

Sunday Worship 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM
Sunday School, Adult and Teen Bible Study 9:45-10:45 AM

Lord’s Supper 1%t and 3 Sundays
Canvassing Wednesdays, 6:00 PM
VBS July 14-17

ki Want to hear more from us? Use this QR code to sign up for our weekly
“thg: devotion and newsletter.
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Adult Bible Study: Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:45 in the sanctuary as we dive
into the study of Christian apologetics. Apologetics is narrowly defined as
“defending the Christian faith by reason with gentleness and respect.” The
objective of apologetics is to use every bit of knowledge available as we engage
skeptics with the goal of proclaiming Christ crucified. Think of apologetics as a
ministry of caring; we care about skeptics and their thoughts! This week’s lesson is
"How would a scientist look at the evidence.”

Church Retreat: Save the date. Everyone is invited to take part in the upcoming
church retreat this September at Horton Haven in Lewisburg, TN from Friday, 9/12
to Sunday, 9/14. This will be a time for everyone to enjoy some time to relaxin God'’s
Word along with recreation and fellowship. Registration will open soon. Please see
your elder for details or if you have questions.

Canvassing on Tuesday, 7/15: There’s a slight schedule change this week as we'll
plan to meet at the church onTuesday night, 7/15 @ 6 PM, for canvassing. We would
love to have many involved in our attempts to reach those who don’t know Christ
with the life-saving message of the gospel. If you are unsure, please note you will
partner with an experienced canvasser and receive “on the job” training. Please
consider giving canvassing a try!
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