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Ø Sermon Recap:  
o We are going through a series  “I am Legend” and we are addressing the question of our role as 

Christians in shaping the city.  
o Jeremiah 29:4-7: “Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you 

into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper." 
1. BUILD: Engage in the social political and economic development of this city. 
2. PLANT: Settle Down, Get Rooted. (Think Globally But Start Locally) 
3. INCREASE: Have Children (Look After Children) 
4. SEEK PEACE: Be An Activist For Peace. 
5. PRAY: Intercede On Behalf Of The Country It's People And It's Leadership. 

IF KAMPALA PROSPERS, I PROSPER. 
 

(Interview With Amos Kiyingi; Uganda Unites) 
A. Who is Uganda unites? 

a. Vision  
b. Mission 

B. Future Leaders Conference 
a. Peace Clubs 
b. Champions For Change 
c. Peace Caravans 

 
 
Today I want us to unpack what it means to engage and to understand the challenges in the space God 
is calling us to engage in.  
 
READ Esther 3:1-14 (NLT) 

Some time later King Xerxes promoted Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite over all the 
other nobles, making him the most powerful official in the empire. 2 All the king’s officials 
would bow down before Haman to show him respect whenever he passed by, for so the king 
had commanded. But Mordecai refused to bow down or show him respect. 3 Then the palace 
officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why are you disobeying the king’s command?” 
4 They spoke to him day after day, but still he refused to comply with the order. So they spoke 
to Haman about this to see if he would tolerate Mordecai’s conduct, since Mordecai had told 
them he was a Jew. 5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not bow down or show him 
respect, he was filled with rage. 6 He had learned of Mordecai’s nationality, so he decided it 
was not enough to lay hands on Mordecai alone. Instead, he looked for a way to destroy all the 
Jews throughout the entire empire of Xerxes. 7 So in the month of April,[a] during the twelfth 
year of King Xerxes’ reign, lots were cast in Haman’s presence (the lots were called purim) to 
determine the best day and month to take action. And the day selected was March 7, nearly a 
year later.[b] 8 Then Haman approached King Xerxes and said, “There is a certain race of 
people scattered through all the provinces of your empire who keep themselves separate from 
everyone else. Their laws are different from those of any other people, and they refuse to obey 
the laws of the king. So it is not in the king’s interest to let them live. 9 If it please the king, 
issue a decree that they be destroyed, and I will give 10,000 large sacks[c] of silver to the 
government administrators to be deposited in the royal treasury.” 10 The king agreed, 
confirming his decision by removing his signet ring from his finger and giving it to Haman son 
of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 11 The king said, “The money and the 

	



people are both yours to do with as you see fit.” 12 So on April 17[d] the king’s secretaries 
were summoned, and a decree was written exactly as Haman dictated. It was sent to the king’s 
highest officers, the governors of the respective provinces, and the nobles of each province in 
their own scripts and languages. The decree was written in the name of King Xerxes and 
sealed with the king’s signet ring. 13 Dispatches were sent by swift messengers into all the 
provinces of the empire, giving the order that all Jews—young and old, including women and 
children—must be killed, slaughtered, and annihilated on a single day. This was scheduled to 
happen on March 7 of the next year.[e] The property of the Jews would be given to those who 
killed them. 14 A copy of this decree was to be issued as law in every province and proclaimed 
to all peoples, so that they would be ready to do their duty on the appointed day. 

 
Now the book of Esther is actually a book about one family that was in exile and specifically about a 
Jewish girl living as an exile in Persia, who becomes Queen of Persia and together with her uncle is 
used by God to bring deliverance to the Jews living in exile. And one of the first things she did as 
Queen of Persia was to get her uncle Mordecai a government job. Mordecai foils an assassination 
attempt on the king. In Chapter 3; For fear for his life he shakes up the government.  Haman the 
Agagite/Amelikite to be his right hand man.  Then,  
 
As we read the text a couple of things stand out; 
1. The Space That You Are In Is Contested: In Esther’s days, the politics of the City of Susa served 

Haman’s interests, just as the politics of Kampala today serves various people’s interests. This city 
is controlled by very few individuals in the various sectors. There are some ‘Hamans’ out there and 
they dictate how our lives should be lived. Even as God is calling us to engage we need to be 
aware that the space has its own serious challenges. The city is a space, and that space is not 
neutral. It is contested space. Numerous stake-holders all compete to influence and dominate the 
city. The City of Kampala is a contested space. Within it, spiritual forces compete for Influence, 
political leaders fight for dominance and all kinds of economic institutions are fighting for their 
own market share. 

2. You’ve Got Enemies (People That Don’t Like You For Whatever Reason; Tribe, Status, Wealth Or 
Religion): Historically, the Agagite/Amelikite who have always been the enemies of the People of 
God. Mordecai refuses to bow to Haman so he plots the genocide of the Jews in all of Persia. (When 
Saul disobeys Samuel and doesn’t wipe out the Agagites) 

3. Your Enemies Have An Agenda in Vs 8, Haman makes his appeal to the king that these people have 
different laws and traditions that are in contrast to theirs… saying that they have no choice but to 
“destroy them”. But in case that line of reasoning didn’t work, he threw one in that he knew would 
get the king’s attention.  He offered 375 tons of silver for the right to oversee the extermination of 
this people. The king doesn't even know what the group of people Haman is speaking about… and 
all he can say is, "Okay, whatever.” 

 
In this story we see the King, Haman and Mordecai, on behalf of the Jews, each with an agenda of 
their own. Haman reconstructing a nameless people He misrepresents the Jews by distorting the truth, 
and then sets the administrative system to rectify his personal grievances across the entire empire. 
Once Haman creates a threat, controls and contained it, then he and the king sit down to celebrate. 
While they are dining within the castle walls and enjoying the legal protection of the City’s 
bureaucracy, the population outside is in chaos and confusion. This is my one point of this message 
that Kampala is not neutral; 

INFLUENCE OR BE INFLUENCED. 
 
How do we engage then? 
1. Build “You Need To Own Spaces”. 
Influencing the city begins by owning spaces... If you have property in this city you will seek the good 
of the city. If you can't own in Kololo, start from where you can afford. Many of you have money and 
you can actually own. Own something... own even a kiosk. In good business you pick out a problem 
and resolve it. By the way impacting society and solving problems does not exclude making profits. 



Influencing the city by building is not easy but an attempt must be made. Who are the builders in 
Kampala? Sudhir Ruparelia, Chalres Bitature, Godfrey Kirumira, Ham Mulira, Bob Kabonero 
 
2. Plant “You Need To Engage In Commerce”. 
This refers to income generating. Engage in generating income... Many of you are actually business 
owners.... Once again impacting society is not a thing apart from making profit... To influence  the city 
is that you must participate in the economic life of the city...  Let me tell you while we sleep, people 
are always closing deals.  Regardless of the sector of society in which you are engaged. Think about it 
with me for a minute. Who do you think s doing the big business in this city? Coincidentally the same 
old builders… Sudhir Ruparelia, Chalres Bitature, Godfrey Kirumira, Ham Mulira, Bob Kabonero, 
Charles Mbire Andrew Rugasira.  My suspicion is that typically as Chrisitans we play it safe, and that 
we stay away from the places where big decisions are being made. 
 

INFLUENCE OR BE INFLUENCED. 
 
Dallas Willard an American philosopher also known for his writings on Christian spiritual formation 
says that possessions and money cause uneasiness in the minds of many sincere Christians. They are 
haunted by the thought that their service to God would be better if they owned nothing beyond what is 
required to meet their daily needs. He makes the point that, “The riches of this world are realities that 
will not just disappear just because you have abandoned them. The fact that you don't engage in 
commanding the wealth of this city does not mean it will be better distributed. In fact what we each 
possess as believers vastly extends the range over which God rules through your faith. 
 
Shaping the city’s direction means you are at the table where decisions are made and resources 
allocated. In the absence of an engaged citizenry, the city is controlled by very few individuals who 
then dictate how the rest should live.  
 
3. Marry. (You Need To Uphold The Value Of Family) 
Finally marry... Today I want to pray for marriages because the relationship space is very 
complicated... many people have been disappointed... many are trusting God for a spouse... many are 
struggling in their marriages and contemplating quitting the thing altogether... God wants to heal our 
relationships.. marrying and increasing is actually influencing the city. I also want to pray for those 
who are desiring marriage that God will come through for us because this is how we influence the city, 
by building strong families... Half the problems in society can be traced back to failed parenting... 
marrying and increasing in number is itself a a bulwark against drugs and alcohol, collapsed school 
systems. 
 
Qn: Should we just leave the affairs of state to the politicians? Should just a few individuals dictate 
how our lives in the city are lived? I believe not. 
 

INFLUENCE OR BE INFLUENCED. 
 
PRAYERS: 
1. Builders: Real Estate Developers   
2. Planters: Business people (Resources, Partnerships) 
3. Family: Divorcees (Custody, Child Support, Property Division, Restraining Orders Because Of Abuse, 

Relationship Phobia) 
 
Romans 8:19 (NIV) 

19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 


