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QOD: What part of the Christmas story do you find most intriguing? 
Herod today and find out what is it about him that caused him to react with anger and violence upon 
the birth of Jesus. 
 
Historical Background 
King Herod was an appointed authority by the Roman Government in those days; he was more of a 
High Commissioner or an Ambassador in today’s terminology as opposed to a King as we would 
understand the word “King”. Caesar Augustus was the Roman Emperor during the time Christ was 
born and King Herod played his politics very well that Caesar Augustus made the region of Judea and 
other territories to be under him. King Herod was all about power, control, and his legacy. 
He was so committed to control the kingdom and to his legacy. He wanted to ensure that everyone 
who sits on the throne after him will carry on his legacy. If he deemed you as not fit or a threat to his 
legacy you got executed. He changed his will 4 times; had ten wives and several sons. He killed some 
wives and sons. He murdered so many babies that none wanted to come near him. No one sat pretty 
when Herod was mad…when stressed he went on a killing spree. 
 
He is 70 years old and suffering from a painful disease; at a time when he is thinking of handing over 
to the next generation and keen on getting an heir that will continue his legacy, the rumor gets to him. 
 
Matthew 2:1-16 (NIV) 
The Magi Visit the Messiah 

2 1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came 
to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it 
rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem 
with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet 
has written: 6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 7 Then Herod called the Magi 
secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go 
and worship him.” 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the 
star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to 
their country by another route. 13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, 
for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during 
the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the 
Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”16 When Herod realized that he had 
been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its 
vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 

  

	



The Magi were making a treasonable statement. Herod was disturbed and the city was disturbed. 
When Herod was disturbed the whole city knew he becomes dangerous. The birth of a new king 
threatened him. He was not going to take it kindly – he is old and in pain so he is very dangerous. He 
calls the wise men to trick them that he too wanted to worship the new king. 
 
Application 

Now worship is not singing – it means that you recognize that you are in the presence of one who 
should make you be in awe so you do whatever you can physically, emotionally, materially or 
mentally to demonstrate submission and surrender. We may not be in agreement with our 
president but his presence requires a submission. If he was to walk into this space right 
now…something will change in and around us. 

 
So the magi or three wise men dropped whatever they had and bowed down before this baby who 
had no physical power but because of what they believed he was. But Herod will not do that. He 
was worried about control. He seeks to preserve, protect and control. He is not about to bow or 
worship anyone. 

 
At times or should I say most of the times as Christians, we don’t mind leveraging God in order to 
build our own little kingdoms. We will pray, read Bible and go to church if it will facilitate our 
ambition. We don’t naturally surrender or submit in worship because we also seek control like 
Herod. 

 
Remember sometime back this year when we learnt that using your privilege in God to advance 
your selfish agendas and desires is at the heart of all forms of corruption. And are we as Christians 
guilty of that… If you were to list down all the prayers you’ve made this year or better still if God 
was to answer all your prayers who would take the lion share of God’s responses? Could that be 
you and me? (Please don’t get me wrong because there’s nothing wrong in personal prayer but hey 
we can be selfish at times) 

  
When Herod realized he had been outwitted, he was furious. When Herod is angry he goes on a killing 
spree. People suffered and people died when Herod was angry. He was big on controlling outcomes. 
The master of controlling outcomes was outwitted by a baby. He gave instructions to kill all the boys 
who would be Jesus’ age. 
 
Probably within that year, Herod died a painful death. Bible Scholars and Biblical Historians tell us the 
he tried to commit suicide but his cousin saved him so his pain continued. He wanted people to mourn 
when he died so he gathered distinguished men to be locked up and be killed as soon as he died. But 
when he died, those men were released. He wanted to control the reaction of people upon his death. 
Now, Herod wanted to control the future. He wanted to have a big name in future. He wanted people 
to talk of his greatness…that people will remember him with awe. But the truth is that today we 
remember him and talk of him as a butcher and a murderer who was outwitted by a baby. He did great 
things but people don’t talk about what he built. He is a footnote in the story of that baby he sought to 
kill. 
 
80 years later on… 
Jesus is long gone. Herod is gone. The great emperors were gone. The great buildings and structures 
were destroyed. John, the Apostle who walked with Jesus; saw him perform miracles, suffer, die, get 
buried and resurrect. The one who took Mary to take care of her buddy’s mum. He heard the Jesus’ 
birth stories over and over. He had the opportunity to ask Mary how it was for Mary to return to 
Bethlehem to find boys murdered because of her son. 



He was growing old and was reflecting on the story of this baby and his life. Then he offered this 
summary: 
  
John 1:4-5 (NIV) 
4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it 
 
The Message Bible puts it this way (Verse 3-5 of John 1) 
Everything was created through him; nothing—not one thing! - came into being without him. What came into 
existence was Life, and the Life was Light to live by. The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness; the darkness 
couldn’t put it out. 
 
What is important about this Jesus that John puts down for people to remember? He says that this baby 
is full of light and that light shines (in the present tense) in your darkness and mine;  at that dark 
moment of John’s life, when he has been thrown into an island to rot and die. He speaks of light that 
shines and continues to shine. 
 
Application 

• What will your story be in relation to the light of the world? Let it be a story of worship or will 
it be the story of trying to control the outcomes of your life like Herod? What will people say 
of you? Will you be like the Magi who submitted to that light or like Herod who resisted that 
light? Will it be a story of my purpose, my way and my will? Or will it be a story of God’s will. 
Someday someone will be forced to tell your story. Will they say the truth or will they be forced 
to cook something up? Will they say that in the midst of the darkness – the pain, suffering and 
brokenness – you submitted to the light? Will they say that you let the light shine through your 
darkness? Will you bow down and worship like the Magi? 

• John says that darkness (represented by Herod) cannot put out that light. Whatever we are 
presently going through cannot overcome this light. Will you let that light shine through those 
challenges? The Magi got it right. They did all one can do when in the presence of one worthy 
of awe. They bowed down and worshipped. They submitted and surrendered to it. They didn’t 
resist it. We know the story of Herod …we know the story of the Magi and how they responded 
to the baby king…but what will be your Christmas story in relation to the baby King? 

• The story of the Christmas baby brought out the worst in Herod….yet on the other hand it 
brought out the best of the Magi…. what will be your story this Christmas? Will you seek the 
best for your relationship with Jesus or will you give in to your impulses and indulgences and 
slide to your worst? So what will be your Christmas story? 

• Will you succumb to the darkness of the season characterized by excessive revelry or will you 
allow the light of the baby to light up your life? 

• What will be your story…in relation to the light of the world? Let it be a story of re-engaging. 
May be, a tragic experience where you felt God wasn’t concerned about, pain that made you 
wonder if truly God is love, or your walk with God has become very mundane 

• This light continues to shine even now and calls us to re-engage with this baby. Let us go back 
to the faith…let us go back to God. Let us push past our resistance and excuses and bow down 
to the light of Jesus. This is a call to re-engage back – consider re-engaging back to your 
childhood faith during this Christmas. Take a step towards the God who loves you. 

 
  
Prayer (Oh Come Let us adore Him) 
1.      For those who are driven by control and cannot worship/surrender to Jesus 
2.      For those who are wandered away and feel the light beckoning them to return 


