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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION  
King Herod was an appointed authority by the Roman Government in those days; he was more of a 
High Commissioner or an Ambassador in today’s terminology as opposed to a King as we would 
understand the word “King”.  
 
King Herod was all about power, control, and his legacy. He was so committed to control the kingdom 
and to his legacy. He wanted to ensure that everyone who sits on the throne after him will carry on his 
legacy. If he deemed you as not fit or a threat to his legacy you got executed. Herod wanted to be 
known as a great king, but the truth is that today we remember him and talk of him as a butcher and a 
murderer who was outwitted by a baby. He did great things but people don’t talk about what he built. 
He is a footnote in the story of that baby he sought to kill. 
 
READ & DISCUSS: Matthew 2:1-16 
 
Worship is not singing – it is recognizing that you are in the presence of one who should make you be 
in awe so you do whatever you can physically, emotionally, materially or mentally to demonstrate 
submission and surrender.  
 
POINTS TO PONDER: 

• Our response to Jesus should be one of worship which results in submission and surrender 
• If we desire to preserve, protect and control our lives we will never be able to worship Jesus 
• Surrender and Submission is not natural; it is a deliberate choice each of us must make 
• Selfish agendas and desires are at the heart of all forms of corruption and block true worship 

 
DISCUSS: Based on the points above, do you believe you are a true worshipper or are you controlled 
by your own selfish agendas?  
  
READ: John 1:4-5 
Long after the events of Herod and Jesus, long after the death and resurrection, John reflected on the 
story of the baby Jesus. The most important component for him was Jesus being the LIGHT. Light that 
shone, that shines and continues to shine: past, present and future.  
 
DISCUSS: 

• What will your story be in relation to the light of the world? Will it be a story of worship or will 
it be the story of trying to control the outcomes of your life like Herod?  

• The story of the Christmas baby brought out the worst in Herod but the best of the Magi…. 
what will be your story this Christmas? Will you seek the best for your relationship with Jesus 
or will you give in to your impulses and indulgences and slide to your worst?  

• How will you re-engage with Jesus this Christmas and into the new year? 
 
CONCLUSION: 
This light continues to shine even now and calls us to re-engage with this baby. Let us go back to the 
faith…let us go back to God. Let us push past our resistance and excuses and bow down to the light of 
Jesus. This is a call to re-engage back – consider re-engaging back to your childhood faith during this 
Christmas. Take a step towards the God who loves you. 

	


