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Temptations! 	  	  
Ps.	  Njoro	  –	  9	  Feb	  2014	  –	  The	  Office	  Series	  
SERMON	  NOTES	  
 
Work or the marketplace has its many temptations. Last 
week we said that we should see work as a platform to fulfill our purpose and honor God. It is easier to 
honor God at home and at church. To try and do the right thing in business, in marketing, in sales, in the 
flight industry, in procurement, and in the media is not easy. Am sure everyone here, no matter what 
you do, has faced ethical challenges and dilemmas. You have had to deal with the conflict between what 
is right to do and what makes business or work sense. True! 

Before we explore this matter deeper, let me ask you to turn to the person next to you and share the 
answer to this question:  

Q.O.D: What is your most common temptation at work? (To kill the boss, a competitor or a 
colleague does not count) 

Here are some of the temptations we face in the marketplace: 

 Stealing time from the employer to do personal errands, watch movies, do face book or 
WhatsApp or look for a job 

 Lying about products, lying about witnesses in court (that he is unwell yet you have not 
contacted him), lying about what happened with a delivery (truck broke down), cheating on 
taxes, lying about meetings or location… etc 

 Compromise on standards and quality – construction materials or paper quality 
 Inflating costs to make higher margins 
 Undeclared side hustle or business that is contrary to contract/ethics or in conflict of interest 
 Kickbacks, bribes, legal fees, facilitation fees … 
 Misuse of company resources 
 Call in sick and take a trip to Jinja or Fort Portal 
 Falsifying invoices to boost profit margins 
 Inflating cab fees and cheating on per diems 
 Sexual temptations: just pleasant connections at work or career or job benefit alliances (sleep 

your way up)  
 Giving an unjustified sick leave as a medic 
 Use company credit card for personal entertainment 

They say that the good boy/gal finishes last – true or false? Is it possible to hold on to  values and 
win in the world of work? How do we, as Christians, navigate the murky  waters of ethics and 
morality at work? 

Some will be quick to say: that’s the only way to do business; its just business; ethics are relative and 
I’m not really hurting anyone; everyone else is doing it; I do not work in a church – this is reality! 

We know that we should avoid these temptations, but we fall into them often. Why? Why do we find 
ourselves trapped? They are attractive, advantageous (gain or convenience) and sometimes due to 
association –pressure from others (way we do business).  

Last week we saw that Daniel and his friends were posted by God to work in a wicked culture. Let us 
see how they dealt with the temptations of Babylon – a system devoid of the fear of God. 

 

Text: Daniel 1:8, 3:1-30 
8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief 
official for permission not to defile himself this way. 

	  



	   2	  

The Image of Gold and the Blazing Furnace 

3 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide,[a] and set it up 
on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, 
governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to 
the dedication of the image he had set up. 3 So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, 
judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image 
that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. 
4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you are 
commanded to do: 5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all 
kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set 
up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 
7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of 
music, all the nations and peoples of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that 
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
8 At this time some astrologers[b] came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King 
Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever! 10 Your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who 
hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall down and 
worship the image of gold, 11 and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a 
blazing furnace. 12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of 
Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, Your Majesty. They 
neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men 
were brought before the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now 
when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are 
ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be 
thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to 
defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we 
serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us[c] from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he 
does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image 
of gold you have set up.” 
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward 
them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some 
of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into 
the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were 
bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so 
hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego,23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there 
three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” 

They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 
25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth 
looks like a son of the gods.” 
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” 
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So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and 
royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a 
hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 
28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has 
sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and 
were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own 
God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of 
rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” 
30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

 

The one lesson we learn from these courageous Hebrew boys is this:  

When tempted, take a stand and let God! 

Daniel refused to defile himself. He took a stand for his conscience and God fought for him and his 
friends. (Daniel 1:8 – he resolved in his heart) A decision was made in the quiet – he would be a man of 
principle. He did not wait to figure out what to do in the face of temptation, he had resolved in his heart 
long before that he would honor God by doing what is right in His eyes. 

In chapter 3, the 3 refused to bow the knee to an idol. Their boss had crossed the line. They were ready 
to face the consequences (roast to death), but God in his mercy delivered them. Deliverance or 
destruction, they stood for God and refused to compromise. The decision made before Ashpenaz was 
now in display before the King and the crowds. You have got to refuse to compromise in private before 
you resist the pressure in public.  

See verse 17, 18. They knew what they stood for and they were willing to die for their convictions if 
necessary. They defied their earthly boss to obey the ultimate one, God. Remember our reference 
verses: “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you 
know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ Jesus you are 
serving.” (Col. 3:23,24) This matter was beyond their contract. 

The 3 refused to worship Babylonia gods and gold! Greed is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). Many have 
compromised on their values to pay homage to the golden idol of materialism. But these men refused to 
be impressed. They were upwardly mobile, but there is more to life than career.  

When tempted, take a stand and let God! 

When you answer to a higher God, you care less what a misguided king or boss says. You only get your 
instructions from the King of Kings. Did God show up for the 3? Big time. In fact, everyone saw him. It 
was no secret. People get to know whose you are when you take a stand for your king in the sin-invested 
workplace. 

We learn from this text that we should take a stand against what is wrong and for what is right when: 

 It is against your conscience/convictions (Daniel 1:8) 
 It is an instruction to do wrong – whatever the consequences (King’s decree). Chuck Swindoll 

says, “If you have to do wrong to be on the team, then you’re on the wrong team.” 
 Evil is happening around you – do not be an accomplice of evil. Do not adopt the ‘See no evil, 

hear no evil’ philosophy. When it is within your power to speak or act against evil, God expects 
you to.  

The king referred to them as servants of the Most High God! (Verse 26) That’s who we are! When we 
honor God, he shows up alongside us. God is at work in us through the temptations to reveal in our lives 
the fourth man – Jesus. People will see Jesus at work as his followers take a stand for him in the midst 
of temptations.  
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If you are a business leader or department head or an influencer at work, have clear ethical core values 
and enforce them. Build a culture of honesty and integrity. Let other players in your industry and in the 
market generally know that you do not bribe or take short cuts on quality.  

Do not compromise for gain or convenience. “A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be 
esteemed is better than silver or gold.” – Proverbs 22:1 When tempted, take a stand and let God! 

Three steps to taking and maintaining a stand amidst temptations: 

a) Convictions: Clarify your convictions. What are your 3 ethical core values at work? I suggest 
integrity, fairness and compassion. (God is holy, just and loving). Ethical behavior is seldom a last-
minute decision. Decide in advance what you stand for before the temptation arrives. Remember, truth 
as found in God’s word is the internal foundation for our ethics. “I have hidden your word in my heart 
that I might not sin against you.” (Psalm 119:11) 

Where will you draw the line? The brave take a stand when things heat up, the rest cave in…never to 
stand out.  

b) Courage: It takes courage to refuse to compromise whatever the cost. You may loose or gain 
business, loose a job or loose friends. But character – who you are and what you are becoming – is 
greater than ease, convenience and gain. Live fish swim upstream. Courage is the strength of virtue. 

c) Community: You need the community of likeminded people to encourage you and pray with you. 
Find other Christians at work and take a common stand. Share with your life group and friends for 
prayer, counsel and encouragement. We must stand together as the community of the fearless. 

When tempted, take a stand and let God! 

Romans 12:2, 21 states: “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, 
pleasing and perfect will… Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

Conform not. Live by different standards. Honor God by discovering and doing his will. Overcome evil 
with good. Tell truth, even it is not convenient. Flee like Joseph from workplace sexual temptations. Pay 
your taxes like a patriot. Denounce corruption and live straight. When tempted, take a stand and let 
God! 

Some of us have been caught in the marketplace culture of evil: lies, corruption, immorality, shortcuts 
and partying. The prophet Jeremiah has a word for us: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the 
ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 
6:16) 

Remember: Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. Let us follow Jesus into this way and standard of 
truth. Let us follow the God of holiness, justice and love in the workplace. Let us take a stand and let 
God do the rest. 

Is it easy to take a stand for God when tempted? No. It was not easy for Daniel and his 3 friends. Fire 
was a real threat. But we are promised grace: “For the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age.” (Titus 2:11,12) Hold on to that grace. 

The software of this country and continent has been a great hindrance to our transformation. If we can’t 
change the culture in the marketplace to a decent one, we have no chance in changing Uganda. Let us 
change the way we do procurement. Let us denounce corruption in all its forms. Let us speak truth to 
each other. Let us refuse to tolerate injustice around us.  

God is calling you to step out and impact your workplace with the right values. When tempted, take a 
stand and let God! It is as we take a stand that we will honor God and fulfill our calling at the 
marketplace. 

Altar Call 

 Those who have compromised & those who want to take a stand against the evil around them 


