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You are talking with a good friend about a mutual friend that you haven’t seen for years (of course it’s not 
gossipJ) when your buddy says, ‘They actually made it in life. Really made it’ what do you immediately 
suspect they mean? They now are? (Discuss)… how many said… 

•       Drives a hot car - 4x4 range or Prado… if saloon 3.5L engine and above 

•       Lives in a posh neighborhood – if on this side they’ve bought, or they’re renting in Kololo/Nakasero – if buying 
there that’s another level 

•       has a hot shot position at their place of work – senior manager, director etc.… paid in USD and talks in large 
amounts of USD! [Name starts on shirt, door, desk, and then building] 

•       Their kids go to a posh school [your lifetime fees is what they pay for one term! All you paid for nursery, pri, uni, 
professional courses] 

•       Travel a lot to nice places [take pics and post with appropriate hash tag] #St Martens #Fiji #Northern Italy etc 

•       Travels first class 

•       People scroll their linked in profile [doesn’t fit in one page!] 

•       Always gets comps to the best events – hoping you’ll be invited one day. Event masters 

•       Worst thing yet is that they haven’t even yet hit their earning ceiling – you’ve got this idea that they’re just 
beginning!  

Our Definition of Success 

As we go into 2016, each one of us has our own definition of what success looks like.  

a. For many people, their definition of success is tied to finances: they’ll know that their life is 
successful the day they drive out of a showroom with their dream car, or move into their dream 
house, or take holidays wherever they want, whenever they want.  

b. For some success has to do with relationships: meeting and get married to “the one” or having 
children who succeed in life.  

c. For others success is tied to their career: when I get to the top of the ladder in my profession, I’ll 
know my life was successful or business success: when my business is the top in the industry I’ll 
know I made it!  

	



Whether we acknowledge it or not/whether it has to do with money or not, we all have a definition of what 
it means to be successful! And once we have determined what success looks like for us, we 
tend to align our lives towards the pursuit of that success. Our definition of success defines to 
a large extent our greatest motivations. In other words, whatever determines your success, determines your 
life’s direction. 

 

Paul’s Definition of Success 

There’s a story of a man who was a great success in his profession.  An extremely accomplished man, from 
a much respected family background, he was a lawyer; but not just any lawyer; with an Ivy League School 
education - trained by the best of the best.  He decided to become a public prosecutor, and worked hard long 
hours at his job: he defended the rule of law and was ruthless and incorruptible in ensuring that those who 
threatened public order were punished to the full extent of the law. With time, he was actually becoming 
quite famous: his opponents feared him, while those whose way of life he was defending cheered him on as 
a champion. I suspect he was a poster child for parents who would point him out to their wayward teenage 
teenagers: “why can’t you be like him? Look at how much he has accomplished at such a young age!” I 
suspect he was on his country’s list of ‘top 30 under 30’. He was at the top of his game and was clearly 
going places. Who am I talking about? [Not Harvey Dent, but] the apostle Paul! As a young man, he was 
very intent on pursuing success. And many years later, he had the opportunity to reflect on the nature of that 
success. What he has to say is of great important to us as we head into 2016. Let’s read from Philippians 
3:4-10 NLT  

I could have confidence in my own effort if anyone could. Indeed, if others have reason for confidence in 
their own efforts, I have even more! I was circumcised when I was eight days old. I am a pure-blooded 
citizen of Israel and a member of the tribe of Benjamin—a real Hebrew if there ever was one! I was a 
member of the Pharisees, who demand the strictest obedience to the Jewish law. 6 I was so zealous that I 
harshly persecuted the church. And as for righteousness, I obeyed the law without fault. 

7 I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ 
has done. 8 Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could 
gain Christ 9 and become one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the 
law; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ.[a] For God’s way of making us right with 
himself depends on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from 
the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death,  

Paul, as an older man, was looking back at his life, and doing an evaluation. As a young man, he had all the 
markers of success – he had everything going for him, at least on the outside: The right family background, 
the right job, the right professional associations and the right attitude. He was more qualified than most of 
his peers! But as he listed his credentials and qualifications, the very things that had been his focus, he had 
a very different perspective on them. He didn’t say they weren’t all that, or that they weren’t as significant 
as he’d originally thought. He didn’t simply shrug them off. Instead he called them garbage! He was saying 
that their worth in his sight had so diminished that he now equated them with something so irrelevant that 
the only thing to do with it is to toss it out.  



What had changed? Why would Paul, a man so zealous in his pursuit of success, a man who was well on the 
way to great success, already a leading light in his profession from a young age- why does he look back and 
everything looks like garbage?  

I believe the secret lies in an incident that occurred in Paul’s life at the height of his career, before he was 
even called Paul…Acts 9:1-8 (The Living Bible)  

But Paul, threatening with every breath and eager to destroy every Christian, went to the High 
Priest in Jerusalem. 2 He requested a letter addressed to synagogues in Damascus, requiring their 
cooperation in the persecution of any believers he found there, both men and women, so that he 
could bring them in chains to Jerusalem. 3 As he was nearing Damascus on this mission, suddenly a 
brilliant light from heaven spotted down upon him! 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying 
to him, “Paul! Paul! Why are you persecuting me?”  

5 “Who is speaking, sir?” Paul asked. And the voice replied, “I am Jesus, the one you are 
persecuting! 6 Now get up and go into the city and await my further instructions.”7 The men with 
Paul stood speechless with surprise, for they heard the sound of someone’s voice but saw no one! 8-
9 As Paul picked himself up off the ground, he found that he was blind. He had to be led into 
Damascus and was there three days, blind, going without food and water all that time.  

And so Paul, driven and determined more than ever had another cap to add to his glittering career. That of 
annihilating this mushrooming cult. As he sinks lower into the subhuman frenzy of crushing Christ’s 
followers, he has an encounter with Christ himself. Struck to the ground, he is face to face with his own 
maker, who says, “Paul, what are you doing?” 

The most powerful question ever asked to a man in pursuit of life’s purpose is ‘What are you doing?” 

That moment. Standing face to face with his creator and his unknown (to him) Savior. Paul’s maddening 
pursuit and life Trajectory in life came to a grinding halt.   

There’s a saying that goes, ‘before you begin climbing the ladder of success, make sure it’s leaning against 
the right wall’. Do you ever pause to question the ladder that you are climbing towards your definition of 
success? Do you ever pause to evaluate where it will ultimately put you? Because you could be right: maybe 
this path does end in you becoming the greatest salesman in your company or the greatest dealmaker your 
industry has ever seen. RICH. But is that enough and is that all God created you for? So maybe you do 
end up with that mansion in the leafy suburbs. Or you end up with that trophy wife or faithful husband. Or 
your kids finally make it into that exclusive school and are winning awards. Or you build that amazing 
business that becomes #1 in your industry. Aren’t all our dreams valid? And after all, what’s wrong with 
having a little comfort first before thinking about other things?  

But Paul’s warning is; make sure you are not wasting your life chasing dung. You see, the greatest tragedy 
is not failure; it’s when you have succeeded in the wrong things! Please note that Paul is not saying ‘don’t 
make money’ and he’s not saying ‘don’t pursue your career’. But he’s saying that these things need to be 
servants to a much greater vision and assignment. God wants to use you to change the world! Ask your 
neighbor, ‘which wall is your ladder leaning on?’  



What are you doing? 

This month, we’ve talked about how we can refresh our minds, our bodies and our hearts. The fourth area 
that is critical as we seek to be refreshed and ready for what God has ahead of us is our calling. How do we 
ensure that as we climb the ladder of success, and that it’s leaning against the right wall? How do we ensure 
that we don’t look back on our LinkedIn profile one day, at what we’re doing today and what seemed so 
important in 2016, and realize that the sum of our lives might as well be cow droppings? What can we learn 
from Paul’s life and how can we avoid his mistakes? As a young man, Saul was clearly convinced that his 
life was on the right path. He was even sure that God was pleased with what he was doing. But after 
encountering Jesus, his priorities changed. It was no longer what he wanted for his life but what God wanted 
for him that mattered. Listen to how he puts it again in v.10-11, ‘I gave up all that inferior stuff so I could 
know Christ personally, experience his resurrection power, be a partner in his suffering, and go all the way 
with him to death itself. If there was any way to get in on the resurrection from the dead, I wanted to do 
it.’ (The Message)  

Know Jesus. Share in his power. Partner in his suffering. This was Paul’s way of saying, ‘I want to 
experience EVERYTHING that Christ has for me. That’s more important than anything else that I thought 
was important!  

We say this all the time and it’s true: everyone here at Mavuno was created for a life of significance, a life 
of greatness. But like Paul, we need to stop and evaluate our lives to ensure our dreams and our aspirations 
are aligned to our living the lives that God created us for, and experiencing everything that Christ has for 
us.   

We are asking all of us in Mavuno Kampala to begin by belonging to a community of faith called a Life 
group. For many of us, this is simply going to take a radical commitment to change and adjust our lifestyles. 
One interesting thing is that as Paul came face to face with his purpose, he could no longer walk alone. He 
needed someone to hold his hand, he needed someone to pray for his sight, he needed someone to baptize 
him, and he needed someone to lead him to the group of Christians that were afraid of him. From this 
moment on, his life would revolve around others. Paul, later in life after all he had done, starting a world 
changing movement, speaking before kings, establishing churches, raising the dead, healing diseases, 
miracles and many other incredible things, looked back and realized, his purpose was to touch others. And 
his life is touching us to this day. 

It’s easy to dismiss the small group of people around you because maybe they are all so eclectic, or non-
spectacular. But nothing or no one will help you realize whether you are living your life’s calling than your 
band of brothers or sisters in your life group. Everyone’s life calling is about changing other’s lives, through 
other people.  

As I end this series, I want to ask all of us here to commit to attend your Life group this entire month. If you 
are not connected yet, would you please leave your info at the desk on your way out? We want to engage 
with you. For the next few weeks, our pastors are going to visit and care and pray and connect with you in 
your small groups.  If you have no group, or your group needs restructuring, we want to help you find a 
healthy godly community this season. We want God to refresh us as his people. We also want God to 
refresh your calling as we gather together. 



Maybe God is calling you to reevaluate your life’s pursuit. At the end of your days, will what you are 
sacrificing for matter at all? Will have been worth giving all your energies into? 

‘Which wall is your ladder leaning on?’  

Ministry (It all belongs to you) 

•      Affirm those who are pursuing purpose and who have self-doubted 

•      Pray for those sacrificing their ultimate calling to influence others for Christ on the altar of 
worldly success, money and fame. No longer praying, giving, serving or connected to community. 

 

	


