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“Money, Sex & Power” Series 
Sermon Notes 

 
 
 

For our visitors, we’re concluding a series we begun at the end of the month called “Money, Sex & 
Power!” 
In Week 1 we talked about life in the area of “MONEY!” 

• Life Is More Than Making Money! / Resource Follows Assignment! 
In Week 2 we talked about “POWER!” 

• “The Sole Purpose of Power Is Service” / Qualities of Kingdom Power! (Stewardship/ 
Empowerment/ Justice/ Succession OR Legacy) 

And just last week we talked about “SEX” 
§ It’s God’s gift to humanity within the confines of marriage. (Consummation, Procreation & Recreation) 

Though sex is a wonderful tool that God gave us to help us achieve our God given destiny, it can also 
become the weapon that our enemy uses, to subvert and destroy that destiny. 

v Life Is More Than Sex! 
v Never Trade In Your Ultimate For The Immediate. 

How to Manage/Discipline Our Sexuality: 
a. Men – It Begins With Disciplining Our Eyes. 
b. Women – It Begins With Disciplining Our Emotions. ‘Define the Relationship’! DTR 
c. Be responsible for each other. 

 
And today we want to explore and find out how all this comes together at the end of the day.  
When we talk about money, power and sex there’s nothing wrong with these things it’s just that many 
times when their use is not clearly understood and you find yourself in a space where you have access to 
money, sex or power and don’t know why abuse is inevitable and we’re bound to make decisions that will 
prevent or destroy any chance of us from fulfilling our ultimate purpose. 
At the end of the day “IT’S ALL ABOUT PUPOSE!” 
 
Many times you hear the word purpose. Let’s talk about it; what’s this thing called ‘PURPOSE’? 
One theologian put it this way (paraphrase)… we all have a God-shaped vacuum within, and our lives are 
empty until we find ourselves in God. 
Let’s read Ephesians 2:18-22 together. 
 

Ephesians 2:18-22 (MSG) 
16-18 Christ brought us together through his death on the cross. The Cross got us to embrace, and 
that was the end of the hostility. Christ came and preached peace to you outsiders and peace to 
us insiders. He treated us as equals, and so made us equals. Through him we both share the 
same Spirit and have equal access to the Father. 
19-22 That’s plain enough, isn’t it? You’re no longer wandering exiles. This kingdom of faith is 
now your home country. You’re no longer strangers or outsiders. You belong here, with as much 
right to the name Christian as anyone. God is building a home. He’s using us all—irrespective of 
how we got here—in what he is building. He used the apostles and prophets for the foundation. 
Now he’s using you, fitting you in brick by brick, stone by stone, with Christ Jesus as the 
cornerstone that holds all the parts together. We see it taking shape day after day—a holy temple 
built by God, all of us built into it, a temple in which God is quite at home. 
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How do I find my purpose’? 
When you’re able to figure out the WHY then you’ll eventually be able to figure out the WHAT, 
WHICH, HOW or WHEN! 
It’s a process, not a formula. But the first step is that we need to make the main thing the main thing. 
 

Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 
33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well. 

Matthew 6:33The Message (MSG) 
Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. 
You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will be met. 

I believe in life there are three types of people. 

#1 Driven By Opportunity  
There are those who drift through life moving from one thing to another and never sure why they’re doing 
what they’re doing. They are driven by opportunity (scholarship, new job and new boyfriend, security). 
The problem is that it’s so easy to go round in circles using up a lot of energy but having little 
effectiveness. And you know, the world has an agenda for you… you’ll end up accomplishing someone 
else’s agenda! 
 
#2 Driven By a Purpose of Their Choosing  
The next group is a step up; these are the people who choose a goal and then align their lives to achieve 
that goal. Maybe they even seek God’s help to accomplish that purpose. It could be money, career, a good 
family life, comfort, security, fame etc… why I say they’re a step up is that at least they’re living for 
something definite! If you aim at something, you’re more likely to hit it. The problem I see is that none of 
these groups is living anywhere near their God-created potential! 
 
In Mark 1, James & John are fishing with their dad. Like any other businessmen, I’m sure they were 
ambitious. Maybe their plan was build up the brand ‘Zebedee and Sons’ until it was the most recognized 
brand in the fishing industry. Maybe they planned to add a second boat to their fleet and then another until 
they were the biggest operation on Lake Galilee. Maybe they wanted to do a merger with their biggest 
competitors ‘Peter & Andrew Ltd’ and then float an IPO. But in Mark 1:17 when they encountered Jesus, 
he told them ‘come follow me… and I will make you fishers of men’. Note that he didn’t call them to be 
carpenters of men or accountants of men… he took the gifts he’d already given them and he unveiled their 
full potential. They had no idea that in 3 years time, they wouldn’t be trying to catch more fish; they would 
be starting a worldwide movement that would change the world (and is still doing so 2000 years later)! 
 
#3 Driven By Purpose 
And this leads me to the 3rd group of people. [#1 driven by opportunity, #2 a purpose of their choosing] 
The 3rd group is those who turn to their Maker and discover the reason for which He made them. There’s a 
smell I’ve come to hate when you buy a brand new appliance, plug it into the wall, turn it on and then you 
smell electronics melting… at that point you turn to the instructions and it says ‘110V only’! 
 
When it comes to money, sex and power, we hate beginning with the manufacturer’s manual but the result 
is the destruction of something that would have brought us so much satisfaction! Because you don’t know 
how to use it, abuse and disuse is inevitable! 
 
How does DISCIPLESHIP help me attain purpose?  
That’s a great question… When you come to the Mavuno services, we design them so that they’re a place 
where you’re inspired and challenged to want to be the person God made you to be. And that the longer 
you stay, the more the hunger is awakened in you to explore and discover that purpose. But we have a next 
step, and that’s Mizizi. The Mizizi experience is designed so that for 10 weeks, you’re put in the same 
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room with other people who are also beginning this journey of discovering what God says about their 
purpose. (My Mizizi Story) … 
 
Mizizi is just a first step that connects you with a community of purpose and greatness. Our ultimate 
purpose here at Mavuno (the fine print) is that we are preparing every single person here to be launched out 
into the purpose that God made you for. Mizizi is just the first step of that journey.with community and 
with Purpose. You’re able to connect with God with community and with Purpose.,  It brings you into a 
space of Discipleship.  

 
Discipleship: 
Benefits; 
Disciple: In Christianity, the term disciple primarily refers to students of Jesus.  
Culture Defining: Pioneering societal norm.  
 
How do I align my purpose with my career OR vice versa my career with my purpose? 
We’ve come to the end of our series ‘Money, Sex and Power’. I hope you’ve found some practical truths 
that have connected with you. May I end with a story? 
 

As I prepared for this sermon, I came upon a very interesting story that I’d like to share with you. 
Francis Pele Kamoyo is in his 60’s, a distinguished gentleman of Malawian descent, who is involved in 
the boards of several other organizations across Africa who chairs the board of the Faulu Bank in 
Uganda and Tanzania. These two institutions are owned by Opportunity International, a Christian 
NGO.  When Francis was asked why he was so passionate about serving God in this organization, 
despite having offers to serve in far more lucrative positions. This is the story he told him.  
 
In the 70’s, he was an international student in the US when he attended a party hosted to introduce the 
then life-president of Malawi, Hastings Kamuzu Banda [aka ‘the Ngwezi’ or lion] to the Malawian 
diaspora. He shook hands with the president, and mentioned that he worked with the World Bank. A 
little while later, he received a message that the president wanted him to return to Zambia. On his 
return, he was appointed the governor of the Central Bank. With time, he became the 3rd most powerful 
man in the land, only answerable to the president and the finance minister. He had an almost father/son 
relationship with the president, whom he spoke with every day. The ‘Ngwezi’ had single-handedly 
made him everything that he was. And life was generally good. 
 
One day however, the president fell into a coma. Although he was flown to Johannesburg for treatment, 
the unbelievable news soon came. The Ngwezi was no more. Francis was shell-shocked. Soon, he was 
among the 8 most powerful leaders of Malawi who got on a plane to bring home the body of the late 
president. They took with them a beautiful coffin, fit for a king. When they got to Joberg, they put the 
body of the late president in it and prepared to board a flight back to Malawi. There the problem begun. 
They were held up by a junior customs official who wouldn’t let them board because they had no 
clearance. You can imagine these powerful men, completely irritated, wondering who in the world this 
person was, and did he know who they were. But they sat there waiting impatiently for clearance 
however, something happened. A customs official sauntered into the room and walked without any 
urgency to the beautiful coffin. Then before any of them knew what was happening, he took a label, 
stuck it on the side of the coffin and then walked out. What was on that label changed Francis’ life 
forever. Boldly printed on the Ngwezi’s coffin were the words…  
 

‘Cargo without value: Charge no customs duty. Hastings Kamuzu Banda’ 
 
From that day on, Francis knew he didn’t want to invest his life in cargo without value. He began to 
search for God and soon after gave his life to him. And he resolved to no longer work for himself but to 
discover and serve God’s eternal purpose. And that’s how God led him to work for this NGO despite 
many lucrative offers over the years, including one to become the minister of finance. He has decided 
what was most important. 
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Takeout: 
I want us to take a moment now to make a decision… The ushers have given you a box with a piece of 
paper inside. I want you to write on that piece of paper two things. 

1. What is driving your life right now?  
2. What would you like to drive your life? 

Could be opportunity, money, sex, power, career, popularity, fun, or something else of your choosing… 
Or you could choose to write Jesus, the source of all purpose. Please be honest… we’re not going to collect 
the boxes! This is something to help you remember what you’re living for… 
 
PRAY 

Ø Discipleship: All who are joining Mizizi this starting May. Refresh Challenge. 
Ø Salvation: Someone who’s saying, ‘I’ve invested in cargo without value. I want to invite Jesus to 

be the center of my life. To surrender my attempts at finding my own purpose and to allow Him to 
guide and direct me to the purpose He made me for.   

Ø Rededication: Also someone else who’s walked in Christ but on the margins or no longer doing 
so. Want to recommit their life to Jesus to guide them in the right direction… 

 


