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“Money, Sex & Power” Series 
Sermon Notes 

 
 

Good morning! My name is Michael Onen and I’m one of the pastors here in Mavuno in charge of Mizizi and 
Outreach. It’s such a privilege and an honour to be here with you this morning. For our visitors, we’ve just 
begun a series called ‘Money, Sex & Power’. As we Refresh in this new season it is important that we deal 
with some critical areas in our lives that could actually affect the Refreshing we are looking to experience. And 
last week we talked about the area of “MONEY!” 
 
We said that; 

• Life Is More Than Making Money! 
• Resource Follows Assignment! 

We prayed that we would: 
1. Embrace our current position as a kingdom posting. 
2. Work to extend your influence there until you direct me elsewhere. 
3. Not be intimidated by anyone or compromise my faith to fit in. 
4. My office will be my altar and place of worship. 

 
Today we want to talk about POWER! (Talk about UG presidential debate) 
 
Many times when we talk about power the first thing that pops into your head is government, the president, 
ministers, rich influential corporate heads, the police… and others. Some of you here are so innocent that you 
have no idea what I’m talking about! But the rest of us know that we live in a cutthroat world, and in that world 
you’ve got to do unto others before they do unto you. It starts as children; some people think of kids are 
innocent, blameless bundles. Just observe a bunch of kids in the playground and you’ll see they generally won’t 
play together until they establish an order; whose the boss! I wish I could say it all stops when we grow up, but 
nope! It actually gets worse! Some of you even work in offices where people withhold or even hide information 
that they know would be of help to you, just so that you don’t get promoted before them!!! Some of you haven’t 
taken leave in a long time because you know someone’s going to be slicing you and angling for your job. They 
might just realize they don’t need you after all. Some of you have bosses who got where they are because they 
always take credit for the ideas/work done by their direct reports; but of course if anything goes wrong, ‘it was 
all your fault’! And so we’ve learnt the skills… It’s eat or be eaten… you’ve got to do whatever you’ve got to 
do to climb up that ladder of power and success… even if it means trampling on others.  
 
QOD: What’s the worst experience of power play you’ve ever had? (Share with your neighbour) 
Is it doing a job and your boss taking the credit? You’re more qualified for a job but someone gave a kickback 
and got the job or the contract? Or maybe you were involved in an accident but the offender got off scott free 
because they knew people? Or you have a colleague who keeps telling tales just so they can look righteous in 
the eyes of the boss to avoid any sort of scrutiny retrenchment? 
We live in a world where there’s so much power play going on. Maybe there’s one consolation for us who fit 
here: we are no different from Jesus’ disciples! Turn with me to Mat.20: 17-28 (NIV) and let’s read about the 
pursuit of power. 
 

 Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time 
17 Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and said to them, 18 “We 
are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 19 and will hand him over to the Gentiles to be 
mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!” 
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 Mother’s Request 
20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of 
him.21 “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at 
your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.” 22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus 
said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?” “We can,” they answered. 23 Jesus said to 
them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These 
places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.” 24 When the ten heard about 
this, they were indignant with the two brothers.25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that 
the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.26 Not 
so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever 
wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 
On the outside, she seemed sincere, but Jesus saw right through it. She really came to ask Jesus for a favor. She 
worshipped him not for love of the Savior or gratitude for His blessings, but because of what she thought she 
could get from him. Unfortunately, there are still many today who come to Jesus for that very same purpose. 
The anger of the other disciples seems a projection of their own ambition; for the two may simply have asked 
that which was at the heart of each as they argued who would be the greatest. Jesus took the opportunity to 
teach them about true greatness, in contrast to the characteristics of the leaders of society who are corrupted by 
power. 
To be truly great is to serve for the sake of others. Even our competitors!  
When it comes to greatness, the way up is down. The way over is under. You do not ascend to greatness. You 
descend to greatness. Greatness is not exalting yourself, it is humbling yourself.  
  
God cannot trust most of us with greatness… maybe James & John would have said… but we’re part of the 3 
who were at the mount of transfiguration! Interesting that they’ve left Peter out of this… maybe they were 
sensing he had a special role and trying to cut in so they’re not left out. Who stood closest to Jesus when He 
shone with his glory? It is interesting that they wanted to be exalted above their peers in the coming heavenly 
kingdom but did they truly understand the implication of their pursuit. What would it really mean to stand to the 
right and to the left of Jesus? What were the benefits of this office or position they were seeking? Would it 
make them popular among the Pharisees or perhaps with the ladies… ooooooooo! I really wonder what the 
catch was for them was. 
 
Just like money, power or status or position is a great gift that God has given us to help us achieve our God-
given purpose. But just like money, power if handled badly can actually hinder or even destroy our living out 
God’s purpose… 
 

Romans 13:1 & 4 (NIV) 
13 … for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have 
been established by God. 4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good.  

 
Power is always leveraged for good or for bad… Many of us have been on the receiving end of people who 
have misused their power to cause pain & destruction: Whether it was a father who was always demanding and 
never affirming, or a mother who manipulated her children to take her side in marital conflicts. Whether it was 
an older student at school who bullied you or a policeman who intimidated you. Whether it was a watchman 
who rudely demanded for your ID or an accountant who held back that cheque at a time when you desperately 
needed it. OR perhaps it was a spiritual leader who misused his position of authority in your life. But Jesus 
wants to teach us an important truth about power. It is this:  THE SOLE PURPOSE OF POWER IS 
SERVICE. 
 
Why then is it that power corrupts so easily? There are different reasons but one I’ve come to see is that most 
popular reason is Insecurity. We are afraid that others will manipulate or take advantage of us. That’s the 
instinct Satan appealed to at the Garden of Eden  in Genesis 3 when he said to Eve, ‘God’s holding out on you; 
He knows that if you eat this, you’ll be just like Him, able to know everything!’ 
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The basic problem with power is that it tempts us to trust in ourselves rather than in God. And so when we get a 
little power, we hold on to it to ensure that we’ll always be in control and that no one will take advantage of us. 
(Like the creature in Lord of the Rings… “My Precious”) The irony is that when we do so, we become even 
less secure, ready to do anything to keep that power. 
As a result, the primary thing that most people use their power for is to protect their power. They spend their 
time maneuvering and thinking how they can hold on to their positions. Power plays obscure our purpose. We 
become so intent in protecting and maintaining our rights that we miss asking why God allowed us to be in that 
position in the first place. THE SOLE PURPOSE OF POWER IS SERVICE. 
Abraham Lincoln is quoted as having said, “Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man's 
character, give him power.” The thing about power is that it has a subtle ability to turn our hearts so that it 
becomes our primary pursuit. 
You know the saying, ‘power corrupts; absolute power corrupts absolutely’.  
 
But Let’s talk about some Qualities of Kingdom Power as described in God’ word: 

1. Stewardship - Taking Care Of Something For Someone Else’s Sake.  
Luke 16:10 NIV “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 

2. Empowerment – Bringing People Up To Take Up Responsibility & Position Of Influence 
2 Kings 2:9-10 (NIV) - 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you 
before I am taken from you?” “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. 10 “You 
have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be 
yours—otherwise, it will not.” 

3. Justice – Being A Voice For The Voiceless And Protecting Their Interest 
Isaiah 61:1 New (NIV) - The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed 
me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 

4. Succession /Legacy – Creating System Based On Structure And Not Personality / Success That 
Outlives You 

             Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 
HOW DO WE SERVE: 
We serve others by valuing their opinions, by acts of common courtesy, by guarding their reputations, by 
honesty and dependability, by recognizing their potential, by encouraging them to excel, providing meaningful 
work for them (that makes them see the bigger contribution they’re making)… building institutions that 
recognize that the work exists for the person as much as the person exists for the work (Robert Greenleaf, 
author of Servant Leadership) 
 
My job/position/status is a means to a greater end – it is a clue to the purpose of God, it is a tool for the purpose 
of God, but it is not the purpose of God.  
My position is a clue and a tool to help me serve God’s purpose in my generation…  
I am not my job, I am not my status, and I am not my position. 
Position for position sake becomes a hindrance to the purpose of God. 
 
It’s easy to want to serve those who are like us; or those who make us comfortable or those who agree with us. 
But what about those difficult people around us who don’t agree with our leadership, the colleague at work who 
criticizes you, the partner who betrayed you, or that person whom for some reason or the other you just can’t 
stand? Aren’t we excused in such cases from having to serve them? Not if we take Jesus seriously. I want us to 
notice this amazing truth: Jesus washed Judas’ feet!  
 
This is the route Jesus himself took. Phil.2:6f tells us that ‘even though he was in nature God, he did not 
consider equality with God something to be grasped but he… (took) the very nature of a servant’ – and as He 
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honored His Father, the bible tells us ‘therefore God exalted Him to the highest place, and gave Him the name 
that is above every name’.  
 
Many of us at Mavuno know that God is calling us to greatness. But perhaps we’re like the disciples, not 
understanding that the way to greatness is not through self-promotion but through service. The world defines 
greatness in terms of power, possessions, prestige and position. If you can order others to do something, then 
you’re the boss. Jesus however measured greatness in terms of service, not status. God determines your 
greatness by how many people you serve, not how many serve you.  
 
Often we leverage our power the way power was leveraged over us. Often swear we’ll never do what our 
parents did but find ourselves going down the same path. Trying to break habits, chains in family cycle coz I 
don’t want to be that kind of parent, employer. 
 
Every single one of us has an arena of power in our lives; parent, teacher, student with younger sibling, 
management or middle management, civil servant, coach, team captain 
Political power, social power (teenager has power to ruin someone else’s reputation), birth order power, marital 
power, organizational power (board member or business owner or team leader), positional (team captain, 
volunteer coach, teacher), family power (related to someone with power), financial power (if you have money 
you have power and those around you lean on you and pay extra attention), military power, civil power 
(politicians, police) … politicians paying themselves and resisting taxation 
 
We treat people differently depending on who they are. In the words of one of my good friends, we ‘kiss up and 
kick down’.  
 
God wants us to make it our purpose to bless people. God didn’t give you your job and your place in society 
just so you can look good. I believe that the solutions for poverty & unemployment in our nation are to be 
found right here in Uganda. I believe that He has given us all that we need to solve Africa’s problems right 
here. The World Bank is not God’s solution for Africa… The donor countries are not the solution for Uganda… 
God’s solution is God’s people changing their perspective and realizing that everything they have has been 
given to them in trust for the sake of others. THE SOLE PURPOSE OF POWER IS SEVICE.  
 
The hunger for power is a universal human phenomenon. At the international level, nations compete viciously 
for resources, regardless of their neighbor’s interests. Nationally, we have seen that our leaders will break any 
promises & compromise any principles to stay in power, while the opposition will use any means available to 
wrest that power from them, regardless of national interest. 
 
Many revolutions in the world have overthrown one corrupt and self-serving government only to install 
another. Real battle is with the love of power, rather than with actual persons and government structures. [It’s a 
battle of the heart]  
 
2Cor.10:4 ‘the weapons of our warfare are not worldly but have divine power to destroy strongholds’ 
 
PRAYER: 

• For Leadership Culture In Uganda 
• For The Elections 

1. Yoweri Museveni, the incumbent - NRM Party.  
2. Dr. Kizza Besigye – FDC Party 
3. Amama Mbabazi - Go Forward Party. 
4. Dr. Abed Bwanika - People's Development Party. 
5. Retired Major General Benon Biraaro - Uganda Farmers Party. 
6. Prof. Venansius Baryamureeba – Independent. 
7. Pastor Joseph Mabirizi  – Independent. 
8. Faith Maureen Kyalya Walube – Independent.  

 
• For Uganda: Sing National Anthem (Lyrics Pro P) 


