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Let me ask you; have you ever heard the amount of money someone makes and say WWHHAATT!!!! My 
man Denzel Washington for every movie he makes now takes home $20M!! (Ugx.68.4B) And so as I start 
today, my question to you is… If someone today gave you $1M (Ugx.3.419B), what would you do with it? 
Please share with your neighbor! 
 
Truthfully speaking... How many would upgrade their car to a machine? (Preferably to something European) 
Residential address? Take a holiday to a magical destination [like the ones on CNN ... magical destination 
with white beaches and blue water]? How many would tell their bosses, “Cheers, it's been real!” quit their 
jobs? Okay let’s see the spiritual ones! How many would start an initiative to help disadvantaged groups in 
the community? Tithe $100,000 (341M)? It is amazing how dramatic many of our lives would change. This 
just points to the fact that it’s natural for us to work for money and that money plays a huge role in 
determining what we’re doing today! And I'd like us to examine why this is so. 
 
For our visitors, we’re beginning a series called ‘Money, Sex & Power’. (Expound on the series) As we 
Refresh in this new season it is important that we deal with some critical areas in our lives that would 
actually affect the Refreshing we are looking to experience. And there are several areas but for the sake of 
this series we will be dealing with three major areas. And today we want to look at our lives in the area of 
“MONEY!” Cente, Chene, Pesa, Moni… Money is an important conversation to have because believe it or 
not money is a spirit and a small god that could deter you from being refreshed this season. The bible even 
makes a comparison between God and money: 
 

Matthew 6:24New International Version (NIV) 
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

It is so easy to make everything in life about making money. It is interesting to know that Jesus preached 
more about money that about almost any other topic. Mammon is a powerful spirit that competes with God 
for our worship. And although we look very different on the outside, we are all driven by fear about money 
and we must free our heart, by submitting everything we make and own to God’s agenda.  
 
Why Is It So Natural For Us To Make everything about making Money? The simple answer to this 
question is conditioning. Remember when they used to show the big circuses on UTV I was always amazed 
by how they get huge animals like elephants to do silly things like roll over, balance on balls, or jump 
through rings. Have you ever wondered how the trainers can teach such a huge animal to perform such 
tricks? It’s through conditioning. When the elephant is only a few months old, it is tied to a chain. When it 
seeks to break the chain, the trainer will whip it until it stops trying. This will continue until the baby 
elephant realizes it’s too painful to try and break the chain. Years later even when it weighs 3-6 tons, it will 
stay in place even when held by a chain that it could easily break. Trainers use other painful methods 
including tight collars, muzzles, and electric prods to condition elephants to do tricks when they are still 
vulnerable babies.   
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We too as humans are conditioned by society in many ways. We are conditioned from the word go that life is 
all about making money. Our parents, teachers, peers, and generally people around us push us to study for 
jobs/enter careers that will make the most money. It's understandable; many of them do this out of love. 
However their good intentions don’t make this right. You might have wanted to study something you have a 
passion for but because it didn't sound like attracting money; your parents killed that idea. As a result you're 
now defined by your job and paycheck. Some of your employers have reinforced this by giving you easy 
loans to buy cars and keep you handcuffed, unable to leave. 
 
Personal Story: 
I remember when I was going to college and off course due to the pressure of parents and society I applied to 
study business admin. My dad had originally wanted me to study law coz that was his passion but I humbly 
declined the offer. One afternoon while sitting in his office he asked me what I really wanted to do. I was 
sweating, praying…hoping I wouldn’t get another lecture about the choice I was about to make then I said it! 
Music! In my mind there was movie silence for like five minutes. 
 
I know so many people who are trapped in jobs today that they don’t enjoy and that don’t have any meaning 
for them because they feel they don’t have enough money right now. Their thinking process is ‘one day, 
when I eventually make enough money, I will do the things I really want to do’. But we you and I know that 
this is a difficult goal to attain! You either never have enough to feel secure or you’ll never save enough to 
feel you can take a risk. The real underlying issue behind our conditioning is fear; our fear and that of those 
who love us. Fear of the unknown, fear of losing control and (very importantly for us Africans) fear of 
poverty. Many of us are just one generation away from poverty; we either lived in poverty or are close to 
someone in poverty. So we come out of college determined to sprint hard from poverty! No wonder then we 
get trapped in the rat race and life becomes about making as much money as you can! But what’s the 
alternative? Is there really an alternative? I believe so. Please turn with me to Matt.6:25-33  
 

Matt.6: 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at 
the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your life[e]? 28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field 
grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in al his splendor was dressed 
like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not 
worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the 
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek 
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  

 
Birds and flowers never spend sleepless nights worrying about eating well or looking beautiful. Instead, they 
just focus on what they were made to do. For birds it's singing and for flowers it's blooming. In doing so, 
they add beauty to God’s world. And God extravagantly provides for them! According to Jesus, we too need 
to focus on doing what we were created for. This is seeking God’s kingdom. 
 
But what does that even mean? Well a kingdom is a sphere of rule or influence. We were created to bring 
God’s rule or influence wherever we are positioned. Now just like birds and flowers are different, we too 
each have a unique assignment that we use to spread God’s sphere of influence. Discovering God’s unique 
assignment for you is the best way that you can begin to seek God’s kingdom. 
 
The one topic Jesus speaks about more than anything else including money is God’s kingdom! Some people 
have complained that at Mavuno, we talk too much about finding your purpose and about impacting Africa. 
Why can’t we just focus on Jesus? Well, what I’ve come to realize is that the primary focus of Jesus’ 
teaching was on God’s rule or kingdom coming on earth (Lord’s Prayer). And that the only way we can 
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participate in this rule or kingdom is by discovering our kingdom assignment and then dedicating the rest of 
our lives to it! So we teach it because Jesus taught it. 
 
What I’m saying is that life is MORE THAN MAKING MONEY! Money is only a tool which God gives 
to help me achieve something bigger, which is spreading His influence wherever He places me. Many of us 
want to be wealthy; that’s a natural human instinct. But what we need to understand is that Resource follows 
assignment! It is as you discover and pursue your kingdom assignment that you move away from the human 
economy and begin to tap into God’s divine economy. 
 
A great pastor and writer from Nigeria called Sunday Adelaja puts it this way… ‘Christians should never 
work for money. Instead every Christian should go to work with one goal and one purpose in mind – to bring 
the kingdom of God into the sphere where he or she works. We are His ambassadors in the marketplace. If 
we are working at a job only because we must survive, then the potential exists for money to control our 
actions and rule over us. Kingdom agents are never motivated by survival but by purpose’. Of course we all 
want to have a decent income but income should never be our primary goal! Resource follows assignment! 
 
It’s more about why the need for the resource than whether you have the resource at all. I believe with all my 
heart that God does bring the resource you need to carry out the kingdom assignment that he has given you 
to carry out. And many times rather than be concerned about the resource, we need to focus on what needs to 
be done. 
 
Many times I’ve been asked why I do what I do and the answer is always the same because I believe that this 
is what God has called me to do. And have there been other more seemingly lucrative, money bringing 
opportunities knocking opportunities knocking on my door…YES! A big yes! But I’m always reminded that 
I’m on assignment and I’d rather pursue pursue this kingdom assignment than just do any making making 
venture. While I was in Nigeria as I pursued my degree in Theatre and Communication and ventured into 
music in Jos which is the hub of a lot of the creative content you see on the media I had the opportunity to 
interact with many artists who would also ask me to crossover. And believe me when I say many did 
crossover without the crossover but without the cross.  
 
Matthew 6:33New International Version (NIV) 
33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

 
The bible says ‘… ALL other things shall be added to you’. Here are a few of the ‘other things’ that are 
added to us when we pursue our kingdom assignment as our first priority… 
 
1. Meaning - It allows your work to have meaning. V.25 says ‘Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothes? ’Too many people hate or tolerate their jobs. Every week, their slogans are ‘Oh God It’s 
Monday!’ and ‘Thank God It’s Friday!’ They’ve realized that living for their pockets is too small a purpose. 
But because you were created for your kingdom assignment, it’s not just a job but about doing something 
that adds meaning to your life.  
 
2. Competitive advantage: No two human beings are exactly alike. V.28  says, ‘see how the flowers of the 
field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed 
like one of these’. You are unique! You can’t be duplicated! You have advantages your competition can 
never duplicate: your passion, your God-given talents, your assurance that this is what you were created for, 
the perseverance this brings even when things don’t work out. Anyone who tries to be you can only be 
number two!  
 
3. Divine Favor –As we make God’s agenda our priority, God takes care of our business! … Opens doors 
& gives you favor. I know this for myself; I experienced God meeting my needs supernaturally time and 
time again as I’ve pursued this vision of Mavuno! This kingdom assignment. I’ve experienced God’s favor 
when I was looking for a wife! When I got married, when I relocated back to Uganda from Nigeria. When 
we had our three boys! I can’t begin to describe his grace and provision.  Anytime when it seems like we 
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want to grumble I’m always reminded of these things and know that indeed God is faithful! V.30 says ‘If 
that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will 
he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?’ 
 
4. Freedom from Mammon –v.31 says So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them. As I follow my kingdom assignment, money stops being what I follow, and 
becomes a mere tool for me to accomplish God’s assignment. 
 
Resource follows assignment! How can you begin to practice your assignment? I believe there are three 
groups of people here… 
 
Some of you already know your kingdom assignment and have stepped out and began to practice it. Please 
stand. I pray that God will give you strength to stay focused. That even when challenges come you’ll 
remember this is what I was created for! And that as you seek God’s kingdom, all other things shall be added 
to you! 
 
Others clearly know what your kingdom assignment is but you’ve been terrified to step out of what you are 
currently doing in faith because of conditioning and fear. If that’s you please join those who are standing. 
May our God help you to be obedient and give you courage to break out of that mold and take the step of 
faith. He’s not given you that spirit of fear, but His Spirit is one of power, love and sound mind.  
 
PRAYER: 
But for most people, they are still in the process of listening to God’s direction. So let me invite the rest of 
you to stand. For you who have just stood, I pray three things. I pray that you will… 
 
1. Be Faithful That you will not just sit and wait to move elsewhere just because you dislike your current 
posting. I pray that you will hand in your resignation to Mammon and work for money no more! May God 
help you to embrace your current posting, because it is as you serve faithfully that you will connect with 
your life Assignment. May you see that your current position is God's gift to you and may He help you thrive 
where you’re planted. 
 
2. Be Excellent – I pray that you will work with such excellence that you'll become invaluable to your boss.  
3. Represent God –I pray that you will spread God's influence where you're placed. 
Office/Family/Business 
 
4. Whichever one of those categories you’re in, actively look for opportunities to extend God’s influence 
Resource follows assignment! 
 
Next week… we’ll going to talk about power! 
§ This week… leave a comment on the blog/FaceBook…  
§ If you haven’t signed up for Mizizi yet, please do so after this. Mizizi Starts Sunday 8th May. 
§ And if you’re a visitor, we’d love to connect with you briefly after the service. 

 
 
I want us as we conclude to pray together…  
 
 
PRAYER (Pro-Presenter): Dear Lord, I thank You that You are my provider. I embrace my current 
position as a kingdom posting.  I will work to extend your influence there until you direct me elsewhere. I 
renounce fear and complacency and choose to serve You as my employer to the best of my creativity and 
ability. I declare that my position is secured by You and not by any human being. . I will not be intimidated 
by anyone or compromise my faith to fit in. I declare that my workplace is under God’s influence because I 
work there. My office will be my altar and place of worship. I declare that all the enemies who work against 



5	

	

me will be opposed by God himself. My priority will be to extend Your influence wherever you place me. 
May I bring glory and honor to You in all I do. And according to Your promise, I know that I will walk in 
the plenty of your kingdom prosperity & provision all the days of my life.  AMEN  


