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QOD: Do you have a close friend who has done an influential thing in society? (How did that make 
you feel?) 

My Desire for Impact: Personal Story:  I had an interesting feeling the other day going through 
social media and I saw a friend of mine doing some high level conferences with renowned 
Motivational speakers in Lagos Nigeria and rubbing shoulders with the high and mighty and I was 
like Wow! There are two sorts of feelings I felt. I’ll be honest; one feeling is “NUGU.” It’s a human 
feeling of “eeeeee! Even me, I want! Please don’t judge me….  

But there is another feeling. A more sanctified one. It was a feeling of; I too want to make a big 
difference. I want to be a part of something big like that, something that will have an impact as I 
make it in life.  

For many it boils down to a 1.2.3.4.5.6. dream and Their desire is; How can I have ….. 

1. A beautiful spouse 
2. Two children 
3. A 3-bedroom house 
4. Drive a 4 by 4 car 
5. Own that 5-acre plot somewhere in … 
6. As I earn that six figure salary in Euros 

v All the while, having a significant impact in society. Being able to “give back” to society. Make 
an impact.  

In fact, a big part of our hustling and striving is trying to get into that dream and trying to make a 
significant difference in your sector of industry.  

Our Quest for Impact: There is a part of me that says I want to get that. “Tell me what to do and I 
will do it to get there.” This is a feeling that many of us experience. I want to make it and if possible 
get a little bit more. Get Rich or Die Tryin’/Make it or Make it…  When I get there, I will want to 
have that little edge. I wouldn’t mind -   

• More facebook friends, more twitter follows,  
• My name on that significant report, a best worker award, a place in the list of first class 

honors students 
• Have a relationship that is the marking scheme of relationships 
• A family with well behaved kids 
• Some good linked-in endorsements  
• Selfies with celebs,  

	



In our world many of us are looking for some kind of impact. Impact captures our imagination and 
that of the media: 

• Top 40 under 40,  
• HIT Awards, Buzz Teeniez Awards, Uganda Entertainment Awards, SMAs (Social Media 

Awards) 
• Inspirational stories in our papers. (Features) 

- These stories are filled with the steps, tips and activities that the people did to achieve the secret of 
their all round success. In fact, motivational books make their sales based on this premise. (Audacity 
of Hope, Long Walk to Freedom, Sowing the Mustard Seed….) 

Our questions often are - what did these people do? What can I do? How did they engineer their 
circumstances? How can I hustle, network and angle myself? What is the guaranteed plan? 

Introduction: God’s Word has some powerful insights on this.  God made you and I for impact. You 
were made for more. That is why you are constantly searching for more. You were made to have 
dominion over the earth Genesis 1:28 … God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky 
and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

While we are looking for the formula for success I find it interesting that Jesus flips the script on us. 
He shows us it is not “What You Do” but “Who You Know”. I like Jesus because he isn’t 
conventional. Through his example and in His word He has laid out for us a blueprint for impact 
beyond ourselves but as a family of believers. 

Please turn with me to Mark 1:14-20.  
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 
“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good 
news!” 

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out 
to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 

19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, 
preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men and followed him. 

A. Unqualified Recruits: 

There are two things that are very unique about the way Jesus launched his world changing 
movement.  

1. Who Recruited? 

Jewish Scholars/Rabbis: Among the Jews, the way things worked is if you wanted to become a 
scholar, you would inquire to find the best rabbi/teacher available and you would apply to them to 
become your mentor. They would then assess you and decide, whether you qualified to join their 
group or not. 



It is similar to today – where we hustle to get into the right space, the right qualifications to be able to 
do much.  

Illustration: That is what the whole idea of The Apprentice and Shark tank. Show me what you have 
and you can get the job or the deal.  

But in Jesus’ case, the equation was reversed. He is the one who recruited his team and invited them 
to follow him. As he later told them in Jn.15:16, ‘you did not choose me but I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit’. 

2. Who was recruited? 

Jesus could have had his pick of sophisticated people in Jerusalem but he instead came to a rather 
backward place called Galilee. He could have picked the most promising scholars but he picked some 
uneducated fishermen from the lakeside. He could have picked some religious leaders from the 
temple but he chose some marketplace people. He clearly didn’t pick them for their spirituality! In 
fact one could argue that he picked the people who were the least qualified. 

Let me ask you a question; how many here know that if not for Jesus, you are the least likely person 
to have been in church today? (Bad people (Un-churched) You did not grow up in a highly religious 
family. You were not in line to become an altar boy. You were not the most spiritually inclined 
member of your family. Some here were famous in bars. Some were addicts and had all kinds of 
issues. If this is you, then this scripture is great news for you! You didn’t qualify yourself to serve 
Jesus. He qualified you! Tell your neighbor, ‘Relax, it’s not about you!’ 

On the other hand, there are others of us here who were not so bad when we came to Mavuno. (Good 
people (Churched) You grew up in church, you knew how to pray and had been saved for years. 
You felt like a decorated war veteran – rather qualified to serve Jesus. You walked into Mavuno and 
you were rather judgmental; you were rather put off by that person next to you smelling of cigarette 
smoke! If this is you, then this scripture is a reality check for you! You didn’t qualify yourself to 
serve Jesus. He qualified you! Tell your other neighbor, ‘Relax, it’s not about you!’ 

The amazing thing is that somehow, God in his wisdom went out of his way to select all of us who 
are here today to join his revolution. In 1 Cor.1:26-29, Paul reminds us 26 Brothers and sisters, think 
of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many 
were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the 
lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the 
things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 

Jesus set out to recruit leaders for His revolution by deliberately going out of his way to choose 
ordinary, unqualified people who were minding their own business and living their own lives. In the 
same way we are unqualified recruits but he calls us to come follow him. 

 

B. Welcoming Community: 

This was an interesting gathering that Jesus was putting together. Fishermen, a tax collector, an 
activist, a money guy and so on. It was a community of people of diverse backgrounds and issues all 



collected together in a place where the good news of the Kingdom of God was spoken relevantly for 
them to understand and share it with the world. A friend of mine said, “Most of the great people that 
you see around you started by solving a local problem”. The greatness you see happens in the context 
of your community. 

It was a community of unqualified recruits that was welcoming and relevant for them. 

Mavuno Story:  In the same way, when Mavuno Kampala began 5 years ago, the focus was on 
reaching the least likely people - urban un-churched young adults. Many of them saw, and still see, 
the church as a place for religious activity or as a place where people just want your money. We set 
out to start a church where a generation that was disillusioned with or indifferent about the church 
would come and find hope, purpose and belonging. And starting with such people, we were to raise 
them up to become the hope of our country, our region, our continent and our world. 

We have seen many of our friends and colleagues who would never have been caught dead in a 
church on a Sunday come to check us out and love it, and have an encounter with Jesus! Marriages 
have been saved. Radical life change has occurred. The amazing thing is that almost 90% of people 
who come to Mavuno come because someone close to them invited them, or because they saw such 
dramatic change in someone’s life that they decided to investigate for themselves.  

Same Gospel Different Generation: And that’s why at Mavuno, we love to preach the same 
timeless message of the gospel but in ways our generation can understand. That’s why we reach out 
to our community the way we do. That’s why we do music the way we do, and why we conduct our 
services the way we do. That’s why we preach the way we do. How many people found Mavuno 
strange when you first came here?  

Explain Mavuno Services: In our services you will find music that helps us connect with God in 
styles and genres that you and other “unqualified recruits” will resonate with. We dance in response 
to our relationship with God. Our service hosting is relevant and engages our minds, and our hearts 
with current issues of the day in a relational conversational style. Our sermons are conversational and 
relevant to our lives today. Our messages teach you more about God and His word, especially 
because they give you practical handles and takeouts of how to live this word in a world today.  

Story: Kigali: How Mavuno Kigali began in a nightclub.  

Our Approach: Our approach is to go to where our generation is, and to preach the news about 
God’s revolution in ways that our generation can understand. We invite people to come just as they 
are. Rather than try to change how they behave or how they dress or how they talk, we introduce 
them to Jesus, and we step out of the way. We let Him transform them into world changers who 
impact others! 

C. Surrender for a Life of Impact 

Jesus called out unqualified recruits, and then gathered them into a welcoming community and then 
he gave them a vision of impact.  

Mark 1: 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once 
they left their nets and followed him. 



Fishers of Men: Because you see, Jesus’ call was not just ‘come follow me’ but it’s ‘Come follow 
me and I will make you fishers of men’. This is more than just a Sunday school song! I like to think 
about where these guys were before they encountered Jesus.  

Your Life and More: But Jesus’ challenge to them was, catching fish is not a bad thing. Jesus wasn’t 
trashing what they were doing. Jesus didn’t call them and tell them, come I will give you a new career 
that has nothing to do with what you are currently doing. He wants to convert your gift into a 
ministry. 

Jesus called his disciples and says, come with what you are doing and I will multiply it. Come with 
what you have and I will add a “Kingdom” impact dimension to it. Come with your job, dreams, 
profession, your ambition and I will make it more. Jesus offered to give a sense of impact beyond 
what the fishermen were doing. It was not just for the fishermen but also for Matthew the tax 
collector, Simon the activist, Saul the Pharisee aka apostle slayer and all the others.  

Jesus is inviting you to come with what you have and who you are and as you surrender to him, he 
will make you more. In other words, ‘surrender everything to me and I’ll show you WHY I made 
you! You see, all those ambitions you have are good. But those things you are hustling for, those 
plans for success you are making are good. But they are just an indication of the greater things that 
God created you for. So surrender those dreams to me, and let me show you why I made you!’ 

What does all this have to do with living an attractive Christian life? Everything! You see this call to 
follow Jesus is not a one-time event. It’s not like following someone on Twitter where you press 
‘follow’ and from that time on you get periodic updates on your timeline. Instead, saying yes to 
follow Jesus means fully surrendering your whole life to him every day of your life from that point 
on. It means you stop living for yourself. It means everything about you becomes a tool to impact 
others and extend God’s rule in their lives! God wants to make your life so attractive that you will 
influence many people for eternity! 

As I conclude, you remember the ‘My Influence List’. Do you still have it? It had 5 spaces on it. 
These are for 5 names of people who are near you who do not go to church. They are people who you 
resonate with because in a sense they were where you were before you were introduced to Mavuno. 
Welcome them into the family. 

PRAY 

• My Influence List 

• Surrender Of Life And Purpose 


