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Jesus demonstrated to us that greatness and success in life is not 
achieved in isolation. While Jesus wasn’t looking for people who had their act together, he was looking for 
people who were heading in the same direction. You see, not everybody around you will help you to achieve 
your life’s purpose.  
 
READ TOGETHER: Mark 3:13-19 and ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12 
 
There are 2 kinds of friends you don’t want to get too close to… 

• Those who can’t see your future because of your past. Some of your friends from the past will never 
support your dreams. They’ll look at you and judge you not because of who you are becoming, but 
because of who you used to be. But the 12 were different. In Mat.16:15, Jesus asked them who they 
thought he was. And Peter, answering on their behalf said ‘you are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God’. The 12 had come to understand his vision and believe in it. 
 

• Those who want to be around you because of what they can get –Jesus had such people around him. 
They wanted to be around him because he was famous. Jn.2:23 tells us ‘many believed in him as they 
saw the miracles he performed. But Jesus did not trust himself to them, because he… knew what was in 
their hearts’ (GNB). While he didn’t chase them away, he knew the difference between an acquaintance 
and a true friend. At one point when everyone else was abandoning him, Jesus turned and asked the 12 
if they too would leave him. Peter in Jn.6:68 answered like a true friend ‘to whom would we go? You 
have the words of real life, eternal life. We’ve already committed ourselves, confident that you are the 
Holy One of God’ (Message). The 12 were different, they were committed when no one else was. 

  
LIFEGROUPS:  
It’s hard to arrive at your purpose when you’re surrounded by people who are indifferent about the things that 
are important to you! This is why we have Mavuno Life Groups. Amos 3:3 asks the question ‘Can two people 
walk together without agreeing on the direction?’ (KJV). And so let me ask you…are your life group 
members your Life companions? We don’t have to be the same, but our diversity needs to be diversity with 
a common direction. People with common direction are people with common values. Our values are our core 
beliefs about reality, about our faith and our commitments in this life. To become a person of purpose, you need 
to belong to a community of purpose. A God-sized dream cannot be accomplished alone. If you want to succeed 
in your life of faith, you’ll need to do it as part of a team. This is your life group. A God-given community 
where we practice the three main values of: 

A. Association – Coming together with people with the same values in life. 
B. Application – Where we begin to practice the word we are hearing on a weekly basis 
C. Accountability – Close friends that hold us accountable to live out our faith and help us when we fall 

 
If you want to go fast, walk alone. If you want to go far, walk with others. 
  
TALKING POINTS: 

• What did the Holy Spirit say to you through this word? 
• Do you have relationships that are bad for you that you need to end? 
• What do you need to do to make your involvement in life group a priority? 
• Pray for your life group and one another 

 
CHURCH INVOLVEMENT: 

• Talk about the Sound Challenge. What have you pledged towards the sound challenge? 

 


