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Last week marked one year since I moved back to Uganda, to Kampala and I must say it is truly truly an 
honor to be back home! And it's not just because I am Ugandan but because there is a deep sensing that 
this is where God wanted me to be. There are so many things I love about Uganda but I want you to ask 
your neighbour; 
 
QOD: What Do You Love The Most About Kampala? 
 
Let me begin by describing some of the unique opportunities that exist in the city; 
 
1. First, Kampala is a Centre of commerce. You'll be shocked how many countries in the region come 

to shop right here.  
2. Second, Kampala is a place of diversity...this is a place where many different cultural groups reside. 

Kampala is also diverse in terms of usage, you find places to work, places to shop, places to learn, to 
worship, as well as town halls and courts. [You can find almost any people group here in the city] 

3. Finally, Kampala is a place of great productivity and creativity. This is because it attracts people of 
similar professions, when they come together they stimulate new ideas which spread fast. In fact this 
is the whole point of modern conventions in any city... they provide a place where people can 
connect with expertise, peers, money and other resources... [Queen of Katwe, Nyege Nyege Festival, 
Blankets & Wine (3X the cost from country of origin)] 

 
This is what gives the city its uniqueness and potential above all other human settlements. 
 
On the flip side however; 
 
QOD: What Don't You Like The Most About Kampala? 
1. Traffic ( It's There A Lot Of The Time) 
2. Bad Roads (Potholes, Speed Ramps(Bumps),Bad Drivers ) 
3. Governance: (Politics & Corruption, Nepotism) 
4. Education: (Low Standard, Commercialization, SEX EDUCATION LITERATURE IN SCHOOLS 
5. Poverty (Crime, Prostitution, Drug And Alcohol Abuse) 
6. Poor Health System (Insurance, High Cost, The Scourge Of Cancer; 

• Only existing cancer treatment machine at our referral hospital broke down. (Apr 2016) 
• 31bn Ugandan shillings ($9M) to build a bunker to house the new machine. 
• According to its 2015/16 policy statement, parliament which asked for Shs 331.9bn during the 

outgoing 2014/15 financial year is now asking for an additional Shs 162.2Bn ($47M)to bring the 
2015/16 budget  to Shs 463.9bn. 

• Shs 162.2bn can build 5 bunkers and there would still be change. 
• Over 2000 people (UG) who need treatment have to fly abroad for cancer treatment. And there 

are other countless stories of stranded people needing treatment for cancer that can't even afford 
it. 

 

	



At the end of the day, the question is always, “Who do you think is responsible?” And so majority of 
people are far removed from the problem... 

• I am busy, tired, overstretched. I am overwhelmed with responsibility and the things I am 
handling that I can scarcely spare a thought for the needs of our city, much less think of my own 
role in it. 

• Is there a way I can send money to sort out this crisis? That way I don't need to show up 
• What difference can my input/engagement make? (I don’t have a relative diagnosed with cancer 

so what can I do about it?) 
• I don't know what to do about it. 

 
So how do we live in the midst of the city? Should we resign ourselves to being an every man for 
himself society? Should we just subscribe to the law of the jungle; every man for himself ? 
 
Lessons from Jeremiah READ Jeremiah 29:4-7  
 
4 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 "Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6 
Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so 
that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the 
peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because 
if it prospers, you too will prosper." 
 
Jeremiah, writing to the exiles, had to respond to challenges presented to his faith by urban realities. 
 
This month I want us to address the question of our role as Christians in shaping the city. Find Out How 
To Live And Love Like The Legend We Were Created To Be. How are we supposed to relate to the 
world around us? Isn't it enough for us to be born again and maybe if we are fearless to have a daily 
bible study at the office? In any case isn't Christ coming back soon to take us home? As Christians we 
mostly gravitate to keeping our faith entirely separate from issues in the society. As we start this series, 
how do we live in the midst of the city where God has placed us? 
  
Because of social oppression and idolatry, the Jews were uprooted from their land to live at the margins 
of another society. The lifestyle of the Babylonians was perhaps as offensive to the Jews as the piglets 
were to the MPs. How were God’s people to respond to the urban challenge? How were they supposed 
to live? The first rule of engagement for them was this - seek the prosperity of the city. Not JEXIT (Jews 
Exit) 

The Jews were demoralized in this foreign land, it would have been very easy to sit about and do 
nothing. If anyone had a right to be uninspired and unengaged, it was these exiles. Even Jeremiah 
himself was behind bars as he wrote these words to them. Yet the prophecy called on them to be active 
and engage in this foreign land. They were being called to seek the prosperity, or shalom, of the city, not 
just hustle for themselves. 
 The word Shalom can be defined beyond just the expression “God’s peace be with you but it also 
includes economic, social and political satisfaction; the total well-being of all creation, including the 
environment. In effect, Jeremiah was saying: “Now that you have gone into exile and are living in a city 
of inequalities; the rich vs. the poor, the educated vs. ignorant, the powerful vs. the powerless, in order 
to survive, you must seek the prosperity of the city”. 

In other words, you exist in social solidarity in the city and have certain obligations as its 
members. You carry the weight of corporate responsibility, so engage with the society where you have 



been carried into exile. Notice the action words in this scripture: BUILD, PLANT, INCREASE, SEEK 
PEACE, PRAY. You Prosper, If It Prospers! 
  
So how does this all apply to us? 
 ` 
IF KAMPALA PROSPERS, I PROSPER. 
  
Many of us Ugandans will not engage until a situation hits home, we feel safe in our middle class 
lifestyles but It has got to concern us that so many people in our city live in abject poverty. 

 
Education: The vast majority of the kids in our city are getting their education in a school that is 

so run down. (UPE). Many of the middle class no longer take their kids to public primary schools and 
because its free, primary schools are basically underfunded. In fact many of the kids in our city are not 
even in those schools because there are not enough public schools. So how do you even begin to build a 
country when half the population is well educated and the other half is half educated? [Kitante vs. 
Kampala Parents’] (Story of looking for school for my son) 

 
Poverty: We allow hundreds of thousands of children to be brought up in the worst possible 

conditions way in places like Katanga, Kivuulu, Katwe, Bwaise, KiMombasa and to be systematically 
corrupted from their earliest years. Eventually, when these children grow up and commit the crimes they 
were obviously predisposed to commit, we punish them. In other words we create thieves, pickpockets, 
and thugs and then penalize them for robbery with violence.  
 

Charity: Incidentally, Ugandan Christians in general have been active in charity. We distribute 
what we have in excess, yet what is required is to change the structures which allow people to live in 
need and which make charity necessary. 
 
v In the case the Late Rosemary Nakabirwa, Ugandans raised over 100M UGX ($29K) before she 

passed on for her treatment.. 
v Carol Atuhirwe needed approx. $80,000 for her treatment abroad. She got them money but was 

delayed by documentation from Mulago hospital. (Letter of reference) 
 
Why do we wait till it's a dire situation before we  respond? 
  
IF KAMPALA PROSPERS, I PROSPER. 
  
Zero-In On Action 
Still, the question begs to be asked - So how do we find an area of engagement with society that is both 
long-term and sustainable? When the needs around us abound, how can one rise above feeling 
overwhelmed, and proceed to zero-in on one concrete action?  
 
Mention 
Every Sunday we have an influx of children from the area that are not cultured the way we want them to 
be cultured and what do we eventually term them? “ A nuisance!” OR even “A Menace” 
  
 
 IF KAMPALA PROSPERS, I PROSPER. 
  
Conclusion: Personal Takeout 



As I close this message many of you probably have many questions going through your mind? How do I 
engage the people around me? 
 

 The question stares us squarely in the face today. And the question is not, "If I stop to help those in 
need in my City, what will happen to me?" The question is, "If I do not stop to help them, what will 
happen to them?"  

 
1. BUILD: Engage in the social political and economic development of this city. 
2. PLANT: Settle Down, Get Rooted. (Think Globally But Start Locally) 
3. INCREASE: Have Children (Look After Children) 
4. SEEK PEACE: Be An Activist For Peace. 
5. PRAY: Intercede On Behalf Of The Country It's People And It's Leadership. 
 
IF KAMPALA PROSPERS, I PROSPER. 
  
PRAYER FOR UGANDA 
 


