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I love this time of year! The excitement of Christmas is tangible and you are hit by warm 
feelings towards others; even those you may not call friends. This is the time of year 
you’ll share more, love more, care more, hug more, give more, smile more, laugh 
more…. The joy of Christmas engulfs us. 
 
Imagine for a moment if every day were Christmas; What would it be like if we 
experienced Christmas all year round? 
 
We now celebrate Christmas with pomp, colour and all the noise we can have, but the 
virgin birth is much more than a Christmas story; it is a picture of how close Christ will 
come to you. 
 
Turn with me to Isaiah 7:13-14 (NIV) 
13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of 
humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 
 
Now, this prophecy came at a time when Judah was faced with invasion by its northern 
neighbours, Israel (also called Ephraim) and Syria. The King and all the people of Judah 
were terrified and their hearts trembled. But God instructs the prophet Isaiah to tell king 
Ahaz that God will destroy Judah's enemies. Isaiah delivers God's message to Ahaz and 
tells him to ask for a sign to confirm that this is a true prophesy but Ahaz refuses, saying 
he will not test God. Isaiah replies that Ahaz will have a sign whether he asks for it or 
not, and the sign will be the birth of a child. … And so, the scripture that we’ve just read. 
 
Christmas therefore was necessary because God needed to stay true to His word. What 
is of interest in that scripture is the name Immanuel. According to Mathew 1:23, 
Immanuel, means God with us. It means that the Messiah is truly God, as well as truly 
man: the name expresses the union of the two natures, human and divine; God became 
man on earth and his spiritual presence was with his people. This mystery is greater than 
us!  
 
The birth of Christ is an assurance and a fulfilment of a promise that God will be with us. 
The promised Messiah took approximately 700 years before his birth! It confirms that 
God is faithful and sovereign and whatever His purpose for you, however long it takes 
He’ll fulfil it. The assignment is to reach out for Him and stay connected to Him just like 
the people of Judah the lineage of Jesus. 
 
The most interesting thing about Christmas is how God touches the world. Look at the 
first stop of God when He decided to come and dwell among His people. It was a womb. 
I wonder what it must have been like for Mary to carry God. Well, it’s for us to wonder. 
But look at how God touches the world? Through the womb, in a human body!  And I ask 
you this morning, where will God go to touch your world? What He did with Mary, He 
offers to all of us! The same invitation He gave to Mary, He gives to all of us. “If you’ll 
let Me, I’ll move in!”  
 
Christ is so interested in moving in because God can’t dwell on earth but through a body. 
He must stay true to His word, “the earth He has given to man”. All throughout the bible, 

	  



whenever God wanted to act on earth, he had to use a human. Tell your neighbour – 
God needs a human to act! God needs me and you, uniquely, to impact the world! 
Philippians 2:13 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfil his 
good purpose. 
 
When we look at the life of Mary, we can say, with all humility, that she was a passive 
participant! Did she give God advice? Perhaps a change of name for the child Jesus? 
What did she have to offer? God did everything. Mary didn’t volunteer to help. She only 
accepted God’s word! 
 
Christian teaching is that he – God and man – is food for our souls. Union with him 
means becoming united with God: we are deified – we are treated as gods. His presence 
in us brings us on to a higher level of existence.   
 
Philippians 4:13 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength. And 1John 
4:4 reminds us that greater is He who is in us! 
 
But how can we experience the greatness of God in and around us? 
1. Prayer is a powerful thing; most of us rush through life and think we’re wasting 

precious time praying; forgetting that time spent in prayer is time invested – it is 
doing business with God. And what does Jesus say about prayer? Men ought to 
pray unceasingly. God needs you; stay connected to Him – that’s the only way He 
can direct you, the only way His power will come alive in you. Yet most of us are 
running helter skelter like headless chicken after Pastors, prophets and intercessors 
to pray for us and this isn’t effective; take this congregation for example; Mavuno 
Kampala has close to 600 members and by the time Pastor Njoroge goes through 
praying for each member, by name I must add, he won’t be able to do anything else! 
Guys you’re getting a raw deal looking for people to pray for you yet the power is in 
you! Just imagine if we all invested in prayer? Not waiting for worship and healing 
services; each one of us;  every lifegroup making prayer a big deal, this Church 
would be on fire and it can be on fire! 

 
2. Secondly, read God’s Word. Some of us have bibles, several versions - carrying 

them daily in our bags, they’re the centrepieces in our living rooms and placed 
lovingly on our bedside tables, but reading them? Never! Perhaps you’re among the 
few who’re reading their bibles, in fact, you have a reading plan. But are you acting 
out what you’re reading? Are you impacting the world as God instructs you in His 
word? 

 
We’ve run tired, breathless and sweaty to accomplish our to-dos; grappling in the dark! 
Forgetting that God has a to-do for us; if only we can stop doing and spend time with 
Him and listen. What would it do to you if you took a few hours, doing but in solitary 
silence ask God to speak to you? We’ve all assumed and accepted the 8-5 we engage 
in! No! 
 
Christ grew in Mary until He had to come out. Christ will grow in you until the same 
occurs. He will come out in your speech, in your actions, in your decisions. You, like 
Mary, will deliver Christ into the world. And yet, he was a baby in her, but He is a force in 
you. He will do what you cannot do. We miss out on the reason we were placed on earth 
— to be so full of Him that we could say, It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. - 
Galatians 2:20. Christ needs to be revealed to the world – it can only be done through 
me and you 
 
But perhaps you’re in doubt and are convinced that Christ would never live in you? 
You’re saying, I am such a sinner! Do you know what my life is like? Christ can never 
dwell in me. I want to tell you that, regardless of our sins, he decided to come down to 



dwell among us. If you look at the prophecy in Isaiah, no one asked for Immanuel, it is 
God who promised Him to the world, a sinful and wicked world. And this is because of 
his grace, because of his love. He wants us to experience this love all year through; and 
we can; with him dwelling in us and among us. Not because of what we can do, but just 
because we have surrendered our human bodies for him to use. 
 
His name is Jesus, but his nature is Immanuel – God with us. For Him to be among us, 
we must first invite him to live in us. He can be with us all year round, if we let Him. With 
God in you, you have a million resources that you did not have before. 
 
As I close,  
1. I would like to give an opportunity for those among us who’ve never received 
Christ Jesus. In Revelation 3:20, He says, “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with 
Me” This is the sweetest invitation from Christ, “If you’ll let me, I’ll move in.” He wants to 
use you to impact your family, this city, this continent and even this world. Nothing is too 
big for him but only if you let him in. 
 
Pray with me: Father, I know that my sins have separated me from you. I am truly sorry, 
and now I want to turn away from my past sinful life. Forgive me, and help me avoid 
sinning again. I believe that your son, Jesus Christ died for my sins, was resurrected 
from the dead, is alive, and hears my prayer. I invite him to become the Lord of my life, 
to rule and reign in my heart from this day forward. Please send your Holy Spirit to help 
me obey You, and to do Your will for the rest of my life. In Jesus' name I pray, Amen. 
 
2. I’d also like to pray for anyone who has in fact receive Christ, but has been too 
busy to take time to connect and receive instructions from Him. You’ve moved so far 
ahead of him, your prayer life is lukewarm and everything else in your life has been more 
important. But now you want to reconnect and resubmit your life to the Lord.  
Pray: Lord, you see each and every person standing in this auditorium. You hear the 
silent cries of their hearts; We repent of our sin of lukewarmness. I pray that as they 
choose to obey you today, they can trust in the promise that You are always with us! 
Help us to be so full of Christ that we can say along with Paul “It is no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me” so that through our Spirit-empowered behaviour, choices, and 
attitudes; we can deliver Christ to a weary world in need of You! We thank you Lord for 
the season of remembrance of you choosing to come dwell with us. In Jesus name, 
amen 
 
Now Behold the Lamb (Song) 
 
And now all together; 
O Lord, live in me. May your love beat in and through my heart. May You speak through 
my voice, may You act through my body. Jesus, be the strength of my soul and the fire 
that purges wrongs from my desires. Fill me with Your great abounding grace, with the 
indescribable desire for prayer and your word. In this season, may you come alive in 
every area of our lives. In Jesus’ name, amen. 


