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2 Corinthians 5:14-20 
 
We continue with the family conversation and we pick up from our last conversation about conflict in 
the family. As I said, there is no conflict like Family conflict. Family conflict can become so emotional 
and detrimental at times that we are pushed to extremes that completely kill the relationships around us. 
We have conflicts with different members of the families that when we hear their names or someone 
talks about them, there is always a reaction from our side that evokes different feelings for every 
member of the family that you are in conflict with. 
 
For some when we hear the word  

a. Father, there are feelings attached to father.  
b. Mother,” there are feelings attached to your mother,  
c. Older brother, younger sister, son, daughter.  

 
This makes family so extremely complicated. If human nature is anything to go by, we find ourselves 
thrown to the place where we begin telling our selves: I don’t care. 
  
I have Pain. My dad left when I was young; I just don’t care and that is my story or has been for a long 
time, I have been indifferent. Maybe for you it is a brother, who has gone rogue and you are so 
indifferent about him, in fact he lied to you and you want nothing to do with him, you just don’t care. 
Your daughter, you don’t know what you did wrong. You did everything you knew to do.  
I am sure if I was to ask around, majority of us have that, “I don’t care” person. 
  
But here is the question? Do you really NOT care about that person? Are you sure that you don’t care? 
Then why are you angry? Why does your face change every time we mention their name? Why are you 
squirming on your seat right now as we start to talk about this? Why are you drinking too much? Why 
did you get into addiction? Why are you sleeping around if you really don’t care about that person that 
you got into conflict with to the point where you desired nothing to do with them? 
  
“What happened?” Why are you that way? You know what I think the problem is? I still think you 
care, and part of the reason you feel that way, is a manufacturers default setting, that you were created 
to care. Think about it, there’s just something about that thing where we just . . . we want our dads to 
love us. You might be indifferent now but we want our father’s approval. Every little girl wants to be a 
princess; every little boy wants his dad to say those things every son wants to hear. A lot of us want to 
hear that from our older brother, our older sister. Every dad wants to be his son’s hero; every mom 
wants her daughter to say, “I want to grow up and be like you, mom.”, and you’ve tried to decide, You 
know, I just don’t care what he thinks. I don’t care what my mom thinks, because I am moving on. 
But you were created to care. And I will show you how in a few minutes. So when you start whispering 
to yourself and telling yourself or hearing yourself tell other people around you, “We’ve just moved on,” 
you need to pay attention to that, because it’s scary and it’s a dangerous lie.  
  
And no matter what the pain is like, no matter what the hurt is like, and regardless of how much time 
goes by, we were created to care when it comes to family. So today, I want to talk to you about 

	



continuing or beginning the process of reconciliation with family members. For you it may be a father, 
mother, brother, a sister, it may be a brother-in-law or sister in-law, it might be a son or a daughter. I 
want to talk specifically to those of you who are Christians; those of you who would say, “I’m a 
follower of Jesus. I’ve placed my faith in Christ. The reason I want to direct this message specifically to 
you Christ followers is because there is a reason that is so compelling that it goes beyond any benefit 
that this process might have for us, although there is a benefit. It goes way beyond whether it even 
works, whether or not there is any kind of reconciliation. 
 
I am going to say some tough things here today, but I want to say that the boldness of what I am about to 
stay, is not derived from my brilliance, but from the authority of scripture. I will begin by elaborating 
the scripture on this bit of reconciliation and then I will talk about us. 
  
That as Christians, as we’re about to see, we don’t have any choice in the matter but to keep the door 
open to reconciliation and to refuse to tell ourselves I don’t care, because God created you to care.  
 
Now, if you’re NOT a Christian, or you don’t know, or you used to be, and you are trying to figure the 
whole thing out, whatever the situation is, I’m so glad that you’re a part of this message, it may not be as 
compelling enough for you, but it’s still something to think about. Because at the end of the day, I 
believe for all of us, Christians or non-Christians, that this is a battle that’s worth fighting for. 
  
That even if there is no actual reconciliation, even if they never come around, never see it your way, 
even if you’re never best friends again—perhaps it’s a relationship that you really shouldn’t move back 
into the way it was. Perhaps it was a relationship that was abusive, and you’ve got your boundaries set 
up, and you’re trying to stay within those boundaries. I mean your situation may be different, but in 
terms of reconciliation and the openness to reconciliation, even if you don’t win, this is a battle worth 
fighting, because it’s so good for you.  
  
I want to just go ahead and give you the bottom line of why it is that those of us who are Christ 
followers must continue the process or begin, once again, the process of reconciling with family 
members. Here’s how the apostle Paul sums it up. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:14 (NIV) 
 
14 For Christ’s love compels us, 

Not our love for Jesus, but his incredible love for us compels us. The New Living Translation or 
the Amplified version says,” Christ’s love controls”. Basically, it means that the love of Christ 
limits our options, and narrows our focus, almost to the point of forcing us to do the only thing 
that’s left open for us to do. What is that?   
 
The apostle Paul goes on, and his language is kind of challenging, so I’m going to try to lead you 
through this, but it’s so important. 
 

14 For Christ’s love compels us we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 
To which we’re going, “Okay, I got the first half of that, Jesus died, but I don’t know about all 
dying.” It’s like Paul is writing this or dictating this, and it’s like he’s thinking, Okay, that wasn’t 
very clear. Let me say it a different way. So, he repeats the same idea: 

2 Corinthians 5:14 (NIV) 
15 And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died 
for them and was raised again. 



Here’s what he’s saying: that because Christ gave his life for us we are to give our lives to 
him. That because Jesus said no to what was in his best interest for our best interest we’re to say 
no to ourselves for his best interest. To die to yourself is basically to decide that when I’m up 
against a wall and I have a decision to make and I know what God wants me to do and I know 
what I want to do, I’m going to say no to me and yes to God. Easy, right? I mean, we do it all the 
time. Not! 

  
Then he continues: 
18 All of this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ . . . 

The common definition of reconciliation as it relates to relationships is  
1. The restoration of friendly relations.  
2. The action of making one view or belief (compatible) like-minded with another. 

 
We see from this definition that the words restoration and compatible are part of reconciliation. 
However, the root of reconciliation is the word conciliation, which is the action of stopping 
someone from being angry. When we have reconciliation, it means that we restore our 
relationship to one that enables us to be compatible and friendly with one another again. 

  
ILLUSTRATION: Think about a locksmith who takes a blank key and he sticks it into your lock and 
then he works on it and he sticks it in the lock and he works on it, and works on it until this blank key 
fits perfectly into a lock. He reconciles that blank key so that it opens a lock. God is working on us, and 
working on us, until we become like Christ the way he intended for us.  
  
Basically, here’s what he’s saying: through Christ God removed every obstacle to reconciling with 
us except us. In other words, he set the table, he opened the door, and he sent us an invitation. And the 
only reason a person would not reconcile with God, through Christ, is because the person chooses not to. 
God has done everything he can. And all he waits on is for us to say yes. 
  
Another way to say it is this: the only obstacle to you being reconciled with God is YOU. 
Now, here’s what he’s leading up to: that just as God was the innocent party, and just as we were the 
guilty party, and just as the innocent party has every right in the world to say, “I’m done with you. I 
don’t want to have anything to do with you. You hurt me; you stole from me; you embarrassed me. 
You’re wrong and I’m right, AND I DON’T CARE! God said, “You know what, I’m going to initiate 
the reconciliation process, even though I have no reason to and no one would expect me to. I’m going to 
do everything in my power to pave the way for reconciliation.”  
  
When you became a Christian, when you were reconciled with God; you remember this. Some of you, it 
wasn’t that long ago. You came to God with bad habits and he reconciled you anyway. You came with a 
past; God reconciled you anyway. You had sin in your life. You didn’t even know it was sin until you’d 
been a Christian four or five years. And that had been in your life for years and years after you had been 
reconciled to God. 
 
That God set the table, opened the door, made the invitation, you finally said yes, and you came just as 
you were. And here’s what Paul says, and this is where the rubber meets the road.  
The Prodigals ring, robe, sandals and calf were being prepared while he was away! 
18 and he gave us a ministry of reconciliation. 

In other words, if you’re a Christian, your life, your message, your words, your behaviour is to 
be a message of, “Hey, you can be reconciled to God. Did you know that no matter what you’ve 
done you can be reconciled to God? Do you know that no matter what your addiction is, what 



your problem is, what you’re dealing with, you can be reconciled to God? That you don’t have to 
clean up your act before you can be reconciled to God? Do you know that God will accept you 
just as you are before you do anything? 
 
That’s the message of Christianity. And we’ve been given that message to live out and to share 
with people whenever they are interested. And he elaborates. 
  

18 God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. 
So, the picture of reconciliation that we’ve taken advantage of as Christians is that God did not 
count your sins against you. He just said, “You’re invited. I forgive you. I forgive you.” “But 
God, I’ve got all this junk.” “I know. I forgive you.” And then there’s the junk we don’t even 
know we have until we get reconciled. It’s like, “Oh, my gosh, you love me and you knew about 
all this?” “Yes.” Because the key phrase, the key to understanding reconciliation—and this is 
where we get tripped up with family—the key to understanding reconciliation is this phrase: “in-
spite of”. That God was reconciling the world to himself in-spite of. And this is our problem, 
isn’t it? 

  
You see the reason I don’t want to be reconciled to you is “because of”. The reason I have such a hard 
time with you is “because of” ... The reason I want to write you off is because of. The reason I don’t 
want to have anything to do with you anymore, is “because of” … And God, through Christ, says, “No, 
the message of reconciliation is a message that’s in-spite of.” And he doesn’t leave us alone; he goes 
on.  
 
19 And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ ambassadors, 

Do you know what an ambassador is? A representative! That, if you see me, I’m the best 
reflection of Christ you’re going to see. You know, that’s the whole idea of being an 
ambassador, that I represent someone.  

 
20 We are therefore Christ ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 

Here’s what he’s saying: because of what you experienced, the process of reconciliation—that 
God initiated in-spite of you, he says that we are to live that out and carry that message 
everywhere we go, which means we have no real option but to offer reconciliation to the people 
we do not want to reconcile with, because we are the ambassadors of our Saviour.  

 
Now I realize, for most of you, when you became a Christian nobody explained this. It’s like, “Wait, 
wait, wait!” And, in fact, if you are not a Christian you may never become one because of this. It’s like, 
“I’m not doing that. You know, I don’t want to . . . Look, if you’re telling me I’ve got to reconcile with 
her because God loves me, I think I’ll just skip the whole thing.”  
  
We quickly and very eloquently communicate to people that they can be reconciled to God. We even say 
to that brother, sister or that deadbeat father of yours, “You can be reconciled to God in-spite of your 
sin, but you can’t be reconciled to me because of your sin.”  
In other words, “I have standards and they’re higher than God’s. So, honey, you go ahead and be 
reconciled to God, but you’re not going to be reconciled to me. You can be reconciled to God in spite of 
what you’ve done, but I’m not going to reconcile with you because of what you’ve done.” 
  
Now look, I know some of you could stand up and tell your stories and when you finished telling your 
stories I would be tempted to say, “Forget all this Bible part. I hate him too. I hate her too. Let’s just hate 
her together. In fact, I want to send her a WhatsApp message. Just forget everything I’ve said. You get a 



pass. Everybody else has to be reconciled but you don’t have to apply this message because that’s the 
worst story I’ve ever heard.” Some of you have lived those stories. Some of us have friends who’ve been 
through those stories. And the whole idea, that I would ask you to begin the process of reconciliation—it 
seems like an insult, doesn’t it? 
  
There are so many elephants in the room; it’s like a circus of elephants with us walking between them. 
There are so many issues, hurt, pain, and I can’t imagine getting into that again.”  
And so, here’s what I want you to understand: reconciliation is not about let’s sit down and talk about 
this one more time. Reconciliation isn’t about justifying myself to you so you can see the world the way 
I see it. That’s all about because, because. Reconciliation is in spite of. 
 
In other words, we’re going to move on with our relationship in spite of what you have done or said. 
Which is what God did. By this pacification, therefore, the barrier was removed, and, God having 
assumed a gracious attitude toward the sinner, it is possible for the sinner now, influenced by His love, 
to come into a friendly relationship with God. Reconciliation, is removing the barriers of anger, pain, 
bitterness and assuming a gracious attitude toward the other person, so that it is possible for them 
to come into friendly relationship with you. Reconciliation is a process that begins with an attitude 
that acknowledges what was done for you by Christ is way much more than what you will ever do for 
others. Reconciliation isn’t about bringing up the past. It’s not about convicting; it’s not about coercing; 
it’s not about changing. It’s all about in spite of. While we were yet sinners and going to sin—Christ 
died for you in-spite of. 
  
Come on, when you became a Christian, you didn’t become a Christian after you got it all worked out 
and straightened out. You didn’t even know half of what was wrong with you. Most of the stuff that you 
don’t like about you, you discovered after the fact. And yet God loved you in spite of. And that’s the 
ministry of reconciliation. So, it has nothing to do with getting all that stuff sorted out.  
  
Okay, but Wa, “but you know I’m afraid if I go over there it looks like I’m condoning that relationship. 
It looks like I’m condoning their behaviour.” You know, “My mom moved in with that guy, and if I go 
hang out with them or invite them over for Christmas it looks like I’m condoning the relationship.” So, 
you’ve decided my best defense against reconciliation is I don’t want it to look like I’m condoning 
something that I don’t condone. 
 
Listen to this, listen, God sent Jesus into the world. God sent his Son into the world, not to condone what 
we’re doing, but to live in such stark contrast and to let us know that there’s a God who loves us. He 
came among us. And yes, some people are going to think you’re condoning it, but you’re not. You’re 
being an ambassador. You’re doing the uncomfortable thing. You are reconciling, and you’re not there 
to accuse them and help them understand how wrong they are. That’s not what reconciliation is. It’s in 
spite of; it’s not because of. 
  
“What if it doesn’t work?” So, what? Let me ask you a question: who did Jesus die for, which people? 
Three letter word and it starts with an “A.” All—the ones that believe, the ones that don’t believe, the 
ones that receive, and the ones that don’t receive. Is God’s grace only sufficient for the people who are 
going to believe? For God so loved the future Christians that he gave his only . . . NO! God sent his Son 
into the world, knowing it wasn’t going to work all the time for everyone. All God is asking us to do is 
to make the painful decision to slowly begin to set the table, open the door, and extend the invitation, it 
may not work, but God will work in you. 
 



In fact, I believe that when you decide to reconcile, that will become the epicenter of God’s activity in 
your life. God will get more done through your meagre efforts, through your willingness to move in 
their direction than anything else going on in your life right now.  
  
RESPONSE TIME: 
So, let me ask you: who is this person? Who is the “I-don’t-care” person, who’s the person you’re 
tempted to say, “I just don’t care.” And if you’re a Christian, would you be willing to take at least a baby 
step toward doing for them what your heavenly Father did for you? You’re not doing it for their sake, 
you’re not even doing it for your sake, you’re doing it for Christ’s sake—because Christ’s love compels 
us to do it and left us no good option. 
 
Now, you know part of my temptation in this message was here are three things you can do, or here are 
five things, or here are some suggestions. You are smart enough to know what the first step is. The 
problem is deciding to take it. In just a minute, as we close the service, here’s what I’m going to do: I’m 
going to ask any of you who, while I’ve been talking, know who I’m talking about in your life. If you’re 
a person whose kind of got an, “I don’t care” someone, I’m going to ask you to stand. Here’s why: 
because that’s going to be your first step.  
  
Because when this message is over, nothing in your world will have changed. When this message is 
over, you’re going to go back into the same environment, the same relationships, with the same 
emotions, with the same resistance, with the same soundtrack of sad music playing in the background, 
with all those pictures, with all that rejection, with all that fear, with all that angst—it’s all still there. 
And there’s not going to be anything in you or around you to compel you to take this step that you 
know, in this moment, your Saviour probably wants you to take. 
  
So, I’m going to ask you to go public with a group of people, who you don’t know, to say, 
“You know what, this is my first step toward what I know God wants me to do.” I’m not suggesting that 
anyone move back into dangerous, abusive relationships. You’ve got boundaries; you need to pay 
attention to all of that. I’m talking to those of you, you know, you’re just mad. You’re just angry. And 
you’ve tried not to care, but you’re created to care.  
 
And then, when you stand, we’re going to cheer for you; we are. We’re just going to erupt into applause. 
It may just be one person. It’s okay if you’re the only one. But I’m just telling you, this is your way of 
saying, “I am willing to do the uncomfortable. I am willing to take a bold step. I don’t want to spend 
another season of my life withholding from her what God so generously gave to me. And I’m not doing 
it because it’s going to work. I’m doing it in-spite of the fact that it may not. I’m not doing 
this because we’re going to get everything all worked out. I’m doing this in-spite of the fact that we 
may never get it worked out. I’m not doing this because it might force them to see my side. No, I’m 
doing this in-spite of the fact that they may never see my side. I’m going to do this because this is what 
I was created to do and this is what my Saviour has called me to do.” 
Please stand and the rest of us I want us to cheer them on (as the band rumbles behind) 
  

 


