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Destination destiny 
Ps.	Mike	Onen	-	24	April	2016	
“True	North”	Series	
Sermon	Notes	
 
(Story of passion towards purpose: Pastor Arome Immanuel Tolkula and Bem Ichull in Gboko in Christ Family 
Ministry;2001) 
 
 ‘Lord, help me discover the purpose You created me for. Give me a vision; something so big that I’ll not just be 
willing to live for it, I’ll also be willing to die for it!’  
 
Deep inside every human being, there is a hunger for significance, a longing to live for something greater than 
ourselves. None of us just wants to be born, go to school, get a job, get married, have babies and die. We want our 
lives to count for something greater than ourselves. I believe this is one thing that makes us different from animals. 
Put animals in a suitable environment where there’s adequate food, water, a mate and space to roam and they’ll be 
happy for life. But human beings are different. Even with all these things, we know it’s not enough! There’s a 
vacuum inside us that constantly pushes us to want more out of life. We were created to live for something greater 
than ourselves. And that’s what we’ve been talking about this whole month. And today, I want us to answer the 
question I know many of us are asking, ‘how do I begin to find out what this specific role or purpose is?’ 
 
Fortunately for us, we have a roadmap, God’s word; which points us to our true north. We’ve been looking at lives 
people who have navigated their way to purpose and today I want us to look at King David. There are two 
scriptures for me that summarize his life well.  
 
Psalm78:70-72 (NIV)  70 He chose David his servant and took him from the sheep pens; 71 from tending the 
sheep he brought him to be the shepherd of his people Jacob, of Israel his inheritance. 72 And David shepherded 
them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them. 
 
Acts 13:36a summarizes his life this way… ‘For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own 
generation, died’ (NRSV). 
 
Isn’t that what we would want to be said of our lives? I want to look at David’s eulogy. It’s the kind of eulogy that 
all of us would want written about us when that time comes. David wasn’t a ‘nice guy’ who had his act together. 
He slept with his buddy’s wife and then to keep his buddy from finding out, he used his position to have him killed. 
His life was not an easy one; many years of it were spent in exile, living in caves, away from his family, a dissident 
on the run from a hostile government. His family life was also not all that. One of his sons raped his own half-
sister. One of his other sons then murdered his rapist brother. The same said son engineered an almost successful 
military coup to do away with his father. Yep, he had issues! And yet despite this, the summary of his life is a 
positive one. He ‘shepherded God’s people with integrity of heart; ….’ 
I believe that David’s life exemplifies all the things we’ve talked about this month… 
 

1. If you’re headed in the wrong direction, driving faster wont get you there. You need to stop for direction! Another 
of my favorite summaries of David’s life was stated by God Himself. It’s in Acts13:22, ‘David son of Jesse is a 
man after my own heart; for he will do everything I want him to.’ David had discovered the secret of alignment and 
so he prioritized spending time with God. He was totally sold out to God’s will for his life. so much that he always 
sought out God’s counsel before any major decision he made. God Himself could boast about him. Can God make 
the same boast about you?  
 

2. If you want to go fast, walk alone. If you want to go far, walk with others. David was that he was surrounded by 
great people. When they started of together, they were pretty ordinary people. 1Sam.22:2 … ‘all who were in 
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distress or in debt or discontented gathered round him’. But with time as they fought together, this group became a 
formidable fighting unit called the mighty men. These are the men who would stand by him, even in difficult times. 
And when he became king, they were a huge part of his support. At Mavuno, our Life Groups provide are designed 
to surround you with a core of people who will usher you into God’s great purpose for your life. 

 
3. Refinement precedes assignment. David humbly served his father, looking after sheep. In the mundane, day-to-day 

life of a shepherd, he learnt to fight off lions and bears that would steal his sheep. Later on he served faithfully as 
King Saul’s personal entertainer. Working every day for a very moody, violent and unpredictable boss. He didn’t 
realize at the time but God was giving him all the training he would need to become a warrior & to understand the 
life of a king.  

 
God will use that service to refine you for your assignment. And that’s why at Mavuno, we provide opportunities 
for you to serve. To learn the lessons of servant leadership that will help you become who God is calling you to be. 
Thanks for all of you who signed up to serve last week.  
 
Seize God’s purpose by sharing God’s concerns’ Even for David, despite his inauguration, it wasn’t until he 
decided to take on Goliath (talk about a problem that everyone could see but no one was doing anything about) that 
his true destiny became clear to everyone in Israel.  
 
A respected Christian leader how they knew that what they’re doing was what God wanted you to do said, ‘I found 
a need that everyone could see but no one was doing anything about, and I decided to do something.’ 
 
What are the things around you that you know must be concerns for God? What are the problems that no one is 
addressing, but God must be concerned about. I like to say that problems are opportunities in disguise. And if that’s 
the case then being African means we have many opportunities! Our beloved continent Africa is facing some huge 
goliaths. These goliaths have stunted her, and kept her from being who she was created to be. And God is 
concerned about them. These giants include: 
 
1.Poverty / 2.Poor leadership / 3.Disease / 4.Illiteracy / 5.Spiritual emptiness / 6.Moral Decadence in Society 
 
Seize God’s purpose by sharing God’s concerns. 
 
How do we seize God’s purpose and share His concerns in the context of our lives, our careers, our businesses, 
our families? They are wonderful people with a warm relationship with Christ and who are very involved in 
ministry in their churches. But there’s a disconnect between their personal spiritual life and their everyday life. We 
have not been faithful and effective in mobilizing the vast resources of the church for the fulfillment of the Great 
Commission. Otherwise, we would not be in a situation where we still have some two billion people who have yet 
to hear the good news. I believe there’s a reason I was born African. I believe there’s a reason that God put me in 
this country. And I believe as I concern myself with His concerns, I will begin to discover that reason. 
 
Our mission as a church is ‘turning ordinary people into fearless influencers of society’. This means that our  
ultimate passion is not to equip you to serve the church, but to equip you to CHANGE society. That’s what it’s all 
about! All this stuff about coming to the services regularly, joining Mizizi, entering a small group, serving in a 
church ministry… it’s all a means to an end! There’s a no hidden agenda! The world needs Wealth creators, 
humble statesmen, passionate health practitioners, compassionate counselors, practical educators, daring artistes, 
bold media practitioners and radical church planters – this is the finished product that Mavuno is manufacturing! 
Rom.8:19 says ‘The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed’ 
When God looks at you, he doesn’t see you as the world sees you; He sees a son/daughter of God, bursting with 
potential, just waiting to be released to change the world. Look at your neighbor and say ‘Take a good look at me 
now – you won’t recognize me when God is done with me!’ I believe that God is raising EVERYONE here to be a 
solution provider for the continent of Africa and the world at large.  
 
Remember… Seize God’s purpose by sharing God’s concerns  
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We believe the church is the hope of the world. Our continent will be changed as God’s people who have been 
discipled are released into greatness, in every sector of society. The challenge is many times once people have been 
changed as a result of some responding to God’s call they are not ready to reciprocate that same sense of 
responsibility of being a change agent. They want it to be the church’s business to continue the work of 
discipleship. Who is the church? (Don’t tell the church, do something about it! God spoke to you!) (Story of Mizizi 
Kamplala 2009/2010) 
 
Start from where you are! If we wait until we have the money, the political connections, the expertise, and the 
comprehensive knowledge needed, we will be of no use to our society! 
God isn't asking for what you don’t have. He is simply asking for what He gave you in the first place. Give him 
who you are/what you have and it will be enough! He turns all our problems into potential, all our obstacles into 
opportunities, all our shortage into supply. And at the end He receives all the glory!  
God seldom gives extensive details on the front end of His call. He is more likely to call you to follow Him one day 
at a time than to spell out all the details before I begin to obey Him.  
 
When a church becomes a factory of greatness, you won’t be able to keep people away. Greatness is attractive. 
People will come to your church not because of the crusade you did or the fact that they saw you on TV, because 
they can see there’s something different about the people in that church. Jesus never had to put up a sign inviting 
people to a crusade! 90% of first timers come to Mavuno because a friend invited them. Many of them say they 
saw the friend’s life change and wondered what it was about Mavuno that did that. (Stories of change influencers) I 
look forward to seeing a church of thousands of mighty men and women who are each advancing God’s kingdom 
and changing Uganda, the continent of Africa and the world. 
 
God created us for kingdom greatness. Don’t just settle for your dreams. Our dreams are so small compared to 
God’s dreams for us. 1Pet.2:9 ‘But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,  a holy nation,   a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.’ 
 
CLOSING 
PRAYER 
§ Someone who has an idea what God is calling you to do but you’ve been afraid… 
§ Someone who knows what God has called them to do but they’ve retired… 
§ Someone who’s wanted to give their life to Christ but hasn’t (no calling without a caller) 
Accepting Jesus as Lord and savior should be the first step in discovering God’s will for your life here on earth, yet 
many Christians never get past that first step. 
 
MENTIONS: 
The Refresh Challenge 
Sign-up: Never done mizizi before Life Groups Facilitators 
(Availability of books for sale at the info desk.) 
 
Benediction. 
Eph.1:17-19a 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that 
you may know Him better. And may the eyes of your heart be enlightened in order that you may know the hope 
to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, and His incomparably great 
power for us who believe. 
  

Go into the world as those who are called. You were known, formed, set apart and appointed. Now glorify God in 
your workplace and in your home. May God give you grace as you seek to join Him in what He is doing. And all 
God’s people said AMEN 


