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CHARACTER 002: MARY – The Wounded Follower 

 
Good morning Mavuno! How was your week? Good? So so? Alright! Well it 's a 
privilege to be with you again this morning. My name is Michael Obbo Onen aka 
Mike-O, and I'm the Services and Worship Pastor at Mavuno Hill City all the way in 
Nairobi. I am a Ugandan husband to one wife woman and father to three boys; Israel, 
Michael Jr., and the third... to be announced after this commercial break! T.B.A 

This month we started a series called C.S.I (Cross Scene Investigation) where we 
simply want to investigate the Characters Around The Cross. Last Sunday we started it 
off by investigating our first character Barabbas whom Jesus replaced on the cross. 
The cross designated for the notorious criminal was given to an innocent man. The 
scandal was that Jesus, the innocent king dies instead of the condemned subject 
Barabbas and how we  like Barabbas have missed the cross and have been set free! 

YOU'VE MISSED THE CROSS, YOU'VE BEEN SET FREE! 

He paid for the injustice of sin to provide a way out. That is the foundation of the 
grand plan of release, the redemptive plan for all mankind. And as we walked in that 
revelation we symbolically wrote on a piece of paper things we needed to leave at the 
cross and crushed those things that were keeping us bound. (Fear, shame, guilt, 
emotional pain, physical pain, disease, anger, addiction, lying, spiritual oppression, 
depression, lack, hate) Did anybody receive their freedom last week? We've been 
hearing some amazing stories and we  thank God for that! 
 
Today we want to look at another character around the cross. Jesus' ministry had 
several strong women of faith involved in it, because they too had been changed by 
His ministry.  
But before we jump into it, let me ask you to turn to the person next to you and ask this 
question: 

Qn. What’s the hardest thing you have ever had to go through in your 
life? How did you feel?  
Back a couple of years, I'm on campus probably about year 2 or so in the middle of a 
difficult relationship, financially struggling, then tragedy strikes! On my birthday, a 
very good friend of mine gets involved in a horrific head on collision. She was 
practically family. She was on a boda-boda and they slammed into a car. She suffered 
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spinal injuries and had to undergo multiple operations to stabilize her condition. She 
eventually lost use of her legs and had to be confined to a wheel chair for life. During 
that season the hospital was an almost daily route for me as I went home. Then like 
that wasn't enough her brother who was my best friend, couple of years later suffered a 
sickle cell anemia crisis and passed away. All this in one family! And every time I 
found myself asking why? Even as I stood over his covered grave I'm asked why? As I 
looked at my friend in the  wheelchair I asked myself Why?I mean the lady in the story 
was coming from Choir rehearsals! It wasn't like she was coming from a party or from 
doing things! Her brother on the other hand was one of the most selfless people I had 
ever met. In spite of his constant anemic attacks he gave everything for the Worship 
ministry he was involved in! 

 

Bad things happen to good people. Some of you have asked God hard questions. You 
may even have become bitter with God. You have felt deserted, neglected, hurt and 
ashamed by one who should have come for your rescue. 
Humanity is born to pain. Stuff happens. Unexpected. In quick succession sometimes. 
The question of pain and suffering has been a crucial subject of debate by theologians 
and philosophers.  
Someone you had given your heart to walks away. Or sticks a knife of betrayal or pain 
deep down your heart and walks. An accident happens and leaves maimed or subject to 
pain for months. The cruel hand of death steals a friend or relative. You are released 
from a job because someone does not just like you.  
That is suffering at a personal level.  
But there is suffering at the macro level as well. The holocaust. The Rwandan 
genocide. Ebola’s indiscriminate claim of life in Western Africa. The 147 who were 
recently slaughtered in Garissa; the recent xenophobic attacks on immigrants in South 
Africa... 
Where was God when all this was happening? Why did he not intervene? Does he 
even care? Why does he sit back passively and watch innocent people suffer? Is Satan 
more powerful than God? 
Difficult questions, no easy answers. 
What do you do when pain and suffering comes knocking? How do you live with the 
unanswered questions? How do you carry on with life? 
Today we look at a character around the cross who took Jesus' death personally. She 
was a wounded follower. She was Mary the mother of Jesus. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Mary was a teenage girl espoused to Joseph. Like any girl in Jerusalem, she wanted a 
quiet marriage. And she was getting ready for one.  
 
Then one evening, an angel appeared. A pregnancy was announced and things changed 
forever. It was not like she minded – it was every girl’s dream to be the chosen one. 
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She was all too happy to be the servant who brings forth the Messiah. It was not an 
easy decision to make though because Joseph was involved.  
She was a virgin (never touched by a man), godly, obedient, submissive and 
courageous. A great woman. 
Her due date was close, but she needed to travel for a national census. After walking 
probably for days, she ended up in labor next to some animals. Not a pretty 
environment, but she was determined to do her God-given part. She knew from the 
beginning he was destined for something great. But he grew up a normal boy. 
When he was 12, Jesus was left in Jerusalem. After 3 days, they realized that he was 
not in the family crowd. They went back looking for him, only to find him with the 
teachers of the law, talking about the Scriptures. He was about his father’s business, as 
he put it.  
At around 30, Jesus started his public ministry. He was rarely home. The fame of her 
son must have caught Mary by surprise. Some praised the rabbi, some hated him with 
a passion. She heard of the opposition, the ridicule and the talk from the religious 
circles. She knew that things might not end up very well.  
Furthermore she had been foretold by Simeon: “This child is destined to cause the 
falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that 
the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul.” 
(Luke 2:34, 35)  
But nothing can prepare a mother for a cruel death of her son. 
She heard of many supernatural things he did, and she witnessed some. In fact, she 
was there when he turned water into good wine in a relative’s wedding. (Don't ask me 
the percentage). She stuck with Jesus all through. That is what good mothers do.  
 
THE INCIDENT 
Let's turn our bibles to John 19:20-27 and I read from the New International Version.  
John 19:20-27 (NIV) 
20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the 
city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews 
protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be 
king of the Jews.” 
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
 
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, 
one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, 
woven in one piece from top to bottom. 
24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, 
“They divided my clothes among them 
    and cast lots for my garment.”[a] 
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So this is what the soldiers did. 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he 
loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman,[b] here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, 
“Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
 
Mary was a faithful follower who had to endure the pain of the cross in a very personal 
way. She suffered at home and in public for her relationship with the Savior. Now she 
was standing there, watching her son die the most painful death ever.  
Suffering!  
A lot can happen in a day. Yesterday she hugged her son bye as he left for Passover 
celebrations in Jerusalem. Within a few hours, he had been sentenced to death and now 
the execution was on going. For 6 hours he hang there. He did not curse even though 
he was constantly provoked. He was quiet, graceful even. In fact, he extended 
forgiveness to one of the bad guys besides him.  
Mary, the mother, is taking all this in.  
What is going through her mind? What questions is she asking? 

§ Why do I have to go through this, and yet I have faithfully followed God? 
§ Why can’t God do something? Why does he just sit there and watch? 
§ What is the meaning of all this? Why me? Does this have any benefit? 

Then there is a moment. Tender and unforgettable. A moment of tears. 
He hung naked on the cross. The Roman soldiers stripped him and kept his clothes. 
Mary is watching all of this. Jesus had to look her way; he knew the pain she was 
going through as she watched this.  
He musters some energy by pulling himself up, takes a deep breath and utters the 
tender words to her mother: “Woman, behold your son.” Then he turns the heavy, 
wounded head towards the youngest of the disciples, the one he loved, and said: 
“Behold your mother.” What care Jesus communicated by that act! Suffering but more 
concerned about his mother than himself. 

The main point is this: Because he endured the cross, he understands and 
cares when I endure mine. 
Mary was standing there! What a strong, courageous woman. She had enough strength 
to watch this on her feet. She watched her adult son brutalized, tortured, abused, teased 
and mocked. She endured it all.  
Mary lived in the background for a good while of Jesus life. But in this moment of 
need, agony, pain and deep loss, she stands at the foot of the cross. A mother's-heart in 
display.  
Was the devil winning? No! There was a deeper meaning to the cross. It was victory 
disguised. God could have intervened, but he chose and chooses not to many times. 
Evil is a reality we will have to live with around us for long. “But in all these things 
we are more than conquerors!” 
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Because he endured the cross, he understands and cares when I endure 
mine.  
Two questions that beg for answers:  
Where are Jesus siblings? Answer – They never believed. (See Matt. 13:53-57; John 
7:5)  So they must be away somewhere, minding their own business.  
Where was Joseph? Answer – Last time Joseph is mentioned is when Jesus was 12. He 
had probably died at some point. Otherwise he would be here with his wife and son.   
Mary must have asked: I have been faithful to God, I risked my relationship for this, I 
have stood with Jesus all through, is this how it ends? With the deepest of pains?  
Do you ever feel like God has not been fair to you? You have kept yourself , but there 
is no dude to marry. You have served at church, attended every worship night, given 
towards relocation, but the family is still dysfunctional? Or you still broke? Ironic 
isn't? 
Because he endured the cross, he understands and cares when I endure 
mine.  
Lessons: There are a couple of lessons to learn from this story; 

1. Comfort in the midst of pain – Jesus, the one who endured the worst of human 
pain does feel you through pain. He looked and talked to Mary. 

2. Community heals – Never walk alone, especially when in pain. Pain calls for 
family and friends. He pointed Mary to family. 

He emphasized on th need for both to be there for each other. 
 

3. Cause (There is a greater case, a bigger picture ) – There is a grace that God 
extends to us during pain to see and understand the greater cause. Suffering 
molds character; creates wounded-healers and glorifies God. Mary must have 
remembered this was meant to happen for a higher cause. 

Because he endured the cross, he understands and cares when I endure 
mine.  
Are you caring the pain of a broken relationship: marriage, dating relationship, family, 
friendship or work relationship? It could be betrayal, desertion, hurt, violence or 
abuse?  

Are you carrying the pain of a disease or disability? Are struggling with the pain of 
seeming denial – no spouse, no child, no job, no cash, no friends? 

Are you carrying the pain of loss of a loved one? Have you become bitter instead of 
better? Has the fire left you with burns or purified you? 
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Are you wondering where God is? 

Pain should draw us to the cross, not away from the cross. We have comfort from 
the Jesus who knows pain real well. He is the God of all comfort. God has provided us 
friends, life group members and family who stand and walk with us at times of pain. 
Community. Stick with your friends. And there is a cause. God never wastes his 
children’s pain. He makes lemonade out of lemon by using your pain story to bless 
others. 

Because he endured the cross, he understands and cares when I endure 
mine.  
 
Song: Moving Forward Chorus (You make all thing new...) 
Prayer: 

Those who have been going through pain to stand and have others stand with them, 
and pray for them. 
 


