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RUTH 2:1-12 

QOD. What is the craziest pick up line you have used/used on you/or heard of? 

All over the animal kingdom there are very specific ways in which the female species can show and know 
that the males are interested in them. In fact guys, if you're looking for a unique activity to do on 
Valentine's Day, you might be interested in borrowing some ideas from the animal kingdom... 

Here's an example of what NOT to do on Valentine's Day, obviously. To attract a mate, male hippos pee 
and defecate at the same time, according to Mental Floss. Then, they use to their tail to spread it around 
and spray it at the female.  

Wow, your armpits are so sexy!" said no one ever, except for the Buff-breasted sandpiper. To woo a mate, 
males flash their wings and do a double-wing courtship display, according to the Nebraska Bird Library. 
The females get a glimpse of their silver-white underside -- dubbed "armpits" in this BBC video -- and 
can decide whether to mate with him or move on, according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  

Flamingos know how to go on one heck of a group date. These social birds engage in an impressive and 
elaborate "dance" to attract makes, as shown here. Congregating in huge colonies of 5,000 to 
100,000 individuals, flamingos move in sequence, and do anything from marching, honking or bobbing 
their heads back and forth. Breeding pairs then leave the group and tend to be monogamous until at least 
the next breeding cycle, according to the Denver Zoo.  

 But in the human world things are not quite so simple. Especially in the cities where cultures mix 
and blend. This valentine women all over the world are looking for men to meet. But many good women 
don't know how to meet good men or even how to distinguish between casual interest and real interest. 
The challenge is that even in these modern times society is still quite conservative and it frowns on 
women pursuing. So men today we want you to help us with this dilemma.... How does a good woman 
identify a good man? What are some qualities that can help us distinguish between losers who are 
just wasting their time and guys who are really interested?   

The space is even more chaotic because we hear the world telling us that men are dogs and women just 
have to take charge and sort themselves out. And this messaging is so pervasive, that we are gradually 
resigning to the fact that this is what it is and this is how life is.  One of the results is that there is some 
pretty strong messaging out there about feminine power and potential; to the extent that we have 
misaligned somewhat from seeing the glory that is in the male species and the potential. Hollwood has 
several stereotypical males: 

1. One of them is this: .  “… TV/film/media portray men as bumbling buffoons with lower 
intelligence, unreliable and insignificant;” said Patrick Wanis, Ph.D., a human behavior expert. 
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“Hollywood is a business. Its primary concern is selling movies and [it] believes the best way to 
do this is to appeal to women.” in the entertainment and advertising industries, which have made 
billions in the past few decades portraying adult males as lazy, clueless, emasculated idiots. Think 
of television’s beloved Homer Simpson.  

2. A second one is the Badass Loner: He rides into town out of nowhere, his past mysterious, his 
manner tough and aloof. There’s a touch of violence to him, but his effortless aura of cool makes 
him irresistible to the ladies.  

3. The Strong Silent Type: He doesn’t talk much; words aren’t really his thing. He never asks 
questions and he doesn’t answer many, either. Nobody knows what’s going on inside his head… 
until it’s violence o’clock. Then he’s expressive, all right; he’ll express a dozen people to death, 
never saying a word except for a trenchant quip here and there. It is a serious problem that this 
stereotype is so popular; it encourages boys to hone their imagined ninja skills rather than their 
ability to express themselves. Example:The hit movie Equalizer  

 
 You know, society tells us all sorts of things about men; this society has led us to believe that 
men cannot be depended on to behave honorably. but God's word tells us something different... 

Ruth 2:1-12 The Message (MSG) 

2 It so happened that Naomi had a relative by marriage, a man prominent and rich, connected with 

Elimelech’s family. His name was Boaz.2 One day Ruth, the Moabite foreigner, said to Naomi, “I’m going 

to work; I’m going out to glean among the sheaves, following after some harvester who will treat me 

kindly.” Naomi said, “Go ahead, dear daughter.” 

3-4 And so she set out. She went and started gleaning in a field, following in the wake of the harvesters. 

Eventually she ended up in the part of the field owned by Boaz, her father-in-law Elimelech’s relative. A 

little later Boaz came out from Bethlehem, greeting his harvesters, “GOD be with you!” They replied, 

“And GOD bless you!”5 Boaz asked his young servant who was foreman over the farm hands, “Who is this 

young woman? Where did she come from?”6-7 The foreman said, “Why, that’s the Moabite girl, the one 

who came with Naomi from the country of Moab. She asked permission. ‘Let me glean,’ she said, ‘and 

gather among the sheaves following after your harvesters.’ She’s been at it steady ever since, from early 

morning until now, without so much as a break.”8-9 Then Boaz spoke to Ruth: “Listen, my daughter. From 

now on don’t go to any other field to glean—stay right here in this one. And stay close to my young 

women. Watch where they are harvesting and follow them. And don’t worry about a thing; I’ve given 

orders to my servants not to harass you. When you get thirsty, feel free to go and drink from the water 

buckets that the servants have filled.”10 She dropped to her knees, then bowed her face to the ground. 

“How does this happen that you should pick me out and treat me so kindly—me, a foreigner?”11-12 Boaz 

answered her, “I’ve heard all about you—heard about the way you treated your mother-in-law after the 

death of her husband, and how you left your father and mother and the land of your birth and have come 
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to live among a bunch of total strangers. GOD reward you well for what you’ve done—and with a 

generous bonus besides from GOD, to whom you’ve come seeking protection under his wings.” Last 

week we talked about how Naomi had made up her mind to return home. Now what you need to 

understand is that when she arrived she pretty much had to begin everything from scratch. Typically when 

someone goes to another country in search of economic opportunity, they have to start at the bottom. The 

hope however is that despite the difficulty they will be able to work their way up.  Through a tragic turn 

of events Naomi lost not just her husband, but also her two sons, which meant that she returned to Judah 

completely impoverished.  

 Naomi had an in-law named Boaz, a man of considerable means and reputation. During the 
harvest period, a farmer was prohibited from reaping his field to the edges and gathering the leftover 
sheaves. These were left for the needy. Ruth, as the younger of the two, nobly volunteers to go into the 
fields to collect what she can. It just so happened Ruth worked in the field of Boaz that day. Ruth was 
unaware of the significance of the “chance” encounter about to be described.   

When Boaz comes from the city to inspect his laborers, he notices the industrious young woman gleaning 
in his field. Upon inquiry he learns that she is the Moabitess recently returned with Naomi. There are 
certain things that Boaz does in this encounter that are the qualities of an honorable man:  

i. Boaz addresses Ruth directly (v. 8) and takes actions to provide for her safety and well-being 
during the workday.  

ii. He encourages her to remain close to the young women reaping in his field (v. 9). This would 
provide her a more favorable position than any other gleaners and would insure her success. Upon 
her expression of gratitude and bewilderment that he should show such kindness, Boaz explains 
that he was aware of her personal sorrow and misfortune (vv. 10-11).  

iii. He concludes with a brief prayer that Yahweh would honor her faithfulness and sacrifice (v. 12). 
iv. But Boaz's kindness did not stop here. At mealtime he gave her special attention and extra food. 

After lunch he made provisions for Ruth to have more than the leftover sheaves; the harvesters 
were ordered to leave stalks behind intentionally for her to gather. The result of her day's work 
was an ephah, an impressive amount for a gleaner.  

 As a wealthy land owner relating with a poor laborer on his property, he could have taken 
advantage of her and no one needed to ever know. He could have started a clandestine affair with her, a 
friends with benefits arrangement because as a foreigner with no safety net, who would she have run to? 
But instead he acts honorably. Boaz becomes like a big brother. He says to Ruth: Stay here because you 
will be safe." Men how many of you are big brothers to women at work, in college, in the neighborhood, 
without asking for favors? Many women fall prey to men because they are vulnerable economically... 
Many girls are looking for school fees, good clothes and these needs expose them to being taken 
advantage. At the same time of course women, even when we are in dire circumstances you cannot afford 
to accept material things in exchange for your honor and dignity.  

 The main thing in this story is the ability of Boaz to restore what was such a bitter and empty 
situation; a mara situation.  His initiative is a game changer in the story. This story has many ingredients 
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to it, but Boaz plays the role of changing the game. He appreciates the plight of Ruth, he responds to her 
situation by making some interventions to offer support. 

 Men you have the God given capacity to restore. MY ONE POINT IN THIS MESSAGE IS: 
MEN YOU HAVE THE GOD GIVEN CAPACITY TO RESTORE.  Maybe no one has told you 
about your God given role and you have been living like a dog, because this is what society has told you 
that you are. Perhaps you have been so intimidated by the success of women around you that you have 
began to feel irrelevant.  

When Ruth goes home and tells her mother in law about the favor she had received that day through 
Boaz, she exclaims and says v.20 "Why, God bless that man! God hasn't quite walked out on us after 
all! He still loves us in bad times as well as good!."  

Your ability to handle yourself well as a man in your relationships at work, in your dating 
relationships, as a husband, as a father, has the power to restore people's faith in God. And 
conversely your inability to handle yourself well in relationships has the power to destroy people's 
faith in God. My one point in this message is  

MEN YOU HAVE THE GOD GIVEN CAPACITY TO RESTORE 

 Boaz notices the industrious young woman. Boaz inquires about her. He takes action: addresses 
the girl directly, etc....He concludes with a brief prayer that God would honor her faithfulness and 
sacrifice.  

Men, let your life chart a different course. Elbow your neighbor and tell them "No more side dish" Take 
the way you relate with women seriously. Do you really want to be with this lady? If not let her go... That 
is someone else's daughter, someone else's wife and someone's mother.  

 Men, God is calling you to defy the stereotypes that Hollywood wants to impose on you. Refuse 
to be goaded by your boys into using Valentine as a cheap excuse to score some three points. What we 
see in this passage is the idea that a real man is someone who acts honorably.  

And this is not just for those in the dating space... for those who are married, when your marriage is in 
jeopardy, what I see in this passage is that as men, God is calling you to take the initiative to call for help 
or to get some kind of intervention. Refuse to let the pressure of work rob you of meaningful time with 
your family. Refuse the pressure to be pushed to the periphery of the relationships in your family. 

May I say some things to the sisters: In this story, Ruth responds in deep humility and gratitude, 
acknowledging how much his kindness has comforted her. v. 13. Her words "spoken kindly to" literally 
spoken to the heart of, portray a beautiful picture. His actions must have meant a great deal to her. They 
represent the first cheerful thing that has happened to her since the death of her husband in Moab. After 
widowhood, exile and acute poverty, her encounter with Boaz was a turning point in her life.  

Women you have the opportunity to dignify the men in our lives by treating them with humility and with 
gratitude. Acknowledge the things they are doing. Yes perhaps they could do more, but you can 
appreciate the things they do. You are not in competition.  
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Many men feel that women come at life with an entitlement attitude... When Boaz is kind to her, Ruth is 
so grateful. Many women are out to take advantage of men. I want to say that many men are generous but 
what undermines their generosity is your lack of gratitude and ever growing list of demands. I tell my 
wife often that many men feel so unappreciated  

As women maybe you need to back down a bit and keep quiet. The power of women is so big... you need 
to take your place and just chill. Women can be very abrasive. 

TAKEOUTS 

1. ACT HONORABLY: Many times men in the dating scene look at women and say: I can't touch 
that one too much drama. That drama many times is male induced from a father/boyfriend. 
People are what they are because of the challenges they have gone through. There are a lot of 
good people but life has happened. Many women are wounded... but if you come in as a good 
man you can unlock who these women really are. When you come honorably like Boaz women 
can begin to flourish. The way you act will either draw out people or cause them to retreat. Many 
men look at women, and say I can't touch that girl, she has a lot of baggage. And Ruth had a lot of 
baggage. Their social circles meant that they would never have crossed paths. Boaz was aware 
that this family had a lot of issues. The message reveals to men the power of acting honorably. 
This man completely redeemed this family because of his honorable actions.  

2. DONT USURP THE MAN'S POSITION. Allow me to speak to those who are both single and 
married for a moment. I know that many of our situations are not ideal. Perhaps you are not 
married to a Boaz. Don't speak ill of him publicly. Even when we earn more than men, or have 
more education than the men, we can still act in a way that dignify men. In dating relationships, 
many women say I can't date anyone who does not have a masters, or a certain kind of salary. 
That if you are not living a certain kind of life then we cannot even have a conversation. AS a 
wife you can still be the one earning more money but don't use that to deflate him or render him 
irrelevant. Being a man in the home cannot be limited to economic terms . It plays a role but it is 
not everything. You are telling me to step back. but my man is not a Boaz. If I don't hold it 
together it will fall apart.  
 
Prayer: 

• Pray for the man to act honorably to the women around them: sisters, mothers, 
employees/workmates, wives etc. 

• Pray for the women to dignify the men in their lives. 

 

 

 


