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LAST WEEK RECAP (Refresh Challenge): 
o We are formed to be a part of God’s family. 
o The essence of being part of a family; 

1. Meets needs  2. Shares the joys of life  3. Eases the pain 
4. Shares the load  5. Forgives the faults  6. Speaks the truth 
7. Fans the flame 
 

Q: What would you do if found out you had only six months to live? How many said… 
• Go for a holiday destination that I always dreamt of 
• Get married ASAP 
• Consolidate our investments 
• Make up with people who I have wronged 
• Spend more time with family 
• Write a will 
• Spend all my savings 

 
As we go through the Refresh challenge, the three things that we would like to see God do 
in our lives, is to Refresh our relationship with Him, our relationships with one another 
and our reason for living. Scripture tells us of a guy who was very similar to us, who suddenly found 
himself on the other side of eternity. And from that side of eternity he discovered that his priorities 
were completely different from how he had been living.  
 
Read Luke 16:19-31 (NLT) 

 
19 Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed in purple and fine 
linen and who lived each day in luxury. 20 At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who 
was covered with sores. 21 As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, 
the dogs would come and lick his open sores. 22 “Finally, the poor man died and was carried 
by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was 
buried, 23 and he went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far 
distance with Lazarus at his side. 24 “The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some 
pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in 
anguish in these flames.’25 “But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your 
lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being 
comforted, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides, there is a great chasm 
separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over to us from 
there.’ 27 “Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at least send him to my father’s 
home. 28 For I have five brothers and I want him to warn them so they don’t end up in this 
place of torment.’ 29 “But Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned them. Your 
brothers can read what they wrote.’ 30 “The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if 
someone is sent to them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to 
God.’ 31 “But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they won’t be 
persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

 
Jesus wastes no time in describing this rich man.  He gives us a couple of important details: notice 
first, this man was clothed in purple and fine linen.  His clothing was the best money could 
buy.  When it came to himself, he spared no expense.  (Branded clothes) 

	



 
Next, Jesus mentions that this man feasted every day.  When you think about feast, you’d think 
about a special occasion. To this man, his feasting was so common he hardly even thought of it as 
special. 
 
This rich man may not have been so different from many of us. Perhaps he wanted what many of us 
want: A good job, living in a good part of town, driving a car that is worth looking at. And having a 
net worth with nine zeros. 
 
My take is that because this guy was a hard worker he experienced some significant success. It is 
likely that over the years he had worked his way up to where he could live in the part of the city he 
had always wanted, he could take his kids to the schools he wanted, his wife no longer had to work, 
and they could afford an annual holiday at a destination of their choice without stressing over the 
cost of tickets. In other words, this guy was living in the present life like there was no after life, or no 
tomorrow. And then suddenly without warning he died and found himself on the other side and 
unfortunately he ended up in hell.  
 
His priorities completely changed after he was given a glimpse of eternity. His immediate priority 
was to get some comfort in the midst of his torment and to send an urgent message to his brothers to 
help spare them the torment he was going through. The rich guy seems to have been surprised by his 
reality. He is like... "go and tell those dudes..." For whatever reason, he appears not to have received 
the brief about heaven and hell. Or else he did not understand the magnitude of the situation. Maybe 
this is where many of us are... We have heard that heaven and hell exist, but it is a distant reality 
for many of us. He must have woken up in hell and said “What in the HELL is going on?” 
 
The biggest issue is that we are consumed by the life that we are living. We are living in the 
moment, caught up in all sorts of temporal pursuits. My one point in this message is: Had he known 
he would have lived life differently! 
 
I have a question for you: How concerned are you about eternity and the eternity of the people 
in your life? Are we fulfilling the great commission that God has given us? Most of us spend most 
of our energy thinking about our future here. We hardly spend any time and energy thinking 
about our eternal future both for ourselves and our friends and family. 
 
Who are those people who matter the most to you that if you needed to tell them to have a 
relationship with God, that would be your top priority? Many of our family members are really hard 
working but they don't know the Lord. If you and I don't do something now they will find 
themselves in that place of pain and torment. I pray that this would be a wake up 
call. Many of us also access our family based on material things not realizing that if anything 
happens, their eternity is unsure. That was the situation with this rich young man. And the truth 
is… Had he known he would have lived life differently! 
 
It always amazes me how we get so easily desensitized to the world as soon as we are saved. It’s 
almost like: “Now that I’m in the boat, those guys had better swim here too!” Come join the club. 
Have you ever wondered where you would be if no one ever reached out to you? Called you, invited 
you, and persistently followed up on you? It’s in churches that we have the least compassion for the 
un-churched. When we encounter them you almost seem surprised like that wasn’t you a few years 
ago. (Story about evangelism with staff and associates.) 
 
It’s no longer about conviction or compassion but about convenience. No one wants to 
inconvenience themselves to reach out to people who are where they used to be. 
It’s almost offensive to even suggest that they attempt to reach out to them. The late Myles Munroe 
said something, “Compassion is not Compromise”. To get a pig out of the mud you might have to 
get muddy. To reach out to the lost will require some level of discomfort. 
 



Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 
 OUR COMMISSION: 

a. make disciples 
b. baptizing them 
c. teaching them to obey HIS word. 

 
Why Don’t People Evangelize? 

1. Evangelism is not popular. It’s not the in-thing.  
2. People don’t feel qualified to share the gospel. 
3. It’s uncomfortable. (Not my personality) 

 
 
Step One: INTERNALISE The reality is that we all have family and friends among us who are non 
Christians….Take the piece of paper on your seat and write 5 names of people in your life who don’t 
have a relationship with God. How do I wake up thinking of these five guys? Put that piece of paper 
in your wallet. Get their pictures. Get your phone out and send a greeting to any one of your three. 
Start praying even if it is just a weekly prayer. 
 
Step two: INVEST in relationships with these people. We need to help people see that we have 
compassion and a love for them and within that an agenda for their life which is them. Share the love 
of Christ. It is your love that will win people to Christ. How do you invest with family, with friends 
and community? Ask people how they are doing?  How can I pray for you? When you eventually 
invite them, they can see that you care for them. Make a point of welcoming new neighbors to the 
neighborhood. Participate and start to engage in some of those WhatsApp groups that you are a part 
of.   
 
Step three: INVITE people to the church service. Don't give excuses for not evangelizing when you 
get on the other side. Do your part now and God will work out the rest. The issue is not them it is 
me. Many of us decide that people don't want to be bothered. Possibly the rich man might have had 
all sorts of excuses for why he didn't tell his brothers... Many of us feel that my people are too busy, 
I don't want to bother them, I haven't even nailed this thing down this Christian life myself. For 
others of us we hold back because these people hear not just our message but also about our life. 
These are the people with whom we used to get high with and go clubbing with. Beliefs are personal 
truth is relative. 
 
For some of these guys the best you can do is to get them into a space. We have phenomenal 
services here at Mavuno Church Kampala, different life transformational experiences 
(Ndoa,Mizizi,Simama...), Worship nights, special events… and God will do the rest. For those in a 
small group we would like you to pray about taking other people through mizizi. Mizizi is a non 
threatening space for you. The people that God is putting in your heart, would you begin to consider 
if you can invest and invite them to the next mizizi class come September. 
 
Imagine with me that if each of us invited two people we would have an extra 600 people who 
would have the opportunity to have a different future. 
 
WE ARE GOD’S PLAN A FOR THE LOST. 
 
Solutions: 



1. Do evangelism with someone who has done it before. 
2. Look for invitational opportunities. 
3. Your testimony is very powerful. 
4. Make use of evangelism tools. (4 Spiritual Laws, Evangecube) 

 

What is God calling us to do? 
a. God loves you - LOVE 
b. Man is sinful and separated from God - Repentance 
c. Jesus Christ is the only provision - Reconciliation 
d. We must individually receive Christ – Salvation & Restoration  

 
Pray 
• Salvation 
• Grace and Courage to invest and invite those who are lost 
 
 


