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CSI-3 

PETER: THE CONVENIENT FRIEND 

 

Good Morning Mavuno! It is so good to be here; to be with you all - fearless influencers of the 
society.  

My name is Kennedy Kirui, I am a Pastor; I am married to Lillian Njeri and we serve together in 
United Faith Chapel, a campus church in Kampala International University. It is so good to be a 
part of this movement and to be associated with Mavuno. 

We have been going through a series: CSI (Cross Scene Investigation) and it is my great pleasure 
and privilege to bring you the rest part of the series. We started by looking at Barabbas, the man 
who missed his cross. We saw that Jesus took the cross for all of us, and that Because he died, I can 
choose to live in freedom. He became the Passover lamb so that he may release us from the limiting 
power of sin and disease. We wrote those imprisoning things and symbolically nailed them to the 
cross. Last week we looked at a feminine character; Mary. The women were well represented 
around the cross. They had a stake in it. We saw that Because he endured the cross, he understands 
and cares when you endure your cross. 

Today we look at the most conspicuous guy around Jesus. But before we jump into it, let me ask 
you to turn to the person next to you and answer this; 

DQ –What is a thing you did or said on the road or at work that surprised you about you – an 
‘oops!’? (Receive or give a bribe, do the finger thing on the road, shout at someone?) 
I love God. Yes I do. And most of us would say so. 

In fact, why you wake up on a Sunday morning and make your way here is because something is 
alive in you. You want, or actually claim, to be a follower of the Cross-Man. You sing songs that 
suggest that He is at the center of your life. That’s why you would live for him. ‘It is all about him’, 
we sing! 

But is it easy to dance to the tune of the song Monday to Monday?  

Not in a country like ours, or a workplace like yours. Often we have our “faith-oopses”. We do 
some things we should not do if we were to be true to the confession of our faith. We fall, fail, side 
step the faith and disappoint ourselves.  

Lie to a client. Like someone a little too far. Receive some money in a secret account. Corrupt your 
way out a bad situation, like a traffic offence. Gossip about a boss or slander a colleague. Work to 
frustrate a mean workmate. Block someone on the road. Use a four-letter word like ‘love’ on 
someone who pushes you to a corner. Disobey a boss, quietly. Watch porn at work or in a hotel 
during a work trip. Cheat on your boyfriend. 
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CHARACTER 003: PETER, THE UNSTABLE FRIEND 

BACKGROUND 

He rarely lacked something to say. Hardworking man. Daring for sure. Violent when provoked – he 
cut someone’s ear at some point. A natural influencer. 

He was a lot. But to Jesus, Peter was a friend. He was among the first ones to be called to follow the 
Rabbi from Galilee. He was there among the few when Jesus was transfigured and some biblical 
characters joined him. In fact, he so liked the experience that he wanted to build some shacks up 
there. 

This gentleman was a family man – at some point Jesus healed his mother in law. Jesus often stayed 
at Peter’s house. He went by the name Simon for a long time. Jesus renamed him Peter! This man is 
daring to the core. He once stepped out of the boat and walked on water, at night. He hosted Jesus 
not a few times. As a fisherman, he was persistent and diligent.  

Was he a great friend? So it seemed. He had done internship with Jesus for close to 3 years. Walked 
together, done some fishing, resolved a few conflicts, spend nights in the same house and witnessed 
the power of heaven together.  

In fact, Christ allowed him to assume leadership of the top executive team. When the 11 were not 
sure what to make of mysterious Jesus, Peter, moved by heavenly forces declared, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. It took madness and guts for a Jew to say that of a lowly Galilean 
carpenter. It was a huge statement, with serious implications. 

THE INCIDENT 

Mark 14:65-72 

Fast forward, Jesus is at the garden called Gethsemane. He is saying his last prayers, so to speak. 
Some mean-looking elite team from the high priest’s office show up: the temple guard. They do not 
look like they have come for friendly theological debates. In fact, they come to the master and 
proceed to arrest him. Peter, recovering from a sleepy state, remembers that he had been warned to 
bring along some weapons. He looks keenly and recognizes the man firmly holding the man he had 
grown to love, admire and even worship.  

“Malchus man, what do you think you are doing? Who do you think you are?” The temple guard 
must have said something a little unkind. Peter does not remember feeling his hand reach for the 
sword. He just remembers thinking that this evil man must be stopped. That someone had to take 
initiative and do something.  

Peter swung the sword like a strong warrior and no nonsense fisherman fighting for his friend. He 
missed the neck, but at least he got the ear. Malchus shouted in pain. Jesus turned, took the 
disconnected piece of flesh, restored it and rebuked his friend out of violence.  

Off they dragged the street preacher for trial. Peter followed, his heart racing. Wondering: “What 
can I do? What will happen? Could this be what Jesus kept saying? I remember I rebuked him when 
he kept predicting death. And he said some unkind words to me. Was he serious? Is this the night? 
What should a friend do in such circumstance?” (May be he even asked What Would Jesus Do?) 

He probably held an emergency on-the-go staff meeting to strategize. The agenda was simple – 
How do we save Jesus and how do we punish Judas? The team follows Jesus through to the 
religious leader’s scandalous trial.  
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Peter sits down to warm himself on this cold night as he manages his anger and clarifies his course 
of action. The night is already dark, but darker it’s about to get. A slave and a maid in quick 
succession accuse Peter of being with the suspect. Peter, to save his skin, denies it. Who would say 
yes in such a dangerous messiah-hating crowd? Peter had to think fast. Instinctively, he muttered 
out the oldest dodge in the world, “I don’t know what you are talking about.” That’s right. Just play 
dumb. Act like you don’t know what she’s talking about 

A third confrontation sends him to his lowest. He uses the lowest form of communication, 
profanity. We are not sure whether he called someone a pig or some worse names. Talk about being 
in the wrong place at the wrong time. He’s in the enemy camp warming himself around the enemy’s 
fire. If he tried to leave now, that would arouse even more suspicion. But if he stayed, they might 
find him out.  

Luke 22:61 says that when the rooster crowed, “The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter.” 
Since this was the middle of the night, it must have happened just as the guards were taking Jesus 
from his interview with Caiaphas to his trial before the Sanhedrin. Evidently the guards were 
leading Jesus through the courtyard just as Peter was denying Christ for the third time. In that tiny 
moment of time, Peter cursed, the rooster crowed, Peter looked up and saw Jesus looking directly at 
him. Peter remembers that he had been warned about this. The bird convicted a fallen brother. 

A. It was a convicting look. “You said you did not know me. Look at me, Peter. Look at me. Do 
you not know me?” 

B. It was a compassionate look. “Peter, how weak you are. Now you know that without me you can 
do nothing.” 
 
C. It was a commissioning look. “Weep, Peter, and remember your words. Then go and strengthen 
your brothers.” 

Whatever emotion the look expressed, the results were expected. I have read enough to know that it 
was restorative. But to Peter, at the time, it opened a door to all sorts of unpleasant emotions.  
Remorse. Regret. Shame. Guilt. 
 
Off he walks into the darkness. Alone. Mad and disappointed with himself. Shocked, even. He has 
denied his friend in a time of need. He has compromised his commitment to his Friend and Master. 

THE SCANDAL 

The Scandal is this: A friend and vowed follower, in fact the preferred successor, denies his friend 
in public. And not before very significant people. 

Put yourself in Jesus’ shoes. What would be your feelings, thoughts, wishes, imaginations, plans, 
and reactions? It must have hurt! 

But what made Peter do that? 

The main point here then is this: Because of the cross, I have a second chance. 

§ Fear of consequence – I might be put in or killed alongside him! [We overcome this by 
trusting that God will fight for us. But even if he does not, the King who died on the cross 
for me is worth even the ultimate sacrifice. – Daniel and his friends, Romans] 
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§ Fear of Standing Out – he did not want to be seen as ‘holier-than-thou’ or the odd one out. 
[Peer pressure and crowd pleasing fly away when we consider that the Jesus who took a 
bold cross-stand for us can be trusted to be with us even in shameful, unpleasant 
circumstances. And that he is the greatest and most important or significant audience – what 
can man do to you?] 

THE LESSONS 

Peter is a friend who runs when it hurts. A friend who cannot be trusted when the going gets tough. 
A fake buddy. A follower who keeps at a distance when danger shows up. Compromise limited his 
relationship with the Master he loves. It does that to us. It pushes you out the presence of the one 
who truly cares for you. 

Do you see yourself in Peter? 

I am sure you have denied Jesus before.  You have been economical with the truth. Taken a bribe 
and compromised justice. Partied as if Jesus never died. Ignored his opinion and slept in whichever 
bed you liked. Lied about something both eyes wide open. Falsely accused a friend to get rid of her. 
Cheated in exams. Tried to create an impression that is not true of who you are.  

Because of the cross, I have a second chance 
Do you feel guilty of a relational ‘denial’ of Christ? Do walk with regret from a broken relationship 
you occasioned or an abortion you participated in? Do you carry shame from a past not pretty? 
Have you disqualified yourself as a follower of the Messiah through greed and corruption? Do you 
consider yourself an ‘out cast’? 

Say to yourself: Because of the cross, I have a second chance 
The cross is a sign of radical followership. It is a place of: 

§ Restoration – Bridge/ God of a second chance. [Take up the second chance, receive 
forgiveness and forgive yourself.] When Jesus resurrected, he said: “But go, tell his disciples 
and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told 
you.’” 

§ Surrender – Gal 2:20: His will [Peter thought about his safety and his status… At the cross 
we give up mine for his] Shift from commitment to crucifixion = absolute surrender. 1. Live 
a God directed life 2. Not easily hurt  

§ Commitment – “Take up your cross and follow Jesus!” Peter, after Christ’s death and 
resurrection became the foremost disciple. He spoke for the team during Pentecost. He 
suffered a lot as the leader of the church. He eventually was crucified upside down, history 
tells us. He committed to the faith to the very end.  

There is much in this story that should encourage us. It was not the real Peter who denied the Lord; 
it was the real Peter who followed him into the courtyard. It was not the real Peter who cursed and 
swore; it was the real Peter who said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” When the 
Lord looks at you and me, he doesn’t look at us and see only our failures. He sees beyond our faults 
to the loyalty underneath. He sees our pain, our tears and our earnest desire to please him. He sees 
us in our faltering attempts to follow him.  

To	  whom	  does	  this	  story	  apply?	  First	  of	  all,	  to	  you	  who	  are	  being	  tempted,	  who	  feel	  the	  pull	  
of	  circumstances	  conspiring	  to	  draw	  you	  away	  from	  the	  Lord.	  Take	  heart!	  Do	  you	  feel	  weak	  
and	  confused?	  Peter	  felt	  that	  way,	  too.	  Are	  you	  discouraged	  about	  your	  life?	  Peter	  felt	  
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discouraged,	  too.	  Do	  you	  feel	  backed	  into	  a	  corner?	  So	  did	  Peter.	  This	  story	  is	  for	  you.	  Because 
of the cross, I have a second chance 

Second,	  this	  story	  is	  for	  those	  who	  have	  fallen.	  Perhaps	  you	  gave	  way	  under	  pressure	  this	  
week.	  Perhaps	  you	  carry	  a	  load	  of	  guilt	  from	  some	  thoughtless	  words	  spoken	  in	  haste.	  
Perhaps	  you	  denied	  the	  Lord	  by	  keeping	  quiet	  at	  work	  when	  you	  should	  have	  spoken	  up.	  
Perhaps	  you	  have	  used	  vile	  language	  this	  week—even	  if	  only	  spoken	  under	  your	  breath.	  
Perhaps	  you	  have	  been	  where	  you	  ought	  not	  to	  have	  been.	  Perhaps	  you	  have	  found	  yourself	  in	  
a	  relationship	  that	  you	  know	  is	  wrong.	  Take	  heart!	  Peter	  not	  only	  felt	  like	  you,	  he	  also	  fell	  like	  
you.	  Because of the cross, I have a second chance 

Third,	  this	  story	  is	  for	  those	  who	  are	  coming	  back	  to	  God.	  Perhaps	  you	  know	  all	  about	  
weeping	  bitter	  tears.	  Do	  you	  feel	  as	  if	  God	  is	  far	  away	  from	  you?	  Does	  it	  seem	  as	  if	  you	  are	  
trudging	  across	  a	  vast	  desert	  all	  alone?	  Do	  you	  feel	  embarrassed	  and	  humiliated	  by	  the	  things	  
you	  did	  and	  said	  that	  got	  you	  in	  the	  mess	  you’re	  in?	  Take	  heart!	  Peter	  felt	  that	  way,	  too.	  
Because of the cross, I have a second chance 

No story in the entire Bible gives us more hope. If Peter can fall, anybody can fall. If Peter can 
come back, anybody can come back.  

God is calling us to be radical followers of the Master! We need the resolve to Stand Up and Stand 
Out for him, no matter the consequences of price. This will take conviction and Courage. 

Peter still speaks to us today. “If you think you’ve fallen short, if you feel like you’ve denied him, 
look at what happened to Peter. Do not despair. God still loves you, and He loves you so much that 
it doesn’t matter what you’ve done. If God can forgive him, He can forgive anybody. He loves you, 
He always has and He always will.  

There is hope for all of us—the best of us, the worst of us, and the rest of us. If you have fallen, he 
can pick you up again. If you are broken, He can make you whole again. If you have failed, He can 
make you useful again. If you have lost your courage, He can give it back to you again.  

Take heart and believe the good news. If He did it for Peter, He can do it for you. 

Because of the cross, I have a second chance 

 


