Friends
Mavuno Kids Teaching Guide
Bible Passage: John 11:25-26a
Theme: Jesus is a friend in time of need
19th June 2016
Memory VERSE:
Proverbs 17:17 – A friend loves at all times and a brother is born for hard times.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

JUNE CURRICULUM WEEK 3
0-5YR OLD.
That's What Friends Are For
Scripture: Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. “John 11:25-26a
STORY: Have you ever seen the movie "Jungle Book?" It tells the story of a boy, Mowgli, who
lives in the jungle among the animals. He is trying to make his way back to the human village
and along the way he meets many very interesting characters. There's mad King Louie of the
Apes and a lovable, happy-go-lucky bear named Baloo. He even meets a group of vultures who
pledge their friendship in a song called "That's What Friends Are For." The words of the song go
like this:
We're your friends
We're your friends
We're your friends to the bitter end
When you're alone
Who comes around
To pluck you up
When you are down
And when you're outside, looking in
Who's there to open the door?
That's what friends are for!

WHAT ABOUT YOU? Do you have a friend who is always there for you? One who cheers you
up when you're feeling sad. One who stands by you no matter what. We could all use a friend
like that, couldn't we? Our Bible lesson today tells a story about that kind of friend.

Bible Story: Based on John 11:1-45

Jesus and Lazarus
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in Bethany with his two sisters, Mary and Martha.
They knew Jesus and were his good friends. One day, Lazarus became sick. His sisters sent word
to Jesus saying, "Lord, your dear friend Lazarus is very sick." But Jesus was in another town and
didn't come right away. When Jesus finally arrived in Bethany, Martha ran to meet Jesus and told
him that Lazarus had been dead for four days. "If only you had been here, my brother would not
have died." Jesus answered, "Your brother will rise again. I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever lives and believes in me will never die." So Martha went back and got her sister Mary
and they took Jesus to show him the place where Lazarus was buried. When he arrived at the
tomb, Jesus told them to roll away the stone that covered the entrance. He prayed to his Father
and then he called in a loud voice, "Lazarus come out!" Do you know what happened? Even
though he had been dead for four days, Lazarus walked out of the tomb! He wasn't dead -- he
wasn't even sick!
QUESTIONS:
•
•
•

Isn’t that a nice story?
Wow! How would you like to have a friend like that?
How many of you are friends of Jesus?

Lesson:
Jesus loves you just as he loved Lazarus and he wants to be your friend. He'll pick you up when
you are down. He'll be with you to the bitter end. After all, that's what friends are for.
Will you be a good friend to someone this week?
Remember: Jesus is a friend in time of need.
Memory verse: Prov.17:17 A friend loves at all times and a brother is born for hard times.
Prayer: Dear Jesus, you said, "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends." Thank you for being our friend. Amen.

6-7YR OLDS:

Jesus and Lazarus
Have you ever seen the movie "Jungle Book?" It tells the story of a boy, Mowgli, who lives in
the jungle among the animals. He is trying to make his way back to the human village and along
the way he meets many very interesting characters. There's mad King Louie of the Apes and a
lovable, happy-go-lucky bear named Baloo. He even meets a group of vultures who pledge their
friendship in a song called "That's What Friends Are For." The words of the song go like this:
We're your friends
We're your friends
We're your friends to the bitter end
When you're alone
Who comes around
To pluck you up
When you are down
And when you're outside, looking in
Who's there to open the door?
That's what friends are for!
WHAT ABOUT YOU? Do you have a friend who is always there for you? One who cheers you
up when you're feeling sad. One who stands by you no matter what. We could all use a friend
like that, couldn't we? Our Bible lesson today tells a story about that kind of friend.

Bible Story: Based on John 11:1-45
Jesus and Lazarus
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in Bethany with his two sisters, Mary and Martha.
They knew Jesus and were his good friends. One day, Lazarus became sick. His sisters sent word
to Jesus saying, "Lord, your dear friend Lazarus is very sick." But Jesus was in another town and
didn't come right away. When Jesus finally arrived in Bethany, Martha ran to meet Jesus and told
him that Lazarus had been dead for four days. "If only you had been here, my brother would not
have died." Jesus answered, "Your brother will rise again. I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever lives and believes in me will never die." So Martha went back and got her sister Mary
and they took Jesus to show him the place where Lazarus was buried. When he arrived at the
tomb, Jesus told them to roll away the stone that covered the entrance. He prayed to his Father
and then he called in a loud voice, "Lazarus come out!" Do you know what happened? Even
though he had been dead for four days, Lazarus walked out of the tomb! He wasn't dead -- he
wasn't even sick!
QUESTIONS:
•
•
•
•

Isn’t that a nice story?
Wow! How would you like to have a friend like that?
Who were the sisters of Lazarus? They were ________________ and ______________
Lazarus lived in a city called _________________________

•
•

How many of you are friends of Jesus?

Lesson:
Wow! How would you like to have a friend like that? Well, you do. Jesus loves you just as he
loved Lazarus and he wants to be your friend. He'll pick you up when you are down. He'll be
with you to the bitter end. After all, that's what friends are for.
Will you be a good friend to someone this week?
Remember: Jesus is a friend in time of need.
Memory verse: Prov.17:17 A friend loves at all times and a brother is born for hard times.
Prayer: Dear Jesus, you said, "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends." Thank you for being our friend. Amen.

8-9 YR OLDS:

Story: Loyalty (keeping your word)
“Cathy, are you okay? You don’t look happy today what happened?” asked one of her friends.
“Nothing happened, I am fine.” Cathy answered. “Are you coming with us to the pool?” asked
Lillian. “Yes I’m coming, let me change first.” As the others left, Steph remained behind and
asked again, “What is wrong?” “My mum grounded me yesterday and took away my pocket
money. I was rude to her and now I have to spend the weekend at home,” said Cathy in a
whisper. “Why did you not tell the others?” Steph asked. “They are not real friends. They would
have told other people even if they said they would not!” “I promise not to tell anyone!” Steph
said in a determined voice!
WHAT ABOUT YOU:
Have you ever offered to help your friend who was in need? Do you know why God wants us to
be kind and considerate of others? It is because He wants us to be a good friend. Here is the story
of someone else in the bible who was a good friend

Bible story: Based on John 11:1-45 (please read out the scripture)
Jesus and Lazarus
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in Bethany with his two sisters, Mary and Martha.
They knew Jesus and were his good friends. One day, Lazarus became sick. His sisters sent word
to Jesus saying, "Lord, your dear friend Lazarus is very sick." But Jesus was in another town and
didn't come right away. When Jesus finally arrived in Bethany, Martha ran to meet Jesus and told
him that Lazarus had been dead for four days. "If only you had been here, my brother would not
have died." Jesus answered, "Your brother will rise again. I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever lives and believes in me will never die." So Martha went back and got her sister Mary
and they took Jesus to show him the place where Lazarus was buried. When he arrived at the
tomb, Jesus told them to roll away the stone that covered the entrance. He prayed to his Father
and then he called in a loud voice, "Lazarus come out!" Do you know what happened? Even
though he had been dead for four days, Lazarus walked out of the tomb! He wasn't dead -- he
wasn't even sick!
Lesson:
Wow! How would you like to have a friend like that? Well, you do. Jesus loves you just as he
loved Lazarus and he wants to be your friend. He'll pick you up when you are down. He'll be
with you to the bitter end. After all, that's what friends are for. Will you be a good friend to
someone this week?
Remember: Jesus is a friend in time of need.
Memory verse: Prov.17:17 A friend loves at all times and a brother is born for hard times.

Prayer: Dear Jesus, you said, "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends." Thank you for being our friend. Amen.

10-13yrs- Dealing with Rejection
Steph walked into the house with tears in her eyes. She saw her mum and run to her room. Ryan
just watched not sure what to do. “Do you know what that was all about?” his mum asked. Ryan
just shook his head. His mum then walked to Steph’s room.
“Steph, what happened?” she asked as she sat on the bed. Steph looked up at her mum and said,
“They don’t like me. They said they did not want me in the team. I wanted to be their friend but
they said I did not fit in with them. I did not dress like them or act like they did.”
“I am sorry honey; I know it hurts right now. Believe it or not even I have felt like you did.” Her
mum said as she held Steph. “It will get better and this pain will go away but remember this just
because someone did not like you today does not mean others will not like you. You don’t have
to change who you are to be someone’s friend. The real ones, the good ones will be your friend
for who you are.”
WHAT ABOUT YOU.
Have you ever been rejected by your friends for not being ‘cool’? What happened? Do you know
why God wants us to accept on another just as we are? It is because He wants us to be a good
friend. Here is the story of someone else in the bible who was a good friend.

Bible story: Based on John 11:1-45 (please read out the scripture)
Jesus and Lazarus
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in Bethany with his two sisters, Mary and Martha.
They knew Jesus and were his good friends. One day, Lazarus became sick. His sisters sent word
to Jesus saying, "Lord, your dear friend Lazarus is very sick." But Jesus was in another town and
didn't come right away. When Jesus finally arrived in Bethany, Martha ran to meet Jesus and told
him that Lazarus had been dead for four days. "If only you had been here, my brother would not
have died." Jesus answered, "Your brother will rise again. I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever lives and believes in me will never die." So Martha went back and got her sister Mary
and they took Jesus to show him the place where Lazarus was buried. When he arrived at the
tomb, Jesus told them to roll away the stone that covered the entrance. He prayed to his Father
and then he called in a loud voice, "Lazarus come out!" Do you know what happened? Even
though he had been dead for four days, Lazarus walked out of the tomb! He wasn't dead -- he
wasn't even sick!
Lesson:Wow! How would you like to have a friend like that? Well, you do. Jesus loves you just
as he loved Lazarus and he wants to be your friend. He'll pick you up when you are down. He'll
be with you to the bitter end. After all, that's what friends are for.
Will you be a good friend to someone this week?
Remember: Jesus is a friend in time of need.
Memory verse: Prov.17:17 A friend loves at all times and a brother is born for hard times.

Prayer: Dear Jesus, you said, "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends." Thank you for being our friend. Amen.

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 0-5 Years
My Daddy is my friend

Memory verse: Prov.17:17 A friend loves at all times and a brother is born for hard times.

June week Three 6-7 Years
My Daddy is my friend

Memory verse: Prov.17:17 A friend loves at all times and a brother is born for hard times.

June week Three 8-9 Years
My Daddy is my friend
With the help of the teacher, draw out a ball and color it and make a card for your father. Inside
the card, each child should write out what they know or love about their dads.

Memory verse: Prov.17:17 A friend loves at all times and a brother is born for hard times.

June week Three 10-13 Years
My Daddy is my friend
Let each child draw out something they would like to give as gifts to their dad and below it
explain why.

Memory verse: Prov.17:17 A friend loves at all times and a brother is born for hard times.

