Leaders keep working even
when things are hard!
Mavuno Kids Teaching Guide
Bible Passage: Nehemiah Chapter 4
Theme: LEADERSHIP
17th July 2016
Memory VERSE:

1 Timothy 4:12. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young. Set an example for
the believers in what you say and in how you live.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

JULY LESSONS WEEK 3: 0-3YR OLDS
STORY: Ethan learning to walk but he keeps falling and his friends laugh at him
WHAT ABOUT YOU:
•
•

Have you tried to do something and people laughed at you?
How did you feel?

Here is another story of someone in the bible that worked hard even when people laughed at him.
NEHEMIAH – KEEPS WORKING EVEN WHEN OTHERS LAUGH AT HIM
Nehemiah knew that building the wall would be a difficult task for him to do alone. He therefore called all the
people together and told them, “come let us rebuild the wall.” Soon everyone joined in. They were happy to
build the wall because they did not want to live in a shameful place. But not everyone was happy with what
the Jews were doing. They did not want the Jews to make their city beautiful but rather wanted them to
continue living in a shameful way. Nehemiah Chap 4. When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall,
he became angry and was greatly annoyed. He mocked the Jews, 2 and in the presence of his associates and
the army of Samaria, he said, “What are those weak Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they finish
in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they are?”3 Tobiah the
Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—even a fox climbing up on it would break
down their wall of stones!” But Nehemiah and the people paid no attention to Sanballat and Tobias. They
instead prayed to God and continued working on the all. God helped them and within no time they
completed the wall. They were all so proud of the work they had done!
QUESTIONS:
•
•
•

Isn’t that a good story?
How many of you would like to be a good leader like Nehemiah?
What did Nehemiah help the people to build?

Nehemiah was a good leader, even when people laughed at him, he did not give up. You too can be a good
leader; good leaders keep working even when things are hard.
•

Will you keep working this week even when things are hard?

Remember: Good Leaders keep working even when things are hard

MEMORY VERSE: 1Timothy 4:12. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young. Set an
example for the believers in what you say and in how you live.
Hold hands with your friend and pray: Dear Jesus, please help us to keep working even when things are hard
just like Nehemiah. Amen

_________________________________________________________________________________________

JULY LESSONS WEEK 3: 4 YEAR OLDS
STORY: Tom is in school. Mark, Ryan, Steph and Sheila are all getting ticks for their awesome writing skills. It
is Tom’s turn. Tom has been writing his name all night and the whole morning. It seems to be very difficult
for him to get it right. After much work Tom thinks he’s gotten it right. All of a sudden, teacher looks at the
work, looks at Tom and gently says “Tom, you can do better than that.” Tom tells teacher, “But I thought I
did a good job, why?” Tom starts crying. Teacher gently pats him on the back and remarks “Don’t worry Tom
you have improved. I’m so proud of you.” Tom stops crying and tries again. This time he is determined to get
it right.
WHAT ABOUT YOU:
•
•
•

Have you been trying to write your name and getting it wrong?
Did people laugh at you?
How did you feel?

Here is another story of someone in the bible that worked hard even when people laughed at him.
NEHEMIAH – KEEPS WORKING EVEN WHEN OTHERS LAUGH AT HIM
Nehemiah knew that building the wall would be a difficult task for him to do alone. He therefore called all the
people together and told them, “come let us rebuild the wall.” Soon everyone joined in. They were happy to
build the wall because they did not want to live in a shameful place. But not everyone was happy with what
the Jews were doing. They did not want the Jews to make their city beautiful but rather wanted them to
continue living in a shameful way. Nehemiah Chap 4. [h]When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the
wall, he became angry and was greatly annoyed. He mocked the Jews, 2 and in the presence of his associates
and the army of Samaria, he said, “What are those weak Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they
finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they
are?”3 Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—even a fox climbing up on it
would break down their wall of stones!” But Nehemiah and the people paid no attention to Sanballat and
Tobias. They instead prayed to God and continued working on the all. God helped them and within no time
they completed the wall. They were all so proud of the work they had done!
QUESTIONS:
•
•
•

Isn’t that a good story?
How many of you would like to be a good leader like Nehemiah?
What did Nehemiah help the people to build?

Nehemiah was a good leader, even when people laughed at him, he did not give up. Tom also did not give up
on writing his name. You too can be a good leader; good leaders keep working even when things are hard.
•

Will you keep working this week even when things are hard?

Remember: Good Leaders keep working even when things are hard!
MEMORY VERSE: 1Timothy 4:12. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young. Set an
example for the believers in what you say and in how you live.
Hold hands with your friend and pray: Dear Jesus, please help us to keep working even when things are
difficult just like Nehemiah. Amen

_________________________________________________________________________________________

JULY LESSONS WEEK 3: 5 YEAR OLDS
STORY: Dad buys Steph and Ryan (twins) new bicycles as birthday gifts. They are both excited that they are
going to learn how to ride a bicycle finally as their friends have been teasing them at school. Dad starts
teaching them how to ride during the weekend. Ryan seems to get it right just by the first trial. He seems
natural. He falls only once but from then he rides the bicycle almost effortlessly. Steph on the other hand, is
struggling. Dad has been teaching her for 3 hours now but she keeps falling. Ryan shouts “why can’t you ride
like this? Look at me!!” Steph starts getting frustrated. Dad doesn’t give up on her. He tells her “You can do
it Steph, you are my best daughter, and I know you can do it. Let’s go for lunch and we will be back.” By end
of day Steph is riding the bicycle just like Ryan and she’s happy she didn’t give up.
WHAT ABOUT YOU:
•
•
•

Have you been trying to ride a bicycle and you keep on falling?
Did people laugh at you?
How did you feel?

Here is another story of someone in the bible that worked hard even when people laughed at him.
NEHEMIAH –KEEPS WORKING EVEN WHEN THINGS ARE HARD.
Nehemiah knew that building the wall would be a difficult task for him to do alone. He therefore called all the
people together and told them, “come let us rebuild the wall.” Soon everyone joined in. They were happy to
build the wall because they did not want to live in a shameful place. But not everyone was happy with what
the Jews were doing. They did not want the Jews to make their city beautiful but rather wanted them to
continue living in a shameful way. Nehemiah Chap 4. [h]When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the
wall, he became angry and was greatly annoyed. He mocked the Jews, 2 and in the presence of his associates
and the army of Samaria, he said, “What are those weak Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they
finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they
are?”3 Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—even a fox climbing up on it
would break down their wall of stones!” But Nehemiah and the people paid no attention to Sanballat and
Tobias. They instead prayed to God and continued working on the all. God helped them and within no time
they completed the wall. They were all so proud of the work they had done!
QUESTIONS:
•
•

Isn’t that a good story?
How many of you would like to be good leaders like Nehemiah?

Nehemiah knew that building the _____________ would be a ____________ task for him to do alone. He
therefore called all the people together and told them, “come let us rebuild the___________.” Soon
everyone joined in.
They were happy to _____________ the wall because they did not want to live in a ________________place.
But not everyone was happy with what the Jews were doing.
Nehemiah was a good leader, even when people laughed at him, he did not give up. Steph too did not give up
on learning how to ride a bicycle even when people laughed at her.
You too can be a good leader; good leaders keep working hard even when people laugh at them
•

Will you keep working hard this week even when people laugh at you?

Remember: Good leaders keep working even when things are hard!
MEMORY VERSE: 1Timothy 4:12. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young. Set an
example for the believers in what you say and in how you live.
Hold hands with your friend and pray: Dear Jesus, please help to keep working even when things are difficult
just like Nehemiah. Amen

_________________________________________________________________________________________

JULY LESSONS WEEK 3: 6-7 YEAR OLDS
STORY: Kids laughing at new kid paresh’s accent while reading .Teacher reprimands kids while encouraging
paresh
It was the English lesson in Ethan’s class, “take out your story books and lets continue to read from were we
left off” the teacher said. Ethan had new desk mate, and his name was Paresh, and he was Asian, “We will
start with your row Ethan and then next week we will move to then next row”. At this point Ethan noticed
that paresh had his hands between his thighs rubbing them together like he was really feeling cold as he read
on, Ethan was done reading and there was a long moment of silence, “Paresh it your turn please read your
part and stop wasting time” by now he was sweating and as he tried to read the whole class broke out in
laughter and others started imitating his accent, “I want to go home” Paresh shouted as he rushed outside
the door, “I want everyone to kneel down, now “the teacher commanded and after that she went after
Paresh. After a moment they came back and Paresh was able to read and finish while everyone was on their
knees till end of the lesson. This left paresh with a smile on his face.
WHAT ABOUT YOU:
•
•

Have you been trying to read and you just can’t get it right?
How did you feel when people laughed at you?

Don’t worry, just keep trying, God will help you and it shall get better with time. Here is another story of
someone in the bible that worked hard even when people were laughing at him.
NEHEMIAH –KEEPS WORKING HARD EVEN WHEN PEOPLE LAUGH AT HIM.
Nehemiah knew that building the wall would be a difficult task for him to do alone. He therefore called all the
people together and told them, “come let us rebuild the wall.” Soon everyone joined in. They were happy to
build the wall because they did not want to live in a shameful place. But not everyone was happy with what
the Jews were doing. They did not want the Jews to make their city beautiful but rather wanted them to
continue living in a shameful way. Nehemiah Chap 4. [h]When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the
wall, he became angry and was greatly annoyed. He mocked the Jews, 2 and in the presence of his associates
and the army of Samaria, he said, “What are those weak Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they
finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they
are?”3 Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—even a fox climbing up on it
would break down their wall of stones!” But Nehemiah and the people paid no attention to Sanballat and
Tobias. They instead prayed to God and continued working on the all. God helped them and within no time
they completed the wall. They were all so proud of the work they had done!
QUESTIONS:
•
•

Isn’t that a good story?
How many of you would like to be a good leader like Nehemiah?

Nehemiah knew that building the _____________ would be a ____________ task for him to do alone.
He therefore called all the people together and told them, “come let us rebuild the___________.” Soon
everyone joined in.
They were happy to _____________ the wall because they did not want to live in a ________________place.
But not everyone was ____________with what the Jews were doing.

They did not want the Jews to make their city ____________ but rather wanted them to continue living in a
________________ way.
But Nehemiah and the people paid no ____________ to Sanballat and Tobiah. They instead ______________
to God, and______________ working on the wall.
Nehemiah did not give up; he kept working hard until he completed building the wall.
We all go through hard times and sometimes people might laugh but don’t give up.
Nehemiah was a good leader, even when people laughed at him, he did not give up, he prayed to God to help
him work hard.
Paresh too did not give up on learning how to read better, even when people laughed at him.
You too can be a good leader; good leaders keep working hard even when people laugh at themWill you keep
working this week even when people laugh at you?
Remember: Good leaders keep working even when things are difficult!
MEMORY VERSE: 1Timothy 4:12. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young. Set an
example for the believers in what you say and in how you live.
Hold hands with your friend and pray: Dear Jesus, please help to keep working even when things are difficult
just like Nehemiah. Amen

_________________________________________________________________________________________

JULY LESSONS WEEK 3: 8-9 YEAR OLDS
STORY: Conrad always last. Breakdown how he will succeed
It was the day of results and there was a buzz in school as usual, everyone was waiting eagerly for the teacher
to come and announce how they had done this term. Suddenly the door flew open and it was the Head
teacher, Everyone became silent. Ryan whispered to his friend Conrad “it must be bad news” and Conrad
relied “it doesn’t matter to me am always Last “ “Good Morning class?” the Head teacher said and class
answered “Good morning “the Head teacher begun by congratulating the class for an improved performance
and she announced “ I am here to award the most improved person in the whole school” and there was
murmuring and speculations. “ I would like to award Conrad today who is always leading from behind, he has
Jumped 10 spots and he has really improved. So in this honour the school has awarded you a voucher worth
all the next years books you need for your next class the class went in an uproar and celebrated Conrad.
WHAT ABOUT YOU:
•
•

Have you been trying your best to study and always failing?
How did you feel every time when people laugh at you?

Don’t worry, just keep trying, it shall get better with time. Here is another story of someone in the bible that
worked hard even when people were laughing at him.
NEHEMIAH –KEEPS WORKING HARD EVEN WHEN PEOPLE LAUGH AT HIM.
Nehemiah knew that building the wall would be a difficult task for him to do alone. He therefore called all the
people together and told them, “come let us rebuild the wall.” Soon everyone joined in. They were happy to
build the wall because they did not want to live in a shameful place. But not everyone was happy with what
the Jews were doing. They did not want the Jews to make their city beautiful but rather wanted them to
continue living in a shameful way. Nehemiah Chap 4. [h]When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the
wall, he became angry and was greatly annoyed. He mocked the Jews, 2 and in the presence of his associates
and the army of Samaria, he said, “What are those weak Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they
finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they
are?”3 Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—even a fox climbing up on it
would break down their wall of stones!” But Nehemiah and the people paid no attention to Sanballat and
Tobias. They instead prayed to God and continued working on the all. God helped them and within no time
they completed the wall. They were all so proud of the work they had done!
QUESTIONS:
•
•

Isn’t that a good story?
How many of you would like to be a good leader like Nehemiah?

Nehemiah knew that building the _____________ would be a ____________ task for him to do alone.
He therefore called all the people together and told them, “come let us rebuild the___________.” Soon
everyone joined in.
They were happy to _____________ the wall because they did not want to live in a ________________place.
But not everyone was ____________with what the Jews were doing.

They did not want the Jews to make their city ____________ but rather wanted them to continue living in a
_______________ way.
But Nehemiah and the people paid no ____________ to Sanballat and Tobiah. They instead ______________
to God and ___________ working on the wall. God ____________ them and within no time they completed
the wall.
Nehemiah was a good leader, even when people laughed at him, he did not give up.
Conrad too had had given up but with the encouragement from the head teacher, he was happy to try again
and maybe next time he might even do better.
You too can be a good leader; good leaders keep working hard even when people laugh at them
•

Will you keep working hard this week even when people laugh at you?

Remember: Good leaders keep working even when things are hard!
Memory Verse
Prayer

_________________________________________________________________________________________

JULY LESSONS WEEK 3: 10-13 YEAR OLDS
STORY: Singing off keys
Steph had just watched the movie frozen and she was so excited about that she kept on singing the theme
song “Let it go” and she couldn’t wait for the music lesson to present her Song. Finally the hour had come
and the music teacher called her name “Stephanie you next” she jumped up with excitement and went
towards the front. She could not believe it. As she started to sing everyone started laughing, you see Steph
had not realized that she was off key, she just kept on singing to the point that the teacher to stop her “ you
are tone deaf” see me after class so that we can practice you singing in the right key. Steph felt so
embarrassed at her performance as she went to seat down
WHAT ABOUT YOU:
•
•

Singing up stage can be very scary and singing off key can be very embarrassing, who has ever had an
embarrassing singing moment?
Tell us, how did it feel when people laughed at you?

Don’t worry, keep trying, God will help you and it shall get better with time. Here is another story of someone
in the bible that worked hard even when people were laughing at him.
NEHEMIAH –KEEPS WORKING HARD EVEN WHEN PEOPLE LAUGH AT HIM.
Nehemiah knew that building the wall would be a difficult task for him to do alone. He therefore called all the
people together and told them, “come let us rebuild the wall.” Soon everyone joined in. They were happy to
build the wall because they did not want to live in a shameful place. But not everyone was happy with what
the Jews were doing. They did not want the Jews to make their city beautiful but rather wanted them to
continue living in a shameful way. Nehemiah Chap 4. [h]When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the
wall, he became angry and was greatly annoyed. He mocked the Jews, 2 and in the presence of his associates
and the army of Samaria, he said, “What are those weak Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they
finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they
are?”3 Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—even a fox climbing up on it
would break down their wall of stones!” But Nehemiah and the people paid no attention to Sanballat and
Tobias. They instead prayed to God and continued working on the all. God helped them and within no time
they completed the wall. They were all so proud of the work they had done!
QUESTIONS:
•
•

Isn’t that a good story?
How many of you would like to be a good leader like Nehemiah?

Nehemiah knew that building the _____________ would be a ____________ task for him to do alone.
He therefore called all the people together and told them, “come let us rebuild the___________.” Soon
everyone joined in.
They were happy to _____________ the wall because they did not want to live in a ________________place.
But not everyone was ____________with what the Jews were doing.
They did not want the Jews to make their city ____________ but rather wanted them to continue living in a
____________ way.

But Nehemiah and the people paid no ____________ to Sanballat and Tobiah. They instead _____________
to God, and ______________ working on the wall.
God ____________ them and within no time they _____________ the wall. They were all so
_______________of the work they had done!
Nehemiah did not give up; he kept working hard until he completed building the wall.
We have all tried doing something and failed, and sometimes people might laugh but don’t give up.
Nehemiah was a good leader, even when people laughed at him, he did not give up. He prayed to God and
God helped him to work hard.
Steph, too did not give up on singing, even when people laughed at her.
You too can be a good leader; good leaders keep working hard even when people laugh at them
•

Will you keep working hard this week even when people laugh at you?

Remember: Good leaders keep working even when things are difficult!
MEMORY VERSE: 1Timothy 4:12. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young. Set an
example for the believers in what you say and in how you live.
Hold hands with your friend and pray: Dear Jesus, please help us to keep working even when things are
difficult just like Nehemiah. Amen.

NAME …………………………………………………………………………………………0-5 YEARS OLD

MEMORY VERSE: 1Timothy 4:12. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you
are young. Set an example for the believers in what you say and in how you live.

NAME…………………………………………………………………………………….6/7 YEARS

MEMORY VERSE: 1Timothy 4:12. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you
are young. Set an example for the believers in what you say and in how you live.

NAME…………………………………………………………………………………….8/9 YEARS

MEMORY VERSE: 1Timothy 4:12. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you
are young. Set an example for the believers in what you say and in how you live.

NAME…………………………………………………………………………………….10-13 YEARS

NEHEMIAH CHAPTER FOUR
Word Search
T L E W D S T E H D S E N D I T AFRAID LABOUR
H U T S R U S H R E S P E N G S AMONG NEITHER
T O D E U U N A G A A Y E N D S BECAUSE PASS
D E L I A A U S E I A R I A N A BEGAN PEOPLE
C U P C A G C C A C F H D E R P BLOTTED PLACES
R O O M Y R H E E M S O D O G S BUILDED RULERS
E N D S U U F D B A J R U I N L BURDENS SHIELDS
V A I N W R B A W S U E F O O L CAUSE SPEARS
O V E R A L T P L B H O W N M A CEASE STOPPED
C H O L O R E B N A D I A S A W COVER TOBIAH
T T I T H O N E U E B G E N T S DECAYED TRUMPET
H O T O P S I O P I E O S L E Y DWELT WALLS
D E B L U T E P P B L E U C D O FIGHT WASHING
D U E I H O O P S A N D A R E S GUARD WEAPON
A C L E A T B O O T E L E C T S HEARD WORK
MEMORY VERSE: 1Timothy 4:12. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you
are young. Set an example for the believers in what you say and in how you live.

