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C.S.I. 
Investigating Characters Around The Cross 

CHARACTER 001: BARABBAS, The Man Who Missed His Cross 

Good morning Mavuno ! How are you this morning? It's exciting to be here this 
morning and just in case you that didn't get the name, my name is Michael Obbo Onen 
aka Mike-O aka Pastor Mike and I'm one of the pastors in Mavuno from Mavuno Hill 
City in Nairobi in-charge of the Services as a whole but also Worship. Music is indeed 
dear to my heart. I'm an artiste, singer and songwriter but this morning I'm simply here 
to talk. Just nudge the person sitting next to you and say' “Relax, he's just going to talk.  

Comments: FEARLESS 2015 

This years will be the 7th edition going with the theme Position Yourself and will be 
held at our new site, Hill City. For more information or fr registration visit 
http://fearlesssummit.org/ 
Are you a leader passionate about bringing change in your sector of society? Would 
you like to be among like - minded people and learn from industry captains? Well, 
Fearless Summit is the place for you. 

Happening from 3rd to 5th June, this is an annual gathering of church and 
marketplace leaders passionate about bringing godly change in every sector of 
society. Presenters are leaders from all sectors of society including Business and 
Economics, Media and The Arts, Family and Education, Health and Environment, 
Politics and Governance and Church and Mission. 

 It is attended by individuals from all over the world and the last one held in 2013 
had leaders from Malawi, Nigeria, Congo, Tanzania, Rwanda, USA, Mexico, Sri 
Lanka, Germany, Zambia, New Zealand, Kenya, Uganda and Canada. Basically 
almost every continent, if not all were here. So it would be a pity for you to miss out 
on such an awesome opportunity. 

INTRODUCTION 

This month we are starting a series called C.S.I (Cross Scene Investigation) and we 
simply want to investigate the Characters Around The Cross. Each time every year 
around the world people take time out and celebrate or at least take a holiday on 
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Easter. This day means different things to different people and we all have our reasons 
as to why we celebrate or at least take a holiday during Easter. I'd like you to take a 
minute and turn to the person sitting next to you and ask them; 

Q. What do you like about the Easter season? 

Easter or The Passover is probably the most significant feast in Christian Calendar. It 
is the fulcrum of our faith. You remove it and you do not have much left of 
Christianity. Passover was an annual feast held in Jerusalem to celebrate the release of 
Israel from the slavery of Egypt. Thousands of pilgrims from many nations gathered in 
Jerusalem for days for this significant event. 

Historians estimate that about 250,000 lambs were given as sacrifices to remember 
how a single sacrifice saved a family in Egypt from death. I'm sure in Kampala we can 
relate to that as we think about the many cows, pigs and chickens (did someone say 
game meat) that lay down their lives every day...for our consumption. But back to the 
story; Blood flowed, people partied, relatives met, prayers were made and faith was 
revived. In preparation for the week of Passion, the Catholic church even fasts and 
reflects for 40 days in a season called LENT. Every body is geared up and ready to to 
prepare for “This Time”. 

The focus of Passover changed 2,000 years ago. The son of man, the Galilean changed 
its meaning for eternity. The world over, this past week has been a significant week 
where we commemorate the death and the resurrection of Jesus.  

Jesus, a week after his first public triumphal entry into Jerusalem as the Messiah riding 
on a donkey, retreated to prepare for “His Time.” He had severally predicted that he 
would be handled over to the authorities and killed.  

BACKGROUND 

Before we investigate the scene, let us examine the on goings of that day, the day 
before Good Friday. A lot could happen within a day. 

Jesus is arrested in a violent encounter by the temple guard on Thursday night at 
Gethsemane. From there, he was taken to the religious leaders by the temple guard for 
several trials, approximately six. By Friday morning he had been convicted and 
sentenced to death. 
 
The following takes place between 2am and 8am (Play Sermon Track):  
Trial 1 
At the residence of the former high priest, Annas (2 am). Here, with no formal charges, 
Annas who had been the High Priest two decades earlier questions him either to try 
and have Jesus implicate himself or to draw charges before he forwards him to his 
puppet son-in-law who was the High Priest that year. 
 
Trial 2 
Unofficial, took place at the home of Caiaphas the High Priest, around 3 am. 
Not much happened here, Caiaphas needed to agree with his powerful father-in-law, 
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confirm charges and call in the Sanhedrin for hearing. False witnesses could not 
establish a case. Eventually Jesus declared he is the Messiah, that he would sit at the 
right hand of God and come back in power. “Blasphemy” was the conclusion… a 
capital offense under Jewish law. But only Romans could execute death. 
 
Trial 3 
Formal hearing before the Sanhedrin, the 70 men who formed the Supreme Court of 
the Jews. Before this Council of Elders, he declared that he was the son of God. They 
did not bother to probe evidence or follow the rules of procedure (fast for at least a day 
after hearing, reflect on it then confirm verdict).  
It was day already, about 6 am.  
Trial 4 
Before Pilate, the leading Roman official, “when morning had come” (about 7 am). He 
is sent to |Herod Antipas because he feels it is out of his jurisdiction. 
 
Trial 5 
Before the governor of Galilee, Herod Antipas. The conversation was inconclusive so 
he sends him  back to Pilate to deal with. 
 
Trial 6  
Back to Pilate where he was flogged and handed over for crucifixion 
By around 8 a.m., hands had been washed, people flogged, the trials were over and 
Jesus was on his way to the place of death.  
 
First three trials were religious. The accusation was blasphemy and breaking of 
religious law. Determined to have him killed, they had to take him to the Romans 
because the Jews were not allowed by Rome to execute anyone.  
The rest were civil trials under Roman law. Jesus was accused of treason and 
insurrection/rebellion, which were capital offenses. 
 
These were all mistrials! A set-up! In their understanding it was an open and shut case. 
 Without a defense lawyer as required by law and with false instead of reputable 
witnesses, Jesus was declared guilty instead of proven guilty. 
 
 It is important to note, however, that Pilate declared Jesus faultless, even though 
he proceeded to release him to the people: “I find no fault in this man”, said Pilate. But 
be that as it may, let’s get back to the scene of the cross and investigate our first 
character. Bar-Abbas. 
 
Turn with me in the bible to Matthew 27:11-26 (NLT) 

Jesus’ Trial before Pilate 
11 Now Jesus was standing before Pilate, the Roman governor. “Are you the king of the 
Jews?” the governor asked him. 
Jesus replied, “You have said it.”  
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12 But when the leading priests and the elders made their accusations against him, Jesus 
remained silent. 13 “Don’t you hear all these charges they are bringing against you?” 
Pilate demanded. 14 But Jesus made no response to any of the charges, much to the 
governor’s surprise. 
15 Now it was the governor’s custom each year during the Passover celebration to release 
one prisoner to the crowd—anyone they wanted. 16 This year there was a notorious 
prisoner, a man named Barabbas.[a] 17 As the crowds gathered before Pilate’s house that 
morning, he asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you—Barabbas, or 
Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 (He knew very well that the religious leaders had 
arrested Jesus out of envy.) 
19 Just then, as Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him this message: 
“Leave that innocent man alone. I suffered through a terrible nightmare about him last 
night.” 
20 Meanwhile, the leading priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas 
to be released and for Jesus to be put to death. 21 So the governor asked again, “Which of 
these two do you want me to release to you?” 
The crowd shouted back, “Barabbas!” 
22 Pilate responded, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 
They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 
23 “Why?” Pilate demanded. “What crime has he committed?” 
But the mob roared even louder, “Crucify him!” 
24 Pilate saw that he wasn’t getting anywhere and that a riot was developing. So he sent 
for a bowl of water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 
man’s blood. The responsibility is yours!” 
25 And all the people yelled back, “We will take responsibility for his death—we and our 
children!”[b] 
26 So Pilate released Barabbas to them. He ordered Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip, 
then turned him over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified. 
 
 
DQ- Have you ever had someone accuse you falsely? (A cop, a friend, a colleague at 
work, a parent or a teacher? How did it feel? 
 
 
THE INCIDENT 
Barabbas, who was this man? ‘Bar’ in the language of the day meant son, ‘Abbas’ 
Father. Son of the father, a strange name. No given name. 
Scholars and historians have deduced that this man was from a famous family, the 
father probably a rabbi. It is claimed that his first name was actually Jesus. 
That is why to help people make a choice Pilate asked, “Whom do you want me to 
release for you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Christ?” Jesus Barabbas or Jesus 
Christ?  
Later on, it is said, the believers could not use Jesus on Barabbas, so they dropped it 
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and called the lucky criminal just Barabbas. 
 
May be that’s why Pilate thought of offering the crowd Jesus’ namesake. He actually 
thought it was an easy straightforward choice: Murderer or the Messiah? A terrorist or 
a teacher of the good news? Barabbas was a rebel, murderer, insurrectionist and a 
robber. His cell was in a fortress not far from where Pilate stayed when he came to 
Jerusalem. He alongside others was waiting for his day on the cross.  
 
The noise by crowds around the fortress could not allow any of the prisoners sleep. 
Barabbas suddenly heard his name. The crowds were shouting his name: “Barabbas! 
Barabbas. Give us Barabbas.” Then after a few minutes… “Crucify him!” 
He must have thought, “It is over for me. Finally I am paying for my sins. I deserve 
it.” Was he sorry? Was he hardened and remorseless? We do not know. He thought of 
the cross, the highest form of torture unto death ever devised. To his amazement he 
was brought out and released! The Jews had chosen Barabbas to be exempted from 
execution. He was pardoned– he was set free! Jesus replaced him on the cross. 
 
SCANDAL 
Jesus took Barabbas’ cross. The cross designated for the notorious criminal was given 
to an innocent man. “Jesus Barabbas, you are free. Jesus the Christ, take his place!” 
Relief for the man! Agony for the Anointed. 
The Scandal: Jesus, the innocent King dies instead of the condemned subject. 
So Jesus carried this cross originally meant for the criminal all the way to the place of 
the skull, Golgotha. ( he got some help on the way) He took the way of the cross, with 
every determination to fulfill history and become the sacrificial lamb the world had 
been waiting for. The Passover Lamb was finally here. 
I would imagine Barabbas might have come to the cross, to watch his partners in-crime 
executed, but also to see the one who took his place. Jesus is the substitute offering 
for the penalty of sin. Isaiah had prophesied of the crucifixion; of one who would pay 
for the sins of the people 700 years before this day actually happened. 
 
 
Isaiah 53:5-6New Living Translation (NLT) 
5 But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. 
He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. 
6 All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. 
Yet the LORD laid on him the sins of us all. 
 
YOU'VE MISSED THE CROSS, YOU'VE BEEN SET FREE! 
 
THE LESSONS 
Why is this event the most important event in history? Because it was central to the 
grand plan of redemption. We are always aching for a better world. The world is 
messed up. People are as well. The problem of sin and evil has been a central focus of 
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philosophy. We want better governance, less corruption, more enduring peace, and 
better people. 
Can you imagine, just last week in Nairobi 147 people were killed in Garissa County 
right in the University. In Nigeria there have been thousands of people killed because 
of Boko Haram extremists! ISIS in the middle East.... 
There has been injustice in the world even before the days of the crucifixion. Please 
watch this. 
 

(Passion Video – 3min) 
 

WE ARE ALL LIKE BARABBAS 

We have not read this story rightly if we think that Barabbas is bad because he was a 
criminal, and we are good because we are not like him.  

I am Barabbas. Every man is a thief, a liar, a murderer, a criminal, rebel, law-breaker, 
troublemaker. In one way or the other we are disqualified. Bible says for all have 
sinned and fall short of th glory of God...(Rom 3:23 & 24) Many of us are justly 
imprisoned, rightly condemned and yet freed from punishment by a substitute who 
died in my place. Barabbas stands for every Son of Adam who has ever walked on 
planet earth. Barabbas represents me, he represents you, he represents all of us! 

You know many times when I think about where I could have been if not for Jesus it 
often brings tears to my eyes. Jesus died for ME! This lying, drinking, smoking,  
cheating, fornicating, thieving, good for nothing son of a man! But he came and he 
changed my life! He thought I was not just good enough, but precious! 
He looked at me and said “ MY PRECOIUS!” You are beautiful, you are wonderful. 
You are fearfully made! Are we undeserving or what? 
We are indeed a Barabbas, we are indeed the man who missed the cross. It could have 
been me or you or anybody else! 
 
He paid for the injustice of sin to provide a way out. That is the foundation of the 
grand plan of release, the redemptive plan for all mankind. 
 
James Choung in his book “True Story” brilliantly puts it like this and allow me to 
summarize and paraphrase the book the book: 
God has designed us for good but we have been damaged by evil/sin. Through 
Christ's death and resurrection we have been restored for a better life and sent 
together to bring healing to hurting relationships with God and with one another. 
 
What aches inside of you for change? For something different? What slavery do you 
need to be released from? What freedom do you desire? 
Freedom from porn, hate, greed, bitterness etc? Freedom from a bad relationship? 
What healing do you desire? From sickness? From disease? For your marriage? Your 
relationships? 
Jesus says I got you! 2000 years ago on calvary I won the victory just for YOU! 
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YOU'VE MISSED THE CROSS, YOU'VE BEEN SET FREE! 
 
TAKE-OUT: 
STEP 1 
There's something I'd like us to do this morning as we symbolically receive the 
sacrifice that Christ did. I'd like you to write it on a piece of paper the things you need 
to take to the cross and receive your freedom.  
(Fear, shame, guilt, emotional pain, physical pain, disease, anger, addiction, lying, 
spiritual oppression, depression, lack, hate) Walk to a cross next to you and stick it 
there. 
 
STEP 2 
Secondly I'd like to pray for a group of people who say, you know what I've never 
really received the love of Jesus in my heart, but you want to do that this morning. 
Please raise your hand. 
But I also want o pray for another group of people who say I gave Jesus my heart bu 
then I took it back but this morning I want to give it back to you. Please raise your 
hand. 
 
CLOSE: 

1. Visitors 
2. Late Offering 
3. Benediction 


