
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Economics of incarceration, criminal justice reform,  

and what communities can do for you 

 

A seminar with economist Dr. Glenn Loury and Organizer Ernesto Cortes, Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information or to rsvp, please contact: 

Robert Williams, 310.938.9716, RobertPWilliams@usa.net 

Saturday, March 5, 2016, 1:00 pm – 3:30 pm 

St. Brigid Church, 5214 South Western Avenue, LA, CA 90062 

 

 

 

 

Engage our invited guests on issues related to the economics of 

incarceration and criminal justice reform.  

 

Learn about California’s Proposition 47 and local organizing 

strategies in South Los Angeles. 

 

Connect to local leaders engaged in impacting change in low-income 

communities of color. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Esteemed Guests 

 
 

Professor Loury is currently Professor of the Social Sciences and Professor of 

Economics at Brown University. Previously, Loury served as Director of the 

Institute on Race and Social Division at Boston University and was the first 

African-American tenured professor of economics in the history of Harvard 

University. 

Dr. Loury’s intellectual contributions span a variety of areas, including welfare economics, industrial 

organization, and the economics of income distribution. Professor Loury has published over 200 essays 

and reviews, writing mainly on the themes of racial inequality and social policy. His books include One 

by One, From the Inside Out: Essays and Reviews on Race and Responsibility in America; The 

Anatomy of Racial Inequality (Harvard University Press, 2002); and, Ethnicity, Social Mobility and 

Public Policy: Comparing the US and the UK (Cambridge University Press, 2005). 

Dr. Loury earned a B.A. in Mathematics at Northwestern University and holds a Ph.D. in Economics 

from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He is the father of five, the proud grandfather of six 

and a native of the Southside of Chicago. 

  

Ernesto Cortés, Jr. is the National Co-Director of the Industrial Areas Foundation 

(IAF), founded in Chicago by the late Saul Alinsky. Cortés’ affiliation with the 

IAF began in 1972.  

 

After working with IAF in Wisconsin and Indiana, he founded Communities Organized for Public 

Service, a well-known and highly effective grassroots organization. In the following years, he helped 

found other community based organizations in cities throughout Texas and the southwest.  

Under his supervision, the West/Southwest IAF network has developed successful initiatives in the 

areas of job training, economic development, citizenship and education. Cortés and the network 

launched an innovative public education initiative, called the Alliance School Initiative, which has been 

written about in several books and articles.  

Ernesto Cortés is the recipient of the HJ Heinz Award in Public Policy and the MacArthur Genius 

Award. He has completed multiple fellowships at the JFK School of Government at Harvard and MIT’s 

Department of Urban Studies and Planning (Martin Luther King Jr.). He is a graduate of Texas A & M 

University and has been awarded honorary degrees from Princeton University, Rutgers University, 

Southern Methodist University, University of Houston and University of St. Edwards in Austin.  


