
Advent 2021 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
- Anonymous, translated by Henry Sloane Coffin 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ; 

 

If you are at party this month and someone yells out “Hark, the Herald” or “Silent Night,” you probably 

could switch into caroling mode and instantly join in.  We have been singing Christmas carols every year 

for our entire lives.  You might even be able to fudge your way through a second verse with only 

humming a few of the words. 

 

But what if someone asked you to sing the seventh verse of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel?”  That one 

might be a bit of a stretch.  After all, who knows the seventh verse of anything?  And let’s be honest; that 

one probably doesn’t rank in the Top 10 of carols.  There are not references to Bethlehem, sheep, 

mangers or anything else we typically associate with the story of the nativity. 

 

It should probably be noted that “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” is not, technically, a Christmas carol, but, 

instead, an Advent hymn which origins go back to the middle ages.  It was originally sung in monasteries 

during the week before Christmas, with a new verse being added on each of the seven days before 

Christmas Eve in anticipation as the people prepared their hearts and minds for the birth of love and hope 

about to be revealed to them.   

 

Each verse has its own theme:  anticipation, wisdom, faithfulness, mercy, freedom, justice and, in the verse 

sung just before Christmas Eve, harmony – the call for all people to look beyond those often arbitrary 

distinctions which can separate us from one another, and come together to celebrate the coming of the 

Prince of Peace into the world. 

 

This year, perhaps, we need to hear that call more than ever before.  We live in a time in which we face 

deep divisions with one another.  We are divided by politics, race, culture, economic class and almost any 

other category we can image.  We look upon those who appear to be different with suspicion and 

perhaps even distain.   In fact, if we allow it, these distinctions can even shape our identities; defining 

ourselves by who we are not instead of who we are.  

 

And yet, in amongst all the division and suspicion that keeps us at arm’s length from one another, we 

celebrate the season of peace.  We rejoice the message first given to lowly shepherds, perhaps on the 

lowest rung of the cultural ladder of the day, as they tended their sheep on a cold night: “Peace on earth, 

goodwill to all.” 

 

This season, as we prepare are families and homes for the holiday season, let us look beyond all the songs 

and lights and all the festivities of the season to prepare ourselves, and our neighbors, for what the birth 

of Bethlehem can truly offer us.  Let us celebrate those ways in which we share a common bond with one 

another.  And, above all, let us rejoice in the arrival of the One who came to set us free from fear and 

mistrust that surrounds us. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jim 

   


