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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into 

a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
- 1 Peter 1.3 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ; 

 

Everything old is new again. 

 

Or is that “everything new is old again.”  It’s hard to be certain these days.  We thought the worst was 

behind us.  Multiple vaccines for Covid-19 with phenomenal efficacy came out with record speed.  Simply 

get our shots and that would be it.  It would only be a matter of time before everything returned to 

normal as if the pandemic never happened. 

 

Then, just as we were planning our mask burning parties, it all seemed to come back with a vengeance.  

We have discovered that the virus is a bit more cleaver then we anticipated; adapting itself to new 

circumstances and taking advantage of those not yet vaccinated to reemerge as an ongoing menace.  It 

appears that we might not be getting “back to normal” as soon as we expected. 

 

Unfortunately, this is not the only challenge we currently face.  Multiple crises, from climate change to 

political instability, both here and around the world, seems to be a part of everyday conversation.  How do 

we discover a path forward when everything seems to be dragging us back the challenges we find so 

difficult to overcome?  How can we consider ourselves to be “Hope Ministries” when hope seems so 

elusive? 

 

This, or course, isn’t anything new.  Many of us have faced times of deep uncertainty, either in our 

personal lives or as a society; times in which our vision for a joyful future had been obscured by those 

haunting challenges that often come out of nowhere.  We long for a hope-filled future that often seems 

beyond our grasp.   

 

But this is why we choose to be people of faith.  Jesus came into the very troubled world of biblical 

Palestine.  Poverty, health adversities and political oppression were all part of everyday life.  And when 

they looked to the structures of religion for hope, what they discovered was so often lacking. 

 

Jesus came into this world with a mission; to share the message of God’s unconditional love for everyone 

and to call on us to live in that love with each other.  To some, it sounded too simple, even naïve.  And yet 

Jesus gave everything for this simple message and, in doing so, both transformed the world and 

continues to fill us with the power and hope of God’s eternal presence in our life. 

 

We cannot always predict what the future will bring, either for ourselves or our church.  But we can face 

each day in hope, knowing that the One who calls us also provides us with everything we need to answer 

that call in faith. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jim 


