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“With all my heart I glorify the Lord! 
In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my Savior.” 

He has looked with favor on the low status of his servant. 
Luke 1:46b-48a  

  
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ; 
  
Something strange and wonderful happens this time of year.  For the past 11 months, our lives 
were filled with predictable routines.  But then, as soon as Thanksgiving dinner is over and the 
leftovers are stuffed in the refrigerator, someone opens the gate and the race is on.  What 
follows is a full month of shopping, parties, decorating, shopping, wrapping, cooking, baking, 
cards (and oh, did I mention shopping).  December seems to be a whole month dedicated to 
prepare for one day. 
  
Please don’t get me wrong.  There is nothing inappropriate about what we do this time of year.  
Parties, decorating and time with family and friends are part of what makes this season so 
special.  And I certainly would not wish to discourage the spirit of giving that reflects the 
unconditional caring that God has shown to us in countless ways.  But with all that takes place 
in our lives during these few weeks, it can be easy to simply race through the days and check off 
our to-do list, while forgetting about why we do what we do. 
  
As the marathon of the “Christmas shopping season” begins, may I make a suggestion?  Take 
some time from all the activities and busyness of the coming weeks to remember what the 
season of Advent is all about.  Ultimately, it is not about shopping or decorating or parties.  It is 
about preparation – preparing ourselves to receive a precious gift.  This gift of new life was 
born to us in the most humble and inauspicious of circumstances, but offers a joy and peace 
that can transcend a holiday to bless us each day of our lives. 
  
May this season of Advent be one of discovery as we discover together how the joy of new 
birth can transform our lives and, through us, help transform the world. 
  
Peace, 
Pastor Jim  
  

 


