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What has been is what will be, 

and what has been done is what will be done; 

there is nothing new under the sun. 

- Ecclesiastes 1:9 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ; 
 

There is something special about June.  The cold and darkness of winter have become a distant 

memory; being replaced with warmth and brightness of the lightest month of the year.  The 

signs of rejuvenation and rebirth are all around us.   

 

Just as it always has been.  Each year, the cycle of the seasons plays out before us; providing us 

with both the anticipation and expectation of transition as we wait for what the future has in 

store.  However, this year may feel a bit different as we have confronted transitions which have 

been impossible to anticipate.   

 

It appears that we are turning a corner, at least in this country, with the pandemic.  Vaccines as 

well as public health measures over the past year are providing an opportunity to experience a 

more normal summer with the hope that the health crisis of this past year will not repeat itself in 

the next.  However, we have now lived with this disease long enough to realize that, according 

to that great 20th century philosopher, “It ain’t over ‘til it’s over.” 

 

The pandemic, or course, isn’t the only crisis we have faced this past year.  We live in a time 

when it seems more and more difficult to relate to each other as neighbors.   Deep divisions 

based on race, political persuasions and a multitude of often arbitrary criteria builds barriers 

between us, leading us to view each other with suspicion and fear.  While we may wish that this, 

too, might be a momentary cycle, the forces leading us to alienation only seem to be growing. 

 

Perhaps we wish for a simpler time; a season when the challenges we faced, and the problems 

that came with them, were more predictable.  And yet, if we take the time to think about it, we 

realize that life has always presented us with difficult and unstable seasons.  Conflict, disease 

and strife has sways been with us; calling us to find the faith within us to face each day in hope.  

Indeed, there is nothing new under the sun. 

 

We are followers of Jesus.  Because of that, we trust in the words of Paul that “all things work 

together for good for those who love God and are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 

8:28).  We also know that these words become alive when we answer that call to bring hope and 

righteousness to a world that is often bogged down by its own shortcomings. 

 

As we enjoy our current change of season, with the increased sun it provides, let us remember 

that, no matter what the current day may bring us, we can face it in the confidence that we are 

not alone.  The One who has always been with us always will be; filling us with the hope of 

rebirth made real by a Savior who came in an equally turbulent season, to make all things new. 

 

Peace 

Pastor Jim 


