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How could we sing the LORD’s song in a foreign land? 

- Psalm 137:4 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ; 

 

When King Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem centuries before Jesus’ birth, many of its residents were 

forced to live in exile in Babylon, hundreds of miles away.  For decades they were separated from their 

homes, their community, and their temple. 

 

They prayed for the day that they would be able to return home to resume the lives they left.  However, 

they also wondered how they would make it to that glorious day.  Could they survive being stripped from 

so much that gave their lives joy and meaning?  How could they sing to the Lord in a foreign land? 

 

Many of us have felt that we have been living in exile this past year due to a worldwide pandemic that 

continues to plague the world.  We too, have felt separated from our homes, community and even from 

our places of sacred worship.  And we have wondered how we can sing the Lord’s song when we cannot 

sing together. 

 

But that was then.  Vaccines are now readily available and life, at least in this country, is beginning to 

recover.  We can shop without fear that we will bring home more than groceries, visit friends and family 

and now even worship and sing together.  In no time at all, we will be able to pick up where we left off as 

if nothing ever happened. 

 

Or will we?  When the Israelites returned to the Jerusalem, they did not know what to expect.  Most of 

them only heard about the Holy City from their ancestors.  What they discovered was that so much of 

what they anticipated was simply gone.  Much of the city had been destroyed, the temple was in ruin, and 

many of their former homes were now occupied by others.  They couldn’t simply go back to the ways 

things were – they had to create something new. 

 

As we make our transition into a post-pandemic world, our experiences will probably be less extreme.  

However, too much has changed for us to simply pick up where we left off.  Over 600,000 people have 

lost their battle with Covid-19 in this country alone.  The impact of loss and isolation from a disease still 

with us will be felt long after the pandemic is declared over. 

 

This does not mean, though, that we need to face the coming days without joy.  Just as the returning 

residents of Jerusalem was able to recover, rebuilding their city and their temple; we, too, will be able to 

build upon the foundation of our faith to experience hope.  As God’s community of faith today, we may 

need to expand upon the comfort and familiarity of our traditions to sing a new song in a new land.  The 

world has changed – and so have we.  But the love and hope of the One who continually redeems us 

leads us each and every step of the way. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jim 

 



 


