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Contact 
Information 
Office Hours:   

Monday - Friday  
8:30 AM - 12 Noon 

 

Phone:  (603) 524-3289 
 

E-mail:  office.nhhope@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Jim Shook  
Phone—(603)-273-7728 

E-mail:  Pastor.nhhope@gmail.com 
 

Web Site:  NHhope.org 
 

Staff 
Office Administrator:  Joyce Keyser 
Director of Music:  Karen Jordan 
Organist:  Phil Breton 
Treasurer:  Linda Graham  
Financial Secretary:  John Cooper 
Sexton:  Peter Ayer 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carter Mountain Brass Band 
December 4 at 3:00 PM 

 The Carter Mountain Brass Band, under 
the baton of Debbi Gibson, will be presenting a 
multi-media event, “Christmas Around the 
World”, Sunday, December 4th starting at 3:00 
PM at the First United Methodist Church in Gil-
ford.  
 The band will be sharing carols that are 
well known and carols from distant lands that 
may not be as familiar.  Conductor, Debbi Gib-
son, has also chosen Christmas songs from 
Broadway musicals and traditional music from 
the past.  And, let’s not forget the perennial, 
ever-popular audience participation sing-along.  
Projected visuals will accompany the music 
along with interspersed poems and stories.   
 The audience is invited for dessert after 
the concert.  A $10 donation will be appreciat-
ed with proceeds to be split between the 
Church and the Band. 
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December 
Serving our Church 

If those signed up change their weeks of ser-
vice, please contact the church office (524-

3289) so that the correct information can be 
placed in the announcements.   

 

Counters 
 

 Dec.   4 Roger Shelton & Don Nelson 
 11 Gail Tapply & Joyce Keyser 
 18 Dick Walden & Youngs 
 25 Tom Roscoe & Alger Conger 
 

Greeters 
 

 Dec.   4 Lynne & Bill Cannon 
 11 Nancy Morley 
 18  
 24 Kathy McGregor 
 25 Sharon Walden 
 

Ushers 
 

 Dec.   4 Gail Tapply & Linda Shea 
 11 Joel & Rachel Young 
 18 Vickie Wood Parrish &  
    Carol Capra 
 25 Dick & Sharon Walden 
 

Publication Deadlines 
 

Newsletter 
For January Traveler  please have your 

items in by December 14 
 

For Administrative Council 
Reports are due in the office December 11 

for the meeting on December 21. 
 

For Announcements 
Please have items in by Wednesday so 

they can be shared with our weekly email.   

Online Giving Available 
There are now a variety of ways to sup-
port the outreach of Hope Ministries: 
 Via Paypal - You can now support 

the outreach of Hope Ministries 
online through the convenience of 
PayPal.  Simply go to nhhope.org and 
click the Give page.  You can also 
schedule a recurring monthly gift. 

 Via online Bill Pay - Use your bank’s 
online bill-pay service to make a one 
time or recurring gift. 

 Mail - Of course, you can always mail 
your tithes and offerings to the 
church at: 

Hope Ministries, PO Box 7408, 
Gilford, NH 03247 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Red Cross Blood Drive 

 Please consider donating blood on 
Saturday, December 17 from 11:00 AM – 
3:30 PM here at church.   
 Maximize your blood donation and 
help more people by doing so.  If you are an 
eligible type O, B- or A- donor, consider 
making a Power Red donation.  Red blood 
cells are the most commonly transfused 
blood component. 
 Please call 1-800-733-2767 or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter “FUMC” to 
schedule an appointment. 
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“With all my heart I glorify the Lord! 
In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my Savior.” 

He has looked with favor on the low status of his servant. 
Luke 1:46b-48a  

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ; 
 
Something strange and wonderful happens this time of year.  For the past 11 months, our 
lives were filled with predictable routines.  But then, as soon as Thanksgiving dinner is over 
and the leftovers are stuffed in the refrigerator, someone opens the gate and the race is on.  
What follows is a full month of shopping, parties, decorating, shopping, wrapping, cooking, 
baking, cards (and oh, did I mention shopping).  December seems to be a whole month dedi-
cated to prepare for one day. 
 
Please don’t get me wrong.  There is nothing inappropriate about what we do this time of 
year.  Parties, decorating and time with family and friends are part of what makes this season 
so special.  And I certainly would not wish to discourage the spirit of giving that reflects the 
unconditional caring that God has shown to us in countless ways.  But with all that takes place 
in our lives during these few weeks, it can be easy to simply race through the days and check 
off our to-do list, while forgetting about why we do what we do. 
 
As the marathon of the “Christmas shopping season” begins, may I make a suggestion?  Take 
some time from all the activities and busyness of the coming weeks to remember what the 
season of Advent is all about.  Ultimately, it is not about shopping or decorating or parties.  It 
is about preparation – preparing ourselves to receive a precious gift.  This gift of new life was 
born to us in the most humble and inauspicious of circumstances, but offers a joy and peace 
that can transcend a holiday to bless us each day of our lives. 
 
May this season of Advent be one of discovery as we discover together how the joy of new 
birth can transform our lives and, through us, help transform the world. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jim  

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
DECEMBER 2022 
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Please join us for worship on Sundays at 10:30 AM in person or  
on Zoom, You Tube Live or Facebook Live.  

 

Dec. 4 - 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Communion Sunday 
 Message - “Honey-Spiced Locust”  (Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12) 
 

Dec. 11 - 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 Message - “Are You Sure About This?”  (Luke 1:46b-55; Matthew 11:2-11) 
 

Dec. 18 - 4th Sunday of Advent 
 Message - “Oh, Yeah, I Remember that Guy”  (Isaiah 7:10-16; Matthew 1:18-25) 
 

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 Readings from Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 
Dec. 25 Christmas Day 
 Message - “Tinsel Fatigue”  (Isaiah 52:7-10; John 1:1-14 

Help Decorate the Altar for Christmas Eve! 
 

 Would you like to see our altar filled with beauty on Christmas Eve?  
Please bring in your poinsettias by the morning of Dec. 23.   
 Also note that dedications in memory or honor of loved ones need 
to be in the office by Dec, 20th.  Late dedications will not be in the bulletin 
insert. 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

 The Christmas Eve Candlelight service will be held on Saturday,  December 
24 at 4:00 PM.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend all of our Advent and 
Christmas services to prepare and honor the birth of our Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Prayer at Hope Ministry 
We want to be your prayer partner as you celebrate the blessings of your life and call out to 
God for healing and wholeness.  If you would like your requests to be included during our 
prayer time on Sunday morning, you can share them with the church either by: 
 

 Emailing Pastor Jim (pastor.nhhope@gmail.com) by Saturday evening or 
 Using the prayer page of our website (nhhope.org) before the sermon on Sunday morn-

ing. 
 

mailto:pastor.nhhope@gmail.com
http://nhhope.org
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Lectionary 
 

The Lectionary is a list of Bible readings used in many Christian churches for weekly worship services.  
Please join us this season in reading the Bible during your devotional times.   
 

December 4 - 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 
December 11 - 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
December 18 - 4th Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 
December 24 - Christmas Eve 
 Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 
December 25 - Christmas Day 
 Isiah 52:7-10, Psalm 96; Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14 
December 31 - Watch Night 
 Ecclesiastes 3:1-13; Psalm 8; Revelation 21:1-6a; Matthew 25:31-46 

Opportunity to Help the Homeless 
You are invited to help the homeless in our area this winter by assembling any of the items below. These will 
be donated to those on the street to put in their backpacks.  Donate any number of items, in any combina-
tion. 
 

Needed items: 
Small pull-top cans     Canned chicken (preferred over tuna) 
Soup      Raviolis and other canned meat pastas 
Baked beans     Ramen Noodles 
Mac n Cheese    Vienna sausages 
Fruit cocktail     Soft granola bars (hard ones are difficult to eat for  
Small individual bags of peanuts          those with teeth problems or missing teeth) 
Water in bottles 
 

Please drop-off your donation in the Narthex collection box.  Those donations will be delivered to Isaiah 61.  
 

Christmas Giving Tree 
 

 The Giving Tree is being revived and will be in the Sanctuary after Thanks-
giving.  This year we are collecting gift certificates from Walmart, Hannaford’s, 
Shaw’s and Vista Supermarket.  These will be given to the school nurses in the ele-
mentary, middle, and high schools in Laconia and Gilford who will give them to 
families who can use a little extra this winter.  The Missions Committee has been 
doing this for the last few winters, allowing families to purchase winter clothes, 
gifts and holiday meals for their children   
 The tree will contain tags with various dollar amounts, which can be stuck 
on the gift certificate envelopes, which will also be provided.  Please put the gift 
certificates (in the envelopes) in the offering plate or drop off in the office by December 19th. 
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Sunday School Activities in December 2022 

 

 Our Sunday School Students were super-stars   at our successful annual Harvest Sup-
per held in November; waiting on tables and helping where needed.  It’s surely more fun when 
they are around! 
 Last month in class we learned how God showed His love for His people in the story of 
Noah And The Ark. When Noah tried to warn his neighbors about the coming flood, they ig-
nored him and mocked him.  Did you know that God sent fierce animals to protect Noah and 
his family from the wicked people who tried to keep them from the ark?  Did you also know 
that God and His angels gathered the animals and the food for Noah?  In reference to the rain-
bow that appeared to Noah after the flood, we did an experiment where we created a rain-
bow of colors called, “Walking Water”. 
 As part of our missions outreach, we’ll be writing letters to the children of the Ukraine 
in hopes of making lasting relationships and finding out how our church can help hem. 
 On the Sunday before Christmas during the morning worship service, children will be 
dressed up as characters from the Christmas story.  Each child chose a monologue to recite 
followed by the congregation singing some favorite Advent hymns.  Don’t miss all the fun! 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 The adult Bible study group has been reading and discussing Proverbs.  As of December 
12th, we will embark on a new study, using the book Invitations to Abundance:  How the Feasts 
of the Bible Nourish Us Today, by Alicia J. Akins.  The author draws upon scripture to help us 
see the overflowing love of God in the festivities described in the Bible.  The book is available 
in paperback and Kindle. 
 If you have not already joined the group, please register with Marilyn Ayer so that she 

can send you a Zoom invitation for our study, which meets Monday afternoons at 3 p.m.  

 

Christian Book Club Will Meet 
 The group has planned to read and discuss one Christian book per month beginning in 
January 2023 (time and place to come).  
  If you would be interested in reading one Christian-oriented book per month with a 
follow-up discussion among your Christian brothers and sisters, please email Lou Ann Harris at 
lharris3077@msn.com or call 908-477-3370.  Everyone is invited. 

mailto:lharris3077@msn.com
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Seeking Volunteers for Christmas Dinner 
 

 Continuing a decades-old holiday tradition in the Lakes Region, our Church and the La-
conia Rod and Gun Club will provide a free dinner on Christmas day (Sunday, Dec. 25).  Those 
without nearby family or who will be alone for Christmas are encouraged to sign up. 
 The doors will open at 12:15 PM for fellowship, carols and appetizers.  At 1:00 PM  
dinner will be served in the church’s Fellowship Hall, featuring a ham dinner and homemade 
desserts.  
 Volunteers are needed for preparation on Dec. 24th, and serving and clean-up on Dec 
25th.  If you can help, please call Carol Michael at (603) 455-9455 and leave your name and 
phone number. 
 The meal is free, but space is limited so reservations are required.  Please contact the 
church office at (603) 524-3289 or email office.nhhope@gmail.com by Wednesday, December 
14th.  If leaving a message, include your name, phone number and the number in your par-
ty.  Church hours are Monday through Friday from 8:30 to noon. 
 Donations of cookies, cakes, cupcakes and pies are also needed from our church family 
and friends. 
  Financial donations are welcome to ensure this wonderful tradition continues.  Please 
drop off at the church office or send to the church at Hope Ministries at FUMC, PO Box 7408, 
Gilford NH 03247.  

 
Raise the Roof 

 

For over 50 years our church, with its roof spiraling toward heaven, has been a local landmark 
and a witness to our mission in the Lakes Region.  In order to maintain the roof for the coming 
decades, we are seeking to raise $225,000, of which over $57,000 has already been raised.  
Your support, which can be made monthly or annually within the next three years or as a one-
time gift, can help preserve our facilities as a center of worship and service for our neighbors. 
 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone: __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

My commitment to the Raise the Roof Fund over the next three years is: 
 

     $__________________ monthly for the next 36 months 
 
     $__________________ annually for the next 3 years 
 
     $__________________ one-time gift 
 
Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:office.nhhope@gmail.com
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Church Family News 

 
 
 
 

Happy December Birthdays 
 

3 Stan Piper 
4 Holly Danby 
       Stan Piper 
6    Calvin Kolb, Jr. 
8    Vicki Stewart 
      Thomas Deyarmond 
9    Erica Corbitt 
      Emma Pollini 
10  Kristen Ehmann 
11 Evan Lamprey 
12 Cheryl Angus 
13 Rene Camerato 
19 Joel Young 
      Katie Byington 
22 Tom Madden 
27 Shirley Dockham 
      Peter Cummings 
      Ned Witham 
29  Shelli Boucher 

 

Happy December Anniversaries 
 

22 Heidi and David Lacroix 
 

 

Thank You 
 To all those who baked pies or helped 
with planning, selling tickets, peeling vegeta-
bles, purchasing supplies, cooking, serving, or 
cleaning up at the Harvest Supper this year - 
Thank you!  Especially we like to mention Jeff 
Keyser who did the hard work of cooking our 
delicious beans and donating the maple syrup 
to give them their signature sweetness.  
 The church raised close to $1,200 
through efforts from over 50 people.  It was so 
good seeing some of our Sunday School kids 
helping alongside many of our older retirees.  
 Your giving of time, talent and energy is 
greatly appreciated.  

In Sympathy 
 

 Our sympathy to the Gorse family at 
the loss of Kathy Gorse who died on October 
29.   
 
 Our sympathy to family and friends of 
Rev. Linda Peabody who died after a period 
of failing health. 
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Weekly 
 

Sunday 
  9:00 AM - Choir rehearsal  
10:30 AM—Worship and Children’s Sunday school  
  7:00 PM - AA meeting in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Monday  
  3:00 PM - Adult Bible Study  
 

Tuesday  
10:00 AM—Prayer Group via Zoom.  Please let Pastor Jim know if you would like to join us.  
 

Thursday 
  3:00 PM - Horn Group rehearsal (Not on 12/1) 
 

Friday 
  3:30 PM - Wesley Woods Trio rehearsal 
 

By the Date 
 

1   7:15 PM - Carter Mountain Band rehearsal 
4 11:30 AM - Welcome & Caring meeting 
   3:00 PM - Carter Mountain Band Concert 
5 - 9 Joyce will be on vacation this week. 
6   6:30 PM - Handbell rehearsal 
7   7:00 PM - Trustees meeting 
11 Ad Council reports due in office 
13 Isaiah 61 
   6:30 PM - Handbells rehearsal 
14 Newsletter deadline 
   8:00 AM - Men’s Breakfast at Lakeside 
   7:00 PM - Finance meeting 
17 11:00 AM - 3:30 PM - Red Cross Blood Drive 
20 Friendly Kitchen 
21 Poinsettia dedications due in office 
   7:00 PM - Ad Council 
24   4:00 PM - Christmas Eve Worship Service 
25 Merry Christmas 
 12:15 PM - Christmas Dinner 
26 The office is closed 
28   8:00 AM - Men’s Breakfast at Lakeside 
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December 2022 
 

 

Please join us for Worship and Sunday School 
Sundays at 10:30 AM 

Worship is in person, via Zoom, Facebook or You Tube. 
Connect by going to nhhope.org/grow/worship 

 

 
 

Please join us through Advent  
and then join us at  

4:00 PM for our  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 


