
WHO’S REALLY ESSENTIAL
 1Peter 2:4-8

1 Peter 2:4-8
You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. He was rejected by 
people, but he was chosen by God for great honor.
5And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are 
his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please 
God. 6As the Scriptures say,
“I am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem, chosen for great honor, and anyone who trusts in him 
will never be disgraced.” 7Yes, you who trust him recognize the honor God has given him. But 
for those who reject him, “The stone that the builders rejected
has now become the cornerstone.” 8And, “He is the stone that makes people stumble, the rock 
that makes them fall.” They stumble because they do not obey God’s word, and so they meet the 
fate that was planned for them.

• Jesus is essential.

Therefore, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “Look! I am placing a foundation stone in 
Jerusalem, a firm and tested stone. It is a precious cornerstone that is safe to build on. Whoever 
believes need never be shaken. Isaiah 28:16

24“Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a 
house on solid rock. 25Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the 
winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. 26But anyone 
who hears my teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on 
sand. 27When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will 
collapse with a mighty crash.” Matthew 7:24-27

For in him we live and move and exist. Acts 17:28
“Jesus told him, ‘I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one can come to the Father except 
through Me.’” John 14:6

And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. 1 Peter 2:5a

• The Church is essential.

And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one 
another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near. Hebrews 10:25

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people 
and also members of his household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 



Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him the whole building is joined together and 
rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being built together to 
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. Eph 2: 19-22

4The one thing I ask of the LORD—the thing I seek most—is to live in the house of the 
LORD all the days of my life, delighting in the LORD’s perfections and meditating in his 
Temple. 5For he will conceal me there when troubles come; he will hide me in his sanctuary. 
He will place me out of reach on a high rock. Psalm 27:4-5 

16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
17Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed 
this to you. You did not learn this from any human being. 18Now I say to you that you are Peter 
(which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will 
not conquer it. 19And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you 
forbid on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will be permitted 
in heaven.” Matt 16:15-19

What’s more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual 
sacrifices that please God. 1 Peter 2:5b

• Every believer is essential.
“God’s various gifts are handed out everywhere; but they all originate in God’s Spirit.  God’s 
various ministries are carried out everywhere; but they all originate in God’s Spirit.  God’s 
various expressions of power are in action everywhere; but God himself is behind it all.  Each 
person is given something to do that shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone 
benefits. All kinds of things are handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of people!  The variety 
is wonderful…” (1 Corinthians 12:4-7 Message)  

 “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.  I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 
(Psalm 139:13-14)  


