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Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

Continued on next page 

“Complaining and Encouraging” 
 

This story is told about a man who has a life-changing experience and decides to become a monk. He enters the 

monastery, a very strict monastery.  He is allowed to say only two words every seven years. Finally the day comes 

after seven years for him to speak two words and what does he say? He said, “Cold floors!” Seven more years go by 

and they again ask him to speak two words. This time he says, “Bad food!” They nod and send him back to his room. 

Again, seven more years go by and they bring him into the office to hear his two words, and what are they? He says, “I 

quit!” “That’s not surprising,” his superiors say, “Because you’ve done nothing but complain since you got here.”  

The world we live in today is filled with complaints. Our kids complain, parents complain, our spouses complain, our 

teachers and bosses and even our pastors complain. We all have to put up with complaints that we hear from others, 

don’t we? Complaining during this pandemic and election year is a part of the fabric of human life. We hear it at home, 

on social media, and even at church. 
 

Here at church we continue to struggle and evaluate how to do church and ministry during these unprecedented 

times. Some want us to get back to normal and others don’t. Some want masks, others don’t. Some want to sing and 

others don’t. Whose right and whose wrong? I don’t know, but I do know that I have a responsibility to respect 

people’s opinions and to put the best construction on what others are doing. 
 

This may be a matter of opinion but I do believe that the leadership of Christ Our King has done a incredible job of 

trying to respect people’s opinion and yet still do ministry. 
 

Having said that, what’s the plan for September?  We will continue with our present format.  

 Saturday, 9:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary 

 Sunday, 8:15 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary or the Family Life Center 

 Sunday, 10:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary or the Family Life Center 

 Links to the worship service, bulletin, prayer connector, and children’s message e-mailed out on 

Saturdays and all services and children’s message available on the website or on You Tube. 

 Private worship and communion by appointment inside or outside. 

 Zoom, online Bible Studies through out the week –see page 

 Sunday School lesson taught to parents online each week. 

 No “in-house” Sunday school classes, confirmation, and fellowship gatherings. 

 Currently a number of Bible classes meet in the pavilion and they will continue weather permitting. 

Christ Our 
King 
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I want to thank you for faithfully worshiping online or in person these last five months. I also want to thank you for 

your faithful giving online and in person to keep our ministries going. Ministry continues to happen each day at 

Christ Our King in many and various ways. Praise be to God! 
 

But as you might imagine, I too have concerns of my own. Some of you have confessed to me that it is all too easy 

to fall away from worship, the study of God’s Word, witnessing, and being about God’s work. We average about 

150 people (in house worship) and about 100-130 online. The online worship has continued to decline steadily. 

Worship, as with all things involving our faith, takes spiritual discipline. For those worshipping at home set-aside a 

time to do this each week with your family at home. This will be especially important for you who are parents. 

Deanna Lynch and I will attempt to help you teach the lesson via zoom each week and we will send you the 

hardcopy lessons. This could be a great time for you and your children to grow even stronger in the bond of faith. 

I’m looking forward to hearing your stories and sharing your experiences. 
 

Instead of complaining I believe this pandemic could be an unprecedented time of growth within and beyond our 

wall. Remember, God is worthy of our worship and we are ever needful of His instruction and the strength of 

Christian fellowship, even if it has to be online.  

 

Instead of complaining, encourage someone today! 

Pastor Thomas L. Schroeder 
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FROM YOUR CONGREGATIONAL PRESIDENT  

AND CALL COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON 

Greetings to the members of Christ Our King, 

 

It was just over a year ago that we were asking members to serve on the Call Committee that has been searching 

out candidates to be our next Senior Pastor.  The Church Council and Elders asked a cross section of people from 

our congregation to serve on this committee.  The Call Committee elected Kathy Brade as their Chairperson.  The 

Call Committee has worked hard to do the best job possible, seeking the best pastor for Christ Our King.  It has 

been challenging and time consuming.  Through it all they have and continue to do a great job. 

 

The Call Committee recommends two pastors as candidates to possibly be our next Senior Pastor.  They are 

excellent pastors, each with their own style and strengths.  Both have qualities that we are seeking.  We will be 

sending out bios for each pastor for you to review by US Postal Mail and email.  We will also have a link to the bios 

on our church web site for church members only.  This is CONFIDENTIAL information and should not be shared with 

anyone other than our Christ Our King members for the purpose of consideration for this call process.  We do not 

want to cause harm to the ministry of these men, nor the ministry of their churches.  The information sent from the 

Synod for the pastors will remain available at the church for your review.  If you have not received this information 

by September 09, 2020 please contact the church office. 

 

Christ Our King will have a Special Voter’s Assembly Meeting on Sunday, September 20, 2020 to be held right after 

the completion of the 10:00am service at the church.  The purposes of this Special Voter’s Assembly is to have the 

Call Committee share the process they have followed, to share information about the pastors being presented to 

you, offer an opportunity for a question and answer time, determine if we are ready to proceed with the calling of a 

Senior Pastor to serve at Christ Our King, and if so, select a candidate and issue a call to that candidate.   

 

The Church Council is still working out details for the meeting.  We are considering many options to maximize the 

opportunity to safely include as many people in this defining moment in our church and still be compliant with our 

bylaws and all other guidelines.  We want YOU and as many other members to come to the church to safely take 

part in this voting process.  And we want every person to be confident that the Holy Spirit is guiding us through this 

entire process.  We will send out more details later as the date approaches.  More information about this meeting 

will be announced at church worship services or emails, so watch for this information and plan to take part in the 

meeting. 

 

Please join us in prayer, for the call process, the call committee, Pastor Tom and his family, Christ Our King and our 

ministry, the candidates and their families, the churches where the pastors serve and do ministry. 

 

We look forward to seeing all of you at the Voter’s Assembly Meeting.  If you have questions for the Call 

Committee please contact Kathy Brade.  If you have questions about the Voter’s meeting please contact Steve 

Frederick at stevemfrederick@aol.com or phone (734) 478-9937. 

 

Your Congregational President,                                                              Call Committee Chairperson, 

Steve Frederick                                                                                             Kathy Brade 

mailto:stevemfrederick@aol.com
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Christ Our King Lutheran Church 

Voter’s Assembly  

For the Purpose of Issuing a Call for Our Senior Pastor 

Sunday, September 20, 2020 
After the completion of our 10:00am Service 

 

AGENDA 

 
 The purposes of this Special Voter’s Assembly are to . . .  

 Determine if we are ready to proceed with calling a Senior Pastor to serve at Christ Our King, and 

if so, then to . . . 

 Select a candidate and issue a call to that candidate. 

 

 Call to order 

 Prayer and meditation 

 

 Report from the Call Committee 

 Overview of the Call Committee’s work 

 Share information about Pastor #1 

 Share information about Pastor #2 

 Question & answer session 

 Prayer and meditation 

 

 Request motion to approve the slate of candidates presented and to proceed with issuing a call. 

 First vote to approve the slate of candidates (confidential paper ballot) 

 Elders of Christ Our King will collect and tabulate the ballots for each vote. 

 Prayer and meditation 

 

 Second vote for your choice from the candidates (confidential paper ballot) 

 Request motion for unanimous approval 

 Third vote for unanimous approval of issuing the call (a voice vote) 

 

 Prayer and meditation 

 

Next Steps 

 

 Request Motion for Adjournment 

 Vote to adjourn (voice vote) 

 Benediction  



5 

THE ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE 

STEWARDSHIP BOARD 

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10). 
 

God bids us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to do. He calls us to be members of a family (husbands and wives; 

fathers and mothers; sons and daughters). He calls us to be members of society (those who govern and those who 

are governed). And He calls us to be members of His family, the Church (those who preach and teach and those 

who hear and learn). Each of these callings from God places a duty on us. 
 

As members of a family, husbands are given the duty to die for their wives as Christ gave His life for His bride, the 

Church; while wives are given the duty to respect their husbands and submit themselves to them as the Church 

does to Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise their children in the fear and admonition of the Lord, teaching 

them the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning Baptism, Confession, 

the Office of the Keys, and the Lord’s Supper. Children are to honor their parents throughout their lives, and even 

when their parents are no longer alive, serving and obeying them, loving and cherishing them, and speaking well of 

them. 
 

As members of society, God calls those who govern to bear the sword, that is, to punish those who do evil (those 

who live contrary to God’s will) and to reward those who do good (those whose lives are lived in conformity with 

God’s will). Those who are governed are to obey their leaders as to the Lord Himself, for their leaders bear the 

sword of God’s temporal justice for a purpose. 
 

As members of God’s own family, the Church, He calls those who preach and teach to do so in faithfulness to His 

holy Word. To preach and teach the Law of God to convict the hearts of hearers of their sin and to encourage, 

admonish, and exhort them to do good works in accordance with God’s will. They are to preach and teach the 

Gospel, the full forgiveness of their sins accomplished by Christ and received through faith, not by works. They are 

to administer the means of grace in accordance with the Gospel and the Word of God. They do all this for the young 

and old alike, for those who are near and far off. Those who hear and learn are to submit themselves to their 

preachers and teachers. They are support them by their prayers and their gifts.  
 

Each of these callings from God place a duty on us. They make a claim on our presence; on our prayers; and our 

time, talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10). Pray for 

your family, your government, and your church. Give of yourself by means of your time, your talents, and your 

treasures to your family, your government, and your Church. That is what it means to be faithful in the tasks that 

God has given us. That is what it means to do it with all your might. 

The Endowment Fund Committee accepts grant applications twice a year, in April and October. If 

you are planning on applying for a grant from the Endowment Fund, you will need to fill out an 

application. The grant applications are located in the Endowment Fund mailbox, which is located 

at the end of the church mailboxes or you can print a copy off of the Christ Our King website, 

click on "Resources" and scroll down to the Endowment Fund portion. Return your completed 

application to the Endowment Fund mailbox on or before Thursday, October 15, 2020.  

 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact one of the members of the Christ Our King 

Endowment Fund Committee: Dean Greb, Ed Kulczak, Mike Kusner, Sr., Jack Marchlewski, Tim Taylor  

or Debby Weirich.  
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Christ Our King is in the process of installing disinfecting / air purifying equipment on all seven of the HVAC units in 

the church building.  The equipment is called Reme Halo Air Purification Systems.  These systems have been used for 

years in hospitals, hotels, restaurants, etc.  The Reme Halo System kills bacterias, molds and viruses.  It uses a variety 

of techniques including ultraviolet lights and the emission of advanced oxidizing ions to destroy 99% of bacteria and 

viruses in the air and on surfaces.  The technology is over 25 years old and has been proven safe as the UVA lights are 

installed inside the ductwork and away from people.  The systems use low voltage sources so the cost to operate the 

systems is minimal.  The HVAC fans do need to run continuously for best results so there is a slight increase in cost for 

the continuous operation.  This equipment will help keep the church as safe as possible during and after these difficult 

times.  Other new items to minimize virus transmission include the installation of hands-free faucets and soap 

dispensers in most of the bathrooms.  If anyone has other suggestions, please contact Rich Lynch or any member of 

the Board of Properties. 

While it seems like one week is the same as another and 

last week is the same as this week and next week will be 

the same again, there are still those awesome ladies who 

continue to make sure that quilts squares are being cut and quilt tops are being sewn and finished quilts are being 

tied and dropped off at our “Quilt Collection” site (the Goings house).  There are still awesome Quilts Angels who 

have continued to drop off sheets and fabric at church for us to use in this fabulous ministry.  We couldn’t do it 

without all the quiet and faithful helpers out there.  Since most of our Ministry Angels are in that “dangerous to go 

out in public” age, shopping for fabric, thread etc. is all being done on-line.  But still we are blessed beyond belief.  

We just received word that some of OUR quilts that were sent to Lutheran World Relief last year had been shipped 

to Lebanon and, sadly, were destroyed in the awful explosions that they recently experienced.  We have about 30 

more quilts ready to go to LWR and are working with many others on a way to help replenish those 30,000-40,000 

destroyed quilts before the bitter winter comes and there is more suffering.  So, while we feel down and sad with 

our personal and current state of affairs, we must remember in our hearts and prayers, those who are suffering 

way more and will continue to do so as the winter arrives. 

QUILTER’S CORNER  

NOTE FROM THE BOARD OF PROPERTIES 

Our Deepest Thank You, Paul, Heather, Jacob, Luke, Charlie and Judy Carlson, Jane and Pastor Don 

wish to thank everyone for the tremendous support and encouragement that have been given to 

us, not only at this time of losing our dear Josh, but also over the past 11 years as he (and we) 

battled his lung condition.  We are so thankful for the spirit, faith and joy that God gave Josh during 

his 11 years in this life.  We are overwhelmingly thankful for the assurance of eternal life that God 

provides for each of us in Christ Jesus.  Because of His promises which are backed up by His actions, we have 

confidence that Josh has already experienced complete healing.  Thanks be to God. 
 

And we also express our special thanks to Pastor Tom for the message of hope and good news that he provided at 

the memorial service; those who assisted in preparing and leading the memorial service including Victoria 

Thompson, Laurie Blumlein and Larry Swisher; those who recorded the service and placed it on youtube (which 

was viewed by many of our family and friends in other States), Dave Wingert, Steve Mueller, Mark and Kathy Brade

-Smith, Brenda Kusner, who coordinated the after-service fellowship time, and all those who provided desserts, set 

up and rearranging for the activity; all those who sent cards and contributions in Josh’s memory. 
 

We are so privileged and thankful to be a part of such a great Christ-centered community.  We miss our Josh 

terribly, but we are also confident that we will be reunited with him and all the company of the saints in glory. 
 

Thank you, dear friends. 

Josh’s family 
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Sunday School will be starting September 13 — but, it will be online.  

 

 Each month you will pick up Sunday School materials for your child(ren) at church.  

 Each week you will receive a link to the Sunday school Bible stories and Pastor Tom will have videos of more 

details/insights to the Bible story for parents to help teach the lessons to their children. All levels have the same 

Bible story for the week. These links will be available for 2 weeks. 

 

Please register your child(ren) by filling out the registration form, you should have received in the mail or if not 

registrations are available at church and completed forms can be left in the church office or in the mailbox on the 

church office door. Or online at http://c.planetreg.com/admin/event_dashboard.asp?ID1=E817115849233219 or just 

go to our website and follow the link on the main page.  

 

Please completely fill out registration forms early so we have enough materials and your family can pick up the 

materials at the church before Sunday School starts. A lot of communication will be done through email but regular 

mail will be used also. For every seven completed lessons photos e-mailed to christianed@c-o-k.org the student 

will get to pick a prize. 

 

Bible Buddies: 

Does your child have a Bible Buddy? Have they been reading the Bible to them? Please send the name of the child 

and the Bible buddies name to christianed@c-o-k.org so we can order them a gift for making their Bible Buddy 

grow strong. If your child doesn’t have a Bible Buddy and would like one please send a request for a Bible Buddy to 

christianed@c-o-k.org . Keep reading your bible. 

 

Thank you, Deanna Lynch, Christian Education Board Chair 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
Sunday School will start September 13 and it will be online. Are you interested in doing something more than just 

Sunday School? Zoom bible study? Game night? Scavenger Hunt? Home lock in with fun things to do every hour and 

take pictures of and meet on Zoom for fun wrap up and prizes? Have an idea you would like to try? Email Mrs. 

Lynch at christianed@c-o-k.org with your name and things you are interested in doing this year. 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
Christ Our King members are you a college student or is your child a college student? This is a different time for 

students not being able to have the college experience they were expecting because of social distancing. If you 

send the following information to christianed@c-o-k.org we would like to send some love from Christ Our King to 

them. (Name, address, finals week, favorite mail-able snack, and birthday) Thank you and we pray God will keep 

the college students safe and healthy. 
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 UPCOMING BIBLE STUDIES 

Young at Heart Bible study  
For those 50+  

Join us on Thursday,  
September 10 and 24 at 11:00 a.m.  
For a Bible study with Pastor Tom  

We will meet in the pavilion  
with masks and social distancing.   

We have found that the pavilion is 
very well shaded and temperatures  

have been comfortable. 

Women’s Book Club  

Meets the last Monday  

each month at  7:00 p.m.  

Meeting location currently in the 

Pavilion however, this may change so 

watch the weekly e-mail for updates. 

Questions? Contact Laura Edge. 

 

September  28, 2020 book is 

Unshakable Hope by Max Lucado 

 What is shaking in your world? 

Possibly your future, your faith, 

your family, or finances? It is a 

shaky world out there! 

Max Lucado offers encouraging 

guidance for overcoming sadness 

and despair, renewing a sense of 

purpose, and triumphantly facing 

the fears of the future. 

 

October 26, 2020 book is Lilac Girls by 

Martha Hall Kelly   

 Inspired by the life of a real World 

War II heroine, this remarkable 

debut novel reveals the power of 

unsung women to change history 

in their quest for love, freedom, 

and second chances. 

 SUNDAY MORNINGS 11:30a.m. begins September 13 One Nation 
Under God:  Healing Racial Divides in America by Rev. B. Keith Haney, 
an African-American pastor of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
who wrote this study after the racial conflict in Ferguson, Missouri.  
The study is very relevant to the events that happening in our nation 
today.  Pastor Haney provides understanding of the experiences and 
the perspectives of many people of color in the United States today.  
He points us directly to the cross of Jesus, and how our identity with 
Christ gives us unique opportunities to bring healing into this broken 
world.  President Maier of the Michigan District recommends that 
each congregation of the District use this study materials this Fall.  
Pastor Don will facilitate the study on Sunday mornings, beginning 
September 13. The study may be available on site as well as zoom 
and on YouTube.  Please check future announcements for additional 
information. 

 
 SUNDAY EVENINGS 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. begins on September 13 

Discerning the Voice of God: How to Recognize When God Speaks by 
Pricilla Shirer. My sheep hear my voice . . . If hearing God has 
seemed challenging this study will help you explore a more intimate 
relationship with Him, one that can make hearing Him — His will, His 
heart, and His voice — your ongoing experience. Discover how you 
can listen with greater confidence, clarity and discernment. This 
Bible study will help you discover the root to clear and daily 
communication with God — humble obedience. Learn how 
surrender unlocks His many blessings intended for us, centers us in 
His will, and helps us discern His voice in everyday life. This 7-session 
study has five days a week of optional Bible study if you want to go 
to a deeper level.  Each day's lesson takes about 20 minutes. This is 
not necessary to attend the study. Each week we will watch a video 
together and discuss. Ann Marie Britton facilitates this zoom study.  
Please call or text Ann Marie at 734-330-3805 or e-mail 
verychattyann@gmail.com soon so books can be purchased and 
distributed. 

 
 WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. begins September 9 

The Gospel of Mark:  Chapters 14—16 Holy Week:  The Week that 
changed the world St. Mark provides the Gospel in action, 
demonstrating the presence of God Himself in the person of Jesus. 
The Kingdom of God has arrived!  We now live as His! Pastor Don 
facilitates this study, with plans to be on-site as well as zoom and 
placed on YouTube.  Please check future announcements for specific 
information.  

 
 WEDNESDAY MORNING Women’s Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. The 

Mighty & Mysterious by Heidi Goehmann Bible study will begin on 
September 16, 2020 on Zoom. We will pick up on week four, where 
we left off in the Spring.  If you would like to join in this study please 
contact facilitator Deanna Lynch at christianed@c-o-k.org. 

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study:   
6:30 am Tuesdays in the Pavilion 

Pastor Tom facilitates this study  
of Colossians.  Please bring  
your own chair and Bible.   


