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Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

“Good News Out of A Storm” 

 

For the last four months our Young at Heart Bible class has been studying the book of Job. God wanted Job to realize that he was 

totally dependent on Him and to humbly submit to God and to realize that all blessings come from God. Job eventually repented 

of his self-dependence and trusted more fully in His gracious God. It’s difficult to admit our inadequacy and isn’t it true that “self-

dependence can lead to false security.” It takes a lot for us to admit inadequacy. Why? Isn’t it because we want to be in control?  

 

The recent ongoing pandemic teaches us painfully that we are not in control, and we don’t like it. Could this be God’s call to us 

to listen and learn of our need for His grace. It is only through the risen Christ that we are set free, forgiven, and declared 

righteous. 

 

A storm (physical, mental, spiritual) has a way of putting us out of control. Where will we go? Where will we turn? During the 

storms of life many people become angry with God and contend He doesn’t care or that He is not fair. Many of the people who 

make that charge normally want nothing to do with Him, even when things are going well. 

 

In the late 1800’s Horatio Spafford’s four year old son died. A year later his real estate properties were wiped out by a fire. 

Knowing that his family needed a vacation, he decided to take his wife and his four daughters to England. But a last minute 

emergency prevented him from leaving with the rest of his family. He told them to go on ahead and he would set sail in a few 

days to meet them. Nine days later he received a disturbing telegram from his wife that another ship had struck theirs on the 

high seas and only she survived. Wishing to join his mourning wife, Spafford took the next ship to England. While they were en 

route the captain of the ship called Spafford to the deck and said to him, “We are now passing the spot where your family was 

lost at sea.” Spafford stood in silence. When he returned to his cabin what did he do? He did not curse God. Rather than giving 

into the devils discouragement, Spafford trusted in the Lord as he wrote the words to this beloved hymn:   
 

“When peace like a river attendeth my way, when sorrow like sea billows roll;  

whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say It is well, it is well with my soul.” 
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The waters from the storm called Covid 19 will recede and for many they will be replaced with doubt, despair, and 

depression. But for those, who put their trust in Christ, will continue to know that He will never leave them or forsake 

them. For they know and you know that no matter how great our suffering or our new normal might be, He will not 

close His door of mercy, compassion, and forgiveness.  

 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 

Pastor Tom 

Pastor’s letter continued from page one 

Current Council Officers 

President:  

Steve Frederick 

Vice President:  

Chris Chapin 

Financial Secretary:  

Scott Stanfill 

Treasurer:  

Steve Schneider 

Council Secretary:  

Haley Buckmaster 

Current Board Chairs 

Properties:  

Rich Lynch 

Communications:  

Dave Wingert 

Christian Education:  

Deanna Lynch 

Elders:  

Larry Swisher 

Evangelism:  

Dave Norton 

Fellowship:  

Mary Rose Kulczak 

Stewardship:  

Richard Johnson 

Youth:  

open 

Thank you to Scott Stanfill, 
our Financial Secretary,  
for putting the financial  

information together for us. 

P L E A S E  N O T E :  

Donations can be made online at our website  

at www.christ-our-king.org  

Donations may also be mailed to the church.  
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Obviously we miss being with you in worship, Bible Studies, and all the other fellowship activities that 

usually take place here at Christ Our King.  

 

 Office Information: I am in the office everyday between 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  Don’t hesitate to call 

even if you just want to talk. I’ll always be blessed to pray with you. Victoria is currently working from 

home. If you want to get in touch with her just call the church and either she or I will answer. 

Technology is amazing in this case. 

 Update on Dawn: It is with sadness that Dawn concluded her ministry here at Christ Our King on Easter 

Sunday. What a ministry she had with us. We will forever be thankful for her and her family. What an 

incredible children’s message that was on Easter Sunday. She will still be living in Saline until the end of 

May, her phone number is the same and we will share her new address when she moves. 

 Update on Pastor Don: Pastor Don and Jane’s grandson Josh continues to have difficult days. He is now 

experiencing seizures and requires elevated need for oxygen. As always, keep Joshua and his family in 

your daily prayers. 

 Prayers For: Currently we thank God for those who have recovered from the Covid 19 virus. We also 

want to pray for those who have lost their jobs permanently or temporarily.  If you know of families who 

are in need please give me a call. Hopefully, we at Christ Our King, can offer some help. 

 Church Council: The Church Council met on April 14 and the following actions were taken:  

 Church Council approved $5,000 to be transferred from the Thrivent Choice Dollars to the 

Hardship Fund. 

 Church Council submitted to the Endowment Fund a grant request of $10,000 to go to the 

Michigan District of Lutheran Church Sowers Fund. This is a fund established to help other 

churches that are on the verge of closing. 

 Current Financial Status: 

 Our giving for March was down from last year’s level (see financials on page 2 of the newsletter.) 

 Current weekly giving during Covid 19 is about $7,000 per week. 

 Thanks to those who are still able to contribute their offerings, either by mail or online. We are 

very blessed. We don’t want anyone to be on a guilt trip because of their current financial 

situation and aren’t able to give at this time. 

 Some who are able may want to consider using a portion of the stimulus monies to go to 

hardship or general offerings to make up the difference for those who are unable to give. No 

matter what, God will provide. Again, thanks be to God for your generous support in not just 

treasures but your prayers. 

 Online giving questions call Scott Stanfill 734-879-0978. 

 Call Process: The call process is currently on hold (see page 7 for details.) It would not be right for us to 

call a pastor or a DCE from their current congregation during this crisis. The call committee continues to 

meet. Thank them for their work. 

 Sunday School Update: Sunday School has been cancelled for the remainder of the 2019-2020 year. We 

have included some online resources on our website at christ-our-king.org. 

Congregational News and Updates 
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It’s been a tough month! It may continue to be tough even 

longer . . . we don’t know just yet when things will ease. But 

behind the scenes, the Quilt Ministry continued to cut and sew and tie. Oh yes, it was different. There 

were porch pick-ups of quilts TO BE tied, and porch drop offs of quilts that WERE tied, there were porch 

pick ups of kits to be SEWN into quilt tops and porch drop offs of quilt tops that WERE sewn together. 

Quietly, in the solitude of our homes, work continued. You see, we know that this need of comfort and 

warmth never ends. Yes, even though summer is coming and warm quilts won’t be first on everyone’s 

minds…too soon fall will arrive once more and because work was being done all spring and summer, 

there WILL be quilts available for those who need that warmth and comfort. So we continue . . . adapting 

as needed, looking forward and praying for all around us…who still need warmth and comfort. Please 

watch weekly notices for a new “start-up” date. At this writing, we don’t have a clear idea of when that 

will be. But we will continue, quietly in our homes, cutting, and sewing and tying! That’s what we do!  

QUILTER’S CORNER 

 Vacation Bible School: VBS will be held sometime in August as possibly a Friday night, Saturday, Sunday 

family experience. We would like to incorporate overnight camping and Saturday or Sunday outdoor 

worship in the Pavilion. Depending on Federal and State recommendations, we would open this to the 

congregation and the community. For now we will wait and see! Contact Deanna Lynch if you can help. 

 Confirmation: A letter was recently sent out to the 7th and 8th grade confirmation students and parents. 

At this point we would like to have confirmation on the first Sunday in June (June 7th) but again we will 

have to wait and see. 

 Online Worship Services: Online services will continue for the foreseeable future. We want to thank 

David Wingert, Mark Smith, Larry Swisher, Jane Panikkar, Laurie Bluemlein, and Sharon Douglas for their 

efforts in making this happen. Thanks be to God for this technology and those who know how to use it. 

Questions regarding this service may be directed to Victoria 734-429-9200 or David Wingert at 517-614-

0597. 

 The Board of Elders: The Board of Elders are in the process of calling all congregational family units. 

Their purpose is to encourage you, pray for you, determine needs, and see if you are able to access the 

worship services online. 

 Online Bible Studies: There are a number of online Bible Studies currently being zoomed via the internet 

here at Christ Our King. Call Pastor Don, 734-470-6115, to get more information on one of these groups.  

 Prayer Ministry: This group has been doing tremendous work online and on the phone. If you need 

prayers please call Gretchen at 734-429-2334. You can also submit a prayer request online at our 

website Christ-Our-King.org 

 KFUO Live Stream: Check out this resource on your computer. It is the flag-ship radio station of our 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. They offer great Christian music, Bible studies, Worship services, and a 

whole host of Christian resources. A whole lot more encourage then listening to the national news 24/7. 

 Website: Remember our website is Christ-Our-King.org or c-o-k.org 

 Finally, thanks be to God, Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Pastor Tom 

Congregational News and Updates Continued 
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A NOTE FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Greetings Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
 

Our world has changed dramatically more than ever in the last month and a half. We have 

all heard stories of death and other terrible things happening. Family members falling ill 

after normal family gatherings, …people of all kinds being effected, …friends and family 

members testing positive to such a scary virus that there is not enough knowledge about. 

It is so very concerning. 
 

During our recent Holy Week and Easter time, I thought about the events that happened. I thought about the pain and 

suffering that took place. The fear and loss that the disciples and friends of Jesus must have felt. When you are left in 

unusual circumstances and time to think, …your mind wanders a bit. You can make up a lot of stuff in such times. You 

think about what happened to get you to the place where you are, and you think about where things are going, and 

the control you have or don’t have to where you would like to be or end up. 
 

I remember when I came to Michigan, I was fascinated by The Great Lakes and lighthouses. I remember Cindy and I 

visiting many of them along several of the lakes. We visited others in Hawaii as well. The lakes are huge and beautiful 

but can be dangerous and scary at times. The lighthouses typically small, simple and quiet, but there with purpose, a 

oh so important mission. Each one is different, unique and special in its own place. And can make the difference in life 

or death, depending on the situations, conditions and how prepared they are for events. 
 

Christ Our King Lutheran Church is a lighthouse in Saline. God called His servants together and led them together to 

build a group of people to form our church. He placed us here to serve Him and to reach out to share Jesus with our 

world around us. To be the light in our neighborhood, in our world, at work, at school, in the places where we go . . . 

shining the way, giving light to His path that others may come to know Jesus. 
 

There are times NOW that I think we are feeling a bit lost, a bit confused, a bit uncertain of what to do, or how to do 

something . . . things are not normal, things are different. I’ll bet the disciples in the Upper Room, after Jesus died and 

placed in a tomb, were feeling some of those same things. I am certain that they wondered, “what do I do now?” We 

have an advantage . . . we know what happened . . . we have God’s Word, His promises to stand on . . . we have hope 

because of Him. God gave us instructions, a direction of what we are to do. 
 

We will soon be starting a new church year of programs and events starting July 1st, 2020. We need some good people 

to serve on the Church Council and on their teams, who God is already preparing to step up and out of their comfort 

zone to serve on a team of other servants doing the ministry that God is leading us to do. You do not need to know all 

the answers or have ever done such things before . . . Just be a willing vessel . . . someone who will allow God to lead 

you to help in His ministry, to do your best (with God’s help). May all that we do be to God’s honor and glory. 
 

Answer God’s call for you, allow His Holy Spirit to move in you, that you will make yourself available to what God has 

planned and prepared for you. Joining Jesus on His mission. Just as you are . . . God can use you as a lighthouse . . . to 

shine His path for those that sail in your area. Let your light shine. Things in the world are different, but God is the 

same yesterday, today and tomorrow. He will see us through all where He leads us. Put your trust in Him. 
 

If God is leading you to serve Him at Christ Our King, please answer His call. Contact Pastor Tom, Pastor Don, Larry 

Swisher, or myself. We will pray and celebrate with you and help you find the place God is leading you to serve. We 

need you . . . God needs you and those you will help to know Jesus needs you. 
 

Thank you for allowing me to serve with you at Christ Our King and in helping others come to know Jesus. 

 

In His Service, 

Steve Frederick 

Council President 
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"What is Planned Giving?" "Planned Giving" means mapping out a 

plan for making gifts to church and charity. A caring person inte-

grates planned giving into his or her financial strategies during different phases of life. Many individuals consider planned giving 

when they decide how to transfer their estates to the institutions and people whom they want to benefit from a lifetime of hard work. 

In addition to fulfilling their charitable goals and acknowledging (financially and spiritually) their gratefulness to God, donors may 

receive tax benefits and lifetime incomes through several types of tax-favored plans. Your accountant, tax planner or financial planner 

can be a help to you as you look to make a donation of this kind.  

Planned giving takes many forms and is tailored to meet the needs and goals of the donor. Each person's dreams make each gift 

unique and important. Martin Luther stated, "The heart of the giver makes the gift dear and precious."  

After prayerful consideration, supporting the Christ Our King Endowment Fund is one of the best ways you can ensure that our peo-

ple-directed ministries remain vibrant and filled with hope for future generations.  

If you have need of any information concerning Christ Our King's endowment fund, feel free to speak with one of the members of 

the Endowment Fund Committee: Dean Greb, Ed Kulczak, Mike Kusner, Sr., Jack Marchlewski, Tim Taylor and Debby Weirich. 

Bibliography: "Church Endowment Guide", Thrivent Financial/InFaith Community Foundation, R5-14 Edition, p. 42.  

ENDOWMENT FUND 

Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. 
“For I have given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to you.” (John 

13:15) We cannot give our lives for the salvation of the world, of course. Praise God – that job’s already done! 
 

But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow Jesus’ example of generous giving. 
And this is not merely an example alone. It’s also our Lord’s command. “The one who contributes, (let him give) in 
generosity.” (Rom. 12:8) 
 

So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to the Lord, we should strive to 
heed His command and follow the pattern He has established for us. Jesus did not give us leftovers. He gave His 
best. So we should not give leftovers either, but the first and best of what He has given us. Jesus did not give as an 
afterthought, but according to the plan of salvation God established from the foundation of the world. 
 

So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful plan to give generously, in proportion 
to the way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their ability – and even be-
yond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3) – we can and should give a generous portion of the income that God provides us to 
honor the Lord. 
 

So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion involved in our works of love 
and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudgingly. We should give freely and cheerfully because we want to 
out of thanksgiving. “Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says. (2 Cor. 9:7) There is no New Testament 
ceremonial law involved here. Rather, we are free to give as generously as our Savior has given for us. 
 

In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love for Him and for our neighbor. Genuine 
love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as Jesus showed us all.  It is love that sees our neighbor in need 
and gives generously to help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does what it says. If we truly love, 
we give generously. If we give without love, our giving is not truly following Jesus. 
 

Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the Lord and support His gospel 
ministry and other works of mercy. The people of Israel gave generously for the service of God’s gospel purposes, 
to construct and support the operation of the tabernacle. For that was the place where the Lord received the Old 
Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His people. So, they gave abundantly – 
so abundantly that they had to be told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5-6) 
 

In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work of bestowing His gifts of for-
giveness, life, and salvation in our congregations through the preaching and teaching of His Word, Baptism, and the 
Lord’s Supper. We should support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor and needy. 
 

Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with thankful hearts, rededicate ourselves 
to following Him in generosity. 

STEWARDSHIP BOARD 
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NOMINATIONS, ELECTIONS, 

AND VOTER’S MEETING  

LCMS President Matthew Harrison and Michigan District President David Maier have asked that congregations not 

issue calls during the pandemic so that all pastors can focus on caring for their current congregations.  Our committee 

agrees that this makes sense:  we desire a caring and compassionate "shepherd" pastor and we recognize that such a 

pastor would be very unlikely to consider a call away from their current congregation at this time. 

Over the past few months, the call committee has been meeting weekly and preparing to interview pastors.  We took a 

break in April and will be resuming our meetings in May.  We have selected three pastors who we would like to 

interview but we are holding off on scheduling interviews until a future date. 

We are greatly blessed as a congregation because Pastor Tom is willing to continue to serve at Christ Our King beyond 

October if we aren't able to call a new pastor before then.  

Women’s Book Club  

 

A complete list of upcoming books 

and meeting dates is posted in the 

Sunday school hallway and Narthex.  

 

May 18 Little Bee by Chris Cleave 

 Little Bee is the story of a 

refugee in London. It is a sad, 

but beautiful, dual narrative 

story about a Nigerian asylum-

seeker and a British magazine 

editor, who meet during the oil 

conflict in the Niger Delta, and 

are re-united in England several 

years later.  

 

June 29 When Crickets Cry by Charles 

Martin  

 A man with a painful past. A 

child with a doubtful future. And 

a shared journey toward healing 

for both their hearts.  

At the April Church Council meeting we discussed a variety of subjects: 

nominations, election of officers and the voter’s meeting. 

1. The voter’s meeting, originally scheduled for June 7, will be pushed back 

to June 21 but even that is a best guess date. 

2. Depending on whether we are able to meet in June the current officers 

have agreed to continue on with their ministries and duties until new 

officers can be elected. Thanks to them for doing that. Having said that, 

the Board of Elders will continue to work on the nomination process. We 

need to elect the following board chair positions for a two year term: 

Properties, Communications, Evangelism, and Youth. If you are 

interested in  serving in any of the positions or would like more 

information please contact Larry Swisher at 734-665-0529 or Pastor Tom 

at 734-429-9200. 

3. Next year’s budget is currently being worked on and as you might 

imagine includes many unknown variables due to Covid 19 and staffing. 

We thank God for the work of the Church Council as they continue on 

with ministry in these difficult days. 

Pastor Tom 

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

We have gone virtual this year: praying for each other 

through the month of May — we hope you will 

participate! Members, whom we have a physical address 

for, will be receiving a postcard with randomly chosen 

names. We ask, as often as you think of it, to say a prayer 

for the names on the card. A suggested prayer is also 

included in the card.  Thank you. 


