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Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

“Be Determined” 

 

What can “top” the story of Easter? For fifty days, the Church has exalted in the glory of the resurrection of Jesus, shouting, “The 

Lord is risen” and “He is risen indeed.” “This is the feast of victory” we’ve said and sung. But our risen Lord has told us there is 

more—there is something greater. Today, on the great fiftieth day of our celebration, the Lord poured out in a dramatic way the 

Holy Spirit. Not as if the Spirit has been absent until now, for wherever faith is, there is the evidence of the working of God the 

Holy Spirit. Not a different helper, but the one true triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—is poured out into the world. We 

hear the mighty acts of God in our own language to this day. We heard God the Father say at our Lord’s transfiguration, “Listen 

to Him.” Today our attention is diverted from the Holy Spirit as He means to tell us, “It is all about Jesus!” 

 

During this pandemic incredible things are happening in the church and through His people As you well know, I am not a 

technology or computer expert. I am envious of those who are. As much as I sometimes detest computers it is as one writer said, 

“Technology can be a friend . . . It can make life easier, cleaner, and longer.” Think of the positives of this technology that have 

allowed the church to truly be a “Pentecost church” and reach millions upon millions around the world with the Gospel these 

last 12 weeks. The experts tell us that 27 million more people have heard the Gospel via the internet than before this pandemic. 

I personally have received thanks as far away as Las Vegas and Australia. 

 

Technology, however, can never take your place entirely. Wherever you go, whatever you do, whenever you speak, you are a 

powerful witness for or against Christ. When we realize this then Pentecost will not only be a record in the book of Acts for us, 

but will also be a blessed force in our lives. Should we not today, out of loving gratitude to our Savior, speak of our Savior, Jesus 

Christ . Today we say hooray for the coming of the Holy Spirit! Hooray that He brings us to faith and keeps us in the faith by 

making known to us Jesus through the Word and Sacraments! 

 

Be determined to know only Jesus Christ, and Him crucified, 

Pastor Tom 

 

Christ Our 
King 

2020 June Newsletter  
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The annual voter’s meeting will  
tentatively take place on  

Sunday, June 21, 2020 at 11:00 a.m.  
 

The purpose of this meeting is to review and 
vote on our Plan of Work, Budget for 2020-2021 
and the election of officers. A list of the 
leadership positions that are to be voted on. 
Please contact Pastor Tom if you are interested 
in serving in any of the positions listed. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL VOTERS’S MEETING  

Current Council Officers 

President:  

Steve Frederick 

Vice President:  

Chris Chapin 

Financial Secretary:  

Scott Stanfill 

Treasurer:  

Steve Schneider 

Council Secretary:  

Haley Buckmaster 

Current Board Chairs 

Properties:  

Rich Lynch 

Communications:  

Dave Wingert 

Christian Education:  

Deanna Lynch 

Elders:  

Larry Swisher 

Evangelism:  

Dave Norton 

Fellowship:  

Mary Rose Kulczak 

Stewardship:  

Richard Johnson 

Youth: open 

Thank you to 
Scott Stanfill, 
our Financial 

Secretary, and 
Steve Schneider, 

our Treasurer, 
for putting the 

financial  
information and 

update 
together for us. 

 President —  Steve Frederick (re-elect for 2 year term) 
 Treasurer—Steve Schneider (re-elect for 2 year term) 
 Church Properties — Rich Lynch (re-elect for 2 year term) 
 Communications — Open (two year term) 
 Evangelism — Scott McClelland (two year term) 
 Youth — Open (two year term) 
 Elders: Larry Swisher, Steve Olson, Jon White (re-elect for 2 

year term) 
 Vice President — Chris Chapin was appointed — a 

congregational vote is needed to affirm, this term ends in 2021 

Dear congregation, You may be wondering about the financial status of the church. Our expenses are at or 
below budget in most categories and should be through our fiscal year end of June 30th. The revenues are 
down and we will likely end the year with a net loss. 
With that said, I can tell you that while the income has been lower than normal due to recent developments 
we are still financially healthy with strong bank balance.  
Steve Schneider, Treasurer 

2 



3 

During the May 12, 2020 

meeting the Endowment Fund 

Committee discussed and 

approved a grant application for Christian Mundorf. Christian is currently a Master of 

Divinity student at the Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

Christian’s $7,500 grant approval is a renewal of the grant he received for his first year 

of seminary. The grant funds Christian receives are delivered directly to the office of 

the cashier into Christian’s account to pay for room, board and other fees. Christian 

writes that his seminary experience has been and continues to be a challenging and 

rewarding experience and that God has blessed him so that he may attend seminary 

and that he could not be happier doing anything else. Christian is thankful for the scholarship that he 

receives and that the funds help him to attend seminary with one less worry. Since Christ Our King’s 

Endowment Fund was established in June of 2010, $87,430.60 in grants have been awarded.  
 

The Endowment Fund Committee would like to thank the members of Christ Our King and friends of our 

congregation for their support of the endowment fund. As Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 8, as Christians we 

know that the "grace of giving" on the part of believers is more than matched by the self-giving “grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” Our call is to "give" to help bring the "Good News" to others. If you desire to support the 

mission of preaching the Gospel so that others may partake of God's peace and salvation, one of your 

options is to donate to Christ Our King's Endowment Fund. Endowment Fund envelopes are contained 

within your boxes of weekly offering envelopes, they are bordered in the color yellow.  
 

If you have any questions concerning the Christ Our King Endowment Fund, please feel free to contact one 

of the members of the Endowment Fund Committee: Dean Greb, Ed Kulczak, Mike Kusner, Sr., Jack 

Marchlewski, Tim Taylor or Debby Weirich.  

ENDOWMENT FUND 

It’s been another tough month! Who knows when things will 

change again. We keep hearing that there is a “New Normal,” not 

anything close to what we have become accustomed to. Our 

world is changing in front of our eyes. We are being told that these changes will continue for months and months, 

until there is another “New Normal.” Yet, one thing has not changed. The QUILT Ministry is still cutting, sewing, 

and tying quilts every week. The difference is, we are doing all these things in our own homes and not meeting 

together in fellowship. Sure, we miss that joyful time of gathering together, but we are committed to “getting the 

job done!” We are completely “on schedule” with our goal of 20 quilts per month. The QUILT Ministry has not 

changed. What has changed is the way we do things. Our hands are still busy doing God’s work. Before you know 

it, the need for warmth and comfort will surface again and we will be ready! Porch pick-ups and drop offs are now 

the norm . . . and yes, we gladly still accept donations of fabric via porch delivery as well. We have no idea when 

we will meet together again, but in the meantime, God’s work continues to happen . . . and we thank Him for 

making it possible. We also thank all of you for pitching in and living in the “New Normal,” That’s what we do! 

QUILTER’S CORNER 

Women’s Book Club  

Watch for the next list of books. 

June 29 When Crickets Cry by Charles Martin  

 A man with a painful past. A child with a doubtful future. 

And a shared journey toward healing for both their hearts.  
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A NOTE FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

As we finish up this church year at the end of June, I reflect over the past year. Our church council & church has 

dealt with a variety of things. We had a task force help review some of our business practices and procedures to 

point out where and how we could improve. There was a HUGH amount of time and knowledge shared to help. 

There were many families and others helped during the holidays with gifts and donations given either thru the 

Christmas Tree Giving or gifts given thru the church. We had many activities, some old, some new, but ALL good. 

The Advent Café was a new event that made a big impact. Kids Coalition Against Hunger was a HUGH success in 

every way, collecting the funds, the church involvement, the outreach of involvement, the packing of over 30,000 

meals in record time. The “Prayer Buddies” were another great introduction. We began searching for our new 

pastor. We have learned to have “Zoom” meetings in ways we never knew before. Our Church services and 

children’s message have been viewed at home by members and by others across the country. 
 

There are some bumps in the road that we had along the way too. Dawn Rupe answered God’s Call to another 

church and that leaves a void that will be a challenge to fill. And the corona virus has made an impact on our world 

for a long time to come. We are still learning from this pandemic. These things were not planned or expected. 
 

We will soon be starting another church year. One with a lot of challenge and uncertainty. We are still seeking some 

people to fill leadership roles on the council. We are working out how to have “public”, in person, get-togethers in 

the future. We want everyone to feel safe and stay healthy in all that is done. We are searching for the right person 

or persons for our youth and children. We will need volunteers to help with the children and youth now and when 

we find leaders for this ministry. We are seeking God’s choice to be our next pastor. 
 

God has blessed Christ Our King in so many ways. There are so many things that happened that I did not list above 

because there are too many to list. A lot that I am not aware of, and a lot was done anonymously. I am thankful for 

a church that volunteers and steps up to “join Jesus on His mission” and gives generously to those in need or gives 

to ministries so that Jesus can be shared that others may come to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior. I am so 

blessed to serve and work with two great pastors and a Church Council of tremendous servants that work hard to 

do the ministries that we feel God is leading us to do. I am honored to serve with them all. Thank you for allowing 

me to serve, honor and give glory to God with you at Christ Our King. 
 

Despite all the uncertainty, we have certainties. God has promised US that “He will be with us always”. “He will 

walk with us through the valley of the shadow of death”, so that means He will be with us in the roughest of times. 

He tells us to “Fear NOT, for I am YOUR God.” And he tells us that “He will supply all of our needs”. And HE knows 

our needs better than we do. We can stand on His Word, we can stand on His promises. God is in control here. 
 

Please join with us in prayer. Lift up our needs and concerns as we work to plan and do ministry in Jesus name. And 

praise Him and give thanks for the victory that we will enjoy with Him. I invite YOU to share and take part in the 

ministry here at Christ Our King in any and every way that you feel God is leading you to do. You are part of the 

Body of Christ here at Christ Our King, a piece of the puzzle. There are many things to do to serve God at Christ Our 

King. Feel free to reach out and share how you feel led to serve or ask anyone on staff or on the Church Council for 

suggestions where there might be a place to help. You need to know it is right and okay if God directs you to stay 

home to be safe and healthy. There are things we can do from our homes too. Do what God directs you to do as we 

have public in person services and activities. If we pray and are obedient to what God calls us to do, then we will be 

okay and God will be walking along with us, doing His will. Trust Him and act on His direction in your life and in 

YOUR ministry with Him. 
 

We can look forward to a GREAT NEW YEAR with JESUS! “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) Please join us 

and bring a friend along. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, Steve 
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Christ Our King Weekly Zoom Bible Studies 
 

The following studies are presently being offered.  If you are interested in participating in one (or more) of the 

studies, please contact the designated person so that you may be included in the study group and receive infor-

mation about joining the group. Be in God’s Word! 

 

Youth Bible Study 

Deanna Lynch is organizing a Youth Zoom Bible Study. Those who are interested in participating are asked to con-

tact Deanna Lynch at christianed@c-o-k.org in order to select a day and time to begin the study. 

 

Women’s Wednesday Morning Study:   9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 

This study group is using the book: The Mighty and the Mysterious which examines St. Paul’s letter to the Colos-

sians.  Books are not needed for the study, but several copies are still available at the church. Contact Gretchen 

Schneider at gretchen.5050@gmail.com in order to be included in the group. 

 

Tuesday Morning Men's Bible Study: 6:45-7:30 a.m . 

“Blessed Is the Man:  Psalms of Divine Wisdom.”  If you would like to join this study, please contact Mark Smith at 

mcs@umich.edu to be included in the group.  Instructions on how to obtain study materials and how to join the 

meeting will be emailed to you. 

 

The Gospel of Mark:  Wednesday Evenings, from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m.  

In order to be included in this study, please contact Mark Smith at mcs@umich.edu or Pastor Don at 

don.kirchhoff@hotmail.com   Bible study sheets and instructions on how to join the meeting will be emailed to 

you. We invite you to be in God's Word as we walk along with Jesus in His ministry. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2020 

Joshua Brannan Clay Curtis   Jonah DePriest  Grace Edwards 

Nathan Hill  Lucas Hill   Jocelyn Hobbs  Alex Isaacs 

Niels Linde  Quinn McClelland  Molly Wlotkowski  Ella Woehlke 

 

May your graduation be a blessing. And always remember the wisdom of God: “Whatever 

you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will 

receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.”  Colossians 3:23-24  

Currently the plan is to celebrate confirmation in October.  
Please keep the confirmands in your prayers.  

 
Clara Cherry  Jillian Eberhart  Tyler Fedototszkin  Miller Grambau 
Elias Hobbs  Evalyn Ledy   Ryan Lindemann  Christian Rettig 
Lucy Woehlke. 

CONFIRMATION DAY 
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The sin of the world is paid for. God’s Law has 

been kept perfectly on our behalf. The 

prophecies have all been fulfilled. Jesus Christ has finished it all! And that, dear Christians, should fill us with 

complete confidence in our salvation. Since Jesus has finished all these things in His self-sacrifice, we can be fully 

certain our sins are forgiven, and we have everlasting life! 

 

St. Paul wrote: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Rom. 12:1) 

 

We hear the same teaching in 1 Peter. “As you come to him, a living stone, rejected by men but in the sight of God 

chosen and precious, you yourselves, like living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 2:4-5) 

It’s the very thing Malachi foretold of the Lord, that He would come and purify His priestly people, that they may 

offer to Him an offering in righteousness. (Mal. 3:3) 

 

So, what does this mean? In view of God’s mercies – that is, because Jesus sacrificed Himself to make us pure, 

giving His entire self into death – Paul said that we are to sacrifice ourselves entirely to God, offering Him our whole 

lives. For our Savior did not give Himself for us in part. So, we do not give back to Him in part. 

 

We don’t offer ourselves to God just on Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings, for example. Rather, we give 

Him our whole selves, all the time. We understand that offering ourselves to God as living sacrifices involves the 

giving of our time. It requires us to be faithful stewards of the time He has given us. Yes, it means we devote to our 

Savior all our time. Otherwise we are not sacrificing our whole lives. 

 

You see, God both teaches us, and has graciously qualified us, to present ourselves to Him as living sacrifices – to 

live as His holy priests, who offer Him acceptable sacrifices through Jesus Christ, all day, every day, in our various 

callings. 

 

In the passages from Romans and 1 Peter, we hear several examples of Christian self-sacrifice: serving, teaching, 

encouraging, giving, leading, showing mercy, living peaceably with others, submitting to governing authorities and 

those over us in the workplace, wives submitting to husbands, husbands honoring wives, showing compassion, and 

suffering patiently in doing good. 

 

In all these things, and in all our other everyday activities, we sacrifice ourselves by using our time, not just for our 

own benefit, but also and especially for the well-being of others. Work time, school time, exercise time, study time, 

mealtime, chore time, recreation and relaxation time, even sleep time – it’s all God’s gift to us to use for purposes 

that please and honor Him. 

 

This challenges us to think about the way we spend our time, how we utilize our talents, and the way we spend our 

treasures. Whatever it is I’m doing, am I doing it “for the Lord”? (Col. 3:23) Am I presenting God a living sacrifice? 

Am I conducting myself as a holy priest, whose sacrifice is acceptable to God? 

 

Because our Lord sacrificed Himself wholly for us, we offer ourselves wholly to Him as living sacrifices. This is 

following Jesus in self-sacrifice. By His saving mercy, yes, our sacrifice is acceptable to God. For the sake of Jesus’ 

finished work, God is pleased with us. 

STEWARDSHIP BOARD 
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The synod and Michigan District have encouraged us to continue our call process.  After reviewing our call list, our 

committee has determined that we need more candidates so we have requested a new call list from the Michigan 

District.  We will retain for future consideration one of the pastors whom we interviewed in May. 

 

We are asking all of you again to please consider completing a form to nominate an excellent pastor that you’d like 

the Michigan District to consider adding to our call list.  You can pick up a blank form from the box by the front door 

outside church or print a copy from your home computer by clicking on the link found in the weekly e-mail update 

sent out on Monday afternoon.  If you’d prefer, you can contact Dean Greb by telephone (734-944-0713) and he will 

fill the form out with information you provide.  Nominations are due to the church office by Monday, June 8 at noon. 

 

If you have any questions or comments, please reach out to me or other call committee members. 

 

Please continue to pray for the call committee and for our future pastor. 

 

Thank you!  

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Support your community and favorite small businesses 
by lifting them up in prayer during the Prayer Walk.  As 
you walk or drive thru your town on June 13th, pray for 
the owner personally and for the success of their 
business. Pray for the employees and people who 
frequent these businesses.  Pray that the re-opening of 
your community goes well.  Prayer changes things!     

 UPCOMING EVENTS 

Young at Heart Bible study 
For those 50+ 

Will meet for Bible study  
with Pastor Tom 

on Thursday, June 11 and 25  
at 11:00 a.m. 

The Congregational Voters Meeting 
is tentatively set for  

Sunday, June 21 at 11:00 a.m. 
Items on the agenda: Plan of Work, Budget 
for 2020-2021 and the election of officers. 

Details listed on page 2. 
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