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“ C r e e p i n g  U n c e r t a i n t i e s ”  

 

As much as I like warm weather and summer, this is the time of the year when things 

just seem to come out of the woodwork. How do all those bugs get into the house 

anyway? The other night I found one of those stink bugs hanging out in my bed. I never 

heard of or saw a stink bug until a few years ago. If you’re like me you get into the bed 

after taking care of one bug and then you can’t get to sleep because you wonder how 

many more are creeping around. 

 

Creeping uncertainty is an apt description for the times in which we are now living. 

Creeping uncertainly can really get to you, after a while it makes you paranoid. I think a 

lot of people have this feeling with the pandemic and the constant unrest in our nation 

to the point we are conditioned to ask, “What’s next?” 

 

As a boy I was intimidated by my grandfather. He was gruff and  used to bossing people 

around. I learned many things from him both good and not so good. Sadly, around him 

I developed a lot of fears and uncertainties. My confidence level often ran on empty. 

Creeping uncertainties was the story of my life for many years and these creeping 

uncertainties even impacted my relationship with God. I know and believed in God and 

in my Savior Jesus Christ, but for a long time I was uncertain of forgiveness and 

salvation. Thank God I came to know that I am forgiven and saved by Jesus. What a 

wonderful blessing. 

 

But as life goes on something else can happen. Too many times we can also think we 

know all we need to know about Jesus. We can rattle off that He died for us and rose 

again. We know He forgives us and loves us. We know Jesus well, don’t we? But just 

maybe we find ourselves taking Him for granted. 
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Additional Note  
From  

Pastor Tom  
 

 Worship is still 
offered online each 
week along with 
Mrs. TK’s Children’s 
message. 

 
 Worship can also be 

arranged for those 
desiring to meet 
with me one on one. 
Call me! (429 -9200) 

 
 Worship is still being 

held each week with 
proper caution. We 
have approximately 
50 people at each 
service.  

 
SERVICE TIMES/DATES  
 Saturday at 9:00 a.m.  
 Sunday at 8:15 and 

10:00 a.m.  
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It’s been a strange summer. Things that we normally do are shut down. People are worried about the upcoming 

football season. I’m more concerned about our children's schooling and education. As a pastor I’m also concerned 

about worship, Sunday school, Bible classes, and Christian fellowship. I know things will continue to be different for 

a vey long time. I can’t foresee regular Sunday school classes this fall but maybe something good will come from 

that. Deanna Lynch and I and others are already making plans to teach parents the lessons so that you can teach 

them to your children. It is my prayer that our families will become even stronger in their faith through this difficult 

situation. More than anything else, I want all of us to use this time to grow in our faith, in our certainty of 

forgiveness and eternal life. Let’s not allow creeping uncertainties to take root and let’s not take our faith in Jesus 

for granted. 
 

Be certain of your salvation,  

Pastor Thomas L. Schroeder 

Current Council Officers 

President:  

Steve Frederick 

Vice President:  

Chris Chapin 

Financial Secretary:  

Scott Stanfill 

Treasurer:  

Steve Schneider 

Council Secretary:  

Haley Buckmaster 

Current Board Chairs 

Properties:  

Rich Lynch 

Communications:  

Open 

Christian Education:  

Deanna Lynch 

Elders:  

Larry Swisher 

Evangelism:  

Scott McClelland 

Fellowship:  

Mary Rose Kulczak 

Stewardship:  

Richard Johnson 

Youth:  

Open 

Thank you to Scott Stanfill, our Financial Secretary,  
for putting the financial information and update together for us. 

Average Weekly Contributions by Month in Dollars per Week 



3 

On behalf of the Church Council I would like to thank the congregation for your help and participation in the Voter’s 

Meeting process.  We know this is a unique time with unique circumstances.  Thank you for taking time to keep 

informed, asking questions, sharing the news, participating, encouraging, and voting.  Your Church Council has, and 

will continue to, serve and work hard to help bring forth ministry and fellowship opportunities for us all to share in and 

be able to spread the love of Jesus to our world.  I am so glad to serve with such faithful and dedicated servants. 

 

Have you felt challenged about how to serve and what to do through this COVID19 time?  Have things felt weird for 

you?  I have felt challenged and weird with it all.  A question popped into my head, . . . I wonder how the disciples felt 

when Jesus was put on the cross and He had been put in the tomb.  How did they deal with their world changing?   

 

I am so thankful for our church, the Body of Christ, at Christ Our King.  Time and time again we find ways to be “Jesus” 

to others who are hurting or in need.  We find time or the means to help or encourage others.  Thank you for being the 

living examples of what Christ needs us to be in this world.  Thank you for following God’s direction as He leads us in 

opportunities to serve and do His ministry. 

 

Christ Our King is in a time of transition.  A defining moment for us and our future.  The decisions we make will be 

important for our future.  Last fall we completed a survey as we prepare for a new pastor.  We shared a lot about our 

congregation and the ministries that we feel we as a church have done and need to be doing.  We shared about 

reaching out to our community and sharing Jesus.  It is important to us that we reach out to minister to families, to 

children and youth.   

 

Our church Council needs leadership for Youth ministries and for Communications.  These areas of ministries are 

important.  There is a team of people who will help each of these people as they lead in these areas.  God is preparing 

someone for these positions, it may be YOU!  Do you feel God nudging you to do something?   Maybe just to be on a 

team, maybe to lead.   Will you answer His call for you? 

 

Our Church Council leaders have committees and sub-committees of people who serve in ways they can.  Some in 

small and some in large ways.  All are important.  Please consider serving with one of these areas: 

 

Youth                                  Stewardship                  Properties                             Evangelism 

Communication                Fellowship                     Christian Education  Finances 

 

There is a lot to do this next year.  God is calling our church to do ministry in His name.  God is calling us to serve in this 

pandemic time, but it was strange time for the disciples too after Jesus had been put to death.  Their world too looked 

so different.  And we need help to do what God is calling us to complete.  Please pray for God’s direction in where and 

how to serve.  Then I ask you to follow what God is leading you to do.  You will be amazed at what He can do with a 

“willing vessel” (that would be YOU). 

 

Reach out to Pastor Tom, Larry Swisher, or Steve Frederick.  We will help you find the place God is calling you to 

serve.  Listen to your heart and follow the path that God has open for you.  There is no better place to be than where 

God calls you.  Trust Him and keep your eyes on Him who call you to do His ministry. 

 

Your Congregation President & Brother in Christ, 

Steve Frederick 

THOUGHTS FROM YOUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 



4 

LWML Michigan District held their 38th Biennial Convention 

virtually on July 11, 2020. Participants were excited to celebrate 

the theme, “See and Rejoice!” Based on John 20:20b: Then the 

disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  Several Mites in 

Action speakers, including Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner, Apple of His Eye Ministry; Lynn Corker, 

Women of the Pearl Ministry; Rev. Christian Jones, Franklin Avenue Mission, along with 

several others. Thirteen “Young Women Representatives” were welcomed to the 

convention.  The business of the district included the adoption of the 2020-2022 Mission 

Goal, the selection of 14 mission grants totaling $335,000 for this single district, and the 

election of officers, including Marybeth Heikkinen of Frankenmuth, Michigan, as their new 

president, and Rev. Richard E. Robinson of Westland, Michigan, as their new pastoral 

counselor. 

 

This Month’s National Grant Recipient:  Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Grant #13 — 

Digital Media Development, Lutherans For Life — $30,000 

 

Life issues such as abortion, embryo experimentation, and assisted suicide affect millions of 

people. Digital media offers an opportunity to discuss these and other life issues with those 

who need to hear the message of the value of life and God’s love and grace for each one of 

us. For information on how Lutherans For Life is seeking to provide information, go to: 

www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grant-13.  Lutherans For Life digital media will use social 

networks such as YouTube, Facebook, iTunes, and Instagram to serve as a visual witness and allow Lutherans to 

engage people in virtual conversations regarding life issues.  

 

See the LWML bulletin board for additional information on LWML activities and local updates! 

Quilting Angels are all around us.  Some of them bring bags of really awesome fabric for the Christ Our King Quilt 

Ministry.  Others leave awesome bags of sheets.  Some of them sew tops together at home. Others cut squares 

and strips from fabric to be used in the quilt tops.  Still others gather up the completed quilts and take them home 

to tie 63 knots in each quilt, the final step.  All the while, the Quilt Ministry "keeps on keeping on".  We have not 

been able to meet together to tie knots and enjoy Christian fellowship for MONTHS.  It is looking like it will still be 

MONTHS before that can happen.  But the number of finished quilts has not changed.  We will be ready to make 

sure that those who need warmth and comfort in the cold months ahead will have their own special quilt, ready to 

snuggle under.  That's what Quilting Angels do . . . and it has not stopped or even slowed down during this 

pandemic.  THANK YOU, to all of you Quilting Angels out there! 

QUILTER’S CORNER  

LWML Michigan District Holds Virtual Convention  
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THE ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE 

STEWARDSHIP BOARD 

Winston Churchill reportedly said, “we make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” 

According to Churchill then, our lives are defined less by what we have gotten and more by what we give away. 

 
Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for us. He became man for us. He taught the 
truth of God’s Word. He healed those with many and various diseases. He died the death that we deserve because 
of sin. He gave of Himself in order to save us from sin, death, and hell. So it is that by giving completely of Himself, 
He got us for Himself, making us citizens of His eternal kingdom by grace. 
 
As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than we do from simply getting. Giving softens our 
hearts and frees us from the worries of this world and making a living. For when we are singularly focused on 
making a living, we are singularly focused on what we get. 
 
That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives – our relationships with friends and family, with neighbors 
and coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts our focus from asking “How can I be a friend, family member, neighbor, 
and servant to others?” to “What have they done for me lately?” We become more selfish instead of selfless. 
 
But, when we give, we do not have less, and we do not become less. We have more and become more. Because 
when we give, we join in the bond of friendship and family, the bond of service to those around us out of love for 
them. And love is the fulfillment of the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, for God is Love. Thus, we are 
participating in the divine nature. As Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 

One of the chapters of Ray Vander Laan's Bible study entitled Walking With God In The Desert, 

discusses several trees found in the deserts of the Sinai Peninsula and the Judea Wilderness. One 

of these trees is the tamarisk tree, which may take decades or even hundreds of years to grow to 

maturity. The tamarisk tree is a welcomed sight to desert travelers since it offers refreshing 

shade and sitting under the tree is cooling. Genesis 21:33 (ESV) states that "Abraham planted a 

tamarisk tree in Beersheba and called there on the name of the Lord, the Everlasting God." By 

planting the tamarisk tree, Abraham was making a tremendous statement of faith in God, not 

unlike building an altar or setting up standing stones as a memorial to what God had done. Since 

tamarisk trees take so long to grow to maturity, Bedouins and Jews know that you don't plant a tamarisk tree for 

yourself, you plant it for generations to come. How much of what we do in life is done just for ourselves? Our 

profit? Our satisfaction? Do we do anything to bless the generations that will follow us? How often do we even 

think of taking a step of faith that will bear fruit, generations after we are gone? Please prayerfully consider 

making a charitable donation to Christ Our King's endowment fund. This is an example of an opportunity to do 

something that will ensure that our congregation's mission of outreach and ministry is carried forth into the 

future.  

 

If you have any questions concerning donating to Christ Our King's endowment fund, feel free to contact one of 

the members of the Endowment Fund Committee: Dean Greb, Ed Kulczak, Mike Kusner Sr., Jack Marchlewski, Tim 

Taylor, or Debby Weirich.  
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Parents and Grandparents of Sunday school children (pre school - high school), we are planning for fall Sunday 

school and we need your help. Please e-mail christianed@c-o-k.org with the names, age, classroom grade of 

your children, and e-mail address. Sunday school will be done at home. We need to order lessons and want to 

make sure we have enough materials. Please send this information by August 13th so we can get supplies 

ordered and delivered in time. We will put materials together for your family for a month at a time to pick up at 

the church and do at home, we have permission to put up each Concordia publishing lesson for 2 weeks, then 

we need to take them down. Lesson 1 will be available September 13 - 27, lesson 2 September 20 - October 4, 

etc.  Links will be sent through email. Sunday school will start on September 13. Questions can be sent to 

Deanna Lynch at the christianed@c-o-k.org e-mail. 

 

High School students: Are you interested in having a biweekly bible study this fall? If you are please e-mail 

christianed@c-o-k.org with your name and best day and time of the week that works for you. 

 

Thank you, Deanna Lynch, Christian Education Board Chair 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 
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CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 

Young at Heart Bible study For those 50+  
Join us on Thursday,  August 13 and 27 at 11:00 a.m.  

For a Bible study with Pastor Tom  
We will meet in the pavilion with masks and  
social distancing.  We have found that the  

pavilion is very well shaded and temperatures  
have been comfortable. 

Women’s Book Club  

Meets the last Monday each month at  7:00 p.m.  
Meeting location currently in the Pavilion however, this may change 

so watch the weekly e-mail for updates. 
 
August 31, 2020 book is Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes  
 Based on a true story set in Depression-era America, this is a 

portrait of five extraordinary women and their remarkable 
journey through the mountains of Kentucky to deliver books as 
part of Eleanor Roosevelt’s traveling library. 

 
September  28, 2020 book is Unshakeable Hope by Max Lucado 
 What is shaking in your world? Possibly your future, your faith, 

your family, or finances? It is a shaky world out there! 
Max Lucado offers encouraging guidance for overcoming 
sadness and despair, renewing a sense of purpose, and 
triumphantly facing the fears of the future. 

The Call Committee would like to update the congregation on where we’re at in the process.  We have reviewed and 

contacted the pastors from the most recent list provided by the District. From the pastors that are open to receive a 

call, we have prioritized our list and begun interviewing candidates.  Once we complete the initial round of interviews, 

the Committee will re-evaluate who will be brought in for a second interview.  Please continue to pray for the 

committee, our church and pastors, and the pastors that we are interviewing. 

Lyrics for the song “BE” by Al Denson.  Al 
Denson said at a concert that this song has 
become his prayer for his life.  And after 
getting to know the song and the lyrics, I 
feel the same, I pray this for my life as well. 
--Steve Frederick 
 

“BE”  by Al Denson 
 

Be here in my eyes 
So others may see 
The beauty and presence of Your love 
In one who was blind but now believes 
 
Be here in my heart 
Flow through my blood 
Strengthen my soul and wash me clean 
A living example of what Your grace has 
done 
 
I will walk beside You 
I give You my life 
And when others seek to find You 
May I be a light that shines 
 
Be here in my hands 
Give me Your touch 
Use me to comfort and to build 
Shelter for those who need Your love 
 
Breathe words to my lips 
So I may speak 
Echo Your truth and living words 
Lord, make me all I can be 
 
I will walk beside You 
Jesus, I give You my life 
And when others seek to find You 
May I be the light that shines 
 
Be here in my heart 
Flow through my blood 
Strengthen my soul and wash me clean 
Lord, make me all that I can be 
Lord, please make me all that I can be 
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THE THREE TREES 

Once upon a mountain top, three little trees stood and dreamed of what they wanted to become when they grew up. 
The first little tree looked up at the stars and said: " I want to hold treasure. I want to be covered with gold and filled 
with precious stones. I'll be the most beautiful treasure chest in the world!" The second little tree looked out at the 
small stream trickling by on it's way to the ocean. " I want to be traveling mighty waters and carrying powerful kings. I'll 
be the strongest ship in the world! The third little tree looked down into the valley below where busy men and women 
worked in a busy town. I don't want to leave the mountain top at all. I want to grow so tall that when people stop to 
look at me they'll raise their eyes to heaven and think of God. I will be the tallest tree in the world. 
 
Years, passed. The rain came, the sun shone and the little trees grew tall. One day three wood cutters climbed the 
mountain. The first wood cutter looked at the first tree and said, "This tree is beautiful. It is perfect for me." With a 
swoop of his shining ax, the first tree fell. "Now I shall make a beautiful chest, I shall hold wonderful treasure!" the first 
tree said. 
 
The second wood cutter looked at the second tree and said, "This tree is strong. It's perfect for me." With a swoop of 
his shining ax, the second tree fell. "Now I shall sail mighty waters!" thought the second tree. " I shall be a strong ship 
for mighty kings!" 
 
The third tree felt her heart sink when the last wood cutter looked her way. She stood straight and tall and pointed 
bravely to heaven. But the wood cutter never even looked up. "Any kind of tree will do for me." He muttered. With a 
swoop of his shining ax, the third tree fell. 
 
The first tree rejoiced when the wood cutter brought her to a carpenter's shop. But the carpenter fashioned the tree 
into a feed box for animals. The once beautiful tree was not covered with gold, or treasure. She was coated with saw 
dust and filled with hay for hungry farm animals. The second tree smiled when the wood cutter took her to a shipyard, 
but no mighty sailing ship was made that day. Instead the once strong tree was hammered and awed into a simple 
fishing boat. She was too small and too weak to sail to an ocean, or even a river, instead she was taken to a little lake. 
The third tree was confused when the wood cutter cut her into strong beams and left her in a lumberyard. "What 
happened?" The once tall tree wondered. " All I ever wanted was to stay on the mountain top and point to God” 
 
Many days and nights passed. The three trees nearly forgot their dreams. But one night, golden starlight poured over 
the first tree as a young woman placed her newborn baby in the feed box. "I wish I could make a cradle for him." Her 
husband whispered. The mother squeezed his hand and smiled as the starlight shone on the smooth and sturdy wood. 
"This manger is beautiful." She said. And suddenly the first tree knew he was holding the greatest treasure in the 
world. 
 
One evening a tired traveler and his friends crowded into the old fishing boat. The traveler fell asleep as the second 
tree quietly sailed out into the lake. Soon a thundering and a thrashing storm arose. The little tree shuddered. She 
knew she did not have the strength to carry so many passengers safely through the wind and the rain. The tired man 
awoke. He stood up, stretched out his hand, and said, "Peace." The storm stopped as quickly as it had begun. And 
suddenly the second tree knew she was carrying the king of heaven and earth. 
 
One Friday morning, the third tree was startled when her beams were yanked from the forgotten wood pile. She 
flinched as she was carried through an angry jeering crowd. She shuddered when soldiers nailed a man's hand to her. 
She felt ugly and harsh and cruel. But on Sunday morning, when the sun rose and the earth trembled with joy beneath 
her, the third tree knew that God's love had changed everything. It had made the third tree strong. And every time 
people thought of the third tree, they would think of God. That was better than being the tallest tree in the world. 
 
The next time you feel down because you didn't get what you wanted, sit tight and be happy because God is thinking 
of something better to give you. 
Source Unknown 


