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Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

“Ever Becoming a Functioning  

Member of Christ’s Body” 
 

These words serve as the theme for our Plan of Work and our budget for 2020-2021. They 

stress that each of us are an important part of Christ’s Body and His work in reaching a world 

lost in sin. As I read the Scriptures I find that Jesus employs human resources; for example, He 

could have fed the 5,0000 without the advice or help from His disciples or anyone else.  We 

know that His disciples, like us, often mess things up. Yet Jesus did not leave them out of it, He 

taught them and He worked with them. They gave Him the loaves and the fish and He in turn 

gave the loaves and fish to them for distribution to the crowd. I can only imagine how they felt 

to be a part of the distribution. On many other occasions Jesus used the time, talents, and 

treasures of His followers. 
 

That is also the way it should work in His church today. Jesus has united us so closely to Himself 

that He is our head and we are members. He works with us and through us. Today there exists 

great needs not just for the things of life but for the need to spread His Word. Each of us has a 

vial role to play. As a functioning member of Christ’s body we need to recognize the Lord as the 

good and gracious giver and ourselves as recipients and sharers of His blessings and bounties. 
 

Our sinful world on so many fronts is in great need. I encourage and challenge you to seek 

God’s direction. Ask and discern where God can use you and your gifts to be an ever 

functioning member of Christ’s church. 
 

In His service and yours, 

Pastor Tom 
 

P.S. Talk about a God thing, while I was writing this our Seminary student Chris Mundorf called 

me and said, “Where can I help this summer?” Thanks Chris! 

Christ Our 
King 

JULY  2020 NEWSLETTER 

Independence  
Day! 

The patriotic holiday 

committee will be 

decorating the church 

property with lots of 

flags and, weather 

permitting, Bob 

Schrock’s  WW II jeeps. 
  

We hope this will raise 

people's spirits in this 

time of no parades or 

 fireworks, etc.  
 

We plan to set 

everything out on Friday 

afternoon and keep it up 

through Monday.  
 

Please drive by and enjoy 

the decorations.  
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CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE 

Current Council Officers 

President:  

Steve Frederick 

Vice President:  

Chris Chapin 

Financial Secretary:  

Scott Stanfill 

Treasurer:  

Steve Schneider 

Council Secretary:  

Haley Buckmaster 

Current Board Chairs 

Properties:  

Rich Lynch 

Communications:  

Open 

Christian Education:  

Deanna Lynch 

Elders:  

Larry Swisher 

Evangelism:  

Scott McClelland 

Fellowship:  

Mary Rose Kulczak 

Stewardship:  

Richard Johnson 

Youth:  

Open 

Thank you to Scott Stanfill, our Financial Secretary, for putting the financial  
information and update together for us. 

At the Congregational Voter’s meeting, that was held on Sunday, June 21, 2020, the 2020-2021 budget and the 

church council members who were up for election and re-election were approved. The board chair position for 

Communications and for Youth are currently still open. If you would be willing to serve or would like more 

information on either of these two positions please contact Pastor Tom. 
 

The Plan of Work and budget were e-mailed out prior to the meeting, however if you would like a copy please 

e-mail the church office at office@c-o-k.org to request one. These copies are too big to mail out but can be 

sent via e-mail or a copy can be picked up outside the church in the box by the front door.  
 

A BIG thank you to Dave Wingert, Board of Communications chair and Dave Norton, Board of Evangelism chair 

for their service.  Welcome to Scott McClelland our new Board of Evangelism chair. Thank you to all our Church 

Council members for their service to Christ Our King.  
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Summer is officially here. The warm weather of the season is also 

officially here. Scattered all around our community, there are 

many women in the QUILT MINISTRY who are busy cutting 

squares and strips, sewing tops, and tying knots in our quilts. We know that winter will come, and maybe 

something feeling a little more like “normal” will come with it. We will be ready for the time when our quilts will 

be needed, because we are preparing for that right now. Even though we have not met together since March, we 

have still managed to complete 80 quilts to share with others when the right time comes. For now, we will still be 

doing our work in our homes thus safely distancing from each other (*_*). No masks will be required either. (*_*) 

When will this end, we all ask? Until that time comes, please remember our group in your prayers, keep us in mind 

when you see embroidery floss, sheets or fabric at garage sales or when cleaning out your closets (porch drop off 

works well for this too (*_*), and, for those of you who are sewing for us, please keep on picking up kits and 

bringing back completed quilt tops. Our “stash” is getting low.  

QUILTER’S CORNER 

In one of Christ’s parables, the master wants everyone to come to the feast he has prepared. (Mark 14:23) Then the 

master told his servant: Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full. 

As God’s servants, we all have a similar task to spread the Good News, so that Heaven will be full. In today’s pandemic 

world there are millions of people who are really worried, really afraid, and really lost. This program addresses these 

issues as the greatest opportunity we have ever had to share the Good News. 

We are grasping this opportunity with an every member outreach called “Licensed to Save.” Like the master’s 

servants, we too are to go out on the roads and lanes – but driving not walking. We have had license plate frames 

made with four different two-line messages to share the Good News. Two encourage readers to go to our 

LetGodDrive website which encourages them to go to any church and includes a LCMS hot link. The other two 

encourage readers to come to Christ Our King. 

LOST? WORRIED? LETGODDRIVE.ORG LETGODDRIVE.ORG WORRIED? WORRIED? PRAY! C-O-K.ORG 

CHRISTOURKING.ORG 

Pick up a frame with your message preference outside the front entrance doors anytime. You can have one for every 

vehicle you own. The frames are free, like the salvation they promote. You remove your license plate, slide the frame 

down over it, and then put it back on your vehicle using only the top mounting screws. 

These messages plant seeds along every road we drive on, in every parking lot we use, and even sitting outside our 

homes. Statistically, such messages can be read 1,000 times in a year and the frames last for years. 

This outreach is supported by Pastor Tom, Pastor Don, our president, church council, and church lay leaders. 

The ‘road less traveled’ could become busy, if we all accept this opportunity. 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 
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“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus 
said, “You know the commandments.” And the 

ruler replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you 
have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” (Luke 18:18–22) 
 
As we listen to this, one question is raised in our minds: Is Jesus speaking to us also or only to the rich young ruler? 
In other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and give it to the poor? As good Lutherans, we answer: No! 
But why? Why should we not sell all that we have and distribute it to the poor? 
 
The simplest explanation is this: If we sold everything we have, our wife and our children would be neglected. In 
other words, to sell everything we have and give it to the poor would ignore, even abandon, those whom God has 
placed in our care. Our money, everything we have, is not to be used solely for the church. But that doesn’t mean it 
isn’t to be used for the purpose God intends. 
 
Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our neighbors. These 
stations are the church, the family, and society. We are members of all three of these by birth. 
 
 We are born into the church by water and the Word of God, and our duties to others in the church arise from 

either our birth into the church or the birth of others by Baptism into it. 
 We are born into a family, and our duties to others stem from either our birth into that family or the birth of 

others into our family. 
 Finally, we are born into society, which is simply a further extension of our birth into our family. The duties we 

have toward other members of society come from either our birth or the birth of others into the same society. 
 
All that we have and all that we are is to be pressed into service for the church, the family, and society. If we were 
to sell all we have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and our duties toward them would 
falter. 
 
So consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations. You pay taxes to support and help those 
in society. You provide food, clothing, and shelter for the members of your family. You save for college for your 
children. 
 
But the one station that is usually thought of last is the church. Since the needs of the family and society are more 
immediate, the church is often given what is left over. This is not how it should be. Rather, we are to give of our 
first fruits – the best from off the top – even as Abel gave the best of his flock. 
 
This requires forethought and intent. It means that you sit down and make a plan for what you will give from the 
beginning. It means sticking to it even when it seems there are other more immediate and pressing things. 
 
This is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time while giving is low due to high unemployment or 
restrictions on meeting in church to give. If we love God, his gifts of forgiveness given through the means of grace 
we receive at church and only at church, then we will support the church just as we love our country and our family. 
 
For all that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious and giving God. He spared no expense for us 
and our salvation. He gave up His Son into death so that our sins are forgiven, and we will live. What is more, He 
provides for all that we need for this body and life. And our lives in this world, among these three spheres of the 
church, the family, and society, are to mirror the generosity of the one who gave us life in all three by birth. 
 
Don’t let the church, your divine family, be ignored or even an afterthought. The church is nurturing you, bringing 
you up in salvation by Word and Sacrament for eternal life. 

STEWARDSHIP BOARD 
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CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 

Young at Heart Bible study 
For those 50+ will meet for Bible study in the Pavilion 

with Pastor Tom on Thursday, July 9 and 23 at 11:00 a.m. 

This past week the call committee received our new call list from the Michigan District office. There are nine pastors 
for the committee to consider. 
 

There is a binder in the church office with the names and information about each pastor. Please remember that the 
documents inside the binder contain confidential information and must remain at church. 
 

From the nine pastors the call committee members has chosen three pastors to interview over Zoom. Please pray 
for these pastors and that the interviews go well.  Thank you. 

 

Plug Into Prayer invites you to join us in the campaign through the month of 

July.  We also encourage you to 'sign up to attend' on the Facebook online 

event so you receive notifications each evening just before 9:00 p.m. 

  

Prayer Suggestion:  Gracious and Almighty God, we make our earnest prayer 

that You will keep our Nation in Your holy protection, that You will incline 

the hearts of citizens to cultivate a spirit of obedience to Your will.  Let our 

people entertain a brotherly affection and love for one another and for their 

fellow citizens of the United States of America at large.  May our leaders in 

our Country, State, locally and in our homes, seek your advice and 

guidance.  And finally, Lord, that You will most graciously be pleased to 

dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy and to be of humble mind.  Grant 

our prayers, we ask of You, through Jesus Christ Our Lord.  Amen. 

Every night at 9 PM take a minute 

or two to pray that our Nation 

returns to God, and that the 

Holy Spirit works in the hearts  

of our people.   

Women’s Book Club  
Meets the last Monday each month at  7:00 p.m.  

Meeting location currently in the Pavilion however, this may change so watch the weekly e-mail for updates. 
 

July 27, 2020 book is Little Bee by Chris Cleve  

 Little Bee is a story about refugees, cross-cultural relationships, and the enduring human spirit amidst horrific 

world events. It is a portrayal of a young girl’s survival amidst greater international conflicts. 

August 31, 2020 book is Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes  

 Based on a true story set in Depression-era America, this is a portrait of five extraordinary women and their 

remarkable journey through the mountains of Kentucky to deliver books as part of Eleanor Roosevelt’s 

traveling library  


