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 Christ has told you that you must suffer with him. 

I do here covenant with you, O Christ, to take my lot with you as it may 
fall. Through your grace I promise that neither life nor death shall part 
me from you.  

God has given holy laws as the rule of your life.  

I do here willingly put my neck under your yoke, to carry your burden. 
All your laws are holy, just, and good. I therefore take them as the rule 
for my words, thoughts, and actions, promising that I will strive to order 
my whole life according to your direction, and not allow myself to 
neglect anything I know to be my duty. 

The almighty God searches and knows your heart. 

O God, you know that I make this covenant with you today without 
guile or reservation. If any falsehood should be in it, guide me and help 
me to set it aright.  

And now, glory be to you, O God the Father, whom I from this day 
forward shall look upon as my God and Father.  

Glory be to you, O God the Son, who have loved me and washed me 
from my sins in your own blood, and now is my Savior and Redeemer.  

Glory by to you, O God the Holy Spirit, who by your almighty power 
have turned my heart from sin to God.  

O mighty God, the Lord Omnipotent, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you 
have now become my Covenant Friend. And I, through your infinite 
grace, have become your covenant servant. So be it. 

And let the covenant I have made on earth be ratified in heaven. 

Amen. 
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Third, claim God’s covenant personally. Rely upon God’s promise to give 
grace and strength, so you can keep your promise. Trust not your own 
strength and power. 

Fourth, resolve to be faithful. You have given to the Lord your hearts, you 
have opened your mouths to the Lord in praise and promise, and you have 
dedicated yourself to God. With God’s power, never go back. 

And last, be then prepared to renew your covenant with the Lord. With our 
hearts full of grace and wonder, and our wills bowed to the Divine will, let us 
pray: 

Gracious Lord, forgive me for breaking the covenant with you. You 
promised mercy if I turned to you with my whole heart, so speed your 
grace to my life even now.  

God requires that you shall put away all your idols. 

I here from the bottom of my heart renounce them all, covenanting with 
you that no known sin shall be allowed in my life. Against your will, I 
have turned my love toward the world. In your power I will watch all 
temptations that will lead me away from you. For my own righteousness 
is riddled with sin, unable to stand before you.  

Through Christ, God has offered to be your God again is you would let him.  

Before all heaven and earth, I here acknowledge you as my Lord and 
God. I take you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for my portion, and vow to 
give up myself, body and soul, as your servant, to serve you in holiness 
and righteousness all the days of my life. 

God has given the Lord Jesus Christ as the only way and means of coming 
to God.  

Jesus, I do here on bended knees accept Christ as the only new and 
living Way, and sincerely join myself in a covenant with him. O blessed 
Jesus, I come to you, hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, and naked, 
unworthy even to wash the feet of your servants. I do here, with all my 
power, accept you as my Lord and Head. I renounce my own worthiness, 
and vow that you are the Lord, my righteousness. I renounce my own 
wisdom, and take you for my only guide. I renounce my own will, and 
take your will as my law.  
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Opening Prayer: O God, forever above and beyond us, and yet nearer than 
the whisper of your name, we gather as witnesses to your promise that if we 
seek you with all our hearts, we will find you. Be among us this morning. 
Hear the confessions of our mouths and the yearnings of our hearts. Help us 
change the narrowness of our vision and the pettiness of our living. Make us 
new again with your holy grace. Grant us the maturity to accept your many 
gifts in humility and to use them with faithfulness. Grant to us your Spirit that 
our worship may have integrity and energy, ever witnessing to your holy 
presence in our lives. We praise and give thanks to you, Eternal Father; 
through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen 
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Scriptural Litany from Ecclesiastes 3 
L: For everything there is a season:  

C: And a time for every matter under heaven:  
L: A time to be born and a time to die.  

C: A time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted.  
L: A time to break down, and a time to build up.  

C: A time to weep and a time to laugh.  
L: A time to keep and a time to throw away.  

C: A time to be silent and a time to speak.  
L: A time to love and a time to hate.  

C: A time for war and a time for peace.  
L: God has made everything suitable for its time.  

C: God has put a sense of past and future into our minds. 
L: God has done this, so that all should stand in awe before him.  

C: All that God does endures forever.  
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a new covenant. This covenant will not be like the one I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand and led them out of the land of 
Egypt. They did not remain faithful to my covenant, so I turned my back on 
them. But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of Israel on 
that day: I will put my laws in their minds so they will understand them, and I 
will write them on their hearts so they will obey them. I will be their God, and 
they will be my people … And I will forgive their wrongdoings, and I will 
never again remember their sins.’” (Heb 8:6-12)   

Like the Hebrew people before us, we broke the covenant God made with 
us. And like them, it is good for us, from time to time, to renew our covenant 
with God. Today we meet as generations before us have met, at the 
beginning of a New Year, to renew the covenant that binds us to God.   

Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants. Give each day of the New Year 
to him, that you may count yourself among his disciples. Christ has many 
services to be done. Some are easy and bring honor to the worker. Others 
are more difficult and call for great humility. Some of the tasks Christ calls his 
disciples to do are suitable to our inclinations and interests. Others are 
contrary to both. In some instances, when we do the Lord’s work we please 
Christ and we bring happiness to our own lives. But there are other works 
that please Christ that demand self-denial. Thus, it is necessary for all 
disciples to consider what it means to be a servant of Jesus Christ.  

Christ will be the Savior of none but his servants. He is the source of all 
salvation to those who obey. Christ will have no servants except by consent; 
he will not accept anything except full consent to all that he requires. Christ 
will be all in all, or he will be nothing. To make this covenant a reality in your 
life, listen to these admonitions:  

First, in the days ahead, set apart time to be spent alone with the Lord. 
Discover God’s gracious acceptance of you. Carefully think through all the 
conditions of the covenant. Search your hearts whether you have already 
freely given your life to Christ. Consider what your sins are. Consider the 
laws of Christ, how holy, strict, and spiritual they are, and whether you, after 
having carefully considered them, are willing to choose them all. Be sure you 
are clear in these matters; see that you do not lie to God. 

Second, be serious and in a spirit of holy awe and reverence. 

Covenant Renewal Service: Brothers and sisters in Christ, the Christian 
life is redeemed from sin and consecrated to God. Through baptism 
and our faith in Christ, we have entered this new life and have been 
admitted into the new covenant of grace, of which Jesus Christ is the 
Mediator. He sealed this covenant with his own blood on the cross that 
this new covenant might last forever.  

A covenant is a contract between two agreeing parties. On the one 
side, God promises to give us new life in Christ, the Source and 
Perfecter of our faith. On the other side, we are pledged to live no 
longer only for ourselves but for Christ, who loved us and gave himself 
for us. 

In the Old Testament, God initiated a covenant with his people. 
Through their sin, the people broke the old covenant – but God, like a 
loving Father, waited patiently for his people to return to him with 
faithfulness and love.  

During King Josiah’s reign, a copy of the covenant was found and the 
people gathered to renew it. The record of this act is found in 2 Kings 
23:1-3. “Then the king summoned all the leaders of Judah and 
Jerusalem. And the king went up to the Temple of the LORD with all 
the people of Judah and Jerusalem, and the priests, and the prophets 
— all the people from the least to the greatest. There the king read to 
them the entire Book of the Covenant that had been found in the Lord’s 
Temple. The king took his place of authority beside the pillar and 
renewed the covenant in the Lord’s presence. He pledged to obey the 
LORD by keeping all his commands, regulations, and laws with all his 
heart and soul. In this way, he confirmed all the terms of the covenant 
that were written in the scroll, and all the people pledged themselves 
to the covenant.” 

Today, we are under the covenant of Christ, the covenant of grace. The 
book of Hebrews tells us about the new covenant: “Our High Priest has 
been given a ministry that is far superior to the ministry of those who 
serve under the old laws, for he is the one who guarantees for us a 
better covenant with God, based on better promises. If the first 
covenant had been faultless, there would have been no need for a 
second covenant to replace it. But God himself found fault with the old 
one when he said: ‘The day will come,’ says the Lord, ‘when I will make 


