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Greetings! We are all eager to return to 1217 
Forest Hills Road on Sunday mornings for worship. 
However, COVID 19 continues to get in our way. 
Bishop Bryan sent an email wherein he advised 
all churches to remain closed until at least May 13. 
However, last week I was in a video conference with 
him and he said that May 13 was a tentative date, 
and we would likely not open for public worship in 
South Georgia until Pentecost, which is May 31. 

This decision will be up to each congregation. 
A church of 25 in a county largely untouched by 
COVID 19 could open sooner than a church in Bibb 
or Dougherty County (Albany area) with over 300 

in worship. While the Great State of Georgia has 
opened bowling alleys and tattoo parlors, I’m not 
certain it is prudent to allow up to 500 people to 
gather in our church building. Personally, I would tell 
my kids they had to stay home, even if we opened!

We will continue to monitor the situation, seeking 
input from medical professionals. When we do 
open, leaders and staff will have developed a plan 
for how to keep people as safe as possible while 
worshiping together. We will share this information 
with you as it becomes available. 

Thanks for your patience in this trying time.

REOPENING FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP – BY BAXTER HURLEY

@ForestHillsMacon search Forest Hills Macon foresthillsmacon.com

https://www.facebook.com/foresthillsmacon/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEGpPjxNbbxzgwd9QOawDGw
http://foresthillsmacon.com
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The other day I received an envelope in the mail 
from my mother. She had been cleaning out closets 
and found some things she thought I might want. 
It was an odd assortment to be sure: recipes, some 
old art work, and a couple of photographs. One 
photo took me back to my seminary days. It was 
taken at the “Lobster Shanty” on spring break of 
1992. I looked at the image and those old friends 
came rushing back to me. Although the years 
changed us all, the beauty of each of those friends 
still shines out from their smiling faces. Each one 
still serves the United Methodist church and her 
people. Spurred on by the memories, I even found 
an old roommate on Facebook. We plan to talk on 
the phone later this week. In finding an old friend, I 
felt like I made a new friend too. 

Quarantine invites all of us to befriend 
circumstances that are different, uncomfortable 
and even undesirable. No one chooses this reality. 
Yet, this reality is quite real. To befriend this season 
in our lives as an individual, a family, a church, a 
community, a state, a country, and a world, we must 
welcome it to the table and embrace the sorrows 
and gifts that it brings. 

What might we befriend during this season of 
quarantine?

THE NECESSARY – so much that we think we need 
to buy or do in any given moment is unnecessary. 
Befriend the gift of simply being instead of striving, 
doing too much, or buying things online that in this 
time are unnecessary.

THE SILENCE – all of us are tuned in to the news to 
see what the numbers are today, what is happening 
around the world, what might be coming next. 
This is good to a degree. Yet too much is simply 
too much. To embrace time for silence each day is 
to embrace God. You will be surprised how much 
peace comes from sitting with the silence instead 
of avoiding it.

THE TRUTH – everyday of quarantine brings new 
responses and feelings on our part. Welcome them 
all! On some days I feel depressed and anxious. On 
other days I feel encouraged and assured. Being 
real about how we feel and offering it to Jesus who 
is the way, the TRUTH and the life is the only way we 
will get through this season. 

So while we can’t be with our friends at this time, 
you and I can befriend others and Christ in new 
ways and in so doing rely on our faith more deeply 
than we ever have before. Sing along with me in 
your minds….

What a friend we have in Jesus,  
all our sins and griefs to bear. 

What a privilege to carry  
everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit,  
O what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry  
everything to God in prayer.

So thankful for all of you dear friends, 
Teresa Edwards

MAKING FRIENDS DURING QUARANTINE
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FHKIDS
THIS MONTH

VBS & Pre-K Camp 
Current plans are still on 
hold and dates are to be 

determined. 

For the safety and wellbeing of our church, Kids Ministry activities in May are still 
suspended indefinitely. Until we can be together again, you can stay connected 
with Kids Ministry on our facebook page, church website and via email. 

FACEBOOK GROUP: We will have Surprise Drawings, Photo A Day, Live Videos 
and more! To find our group, search "Forest Hills Kids Ministry" and join!

CHURCH WEBSITE: we will upload our Bible Videos and Lessons 
for each week. You can also access activities to complete at home 
that reinforce the Bible stories. Here is the link to our media page  
http://foresthillsmacon.com/children/media

EMAIL: Mrs. Kelly & Mrs. Jessi are also writing a Parent Reflection each day to be 
emailed and posted on facebook with a word of encouragement for parents. If 
you would like to receive the Parent Reflections, please send your email address 
to jessitimmerman@foresthillsmacon.com and we will add you to the list.

KIDS MINISTRY VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHT
Our April Kids Ministry Volunteer Highlight is on Sherie Moses. Sherie recently 
moved to North Caroline to be closer to her daughter’s family and she will be 
greatly missed by our church family. Sherie served in Kids Church each month 
with both our Nursery/Pre-K and Elementary group for about 20 years! She 
has served an entire generation of families and children during her time at 
Forest Hills. Talk about commitment! Sherie has 3 adult children: Carole Ann, 
Ashley and David. She also has a grandbaby that she now lives closer to, what 
a blessing! Sherie is a woman of deep faith with a servant’s heart. Thank you for 
everything Sherie! We miss you!

We joyfully welcome 2 new babies into our church 
family! We thank God for these precious gifts, for 
healthy babies and mothers. Please lift these families 
up in prayer.

Baby Waylon Hinson, parents Sondra & Tyler Hinson, 
big brother Hank. Waylon was born April 2nd weighing 
7lbs, 7oz and measuring 20.5 inches long.

Baby Beau Holton, parents Mallory & JT Holton, big 
sister Amelia and big brother Cliff. Beau was born April 
7th weighing 8lbs, 4oz and measuring 21 inches long. 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Waylon Hinson Beau Holton

http://foresthillsmacon.com/children/media
mailto:%20jessitimmerman%40foresthillsmacon.com?subject=
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There is no other time like the present to be engaged 
in God’s word. For the month of May, consider reading 
the book of Psalms. Every emotion, experience and 
reality can be found there in it’s words. It was Jesus’ 
prayer book and is ours as well. 

There are many reading plans but here is one that I 
found on the website of Steve Thomason. Within the 
book of Psalms, there are five books of psalms. This 

plan allows you to read from each distinctive “book” 
daily. If you skip a day, don’t worry, just jump to the 
day of month in which you are reading. Each Psalm 
stands alone. 

May God speak to you, bless you and give you life as 
you spend time in His holy word.

Yours, Teresa

READING THE PSALMS IN 30 DAYS

	Day 1: Psalm 1, 31, 61, 91, 121
	Day 2: Psalm 2, 32, 62, 92, 122
	Day 3: Psalm 3, 33, 63, 93, 123
	Day 4: Psalm 4, 34, 64, 94, 124
	Day 5: Psalm 5, 35, 65, 95, 125
	Day 6: Psalm 6, 36, 66, 96, 126
	Day 7: Psalm 7, 37, 67, 97, 127
	Day 8: Psalm 8, 38, 68, 98, 128
	Day 9: Psalm 9, 39, 69, 99, 129
	Day 10: Psalm 10, 40, 70, 100, 130
	Day 11: Psalm 11, 41, 71, 101, 131
	Day 12: Psalm 12, 42, 72, 102, 132
	Day 13: Psalm 13, 43, 73, 103, 133
	Day 14: Psalm 14, 44, 74, 104, 134
	Day 15: Psalm 15, 45, 75, 105, 135

	Day 16: Psalm 16, 46, 76, 106, 136
	Day 17: Psalm 17, 47, 77, 107, 137
	Day 18: Psalm 18, 48, 78, 108, 138
	Day 19: Psalm 19, 49, 79, 109, 139
	Day 20: Psalm 20, 50, 80, 110, 140
	Day 21: Psalm 21, 51, 81, 111, 141
	Day 22: Psalm 22, 52, 82, 112, 142
	Day 23: Psalm 23, 53, 83, 113, 143
	Day 24: Psalm 24, 54, 84, 114, 144
	Day 25: Psalm 25, 55, 85, 115, 145
	Day 26: Psalm 26, 56, 86, 116, 146
	Day 27: Psalm 27, 57, 87, 117, 147
	Day 28: Psalm 28, 58, 88, 118, 148
	Day 29: Psalm 29, 59, 89, 119, 149
	Day 30: Psalm 30, 60, 90, 120, 150

We are still playing it safe for the month of 
May here at FHUMC, which will likely result in 
another month without regular youth activities. 
Everything the youth ministry had planned 
between now and the end of June has been 
cancelled or postponed. This includes most 
notably Senior Night (postponed to sometime 
in July, we hope), the Bahamas mission trip 
(postponed to June 2021), and summer camp 
(cancelled; we’ll do something as soon as we 

can, but it won’t be a camp). Until we know 
more about the timeline for the way things are 
right now, we’re kind of in a holding pattern. 
Fingers crossed all that we have planned for 
July sticks!

Every day we are one day closer to resuming 
meeting together once again. That is the 
thought that keeps me going!

A NOTE FROM MIKE:

NOTES:
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Back  pack
ministryby Brenda Lambert

I know all of our many Backpack volunteers are 
saddened that we did not get a chance to tell our 
children and schools goodbye. Our hearts are 
heavy thinking about the children and if they are 
hungry. We have been busy communicating with 
counselors and school principals to identify their 
need for backpack bags. 

 We have delivered 300 bags to Twiggs County 
schools, bags to Ballard and Weaver Middle schools 
and handed out bags at Skyview school to parents 
and children in cars. As you know, the school year 
will be ending May 1 and we are concerned about 
what will happen when buses quit delivering food 
to areas around Macon. I will be in touch with School 
Administration to see how Backpack can help.

Thank you to all our volunteers who shop, unload 
trailers, stock food, drive the van, pack bags of food 
and hand out bags to children at each school. We 
are so grateful for your commitment to the Ministry. 

 The picture is at Skyview elementary school on 
Fulton Mill Road where we handed out 160 bags of 
food to families. We are grateful to FPD faculty who 
volunteered to hand out the bags.

Continue to pray for our children and their families 
as they try to homeschool and provide for their 
families financially. Our prayers are with each family 
as they transition through this difficult time.

Forest Hills UMC receives many donations given in 
memory or in honor of loved ones. Acknowledgment 
of Forest Hills’ gratitude is sent to each person who 
makes a donation. A letter of recognition identifying 
who gave a donation is also sent to the person or the 
family of the person who was honored/remembered. 

Here is a list of all who have been honored and 
remembered through a donation to FHUMC this past 
month:

IN MEMORY OF:  
Louie Holmes, Pauline Morgan

Who is ready to be at Sanctuary Respite Ministry?! I 
know I am! Here is a moment of joy during this wild 
time from one of our friends at SRM. 

When the covid19 dust settles a bit more, we’ll 
choose a reopen date as well as clean up (aka: hug 
each other) day. Also, we will schedule another 
in-depth training at our main FHUMC campus. We’ll 
have a small refresher course for existing volunteers, 
too.

Stay tuned! Dates to be listed as soon as it is 
determined when it is safe for our friends’ return.

What a gift Sanctuary Respite Ministry is to us all!
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Charlotte & Asbury Stembridge, Sr., Dillon Lewis, Mae 
Jones, Beth Holland, Drexel Shelton, Joan Roe, Bill 
Hall, Linda Clark, Mary Irby, Nita Wrye, Catie Phillips, 
KC Caldwell (Karen Lebow granddaughter), Denise 
Andrews, Mike Attison, Denise Sorkness, Wesley 
Priest, Carol Canady, Madeline Monroe, Kinleigh 
Mullis, Sherry Fullman (Mellissa Smith’s sister), Ned 
& Sue DeJournett, the Collins Family, Kerry Lewis, 
Leland Teets, Melba Holmes and Family, Sam Stefano, 
the Roper family, Andy McKenzie, Mandy Holloway, 
Randall Herndon, those with Covid-19 and other 

PRAYER CONCERNS

FINANCIAL REPORT
Church, thank you for your continued faithful 
generosity during this unique time.

For the Month of March 2020: 
Monthly Budget .................................... $88,458.33
March Revenue ....................................  $87,212.97
March Expenses ...................................  $71,002.29
Year to Date for 2020:
YTD Revenues as of 3/31/20 ..............$257,775.14
YTD Expenses as of 3/31/20 .............$273,379.42
YTD Surplus/(Deficit) ......................... ($15,604.28)

ONLINE ACTIVITIES
“Greetings Forest Hills Family! Those of you on our 
email list have been hearing a lot from me lately, from 
all of our church staff. However, we recognize some 
of you have not been able to participate in our online 
church activities and worship for whatever reason. If 
this is you, please call the church office (478-477-1161) 
and leave a message for me at extension 108. You 
can also leave a message for any of the church staff 
(extensions listed on the back page). All messages 
go to our email, which we check throughout the day. 
Here’s some of what has been happening:

• Every Sunday we broadcast our 9:45 and 11:00am 
worship services on:

•  Every day a member of our staff has been sending 
out a Daily Spiritual check-in with links in an email 
(also available on the aforementioned websites)

@ForestHillsMacon  

search Forest Hills Macon 

foresthillsmacon.com

illnesses, our health care providers and support 
personnel, our first responders, families who’ve lost 
loved ones during this pandemic, those facing job 
loss, those with financial concerns, our National, State 
and Local Leaders.
Those serving in the military: Payton Smith 
(Army), Matt Parrish (Army), Chris Allen, Sgt. Daniel 
Brennan, Sgt, Jeffrey Dyson, Justin Layman, Matthew 
Nylund, 1st Lt. Jamie Peacock, Kelley Sanders, SSgt. 
Stephanie Wammock, Bryan Caldon (Navy), Hunter 
Curl (Air Force), and Jacob Parrish (Army).
Please update request through church office if request 
needs to remain for the next month’s newsletter.

•  As you can see from elsewhere in our newsletter, 
our Childrens and Youth Ministers have been 
keeping our young people connected. 

•  Each Wednesday at Noon, Rev. Teresa Edwards has 
been hosting a ZOOM Bible Study. You can join 
by phone or computer. Call Teresa for the phone 
number or connection site and access code.

•  We have Upper Rooms available in a mailbox 
outside of the canopy entrance on the back of the 
post to the left.

If you need help connecting to any of this, please call us 
and let us know. All services are archived on all sites if 
you miss the live broadcast. If you would be interested 
in a conference call to the worship service, call and let 
me know that, as well and we will see if we can make 
that happen. We may also be able to make and send 
audio CDs of our previous Worship Services and Daily 
Spiritual Check-Ins. Call to order one. If you have any 
special needs or prayer requests, please reach out to 
us. We know this time of isolation has been rough for 
a lot of people. We are holding you in our prayers 
and are here if you need us. We’re in this together!  
– God bless you, Tammy

ONLINE: www.foresthillsmacon.com  
(click on the “Give” tab in the top right corner) 

CHECKS: Mail to our church address: 
1217 Forest Hill Road • Macon, GA 31210 

(We have a new locking mailbox for security measures)

https://www.facebook.com/foresthillsmacon/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEGpPjxNbbxzgwd9QOawDGw
http://foresthillsmacon.com
http://foresthillsmacon.com/give
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MISSIONS OFFERING
Macon Outreach at Mulberry is the focus of 
our May Missions offerings. Things have been 
severely disrupted but the need is even greater 
now. Hopefully things will soon return to a safer 
and saner state. Many of you Forest Hills folks are 
familiar with this organization. You may work at 
the Downtown Kitchen cooking or serving and 
hugging the homeless and hungry. You may bring 
peanut butter or grits or pork and beans to church 
to go to the Emergency Grocery Pantry. You may 
take your used clothing down to them for their 
Clothes Closet. Since 1971 Macon Outreach has 
been ‘Making a Difference on the Streets of Macon’. 
Their largest asset is the Downtown Kitchen where 
they prepare and serve over 1,500 hot, balanced 

meals every week. Meals are prepared and served 
daily Monday thru Friday for lunch or breakfast by 
their part-time staff and community volunteers. 
Macon Outreach also responds to struggling 
families in the Bibb County area through the 
Emergency Grocery Pantry. From the Outreach 
Clothes Closet, guests receive clean, reliable 
clothes and shoes. They welcome your volunteer 
time and donations of food, clothing, shoes, and 
Bibles. Macon Outreach is a great place to serve! 
Please join them either by calling 478-743-8026 
or emailing rfrischkorn@mulberrymethodist.org 
or rharris@mulberrymethodist.org. Donate by 
dropping a check to church with ‘Macon Outreach’ 
or Missions on the tag line or online to Missions 
Offering. The need is NOW! Thank you for giving 
in so many ways!

Good news! Great Joy! 
The church (all who 
follow Jesus, all around 
the world!) is rising up 
to share the gospel with 
all who are realizing 
their need of Him during 
these times of crisis. 

As you know, Operation Christmas Child is only one 
part of the ministry of Samaritan’s Purse, started in 
1970 (Happy 50th Anniversary, Samaritan’s Purse!) 
by Bob Pierce, the American missionary who had 
begun World Vision 20 years earlier. Bob Pierce 
is best remembered by the words he wrote in 
the front of his Bible after visiting South Korean 
orphans: “Let my heart be broken with the things 
that break the heart of God.” All the ministries of 
Samaritan’s Purse—setting up hospitals in Italy 
and New York City to help during this pandemic; 
responding to recent tornadoes in Nashville, 
Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia; reaching out to 
children through Operation Christmas Child; and 

so many more efforts—reflect God’s love through 
His broken heart to a world that is suffering the 
“labor pains” that herald Jesus’ return. Rise up, 
church! This is not the time to withdraw in fear, but 
for each of us to do as the Holy Spirit leads to share 
God’s hope and love through faith! 
To that end, if your finances have not taken a hit 
during this time, let me encourage you to support 
Samaritan’s Purse, or volunteer with them, or fill 
shoeboxes even if you have never done that before. 
I have 10 good plastic boxes and sunglasses that 
you can use in boxes (call me for porch delivery). 
Most items to fill your boxes can be ordered online 
or you can just diligently save your money for the 
time when we will be able to shop again. Bandanas 
are very useful as social distancing masks (as well 
as 101 other uses), so please include one or several 
in your boxes. Above all, pray, pray, pray for all 
the kids and families worldwide whose hearts are 
being softened to hear the gospel through OCC.
Lynn McMullen, 320-0496

Please continue to keep 
Macon Outreach in your 
prayers this month as we 
continue to navigate our 

way through the pandemic.

WAYS TO 
Keep Faith Alive

Let it go - whatever keeps you  
from God today - let it go.

http://maconoutreach.com
mailto:rfrischkorn%40mulberrymethodist.org?subject=
mailto:rharris%40mulberrymethodist.org?subject=


STAFF
To contact our staff during this time, please 
contact the church office (478-477-1161) and 
leave a message at their extension (listed 
below). The messages go to their email and  
they will get back to you promptly.

Baxter Hurley, Pastor , ext. 107 
baxterhurley@foresthillsmacon.com
Teresa Edwards, Adult Discipleship, ext. 105 
teresaedwards@foresthillsmacon.com
Jeremy Wilson, Family Pastor, ext. 102 
jeremywilson@foresthillsmacon.com 
Mike Adkins, Youth Director, ext. 106 
michaeladkins@foresthillsmacon.com
Kelly Miller, Children’s Director, ext. 104 
kellymiller@foresthillsmacon.com
Jessi Timmerman, Children’s Director, ext. 103 
jessitimmerman@foresthillsmacon.com 
Luke Roberson, Traditional Music Director
Brant Snow, Organist 
Doss Edwards, 8:30 Worship Leader
Tammy Humphries, Executive Pastor, ext. 108 
tammyhumphries@foresthillsmacon.com
Nahcole Crist, Financial Secretary, ext. 101 
nahcolecrist@foresthillsmacon.com
Sondra Hinson, Receptionist/Hostess, ext. 100 
sondrahinson@foresthillsmacon.com
Leigh Hinton, Sanctuary Respite Ministry, Director 
leighhinton@foresthillsmacon.com • 478-259-3627

The Bookers 
Amazima Ministries

Sam Joh nson 
My Vision for Refugees

MISSIONARIES

1 Jill Thompson 
Tim Sanderson

2 Will Saxton
4 Ron Haynes
5 Amanda Morgan 

Chynna Murphy
6 Shirley Smith 

Brian Utley 
Karen Smith

7 Hannah Jones 
Jay Collins 
Kelly Miller

8 Kristen Oetter 
Sigourney Ricks

9 Sara Johnson 
Hank Hinson 
Sophie Morgan

10 Daryl Sherwood 
Susannah Hilliard 
Julia Murphy

11 Julie Tyson
12 Vicki Jenkins
13 Allie Martinek 

Margie Carter 
Bryan McMullen 
Allison Jones

14 Ann Adkisson 
Bret Welch 
Catherine Aplin

15 Sandra Cox 
Richard Jones 
Tyler Hinson

16 Randy Rowland 
Asbury Stembridge 
Abigail Carr 
Candi Nobles-James

17 Sunny Redmond 
Laura Heacox 
Bert Seay

18 Christopher Nylund 
Pete Peterman

20 Martha Autry 
Ryan Frischkorn 
Nell Walters 
Shawn Heacox

22 Kathy Richardson
23 Christie Meriwether
24 Terry Sanders 

Polly Hood 
Carol Clarke

26 Cliff Donald
28 Joyce Mosely
28 Ginny Dailey
31 Rennata Wilson

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP
Join our LiveStream worship on 
Sundays at 9:45 or 11:00 A.M.

SUNDAY SERVICES
If you would like to include information  

in our next newsletter, your  
information must be submitted by the  

second Wednesday of the month.  
You may email Stephanie Davis  

with your announcement at  
stephdavisdesigns@gmail.com.
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