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What a strange ride we’ve been on these past two months. 
Who would have guessed that church buildings across 
the United States would be closed for Easter? And yet, we 
have found new ways of remaining in ministry and growing 
in Christ.

Great news! According to the most recent information 
we have, we are projecting that we will return to 
in-person worship on June 21. 

I’m grateful that President Trump put churches in the 
category of essential businesses and at the heart of 
America’s return to normalcy. While many congregations 
are opening earlier, we have decided to wait until June 21. 
This honors our governor’s request for vulnerable persons 
to continue sheltering at home and our Bishop’s request 
that we not open for in-person worship until this date. 

We are a family at Forest Hills and when we open our doors, 
we want to ensure that our entire family and community is 
welcome. If you are vulnerable or nervous about returning 
to in-person worship, we encourage you to continue to 
worship with us through our live-streaming options. 

Those who return to in-person worship will notice many 
differences. The following plans for our Second Phase 
of reopening (we are in Phase One now) are the best we 
have at the moment but will be revised as necessary. Phase 
Three will relax some of these changes, and Phase Four will 
see a return to full operation.

8:30 A.M. Blended: service in Sanctuary 

9:45 A.M. Contemporary: in Ministry Center with overflow 
seating simulcast in Sanctuary

11:00 A.M. Traditional: in Sanctuary with overflow seating 
simulcast in Ministry Center

• Each service will have special seating arrangements 
allowing for the six-foot social distancing 

• We will suspend greeting time and ask folks to maintain 
a six-foot distance from those not in their immediate 
family

• Air conditioning will run before and after people are 
present in the room, but will be turned off during 
worship to limit airflow

• We are encouraging everyone to wear masks

• We will remain seated through the service

• The furniture has been removed from the hallways to 
limit social grouping

• Hymnals and pew Bibles have been removed

• As boisterous singing has been shown to spread this 
virus, choir will resume at a later date

• Resumption of Sunday School will be part of a later 
phase. You are welcome to make offsite or Zoom 
options for your class at this time.

• We will not have children’s church or nursery. Children 
will need to remain with parents, as the children’s 
classrooms are closed.

• We will open the doors 15 minutes before the service 
begins and ask folks to return to their cars after the 
service ends so that our team can prepare the worship 
space for the next service

• We plan to keep the services to 45 minutes to allow 
time to wipe down surfaces and clean bathrooms 
between services 

I hope you can see that while we are excited to regather 
in our building for our Sunday morning services, we are 
taking precautions to ensure the safety of those who attend. 
Please continue to pray for our church as we make the slow 
transition back to “normal.” I look forward to seeing you 
soon! – Baxter Hurley

REOPENING FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP

@ForestHillsMacon search Forest Hills Macon foresthillsmacon.com

https://www.facebook.com/foresthillsmacon/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEGpPjxNbbxzgwd9QOawDGw
http://foresthillsmacon.com
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There’s one thing that’s not limited or restricted 
during this pandemic season. That one thing is the 
greatest thing, which is LOVE. On a Saturday in May, a 
very small group gathered wearing masks and gloves 
prepared to offer the gift of love to those who come 
to Daybreak Shelter seeking assistance with food and 
other necessary services. Our Zoom Bible study group 
donated food items which were then safely packed 
into Snack Sacks for Daybreak while social distancing 
I might add. Seventy Snack Sacks were prepared in 
addition to a donation of additional food, backpacks 
and cleaning supplies.

In such a time as this, you and I yearn to do something 
for someone else in need. While we can’t end 
homelessness and food poverty in our community, 
we can ease it for a day and that’s one less day that 

someone goes to bed hungry. Thanks to all of the 
members of our Zoom Bible study who supported this 
“small thing” with 
your “great 
love for Christ 
and others.” I 
look forward to 
all the “small 
things” we will do 
together in the 
future because 
of Christ’s “great 
love!”

Yours, Teresa

As our staff has been working and planning for 
reopening on June 21 (barring no significant 
changes from the Bishop and the Governor), it is 
clear to us that we will need a volunteer team to 
help us make this work in a safe and excellent way. 
So you can read my mind and know what I am about 
to say: WE NEED REOPENING VOLUNTEERS! Our 
traditional teams of ushers and greeters will be on 
hold until we are further down the road and back to 
regular worship without restrictions 

Reopening volunteers will greet, usher people to 
their seats, sanitize and clean between services, and 
assist those in attendance with this new way of life 
at FHUMC during Phase Two. You will wear a mask 
and even get a special t-shirt. We estimate needing 
around 15 people each Sunday to make sure that 

everything is ready for worship throughout Phase 
Two (public worship only). 

A special training for reopening team volunteers 
will be held on Sunday, June 14 at 2pm. At this 
time, we will review the process and what all of us 
will be doing to welcome FHUMC members upon 
our return. If you are feeling led to volunteer to 
help us REOPEN at FHUMC, you can volunteer by 
contacting Teresa Edwards: call at 478-477-1161, 
ext.105. or email at teresaloveedwards@gmail.
com. You can also sign up at our website: www.
foresthillsmacon.com. Let us know your tshirt size.

We look forward to being back together soon, and 
hearing from you if you want to help make that 
happen as a part of our Reopening Team.

REOPENING TEAM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Not all of us can do great things. But we can do 
small things with great love. - Mother Teresa

DOING SMALL THINGS WITH GREAT LOVE
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FHKIDS
THIS MONTH

KIDS MINISTRY VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHT
Our May Volunteer Highlight is on Susie Green. Susie has been serving in Kids 
Ministry for several years in our baby classroom. Susie is married to Chip and they 
have 2 adult children, Ashton and Jimmy. Susie and Chip have been members at 
Forest Hills since 1984! They attend the 8:30am worship service. Susie is great 
with our babies. She is a calming, peaceful presence in the nursery. She loves 
to hold, rock and walk with the babies. The babies love her too! Susie loves the 
Lord, she is faithful and serves with a happy heart. We are thankful to partner in 
ministry with Susie. Thank you Susie, we love you!

Church worship services will begin on June 21. These services are family 
friendly and we encourage families to worship together. Throughout 
the Summer, we will not have Kids Church or Nursery. We do have areas 
available for parents to take your baby if your baby needs to be changed. 
Kids Ministry activities in the church building will restart when school restarts. 
In the meantime, we are still planning Drive Thru events, Virtual Bingo 
Nights and drop by visits to families. Thank you for your understanding 
and flexibility as we reopen church activities in phases. 

KIDS MINISTRY REOPENING PLAN

VIRTUAL BINGO NIGHT
FRIDAY, JUNE 5 // 7:00 PM
Join us on Facebook Live for Bingo Night! Let us know the week of the 
event if you want to play, We'll email you the 
Bingo card. Then we will call out the 
numbers on Facebook Live on Friday, 
June 5, starting at 7pm. The game is 
black-out which means you have to have 
your whole card full before calling Bingo! 
The winner gets a gift card! It's a blast! 
You don't want to miss it!

DRIVE THRU 
SNOW CONES
FRIDAY, JUNE 12 // 3:00-5:00 PM
We'll be giving out snow cones in the church parking 
lot. You can drive up to the Canopy Entrance to 
get your snow cones. You don't even have to get 
out of your car AND you get to see church friends!  
Win - Win! We'll see you there!

KIDS CHURCH 
ONLINE
Kids! Be sure to tune in 
Sunday mornings at 9am on 
our Kids Ministry Facebook 
Page! Each week, we will be 
posting the weekly episode 
of the So&So show, where 
you will get to watch our 
friends Brandon, Jon, and 
Kellen as they share the 
weekly Bible Story and help 
us find ways to apply it to our 
lives everyday. This video 
can be found on our Kids 
Ministry Facebook Page, 
and under the Kids section 
of our church website.



 4 June 2020www.foresthillsmacon.com

Even while I type these words, it still doesn't seem 
real that Lyle has gone on before us to be with our 
Lord. Yet that is both the hard (for us) and joyful (for 
Lyle) truth. Lyle dropped by the office all the time in 
his role as trustee chair and friend. How often did 
he stand in my office doorway as we talked about 
the events of life? So many times, and not enough 
times too. If I could share another conversation with 
him this side of heaven, I might say something like 
this.........

Lyle,

Your friendship made my life brighter and my 
faith stronger. 

Your willingness to drop everything to respond 
to a need in someone's life or the life of the 
church was unparalleled. 

You always offered a hand, shared from your 
ample supply of tools, and showed up to help 
do the job, too.

You knew and valued God's word in your daily 
life.

You cooked a mean pot of spaghetti sauce and 
lots of other delisciousness, too.

You shared your faith and your gifts in the 
Emmaus and Kairos communities.

You laughed big and enjoyed life.

You shot straight at the shooting range with 
friends and family.

You said what you thought.

You knew the blessings of friendships shared 
with brothers in Christ.

You dedicated your life to being the best 
husband and father you could be.

You loved, protected, and cherished your family.

You spoiled your pets.

You got frustrated at the prospect of putting up 
all the church Christmas decorations just like I 
did.

You added to every group you were part of in 
our church and community.

You took time when it was inconvenient.

You gave it all to God again and again.

Thank you, Lyle. 

Then even though you are not supposed to in the 
midst of pandemic, I would give him a big hug 
because sometimes the words just fall short. He'd 
probably smile and walk away, right into the arms 
of Jesus. 

"Until we meet, til we meet,
til we meet at Jesus feet,
til we meet, til we meet,

God be with you till we meet again."

June is, unfortunately, a pretty blank slate for our 
youth ministry. Sunday morning worship is slated 
to resume on June 21st, but, with that being 
Father’s Day, youth will begin a week later. We will 
resume regular youth meetings on Sunday, June 

28th, barring any unforeseen and unavoidable 
extensions to the stay at home order. As time draws 
near, we will be communicating about how we will 
go about “meeting together responsibly”.

A NOTE FROM MIKE:

REFLECTING ON THE LIFE OF OUR FRIEND 
LYLE BROOKS
by Teresa Edwards
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Back  pack
ministryby Brenda Lambert

Even though school has been “virtual,” Backpack 
Ministry has been busy providing food for hungry 
children. In May we sent 1,465 bags of food with 
30 child friendly items to students at Northeast high 
school, Twiggs County Schools and Jones County 
Schools. Bibb County School System is providing 
summer meals at numerous sites throughout the 
county to serve our students during the summer 
months. 

I have been in contact with the school system to 
offer our services whenever needed. Please be in 
prayer for our Ministry as we know there will be 
changes that will need to occur in the upcoming 
school year. Many of our church volunteers are 

“high risk” and we may have to adjust our present 
procedures. We know this Ministry belongs to God, 
and His hand is in every facet of our Ministry. Please 
be in prayer for the upcoming months as schools, 
teachers, administrators, and students prepare for 
changes that are coming. 

We ended the school year in March with 1,908 
children in 24 schools in Bibb, Monroe and Twiggs 
counties. A huge THANK YOU to all our volunteers 
for your commitment to Backpack and the hours 
you have spent volunteering. God Bless and stay 
safe.

Forest Hills UMC receives many donations given in 
memory or in honor of loved ones. Acknowledgment 
of Forest Hills’ gratitude is sent to each person who 
makes a donation. A letter of recognition identifying 
who gave a donation is also sent to the person or the 

family of the person who was honored/remembered. 
Here is a list of all who have been honored and 
remembered through a donation to FHUMC this past 
month:

IN MEMORY OF: Pauline Morgan, Willie Rice, Lyle Brooks

Sanctuary Respite Ministry is 
social distancing and making 
plans to reopen our special place. 
Announcement very soon.

Hooray for 
a new day!

THANKS
a big
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Charlotte & Asbury Stembridge, Sr., Dillon Lewis, Mae 
Jones, Beth Holland, Drexel Shelton, Joan Roe, Bill 
Hall, Linda Clark, Mary Irby, Nita Wrye, Catie Phillips, 
KC Caldwell (Karen Lebow granddaughter), Denise 
Andrews, Mike Attison, Denise Sorkness, Wesley 
Priest, Carol Canady, Madeline Monroe, Kinleigh 
Mullis, Sherry Fullman (Melissa Smith’s sister), Ned 
& Sue DeJournett, the Collins Family, Kerry Lewis, 
Leland Teets, Melba Holmes and Family, the Roper 
Family, Andy McKenzie, Mandy Holloway, Randall 
Herndon, the Brooks Family, those with Covid-19 and 

PRAYER CONCERNS

FINANCIAL REPORT
For the Month of April 2020: 
Monthly Budget .................................... $88,458.33
April Revenue .......................................  $66,016.94
April Expenses .....................................  $57,775.60
Year to Date for 2020:
YTD Revenues as of 4/30/20 ..............$317,211.58
YTD Expenses as of 4/30/20 .............$307,013.84
YTD Surplus/(Deficit) ............................$10,197.74

ONLINE ACTIVITIES
Greetings Forest Hills Family! We hope you are 
benefiting from our online worship services and Daily 
Spiritual Check-Ins. We recognize some of you have 
not been able to participate in our online church 
activities and worship for whatever reason. If this is 
you, please call the church office (478-477-1161) and 
leave a message for me at extension 108. You can also 
leave a message for any of the church staff (extensions 
listed on the back page). All messages go to our email, 
which we check throughout the day. Here are some of 
what has been happening:

• Every Sunday we broadcast our 9:45 and 11:00am 
worship services on: 

• Every day a member of our staff has been sending 
out a Daily Spiritual check-in with links in an email 
(also available on the aforementioned websites)

@ForestHillsMacon  

search Forest Hills Macon 

foresthillsmacon.com

other illnesses, our health care providers and support 
personnel, our first responders, families who’ve lost 
loved ones during this pandemic, those facing job 
loss, those with financial concerns, our National, State 
and Local Leaders.

Those serving in the military: Payton Smith 
(Army), Matt Parrish (Army), Chris Allen, Sgt. Daniel 
Brennan, Sgt, Jeffrey Dyson, Justin Layman, Matthew 
Nylund, 1st Lt. Jamie Peacock, Kelley Sanders, SSgt. 
Stephanie Wammock, Bryan Caldon (Navy), Hunter 
Curl (Air Force), and Jacob Parrish (Army).

Please update request through church office if request 
needs to remain for the next month’s newsletter.

• As you can see from elsewhere in our newsletter, our 
Childrens and Youth Ministers have been keeping 
our young people connected.

• Each Wednesday at Noon, Rev. Teresa Edwards has 
been hosting a ZOOM Bible Study. You can join by 
phone or computer. Although suspended for now, 
these will resume in July.

• We have Upper Rooms available at the church for 
your daily devotional reading. Contact the church 
office if you would like one.

If you need help connecting to any of this, please call 
us and let us know. All services are archived on all 
sites if you miss the live broadcast. We may also be 
able to make and send audio CDs of our previous 
Worship Services and Daily Spiritual Check-Ins. Call 
to order one. If you have any special needs or prayer 
requests, please reach out to us. We know this time of 
isolation has been rough for a lot of people. We are 
holding you in our prayers and are here if you need 
us. We’re in this together!  

- Tammy Humphries

Ridge Campus and Sanctuary Respite Ministry:
April Revenue .........................................  $6,885.00
April Expenses .......................................  $6,528.64
Year to Date for 2020:
YTD Revenues as of 4/30/20 ................$14,781.00
YTD Expenses as of 4/30/20 ...............$32,678.86
YTD Surplus/(Deficit) ......................... ($17,897.86)

https://www.facebook.com/foresthillsmacon/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEGpPjxNbbxzgwd9QOawDGw
http://foresthillsmacon.com


 7 June 2020www.foresthillsmacon.com

MISSIONS OFFERING
Our Missions Offering Focus for the month of 
June is the Daybreak Center. Daybreak is a day/
resource center serving adult individuals facing 
homelessness—whether on the street, in tents, or 
housing “insecure”. They offer individuals access to 
showers, telephones, computers, laundry services, 
a medical clinic, and case managers. On a normal 
basis the staff and volunteers there serve by giving 
them a hot morning meal, a safe place to relax 
during the day, and access to resources to help 
these individuals move from homelessness to a 
life of hope and dignity. Daybreak always needs 
volunteers and donations. In this newsletter you 
can read where the Zoom Bible Study donated 

snack bags and other items for the homeless. When 
things get back to normal on Monday through 
Friday you will be able give your time or call to 
donate supplies. You can help with laundry, give 
the clients much appreciated conversation, serve 
meals or coffee. They are located at 174 Walnut St. 
and Sister Theresa Sullivan is the director. Daybreak 
also has a thrift shop, Wear, located at 464 1st St. 
You can find some wonderful clothing items in the 
store or even shop online. The profits there go to 
support the Daybreak Center and medical clinic. 
If you want more information about any of these 
opportunities, call Daybreak at 478-216-9119 or 
talk to Teresa Edwards, Associate Pastor at Forest 
Hills. Donations can be made by designate the 
Missions offering in church or online. 

One of the reasons 
that I love Operation 
Christmas Child is that 
in packing shoeboxes, 
I am reminded that 
my Heavenly Father 
knows all about me, 
the resources I have 
and that I don’t have, 

and that He can lead me in selecting gifts for 
someone I don’t even know. (Giving gifts is His 
business, after all—John 3:16; James 1:17; Luke 
11:13, for example). My extraordinary God lets 
ordinary, imperfect me be a part of the family 
business of giving—and that’s a miracle! It’s my 
very own miracle from God—knowing Him—not just 
once upon a time, but now, in my everyday life—
listening, following and sharing what He shows 
me to bless children around the world. I can be 
a part of “changing the world”—or at least the life 
possibilities for a few. 

For me, it’s kind of like gardening. I put small gifts 
in a box, like I put ordinary seeds or bulbs into 
the ground. I cover the box with my $9 shipping 
donation and prayer like I put dirt, maybe some 
plant food, and water on what is planted. Then, after 
a bit of time, miraculously, my little effort results in 
something much bigger and amazingly beautiful—
definitely more God’s work than mine! Check out 
the shoebox stories on the OCC website www.
samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/
shoebox-stories - or link up to their Facebook 
page to see some beautiful results—children who 
were not able to attend school until they received 
a shoebox with school supplies; children who were 
blessed to receive toothbrushes of their very own; 
children who filled every square inch of coloring 
books with colors they received as there was 
hardly any color in their world. Maybe you’ll be 
blessed as much as I have been to sow the seeds 
of God’s love through Operation Christmas Child. 
I’ve definitely received more than I have given! 

Please continue to keep Macon 
Outreach in your prayers this 

month as we continue to navigate 
our way through the pandemic.

WAYS TO Keep Faith Alive
Don’t be too hard on yourself when you  

mess up. It’s called Grace.

CONGRATULATIONS to our Executive Pastor, TAMMY HUMPHRIES, 
in receiving her Masters in Divinity with Honors from Asbury Theological Seminary.



STAFF
To contact our staff during this time, please 
contact the church office (478-477-1161) and 
leave a message at their extension (listed 
below). The messages go to their email and  
they will get back to you promptly.

Baxter Hurley, Pastor , ext. 107 
baxterhurley@foresthillsmacon.com

Teresa Edwards, Adult Discipleship, ext. 105 
teresaedwards@foresthillsmacon.com

Jeremy Wilson, Family Pastor, ext. 102 
jeremywilson@foresthillsmacon.com 

Mike Adkins, Youth Director, ext. 106 
michaeladkins@foresthillsmacon.com

Kelly Miller, Children’s Director, ext. 104 
kellymiller@foresthillsmacon.com

Jessi Timmerman, Children’s Director, ext. 103 
jessitimmerman@foresthillsmacon.com 

Luke Roberson, Traditional Music Director

Brant Snow, Organist 

Doss Edwards, 8:30 Worship Leader

Tammy Humphries, Executive Pastor, ext. 108 
tammyhumphries@foresthillsmacon.com

Nahcole Crist, Financial Secretary, ext. 101 
nahcolecrist@foresthillsmacon.com

Sondra Hinson, Receptionist/Hostess, ext. 100 
sondrahinson@foresthillsmacon.com

Leigh Hinton, Sanctuary Respite Ministry, Director 
leighhinton@foresthillsmacon.com • 478-259-3627

The Bookers 
Amazima Ministries

Sam Joh nson 
My Vision for Refugees

MISSIONARIES

1 Melba Holmes 

Annette Kinard

2 Billie Jones

3 Richard Ricks

4 Judy Peterman

5 Susie Dugas

6 Patti Jones 

Joe Middlebrooks 

Gerald Stuart 

Emma Darnell

7 Olivia Bentley 

Judy Whitley

8 Linda Brooks 

David Moses 

Evie Crumbliss 

George Monk

10 Helen Inman 

Robert Smith

12 Beckett Corum

13 Blake Darnell

14 Bonnie Herin 

Julie Dorminey

15 Amy Martin

16 Alissa Wilson

17 Linda Morgan 

Chuck Hammock

18 Jim Lambert 

Sheri Allen

19 Jean Wolff

21 Brandi Groebner

22 Lauren Craig

23 Mabel Roberts

24 Gloria Shumate 

John Dunaway

25 Jennifer Welch 

Betty Gentry 

Lucy Ricks

26 Don Heaton 

Corinne Edwards

27 Jeannie McKenzie 

Judy Kling

28 Jamie Wyche

30 Mason Carmical

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP
Join our LiveStream worship on 
Sundays at 9:45 or 11:00 A.M.

SUNDAY SERVICES
If you would like to include information  

in our next newsletter, your  
information must be submitted by the  

second Wednesday of the month.  
You may email Stephanie Davis  

with your announcement at  
stephdavisdesigns@gmail.com.
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