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 Hi everyone! I hope that this newsletter finds you well! It has been about a
month since I wrote to all of you, and what a fantastic month it has been. I was

able to be a part of so many wonderful projects and got to meet so many
awesome people. In the first week, Ella and I started teaching our computer

class at Grace Village, and we went upcountry to Mamorka. Week two was
quite relaxed compared to the rest of the month. Most of the week I just

worked on projects. Week three is where the normal routine exploded and was
replaced with something new. A crew from America came to help with a
multitude of jobs. Finally, week four was just as crazy as week three. A

separate crew from America came and we went with them upcountry for a
medical clinic. 

Overview



Week 1 and 2
As I've previously said, the first two weeks of this past
month were pretty laid back. We went upcountry to

Mamorka in the first week to attend a bible study. (Also
just to clarify upcountry is a term used a lot here to

refer to most of the places that we work in that do not
have access to most basic utilities like running water or
power.) Sowing Seeds is what we call the ministry that

we work with in Mamorka. It is run by Pastor Abdul and
Alice, an American ex-pat. Sowing Seeds works with the
close villages to convert the inhabitants to Christianity

and make deep and meaningful relationships. They
achieve this by showing films about Jesus, hosting bible
studies, planting churches, and many other community

outreach activities. 
The other big thing that happened in the first two

weeks of February was the start of our computer class.
We have six students and I love them all dearly.

Unfortunately, most people in Sierra Leone do not
know how to type or do other basic things with

computers like sending emails. Our computer class
works to try to fix that by teaching them to type, send

emails, and use basic computer programs. 

Week 3 
I did a lot of different jobs in week three. The crew

from America came to help wherever they could and I
got to join them. The group was broken up into a

construction crew, a compound crew, a Grace Village
crew, and a Bible Institute crew. For the first few days,
I worked on the construction crew. We worked at the
Tissana site all week. Tissana will eventually become

the new home to Grace Village and the Bible Institute.
While on the construction crew, I helped make the
concrete foundation for the generator room. After
day two, I had spent way too much time in the sun

and got very sick. I requested to switch to a different
crew on Wednesday to recover, so I went to the Bible

Institute. The Bible Institute is a program we run in
Waterloo that teaches local pastors deep concepts

about the Bible. On Thursday, I went to Grace Village
where I got to use my River of Life skills to paint the
inside of the church. Friday, we had a VBS at Grace
Village that Ella and I had been planning for weeks.

We had the kids rotate through five stations, and they
loved it. We had arts and crafts, face painting and

balloon animals, soccer, relay races, and a Bible story.



Ella

Thank you for reading, see you next
month! 

Week 4
This past week was one of the best that I have had
in a long time. On Monday, we went into town.  We
visited the Sierra Leone history museum as well as

the craft market. Tuesday we went upcountry to the
village where we hosted the medical safari. We met
up with the medical crew in Waterloo and drove to

the village in a convoy. Once we made it to the
village, the people there greeted us with a giant

parade. We met the village elders and chief and set
up our campsite. Wednesday we got to work. We

had a pretty simple system to effectively administer
care to the patients. They would check in and

describe their symptoms and were then directed to
the correct doctor. The doctor would further

diagnose their problem and send them to the
pharmacy with a prescription. Finally, they would
visit the pharmacy and receive their medicine. I

worked in the pharmacy and LOVED it. My main job
was to take their prescriptions, find the correct

medicines, and administer the prescribed dosages. I
loved the pharmacy so much, I spent over ten hours
each day working in it. By the end of my time there, I

knew the names and functions of most of the
medicines. On Friday, we finished taking care of the

last patients. We were able to help around 500
people in just two and a half days. 


