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UPCOMING  
EVENTS Like it or not, February has long been a month focused on LOVE. Although 

our culture, merchants, and advertisers highlight romantic love, we 
Christians like to focus on the greatest love, God's love. The Bible has 
LOTS to say about God's love for us. Perhaps the most familiar is John 
3:16: "For God so loved the world (all us people) that He gave His one and only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life." 
We are to love in response. Jesus told us the two most important rules to 
follow are to, "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind,' and....to 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law 
and the Prophets (basically all of Scripture) hang on these two commandments" 
(Matthew 22:37-40). 

Just like God shows His love for us through action, we are to love in deed 
and not just in words. There's a popular book that's been out for a number 
of years called, The 5 Love Languages, Gary Chapman. In it, we learn 
that people express and receive love in 5 primary ways, which the author 
equates to different languages: 1) words of affirmation, 2) acts of service, 3) 
gifts, 4) quality time, and 5) physical touch. Each unique individual "speaks" 
one or two of these love languages more fluently than the others. It's a 
great book and concept to explore for your relationships with your loved 
ones. But let's look at it spiritually for a moment.

I posit that being together as a congregation offers us opportunities 
to express our love language to God. Last month, we looked at our 
commitment to presence and prayer at Forest Hills Church. We can equate 
those to quality time (presence) and words of affirmation (although prayer 
is much more than that. Prayer does include speaking our love to God, as 
does our singing hymns and spiritual songs). This month I want to take the 
opportunity to explore offering love to God through service at church. God 
has created you with a unique personality, interests, and abilities. He loves 
it when you offer those back to Him as an act of love and glory toward 
Him! Within the congregation and the mission of the church you can find 
great opportunities to do that. God has given Forest Hills a mission and 

The Month of Love

continued on page 2

February 11 
Youth Workday for Widows 
9am-until done // pg3 

February 12 
Valentine's Day Sunday 
Morning Services

Youth Super Bowl Sunday 
6:00pm // Ministry Center // p3

February 13 
Looking Forward Meeting // pg6 
11:00am // Ministry Center

February 14 
*Goodtimers Spaghetti Lunch 
11:30am // Ministry Center // pg5

February 19 
Elementary Choir Sings 
9:45 & 11:00 am services // pg 3

February 22  
No Kids Connect

March 1 
The Screwtape Letters Study Begins 
6:30pm // Room 99 // pg5

March 3-5 
*Kids Winter Retreat // pg3 
Camp John Hope, Fort Valley

*Registration Required at  
www.foresthillsmacon.com
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Baxter in his sermon on January 
15 challenged us to be obedient to 
the Great Commission. We have an 
opportunity even now to respond as 
faithful witnesses. Churches from all 
over Macon have been meeting with the 
advance team of “Leading the Way,” the 

evangelistic organization of Dr. Michael Youssef. Dr. Youssef is coming to 
Macon during the Cherry Blossom Festival for an Evangelistic Celebration. 
The local Advance Team of churches has organized a series of evangelistic 
training classes. There’s 1 class per week for 3 consecutive weeks during 
February. You can find the schedules at this link: https://hopeforthe-
heartofgeorgia.com/upcoming/.

Classes are being offered at Vineville UMC, Martha Bowman, and 
Northway Church, among others. Mayor Miller has endorsed the event 
and made it an official part of the Cherry Blossom Festival. We have an 
opportunity to bring new souls into the Kingdom. “He that winneth souls 
is wise” (Prov. 11:30).

a purpose in this community and we need lots of people 
involved to accomplish the tasks to fulfill it. Whether you 
can serve weekly or monthly, whether you like to be behind 
the scenes or facing people, there are opportunities for you 
to serve as an expression of love and gratitude toward God. 
Below are just a few examples of current areas of need:

• Broadcast ministry: we need volunteers to livestream 
our services each week. Training provided. Tammy 
Humphries is main contact: email tammyhumphries@
foresthillsmacon.com.

• Choir: Our chancel choir is always looking for new 
voices. To join, contact Brant Snow: brantsnow@gmail.
com, or Juanita Burger: 478-719-2468. 

• Youth Ministry needs female youth counselors and 
help serving snack suppers on Sunday evenings.** 
Mike Adkins can direct you on how to get involved: 
michaeladkins@foresthillsmacon.com.

• Children's Ministry is looking for nursery helpers and 
people who can lead crafts or games on Sundays or 
Wednesdays.** Kelly Miller and Jessi Timmerman are 
your contacts: kellymiller@foresthillsmacon.com and 
jessitimmerman@foresthillsmacon.com

• Sanctuary Respite Ministry would love more 
volunteers.** Contact Leigh (Hinton) Davies at 
leighhinton@foresthillsmacon.com or 478-259-3627

• Audio/Visual Team: it takes a team of volunteers 
each week to make sure our lights, sound, and video 

screens are working appropriately. Jeremy Wilson 
can get you involved in that ministry: jeremywilson@
foresthillsmacon.com.

Folks, this really is just the tip of the iceberg. We have 
openings for greeters, ushers, small group and Bible study 
leaders, people to work on things when they break, parking 
lot sweepers, sign changers, communications proof-readers, 
kitchen cleaners, and so on. As we gear up for our big 60th 
Anniversary Celebration later this year, we need even more 
folks to help plan this and make it happen. 

The beautiful thing is, through showing our love to God 
by serving Him at church, we build and strengthen our 
relationships with one another. In a way, we are fulfilling 
the two most important commandments. It's a win-win! 

So where can you volunteer? If you aren't sure where you 
would like to serve, call me (Tammy) at the church office 
and let's talk about it. I know God has made you part of 
this congregation for a reason. Let us love and serve God 
together here!

As a side note, we are going to continue our Prayer 
Meetings on Wednesday nights at 5:30pm for the 
forseeable future. Please join us in room 97, by the canopy 
entrance each week, as we pray and seek God together. 

**Working with our children, youth, and vulnerable adults 
requires a background check and Safe Sanctuary Training. 
For more information on our policies, procedures and training 
opportunities, contact Jeremy Wilson.

– Tammy Humphries, Associate Pastor

This picture from Home of Hope shows  
Paula Christine and their Christmas tree  
that is decorated in part by a lei that the 
Forest Hills children sent to them along  

with letters and toys.
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THIS MONTH

Wednesdays 5:30-7:00pm 
Kids' Hall

No Kids Connect  
February 22 or March 22

March 3-5, 2023 
Camp John Hope in Fort Valley, Ga.

Open to all 1st-5th Graders 
Cost: $110 per person

We're going to play archery attack, climb a rock wall, 
enjoy campfires and worship together! Our theme is 
Glow in the Dark, trusting God when we're scared. 
We know our kids struggle with worry, fear and loneliness but the good 
news is that we can trust Jesus who is always with us and who offers us 
peace in those difficult moments. Register online at http://foresthillsmacon.
com/children/upcoming-events

EASTER EGG HUNT - APRIL 2 
4:00 - 6:00 PM AT THE LAMBERT'S HOUSE 

8775 ZEBULON RD. MACON 31210
Join us for a barbeque dinner, egg hunt, games, crafts, face  

painting and more! Invite your friends!

Kids Winter Retreat

Elementary Choir sings in church on  
February 19th at the 9:45 and 11:00 services

Elementary Pre-K Choirs sing in church on  
April 16th at the 9:45 and 11:00 services.

Kids Connect Finale: Wednesday, April 19 // 5:30-7:00pm

February plays host to one of my favorite service opportunities for the youth as we set aside a Saturday to 
visit and take care of some of the widows of our congregation. That will take place on Saturday, February 11th. 
We'll meet at the church at 9am and work until the jobs are done. Lunch afterwards is on us!

The very next day is Super Bowl Sunday, which means it's party time! The doors to the Ministry Center will 
open at 6:00pm for food, fun, football, and of course the Toilet Bowl Competition at half time! We will be here 
for the whole game, but students can be picked up at any time - we know it's a school night!
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Thank You, Forest Hills, for your support and generosity to these Missions!  
You have made a difference in the lives of many families and individuals.

WLLM began in January, 2022 to invite and encourage 
support to missions serving our local Macon community. 
As part of WLLM, four ministries or agencies were 
judged to be deserving of financial support through 
Sunday School, small group, bible study and individual 
giving. At the close of 2022 this financial giving has 
allowed $5200 to be distributed equally among Forest 
Hills Benevolence Fund, Loaves and Fishes, Fathers 
Among Men and Forest Hills Backpack. For 2023 your 
Missions Team has decided to continue to provide 
financial support to these four. There have been some 
changes in the twelve selections to receive “Items of the 
Month” which will be shared as their designated month 
approaches.

Wesley of Macon
Helping students grow spiritually by worshiping freely, 
following Christ, and serving with impact. Their mission 
is to provide a space where all college-aged young adults 
can worship, explore faith, and grow in community, 
regardless of school or stage of life. Wesley has a ministry 
presence on the three campuses in Macon: Mercer 
University, Wesleyan College, and Middle Georgia State 
University. 

In speaking with Brandon Tolle, the Director of Wesley of 
Macon foundation, you quickly realize the tremendous 
impact the Lord is having on the hearts and lives of young 
college students within our local campuses. Brandon 
and his ministry team’s primary focus is on discipleship 
along with building lifelong relationships that will impact 
future generations. 

Currently they have an average weekly attendance 
of 140 students throughout the three campuses, an 
average monthly sustained reach of students who attend 
2 or more events of 85, and an average monthly touch 
interaction that includes but is not limited to coffee and 
cookies to students on these campuses of between 300 
to 500 students. This outreach program is a lifeline to 
students that are in need of fellowship and worship in a 
safe home away from home environment. 

Brandon continues to focus on ways to support this 
student population through ongoing as well as new 
programs that he hopes will further connect students to 
our community. This has become increasingly important 
as the non-Christian vs. Christian student ratio campus 
is greater for the first time this year since Brandon began 
his work with the foundation 6 years ago. 

 MISSIONS ITEMS OF THE MONTH
Coffee and coffee supplies are their greatest need 
as they are constantly offering this on campus as 
an outreach to students. The following supplies are 
things that you can drop off anytime during February. 

• Bags of whole bean coffee: 8 O’clock Coffee; 
Pete’s Coffee, Starbucks Coffee- the bigger the 
better 

• Disposable coffee cups, and cups, and more cups

• Sugar packets and sugar substitute packets

• Creamer packets or containers

Christmas Offering – Global Missions
Joe and Robin Booker, missionaries whom we have 
supported for several years, have been facing financial 
hardship due to excessive inflation in Uganda where 
they serve at the Amazima School. As a result, your 
Missions Team selected Bookers without Borders to 
receive the Christmas offering this year which totaled 
to an additional support of $2707 that they will be 
receiving.

Drive-thru Food Giveaways Discontinued
Middle Georgia Community Food Bank has notified 
Forest Hills Church that it is no longer needed to host 
food giveaways for Bibb County. The food bank has 
been focused for the past several years on growing the 
number of and quantity of food distributed through 
community food pantries. These community pantries 
are a better means of supporting those in need as 
they are typically open weekly and are located within 
communities so that relationships can be developed 
with their clients. The food bank’s efforts to grow these 
pantries has been successful in several of the Middle 
Georgia counties allowing drive-thru food giveaways to 
be discontinued in those counties.
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GOODTIMERS VALENTINES 
SPAGHETTI DINNER 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 // 11:30 AM // MINISTRY CENTER
It’s the month of love! We hope you will join Goodtimers if you 
are 55 or older as we celebrate God’s love for us and our love 
for one another in the body of Christ on February 14 at 11:30 
AM. Baxter will be cooking spaghetti, Carolyn will prepare the 
garlic rolls, and we will have plenty of sweet tea and Valentine’s 
themed desserts. We had such a good time sharing Crock Pot 
soup and enjoying Christian fellowship in January thanks to 
all of our talented members. With today’s prices and inflation, 
who can beat just $5.00 for lunch? Please sign up at our table in 
the main hall if you plan on joining us so that we can purchase 
enough food for everyone. We will collect your $5.00 payment 
at the event.

GREETERS
FEBRUARY 5
9:45 AM - Canopy 

Joe & Becky Middlebrooks
9:45 AM - Ministry Center  
Back Door -Judy Whitley

9:45 AM - Ministry Center  
Front Door - Linda Brooks

11:00 AM - Narthex 
Barbara Coon

FEBRUARY 12
9:45 AM - Canopy 

Joe & Becky Middlebrooks
9:45 AM - Ministry Center  
Back Door -Carolyn Dunn
9:45 AM - Ministry Center  
Front Door - Kim Adkins

11:00 AM - Narthex 
Bob & Linda Brown

FEBRUARY 19
9:45 AM - Canopy 

Joe & Becky Middlebrooks
9:45 AM - Ministry Center  

Back Door - Kay Hefner
9:45 AM - Ministry Center  

Front Door - Stephanie Martinek
11:00 AM - Narthex 
Bill & Lillian James

FEBRUARY 26
9:45 AM - Canopy 

Joe & Becky Middlebrooks
9:45 AM - Ministry Center  

Back Door - Brenda Lambert
9:45 AM - Ministry Center  
Front Door - Barbara Ricks

11:00 AM - Narthex 
Wayne & Scotty Peale

MISSIONS PRAYER – Please join as a church in praying 
for these ministries during First Quarter, 2023

"Good and gracious Heavenly Father, we are grateful that you have 
blessed our local community with so many ministries and agencies 
that serve You by serving others. We are especially mindful of our own 
Pastor’s Benevolence Fund and pray that You will bless those families 
and individuals who receive these funds as they face hardships in their 
lives. We are, also, especially mindful of Wesley Glen, Wesley of Macon 
and Magnolia Manor which have been selected to receive “Item of the 
Month” donations during first quarter. We pray these ministries will be 
able to continue to meet the needs of those they serve, to bless them 
with love and care and to foster nurturing relationships with fellow 
residents or students. May those served know it is because of love for 
YOU, Lord, that these ministries are possible. Fill the hearts of all of us 
at Forest Hills Church to be cheerful givers to these ministries and to 
your kingdom. – Amen"

March 1st - April 12th 
6:30 PM // Room 99 

Facilitated By: Tyler Hinson
The Screwtape Letters is a brilliant 

and satirical look at spiritual warfare 
and the dynamics of temptation. 

Using Scripture references, discussion 
questions, and related commentary, 
this study will examine the work of 

C.S. Lewis through a Christian lens of 
morality, temptation, and good and evil. 
No sign up need, just come! Please have 

the 1st chapter ready before class.

UPCOMING 
Wednesday Night 

Bible Study 
Beginning March 1st 
6:30 PM // Room 99 

Facilitated By: Tyler Hinson 
The Screwtape Letters is a brilliant and satirical 
look at spiritual warfare and the dynamics of 
temptation. Using Scripture references, 
discussion questions, and related commentary, 
this study will examine the work of C.S. Lewis 
through a Christian lens of morality, temptation, 
and good and evil. 
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Back  pack
ministryby Brenda Lambert

Forest Hills Church receives 
many donations given in memory 

or in honor of loved ones. 
Acknowledgment of Forest Hills’ 
gratitude is sent to each person 
who makes a donation. A letter 
of recognition identifying who 

gave a donation is also sent 
to the person or the family of 
the person who was honored/
remembered. Here is a list of 

all who have been honored and 
remembered through a donation 

to FHC this past month:

IN MEMORY OF:
Vera Willis 

Uley & Pauline Morgan 
Joe & June Butler 

Rev. Albert & Agnes Hall 
Marcus Gandy 

Dianne Sweckard 
Eddie Whitten 

Thomas Frankum 
David Duncan 

Randy Rowland

IN HONOR OF:  
Brant Snow 

The Walker/Robinson Family

FINANCIAL REPORT

ONLINE: www.foresthillsmacon.com  
(click on the “Give” tab in the top right corner) 

REALM: Access your giving history, give,  
and enter your pledge

CHECKS: Mail to our church address: 
1217 Forest Hill Road • Macon, GA 31210 
(We have a  locking mailbox for security measures)

WAYS TO GIVE

Tuesday Mornings at the 
Backpack House are FOOD 
BANK SHOPPING DAYS.  We 
are so grateful to the men and 
women who transport the food 
in 3 trailers, unload the trailers, 
stock the food in plastic bins, 
and carry off  the discarded 
cardboard.  The faithful teams 
can be seen laughing and 
working side by side as we 
prepare for the week to feed 
2,059 children.  Thank you so 
much for your commitment each 
week to the Backpack Ministry. 

2022 Year-End Giving Statements were mailed out 
the last week of January.

2022 Church Financial Report is still being 
processed and we will post that information  

as soon as it’s ready.

Our 2023 monthly operating budget  
is $84,272.25

LOOKING FORWARD
Rev. Jim Hancock, serving in the Congregational 
Methodist Church of Mississippi, will give a 
presentation on this denomination on Monday 

February 13 at 11 AM in the ministry center. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. Rev. Hancock will 

talk for around 20 minutes then entertain questions. Once we secure 
a speaker, we hope to do the same with a minister from the Global 
Methodist Church. Stay posted for more information regarding our 
denominational journey.
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Happy Valentine’s Day! 
Remember that sales after 

Valentine’s Day can provide 
lots of “Wow!” gifts for shoeboxes—small stuffed 
animals, classroom sets of pencils, novelty gifts, 
small books and clothing items. Set a budget and 
go for what you want to send as a gift to represent 
our King!
Other project leaders on the Operation Christmas 
Child Facebook group report that their churches 
have packing parties on New Year’s Day every year 
or for “Christmas in July”. Call, text (478-320-0496), 
or email (lynnmac369@hotmail.com) me if you 
would like to plan one such event.

Beth Holland, Drexel Shelton, Helen Hunnicutt, Sue 
Shipp, Shirley Smith, Pam Newman, Gary Lebow, 
Nancy Jones, Anita Smith, Dorothy Pickett, Ed & 
Margie Jones, Jeremy Wilson, Becky Middlebrooks, 
Gary Yeomans, and Kathryn Wehunt.

Those serving in the military: Payton Smith (Army),  
Chris Allen, Sgt. Daniel Brennan, Sgt, Jeffrey Dyson, 

Justin Layman, Matthew Nylund, 1st Lt. Jamie 
Peacock, Kelley Sanders, SSgt. Stephanie Wammock, 
Bryan Caldon (Navy), Hunter Curl (Air Force), and 
Jacob Parrish (Army).
Please update request through church office if request needs to 
remain for the next month’s newsletter.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Our first night of Perspectives class included 30 people 
who braved the torrential rain (the night Griffin and 
neighboring counties had tornados) to hear Lesson 
1, entitled “God is a Missionary!” Our speaker, Dr. 
David Cashin from Columbia International University, 
provided an overview of the book of Genesis as the 
foundation for God’s redemptive plan and explained 
that God is the author of ethno-linguistic diversity and 
how He is glorified by it. We also enjoyed a lovely time 
of worship and prayer for the nations. While you have 
missed signing up for the entire Macon course this 
year, you are welcome to join us for any one Thursday 
evening from 6-9 p.m. (2976 Riverside Drive) until 
May 5 to get a taste of Perspectives. Go online to 
Perspectives.org/Macon2023 to see the topic for the 
week’s lesson and read the biography of the speaker 
for the evening to see how Perspectives could expand 
your view of God’s work in this world. 

Opportunity to Grow through

PRAY. VOLUNTEER. DONATE. LOVE.
leighhinton@foresthillsmacon.com • 478-259-3627

One of our new friends enjoying 
worship at Sanctuary Respite 
Ministry. 

Join our Respite Family! Spring 
Volunteer training date to be 
announced soon. Thank you all 
for making this special ministry 
possible!



STAFF
To contact our staff during this time, please 
contact the church office (478-477-1161) and 
leave a message at their extension (listed below). 
The messages go to their email and  
they will get back to you promptly.

Baxter Hurley, Pastor , ext. 107 
baxterhurley@foresthillsmacon.com

Jeremy Wilson, Family Pastor, ext. 102 
jeremywilson@foresthillsmacon.com 

Mike Adkins, Youth Director, ext. 106 
michaeladkins@foresthillsmacon.com

Kelly Miller, Children’s Director, ext. 104 
kellymiller@foresthillsmacon.com

Jessi Timmerman, Children’s Director, ext. 103 
jessitimmerman@foresthillsmacon.com 

Brant Snow, Organist 

Doss Edwards, 8:30 Worship Leader

Tammy Humphries, Associate Pastor, ext. 108 
tammyhumphries@foresthillsmacon.com

Nahcole Crist, Church Administrator, ext. 101 
nahcolecrist@foresthillsmacon.com

Sondra Hinson, Receptionist/Hostess, ext. 100 
sondrahinson@foresthillsmacon.com

Leigh Hinton, Sanctuary Respite Ministry, Director 
leighhinton@foresthillsmacon.com • 478-259-3627

The Bookers 
Amazima Ministries

Sam Joh nson 
My Vision for Refugees

MISSIONARIES

1 Christopher Wilkins 
McKenna Prather 
Bill Hall

2 Delores Bumgardner

3 Mickey Claxton

4 Diana Hullings

5 Will Hefner

7 Rachelle Adkins 
Frances Gunnels 
Tammy Humphries

8 Scottie Lamb 
Jessica Haney

9 Natalie Clarke

11 Lorene Powell

12 Amy David

13 Eron Dopson 
Katie Wallace

14 Lynn Monk

15 Gary LeBow 
Ned DeJournett 
Margaret Ann Hunt

16 Pearl Smith 
Molly Ricks

17 Barbara Coon 
Holli Berg 
Ande McAnn

18 Jan Jones 

Abby Pollock

20 Sharon Mitchell

22 Sharon Knight 
Ann Griffin 
Benjamin Berg 
Kay Harris 
Wanda Joyner

24 Nancy Gandy 
Megan Gordon

26 Jack Joyner

27 Tommy Sherwood 
Sandy Dominy

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP
Join our LiveStream worship on 
Sundays at 9:45 or 11:00 A.M.

SUNDAY SERVICES
If you would like to include information  

in our next newsletter, your  
information must be submitted by the  

second Wednesday of the month.  
You may email Stephanie Davis  

with your announcement at  
stephdavisdesigns@gmail.com.
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