
FHUMC Monthly Newsletter • August 2022

United Methodist
Church HELPING EACH OTHER TAKE OUR NEXT STEP CLOSER TO CHRIST

1217 Forest Hill Road • Macon, GA 31210 • 478.477.1161

@ForestHillsMacon search Forest Hills Macon foresthillsmacon.com

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Jesus told incredible stories that have stood the test of time. These stories 
are more than entertainment. They are bridges into peoples lives. Each 
word is like a brick that, attached to those before and after, span a gap 
and connect the minds and hearts of all who believe to the God we love. 
These stories build character and fortify faith. Over the next few weeks 
we will explore some of these stories and see what bridges God wants to 
build in us. 

BUILDING A BRIDGE TO...

SERMON SERIES

JOIN US IN-PERSON OR ONLINE!
Visit our website watch the ones you missed.

COMPASSION 
Luke 10:30-37 (July 24) SELF-AWARENESS 

Luke 15:11-32 (July 31)

OPPORTUNITY 
Luke 19:11-27 (Aug 14)

FRUITFULNESS 
Luke 13:6-9 (Aug 21) ETERNITY 

Matthew 13:47-50 (Aug 28)

READINESS 
Matthew 25:1-13 (Aug 7)

August 1 
*Muffins With A Minisiter // pg2 
9:30-11:00 am // Ministry Center 

Church Meeting //  pg2 
6:30 pm // Ministry Center

August 8 
*Muffins With A Minisiter // pg2 
9:30-11:00 am // Ministry Center

August 28 
Family Experience // pg3 
11:00 am // Ministry Center

August 29  
Sanctuary Respite  
Volunteer Training 
10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Ridge Campus // pg 7

August 31 
*Kids Connect // pg3 
5:30 - 7:00 pm // Playground

*Registration Required at  
www.foresthillsmacon.com
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MONDAY MORNING MUFFINS WITH ONE OF OUR MINISTERS
We have been having so much fun fellowshipping together and loving others by creating 
and sending cards on Monday mornings. All our ministers have shared wonderful 
scriptures and devotions that have started our week with thoughtful connections to 
God – thank you! There are only two Monday mornings left for this program. If you are a 
retired lady, we would love for you to join us! Each Monday morning, we share a muffin, 
a short devotion, prayer time, an easy and fun service project, and conversation with 
other Christian women. We will meet in the Ministry Center from 9:30-11:00 for food, 
fellowship, and a chance to grow in our faith on August 1 and 8. Please contact Carolyn 
Hurley at carolynhurley@foresthillsmacon.com if you are interested in joining us.

As many of you know by now, the vote for disaffiliation 
took place July 27, 2022 and passed by 85%. Here are 
some observations and comments we want to make 
regarding the process and our preferred future together 
as Forest Hills Church. 

First, let us begin by saying thank you to each and every 
person who participated in every aspect of this process. 
Thank you to those who began working, planning, and 
attending to the details which were necessary to position 
our church to even be in this conversation. Thank you 
to those who engaged in the church meetings, prayer 
meetings, Sunday school class discussions, and private 
discussions to get as much information as possible for 
making an informed decision. Your diligence as a church 
to seek wisdom and work together speaks to your love 
and investment in Forest Hills. Thank you to those who 
privately and publicly addressed concerns about the 
processes and Forest Hills' future. You have been heard, 
and your concerns are valid. 

This was a tough decision to make, and it was not made 
lightly by anyone. We acknowledge the individual and 
corporate grief this separation causes. The pain of 
church division hits at the core of our faith experience. 
But our true hope is in Jesus. As we move forward, it is 
our desire that every one of you, regardless of how you 
voted or feel about this issue, knows you are an integral 
part of this church. 

Many of our congregation have expressed concerns 
about details regarding the future of Forest Hills; 
particularly regarding the legalities of being an 
independent church for a season AND regarding a 
future denomination. As such, doctrinal statements, 
organizational documents, and clergy contracts will all 
be finalized as expediently as possible. As stated on 
July 27, our first meeting to explore denominational 

options is next Monday, August 1, at 6:30pm in the 
Ministry Center. You are welcome to come be part of 
that conversation. We want everyone to have access 
to pertinent information, and we will regularly update 
the "Looking Forward" tab on the church website. Here 
is a link to that page: http://foresthillsmacon.com/
lookingforward 

Here are our next steps we will take as a church moving 
forward together: 

1) We will worship Jesus together ... and it will be good 
and pleasing to the Lord!

2) We will work diligently to complete the legalities 
of disaffiliation and keep you as the church 
informed using the website, newsletter, email, and 
announcements.

a) We will attend the virtual Annual Conference on 
August 20th to disaffiliate.

b) We will finalize all required legal details by 
September 19th and pay the required fees.

3) We will begin work immediately on investigating 
other denominational options.

4)  We will take a deep breath, give each other a 
hug, and get back to work, offering those within our 
four walls, the greater Macon and Middle Georgia 
area, and the world, a transformative gospel that 
speaks life and love into all people.

I pray that you will join us as we follow Christ together 
into our future as Forest Hills Church!

FOREST HILLS CHURCH UPDATES
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THIS MONTH

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:S TRUNK OR TREAT 
October 30, 4:00 - 6:00pm // More details to come!

Mrs. Jessi and Mrs. Kelly have had so much fun 
celebrating birthdays with our friends! We would 
love to celebrate your child on their big day. If 
you would like to make sure we don’t miss your 
child’s birthday, please be sure we have that date 
by emailing kellymiller@foresthillsmacon.com or 
jessitimmerman@foresthillsmacon.com.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

August is a fairly uneventful month for the 
youth ministry because it tends to be such an 
eventful month for families! As you return to the 
school year routine, we stick to one ourselves! 
So we’ll meet every Wednesday night in August 
from 6:00pm-7:00pm for 17:11, and we’ll meet 
each Sunday during regular program hours: 
4:00pm-5:30pm is for all 6th-8th graders, 
snack supper in the Ministry Center from 
5:30pm-6:00pm, and senior high for all 9th-12th 
graders will run from 6:00pm-7:30pm. 

We hope youth attendance makes the cut when 
it comes to establishing your new routine this 
year! As we learned over the summer: Corporate 
worship shouldn’t been seen as optional, and it 
benefits US as much as it is meant to bring glory 
to God! 

Also: Save the dates: October 7-9! Keep an eye out 
for Fall Retreat’s registration! It will open August 
1st, and this trip is open to all 6th-12th graders! 

FAMILY EXPERIENCE 
Sunday, August 28, at 11:00am 
Join us for a Family Experience in the Ministry Center as we share a meal 
and celebrate the upcoming school year! This will be a time for Mrs Kelly 
and Mrs Jessi to share our plans for our Wednesday night program, Kids 
Connect. The meal is free, and everyone is invited!

Kids Connect is open to kids of all ages (Nursery - 5th Grade) On this night, 
we will have a fun WATER NIGHT to celebrate the new school year. Be sure 
to bring a swimsuit and a towel! Dinner is provided, and parents are invited 
to stay and have dinner with us.

KICK OFF 

AUGUST 31 
5:30 - 7:00 pm
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 MISSIONS ITEMS OF THE MONTH
Gatorade (individual bottles) 
Little Debbie Snack Cakes 

Gummy Snacks
The Hot Dog Club began when David Duncan opened his door to a young boy who was thirsty. That cup 
of water grew into a ministry that now serves a hot meal every Friday night to 100+ children in the Lake 
Wildwood neighborhood. David and Shirley often provide snacks and drinks throughout the week as they 
answer the knocks at their door. Over the years, this ministry has included handing out school supplies, 
rewards for good grades, bikes, toys, and whatever the needs are for the families in their neighborhood. 
David and Shirley have also held Bible studies in their living room and backyard. The Duncans help these 
kids learn manners, respect for others, and the value of sharing and thinking of others. The children and their 
families are seeing up close and personal how virtual strangers are willing to show them kindness and the 
love of Jesus. 

Please consider helping support this ministry by providing a few items to help the Duncans in their ministry 
to the children of Lake Wildwood.

MISSIONS PRAYER: COMMUNITY CARES
Please join in praying for the local agencies that are our Mission focus during the third quarter:

Christ encourages us in Matthew 5:16 to let our light shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise our 
heavenly father. May we at Forest Hills shine our light of love onto these agencies which care for our community: 
Fathers Among Men, The Hot Dog Club, The Mentor’s Project and Out of Darkness. May we be generous with our 
gifts so that these agencies may have the resources to carry out their mission; that their light will be able to shine 
brightly and steadfast. We praise you, Father, for those who lead and volunteer with these agencies and for giving 
us this opportunity to love and serve those in need in our community. Amen

WE LOVE LOCAL MISSIONS 
FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
In January, 2022 your Missions Team introduced “We Love 
Local Missions” as a means to invite the congregation to 
support local missions. Each month an agency/ministry is 
identified to receive “Item of the Month” donations – such 
as the Hot Dog Club included in this newsletter. Each quarter 
a prayer will be published to focus the power of our whole 
church praying for the agencies/ministries chosen for that 
quarter.

The third portion of “We Love Local Missions” involves 
financial giving. Offerings made through Sunday School 
classes, small groups, bible studies, etc. will be pooled 
throughout 2022 and divided equally among the four 
agencies/ministries who the Missions Team has judged to 
be most deserving of our financial support. These four for 
2022 are Pastor’s Benevolence Fund (1st QTR), Loaves and 
Fishes (2nd QTR), Fathers Among Men (3rd QTR) and Forest 
Hills Backpack Ministry (4th QTR). Thus far through June 
donations totaling over $2300 have been received.

The ministry chosen for 3rd quarter, Fathers Among Men, 
began in 2016. Its mission is to provide a high-energy, 
challenging mentoring program that better prepares 
young men for a positive role in society; ultimately, to be 
better fathers themselves and break the cycle of juvenile 
delinquency, low performance and jail. The program works 
with young men 9-16 years of age. Facilitators are exclusively 
male and work to teach study skills, good health, knowledge 
of self, financial literacy, asking for help, de-escalation and 
basic woodworking.

These youth have been giving back to their community by 
completing a project to upgrade a downtown fountain area 
and by creating and hosting a weekly food pantry. They have 
enjoyed fellowship through a Spring Break Camp, a Summer 
Camp and most recently a Youth Retreat.

The Missions Team thanks you  
for your continued support to  

“We Love Local Missions”
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Sitting here thinking about my last Sunday among you, my heart 
is flooded with joy. Please accept these words of gratitude for the 
generous gift of love, your kindness, your encouragement, and your 
blessing as I move into a new ministry at a new church. Forest Hills 
will always have the very best of my heart. My prayers are rising up 
to God in grace and gratitude for you. May the road rise to meet 
you, may the wind be always at your back, may the sun shine warm 
upon your face, may the rains fall soft upon your fields, and, until 
we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 
So much love, Teresa

GRACE & GRATITUDE

GREETERS
AUGUST 7

9:45 AM - Canopy 
Joe & Becky Middlebrooks

9:45 AM - Ministry Center 
Back Door  

Margaret Ann Hunt

11:00 AM - Narthex 
Barbara Coon

AUGUST 14
9:45 AM - Canopy 

Joe & Becky Middlebrooks

9:45 AM - Ministry Center  
Back Door  

Barbara Ricks

11:00 AM - Narthex 
Bob & Linda Brown

AUGUST 21
9:45 AM - Canopy 

Joe & Becky Middlebrooks

9:45 AM - Ministry Center  
Back Door 

Linda Brooks

11:00 AM - Narthex 
Bill & Lilian James

AUGUST 28
9:45 AM - Canopy 

Joe & Becky Middlebrooks

9:45 AM - Ministry Center  
Back Door - Brenda Lambert

11:00 AM - Narthex 
Wayne & Scotty Peale

CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRIES
Do you know someone who has health issues and is no longer able 
to come to church? Do you know someone who has had to go into 
the hospital or rehabilitation? The Congregational Care Ministries 
would like to reach out to them, but we don’t always know what you 
know. If you find out about a Forest Hills member of friend who is 
not receiving care please contact Tammy Humphries at the church or 
at tammyhumphries@foresthillsmacon.com so that they can receive 
pastoral care, and Carolyn Hurley at carolynhurley@foresthillsmacon.
com so that they can receive a call or a card from a CARE ministries 
team member. Thank you! Let’s all love God by loving others in the 
name of Jesus together.

SAVE THE DATE: NEXT GIVE AWAY 
Thursday, November 3, 2022

JARS, JARS, JARS
We are collecting large, clear mason jars to use for a new ministry. 
One of our members has offered to rearrange the flowers which 
are left on Sunday mornings into small flower arrangements for 
our visiting teams to take to folks who are unable to join us 
for worship for various reasons. If you have clean, large, clear 
mason jars, please leave them in the Missions closet in the 
basket at the bottom of the closet or contact Carolyn Hurley at 
carolynhurley@foresthillsmacon.com.
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Forest Hills UMC 
receives many donations 

given in memory or in 
honor of loved ones. 
Acknowledgment of 

Forest Hills’ gratitude is 
sent to each person who 

makes a donation. A letter 
of recognition identifying 
who gave a donation is 

also sent to the person or 
the family of the person 

who was honored/
remembered. Here is a 

list of all who have been 
honored and remembered 

through a donation to 
FHUMC this past month:

IN MEMORY OF: 
Vicki Jenkins

Cathy Hanson
Joe Boland, Jr.
Marvin Roberts
Alacia Rhame

Joan Roe
Robert Dumond

Good News, Great Joy! 
What is one way you share God’s love 
with others? Shoeboxes work for me!

Have you seen the adorable FB video of 
the 3-year-old girl explaining how to fill a 

shoebox? If a 3-year-old “gets it”, I believe 
any of us can fill a shoebox and you might 

actually have fun (no, make that “joy”) in doing 
it. So, go for it! All of us could use a dose of joy about now!

Remember that a child will receive only 1 box in their lifetime, so make 
it a great one! Pack full (but not overstuffed or extra-large) shoeboxes 
of quality items for a boy or girl ages 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. Oldest and 
youngest boys get the fewest boxes; ages 5-9 girls get the most. A 
good rule of thumb is to pack 1/3 fun items (toy cars, doll, ball and 
pump, crayons, coloring books, slinky, yo-yos, jump ropes, etc.), 1/3 
school supplies (pencils, erasers, sharpeners, notebooks, etc.), and 1/3 
hygiene items (bar soap in its wrapper, washcloth, toothbrushes, comb 
or hairbrush, sunglasses, etc.). Fit in clothing items (T-shirt, hat, pants, 
shoes, dress) as you can. The Samaritan’s Purse/OCC website has lots of 
good suggestions. Try not to send “single-use” items and try to remove 
as much packaging as possible. Make it personal by praying daily for 
the child, including a photo or a note of love and encouragement, and 
the child or a relative may write back to you if you include your email 
address. 

I have 20 boxes of various themes ready for adoption. Call me 
at 478-320-0496 to make it your own! You may also build a box 
online at Build Your Shoebox Online! - Operation Christmas Child 
(samaritanspurse.org). Just follow the prompts and your box will help a 
child take the next steps to Jesus. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

ONLINE: www.foresthillsmacon.com  
(click on the “Give” tab in the top right corner) 

REALM: Access your giving history, give,  
and enter your pledge

CHECKS: Mail to our church address: 
1217 Forest Hill Road • Macon, GA 31210 

(We have a new locking mailbox for security measures)

For the Month of June 2022: 
Monthly Budget .................................... $94,512.50
June Revenue ........................................ $60,363.38
June Expenses ...................................... $75,473.60
Year to Date for 2022:
YTD Revenues as of 6/30/22 ..........$458,510.36
YTD Expenses as of 6/30/22 ...........$566,634.01
YTD Surplus/(Deficit) ......................($108,123.65)
YTD Apportionments Paid .................  $50,514.54

WAYS TO GIVE
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Beth Holland, Drexel Shelton, Bill Hall, Melba Holmes, 
Helen Hunnicutt, Sue Shipp, Denise Andrews, Joyce 
Pyles, Carol Ellerbee, Shirley Smith, Frances Daniell, 
Eddie Whitten, Larry Cox, Ned DeJournett, Scott 
Stejskal (Scott’s father passed away), Cora Jones, and 
Romney Tucker.

Those serving in the military: Payton Smith (Army), 
Matt Parrish (Army), Chris Allen, Sgt. Daniel Brennan, 
Sgt, Jeffrey Dyson, Justin Layman, Matthew Nylund, 
1st Lt. Jamie Peacock, Kelley Sanders, SSgt. Stephanie 
Wammock, Bryan Caldon (Navy), Hunter Curl (Air 
Force), and Jacob Parrish (Army).

PRAYER CONCERNS

Back  pack
ministryby Brenda Lambert

COMING SOON OPEN HOUSE
We have been renovating, upgrading and cleaning 
the Backpack house. Our new building is being 
completed and will be used to store carts packed 
with bags of food, to offer another area for packing 
when large groups volunteer, and to serve as the 
loading area for carts going into our Backpack van.

Backpack thanks Hays Service for once again 
restocking our shelves with food for the beginning 
of school year. They educated their customers about 
our Backpack Ministry and provided boxes for these 
companies to fill with food for our students. We are 
so grateful for our community partners.

Please update request through church office if request needs to remain for the next month’s newsletter.

Dear Forest Hills Church,

I hope you are well with your Family. 
The kids are doing well this summer. 
They are in summer school. They 
are super excited to start learning 
basketball. Attached is a photo of 
the kids in their Basketball uniforms. 
Thank you for all you do for the kids 
and My vision.

Warm regards,  
Sam Johnson, Founder & President 
My Vision for Refugees Inc.  
(Home of Hope) 
www.myvision4refugees.org



STAFF
To contact our staff during this time, please 
contact the church office (478-477-1161) and 
leave a message at their extension (listed below). 
The messages go to their email and  
they will get back to you promptly.

Baxter Hurley, Pastor , ext. 107 
baxterhurley@foresthillsmacon.com

Jeremy Wilson, Family Pastor, ext. 102 
jeremywilson@foresthillsmacon.com 

Mike Adkins, Youth Director, ext. 106 
michaeladkins@foresthillsmacon.com

Kelly Miller, Children’s Director, ext. 104 
kellymiller@foresthillsmacon.com

Jessi Timmerman, Children’s Director, ext. 103 
jessitimmerman@foresthillsmacon.com 

Brant Snow, Organist 

Doss Edwards, 8:30 Worship Leader

Tammy Humphries, Executive Pastor, ext. 108 
tammyhumphries@foresthillsmacon.com

Nahcole Crist, Financial Secretary, ext. 101 
nahcolecrist@foresthillsmacon.com

Sondra Hinson, Receptionist/Hostess, ext. 100 
sondrahinson@foresthillsmacon.com

Leigh Hinton, Sanctuary Respite Ministry, Director 
leighhinton@foresthillsmacon.com • 478-259-3627

The Bookers 
Amazima Ministries

Sam Joh nson 
My Vision for Refugees

MISSIONARIES

1 Delores Molton 
Stephen Wheeler

2 James Allmond

3 Kay Hefner 
Carolyn Dunn

4 Avery Robinson

5 Scott Dopson 
Bill Jones 
Jennifer Utley 
Audrey Miller

6 Ann Crawford 
Bill Ivey

7 Mike Johstono

8 Janie Wilson 
Linda Wingate 
Kalyn Shreve

9 Barbara Smith 
Lisa Marshall 
Haley Young 

9 Bernie Kilgore 
Nancy Jones 
Andy Wanamaker

10 Elaine Clarke

11 Chris Jones

12 Robin Frischkorn 
Steve Skalko 
Wayne Bentley 
Lin Palmiter 
Emma Miller

13 Cynthia Medina

15 Ginger Cowart 
Linda Cozart

16 Stephanie Martinek

17 Brenda Gay 
Robin Craig 
Sigourney Ricks

18 Maisie Hugdahl 
Michael Burns 
Beth Walker

19 Cheryl Nylund

20 Jenny Tillery

21 Marnai Boose

22 Theresa Allmond

22 Gina Hall

23 Karen LeBow 
Russell Santamarina

24 Chip Greene 
Rachael Hall 
Matthew Wheeler 
Susan Brassel

25 Kathy Hall-Gordon 
Paul McKay

27 Corbin Pendergrass

31 Brenda Lambert 
Cheryl Gay 
Trae Carmical 
Erin Kelly 
Kerri Bowie

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP
Join our LiveStream worship on 
Sundays at 9:45 or 11:00 A.M.

SUNDAY SERVICES
If you would like to include information  

in our next newsletter, your  
information must be submitted by the  

second Wednesday of the month.  
You may email Stephanie Davis  

with your announcement at  
stephdavisdesigns@gmail.com.
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