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Greetings Forest Hills Family, 
It feels like it has been far too many days since I have 
seen your faces although it has only been a little 
over a week.  To say that all of the staff miss you is an 
understatement.  It reminds me of that hymn which 
pronounces:  “I am the church, you are the church, 
we are the church together.”  So we will keep moving 
forward being the church together while social 
distancing.  
Since our daily reality feels so uncertain, let’s just focus 
on this moment, this hour, this day.  Each morning 
when you wake up, take a deep breath and whisper 
thank you to God.  Even though your day is different, 
go through it with expectation.  Keep your eyes open 
to how God is at work in your home, in your children, 

spouse and loved ones, in your community,  in the 
larger world, in the news and social media.   At the 
end of the day, before you fall asleep, take another 
deep breath.  Offer your day, your gratitude and 
concerns to God.  If you are bold, you might even ask 
God to speak into your dreams.  Jesus says to us:
Matthew 11:28-29 New Living Translation (NLT)
28 “Come to me, all of you who are weary and 
carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 
Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because 
I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.”
In these strange days, may we all rest in the Lord in 
our waking and in our sleeping.  
With love and hand sanitizer, Teresa
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WAYS TO Keep Faith Alive
Sing a song of praise to Jesus - out loud - anywhere.

KIDS MINISTRY VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHT
Our March Volunteer Highlight is Erin Kelly! Erin is newly married to Liam and 
they both serve in Kids Ministry with our Preschool Class. Erin has been serving in 
this capacity for years and she is a gifted teacher. She also teaches at Miller Middle 
School and helps in their Theatre department. She has a creative mind, sees the 
best in kids and is a lover of all things Harry Potter. Erin is a great fit in Preschool 
Ministry because she is fun, silly and freely shares God’s love with the children. 
Because Erin serves faithfully each month, the kids can depend on her, they know 
her and they love her. Thank you Erin for your commitment to our Kids Ministry! 
We are blessed to serve with you. 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS

PARENTS NIGHT 
OUT (still TBD):  
Friday, May 15  

5:30pm-8:30pm 

VBS 
May 31-June 3

Pre-K Camp 
June 22-24

For the safety and wellbeing of our church, Kids Ministry activities in April have 
been suspended indefinitely. Until we can be together again, you can stay 
connected with Kids Ministry on our facebook page, church website and via 
email. 

FACEBOOK GROUP: We will have Surprise Drawings, Photo A Day, Live Videos 
and more! To find our group, search "Forest Hills Kids Ministry" and join!

CHURCH WEBSITE: we will upload our Bible Videos and Lessons 
for each week. You can also access activities to complete at home 
that reinforce the Bible stories. Here is the link to our media page  
http://foresthillsmacon.com/children/media

EMAIL: Mrs. Kelly & Mrs. Jessi are also writing a Parent Reflection each day 
to be emailed and posted on facebook with a word of encouragement for 
parents. If you would like to receive the Parent Reflections, please send your 
email address to jessitimmerman@foresthillsmacon.com and we will add you to 
the list.

Our Kids Ministry will provide candy filled Easter eggs for 
your family to enjoy an Easter egg hunt at home! Don't 
forget to post pictures in our Facebook group of your family 
hunting eggs at home! Eggs will be distributed the week 
prior to Easter Sunday, April 12th. 

http://foresthillsmacon.com/children/media
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Charlotte & Asbury Stembridge, Sr., Dillon 
Lewis, Mae Jones, Beth Holland, Drexel Shelton, 
Joan Roe, Bill Hall, Linda Clark, Mary Irby, Nita 
Wrye, Catie Phillips, KC Caldwell (Karen Lebow 
granddaughter), Denise Andrews, Mike Attison, 
Denise Sorkness, Wesley Priest,  Carol Canady, 
Madeline Monroe, Kinleigh Mullis, Sherry Fullman 
(Mellissa Smith’s sister), Ned & Sue DeJournett, 
the Collins Family, Kerry Lewis, Leland Teets, 
Melba Holmes and Family, Sam Stefano, and The 
Roper family.
Those serving in the military: Payton Smith 
(Army), Matt Parrish (Army), Chris Allen, Sgt. 
Daniel Brennan, Sgt, Jeffrey Dyson,  Justin 
Layman, Matthew Nylund, 1st Lt. Jamie Peacock, 
Kelley Sanders, SSgt. Stephanie Wammock, 
Bryan Caldon (Navy), Hunter Curl (Air Force), and 
Jacob Parrish (Army).
Please update request through church office if request 
needs to remain for the next month’s newsletter.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Steve Johnson 
Rev. James Aycock 

Louise Donnan Priester

Forest Hills UMC receives many donations 
given in memory or in honor of loved ones. 
Acknowledgment of Forest Hills’ gratitude is sent 
to each person who makes a donation. A letter of 
recognition identifying who gave a donation is also 
sent to the person or the family of the person who 
was honored/remembered. Here is a list of all who 
have been honored and remembered through a 
donation to FHUMC this past month:

IN MEMORY OF: 

A NOTE FROM MIKE:
With the church shut down and us unable to 
meet face to face, I’m offering several online 
opportunities for students to come together 
over the Scripture. 

We have our ongoing You Version Bible study, 
facilitated within the app of the same name. 
This is a weekly passage of Scripture and 
short devotional that releases on Wednesday 
by lunch available to all who follow me (Mike) 
in the app. Instructions for how to download 
and follow me were emailed to all parents 
right after the announcement that we’d not be 
able to meet. If you did not receive that email, 
please email me and I’ll add you!

Similarly, I’ve converted the typical Sunday 
night message to a video format that I send 
to the inbox (same email addresses as the 
instructions for You Version, so again - if you 
haven’t been receiving these please let me 
know) of our parents. The email includes 
a video teaching segment and discussion 
questions for the students to work through 
on their own or for a family to talk through 
together.

I’m also making intentional contact with the 
students with text messages and other social 
media connections while we’re apart...but 
it’s just not the same! I miss your students 
and can’t wait to rejoin them in communal 
fellowship.
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Back  pack
ministryby Brenda Lambert

Backpack Ministry has been super busy getting bags 
packed with extra food to deliver to all of our schools 
before they closed due to the Coronavirus.

We delivered our regular Friday bags on March 13.  
We were able to get all bags packed with 28 food 
items and delivered to all 23 of our 24 schools before 
school ended Monday (16th)  so our backpack 
children would have extra food.  God sent 30-35 
volunteers to help us Monday.  The van delivered 
carts filled with bags of food, people put bags and 
carts in their cars and all was delivered by 3:00.

Bibb County Board of Education is delivering 
bagged lunches to 65 sites around Macon.  We are 
in contact with the board of education and waiting to 
see if they need our help.  We are so blessed to have 
our regular teams that pack every week, our church 
family, community partners and regular volunteers 
that drive the van 6 hours every Friday to deliver 
carts of food.

Pictured are 2 groups from Mercer and Northway 
Church who helped pack bags of food and stock 
food in bins.  We are so grateful to Middle Georgia 
Community Food Bank that they were stocked with 
backpack, child friendly food so we would have 
enough food for our 1,902 students.  God has 
blessed this ministry and we are so grateful for all 
our volunteers who give endlessly of their time and 
money to support us.

Continue to pray for our students, teachers and schools as they adjust to 
these unprecedented times we are going through. 

FINANCIAL REPORT
Our current health crisis is having rippling effects and 
causing economic concerns for many. We are aware 
that many of you are feeling the pinch, as well. We are 
praying for each of you to know the provision of God, 
our Provider, “Who will meet all your needs from His 
glorious riches, which have been given to us in Jesus 
Christ” (Phil. 4:19, NLT). 

We want to assure you that your church staff, Finance 
Committee, and Trustees are all working together to 
make sure we continue to use all donations received 
by the church in responsible, God-honoring ways. We 
have already taken the step to cut all non-essential 
spending. We are keeping a close eye on available 
resources just like we always have. As you can imagine, 
not meeting together can make it difficult for people 

to give their regular tithes and offerings. During this 
time, here are other ways to give:

ONLINE: www.foresthillsmacon.com  
(click on the “Give” tab in the top right corner) 

CHECKS: Mail to our church address: 
1217 Forest Hill Road • Macon, GA 31210 

(We have a new locking mailbox for security measures)

If you have any questions or concerns, need prayer or 
provision, please contact us. 

Your Servant in Christ, Tammy Humphries  
tammyhumphries@foresthillsmacon.com or  
(478) 477-1161 ext.108
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MISSIONS OFFERING
This month’s Missions offering will go to our 
Pastor’s Benevolence Fund at Forest Hills 
UMC. Throughout the year, we are contacted 
by people in our community who have fallen 
on hard times for one reason or another and 
this year with the crisis we are all facing the 
need is likely to be even greater!  While there 
are many organizations that can provide help, 
and we refer folks to these ministries as often as 
we can, there are times when our ministry team 
feel compelled to meet the need ourselves with 
money from the Benevolence Fund. Once a 
year, our Missions offering helps replenish this 
fund, and gifts that are left at the altar during 

communion also go to this fund. As you give this 
month, consider two things. First, Jesus himself 
told us “the poor you will always have with 
you,” and yet the Bible is full of instructions to 
help the poor and downtrodden whenever we 
have the opportunity. Matthew 5:42 says, “Give 
to everyone who asks you for something.” As a 
church, we give in so many ways, thank you in 
advance for your participation in this one. You 
can give an offering with Missions offering or 
Benevolence Fund on the memo line or give 
online to the Missions offering with Pastor’s 
Benevolence Fund noted  in the Memo line 
there.  This is a stressful time for all of us and 
YOU may be able to help someone else.  

Good news! Great Joy! 
As we are experiencing 
a world-wide pandemic 
and its effects, let’s not 
forget that shoeboxes 
are being distributed 
in over 70,000 events 
around the world and 

children and their families are coming to know our 
Savior! While we are “social distancing”, our God is 
urging us to “draw near” to Him on behalf of all the 
children and volunteers who are sharing the hope 
of the gospel through shoeboxes. As our friends 
at Blair Furniture are closing their business as a 
Macon staple, they are still finding joy in donating 
hundreds of sunglasses to Operation Christmas 
Child for our shoeboxes. Those sunglasses, a very 
simple gift, will help preserve the vision of children 
in sunny climes who receive them. Let’s remember 
that “in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer 
through Him who loved us” (Rom 8:37) and press 

forward in our efforts to reach children with the 
gospel through OCC! 
OCC is currently working to reach over 100 
Unreached People Groups and has done the math 
to figure out that within the next 10 years, we have 
the capacity to reach every remaining Unreached 
People Group with the gospel of Jesus Christ! The 
Southeast Regional goal for OCC this year is to 
collect 1,000,000 boxes. Thus, OCC leaders have 
asked us to: 1. Increase our shoebox count by 10% 
this year (for FHUMC, this would only be about 30 
more boxes); 2. Encourage other churches (aiming 
for 10) in our area to participate in OCC; and 3. 
Pray for volunteers to join the local area team to 
promote OCC. Let’s see how God might answer 
our prayers as we become convinced that “neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom 8: 38-39)

Macon Outreach is collecting RAZORS, DEODORANT AND USED 
MEN’S BELTS for those in need. If you are able to donate, please 
place your items in the Missions Cabinet at the canopy entrance.



STAFF
Baxter Hurley, Pastor 
baxterhurley@foresthillsmacon.com

Teresa Edwards, Adult Discipleship 
teresaedwards@foresthillsmacon.com

Jeremy Wilson, Family Pastor 
jeremywilson@foresthillsmacon.com 

Mike Adkins, Youth Director 
michaeladkins@foresthillsmacon.com

Kelly Miller, Children’s Director 
kellymiller@foresthillsmacon.com

Jessi Timmerman, Children’s Director 
jessitimmerman@foresthillsmacon.com 

Luke Roberson, Traditional Music Director

Brant Snow, Organist 

Doss Edwards, 8:30 Worship Leader

Tammy Humphries, Executive Pastor 
tammyhumphries@foresthillsmacon.com

Nahcole Crist, Financial Secretary 
nahcolecrist@foresthillsmacon.com

Sondra Hinson, Receptionist/Hostess 
sondrahinson@foresthillsmacon.com

Leigh Hinton, Sanctuary Respite Ministry, 
Director • leighhinton@foresthillsmacon.com

The Bookers 
Amazima Ministries

Sam Joh nson 
My Vision for Refugees

MISSIONARIES

1 Marshall Massey 
Jeff Dyson 
Blythe Minshew

2 Ron Gay 
Amanda Perofsky

3 Bob Brown 
Scott Stejskal

4 Jim Dyson 
Blake Wilson 
Tommy Pollock

5 Jeanene Meriwether 
Christi Watson 
Melissa Smith 
Maggie Verner 
Emma Robinson

6 Milly Lewis
7 Robin Heaton
8 Flo Fountain 

Tommy Anderson 
Dave Fountain

9 Joy Booth
9 Josh Johnson

10 Emma Carter 
Ashlynn Hilliard 
Rebecca Jones 
Mike Adkins 
Marty Everett 
Hope Shields

11 Gene Christianson 
Alan Bickford

12 Connor Martin
14 Carolyn Gibson 

Riley Fleckenstein 
Marcia Barber 
Clay Bowie

15 Don Card
16 Ansley Teipel
17 Dianne Sweckard
18 Ashley Welesko
19 Carolyn Scarborough 

Matthew Marshall
20 Annette Barnette
21 Ed Hall

22 Melba Collier 
Carl Wrye 
Nick Johstono

23 Betty Nelson 
Judy Brown 
Sara Utley

25 Lily Tyson
26 Eloise McCullough 

Jane Skalko
27 Jordan Everett 

Jake Prather
28 Bobby Pope 

Duane Welesko 
Katie Holloway 
Bernice Branka

29 Larry Cox 
Hope Wood

30 Joyce Pyles 
Lem Redmond 
Josh Booth 
Andy Prather

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP
If you would like an interactive 

experience, where you can chat 
with other participants, please join 
our LiveStream worship on Sunday 

mornings at 9:45 A.M.
foresthills.online.church

SUNDAY SERVICES
If you would like to include information  

in our next newsletter, your  
information must be submitted by the  

second Wednesday of the month.  
You may email Stephanie Davis  

with your announcement at  
stephdavisdesigns@gmail.com.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

NON-PROFIT
US POSTAGE

PAID
MACON, GA

PERMIT NO. 63

Forest Hills United Methodist Church
1217 Forest Hill Road
Macon, Georgia 31210

APRIL BIRTHDAYS


