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...for donating to and volunteering at the 
Teacher Breakfast in August! We enjoyed 

serving the teachers and visiting with them. 
It was a blast! Thank you for loving our 

community and sharing the love of Jesus!

THANK YOU...
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During the month of September, I came across 
a Bible reading plan in which you read all four 
Gospels in 30 days. This sounds like a lot but 
really it's only three chapters a day which is very 
doable. It was a true joy to spend time in God's 
word with the plan as my guide. Of course, when 
we read the scripture, it's no surprise that what 
we read will show up other places in our life. 
What a gift this experience has been!

So all of us want to read the Bible but we often 
get discouraged or fall away because we don't 
have a plan. The solution is straightforward: 
make a plan. There are Bible reading plans for 
reading the Bible in a year, the book of Psalms 
in a month, reading around different themes, 
or reading one specific book over a period of 
time. Your Study Bible has plans in the back. 

The Youversion app offers lots of plans. Plans 
abound so find the one that is right for you. Set 
a date to start and a time each day to read. Get a 
Bible translation you understand. Take notes and 
ask questions. Pray before you start reading for 
open eyes and heart and after with gratitude for 
the experience of sharing with God in the holy 
word. 

As the days get shorter and the night  
comes sooner, embrace these words: 

“Your word is a lamp to guide 
my feet and a light for my path.”  

– Psalm 119:105
Yours in the Word, Teresa

READING YOUR BIBLE: HAVE A PLAN!

WAYS TO Keep Faith Alive
Introduce yourself to someone you don’t know at FHUMC.

Forest Hills UMC receives many donations given in 
memory or in honor of loved ones. Acknowledgment 
of Forest Hills’ gratitude is sent to each person who 
makes a donation. A letter of recognition identifying 
who gave a donation is also sent to the person or the 
family of the person who was honored/remembered. 
Here is a list of all who have been honored and 
remembered through a donation to FHUMC this 
past month:

IN MEMORY OF:
Marcus Gandy, Bobby Pope,  

Mary Wilson, Eloise Lord

IN HONOR OF:
Nahcole Crist, Joe Trupia

GOODTIMER 
HALLOWEEN BINGO
Tuesday, October 20 at 2:00PM 
Ministry Center
Come out for a ghoulish good time as we play bingo 
with fun mystery prizes and lots of good company. 
No costumes - 
just your best 
"mask" for social 
distancing. 

It's been too long 
so put this date on 
your calendar and 
let's get ready for 
some super scary 
fun together.
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FHKIDS
THIS MONTH

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
Mrs. Jessi and Mrs. Kelly have had so much fun celebrating 
birthdays with our friends! We would love to celebrate 
your child on their big day. If you would like to make sure 
we don’t miss your child’s birthday, please be sure we 
have that date!

BIG NEWS! 
KIDS MINISTRY IS REOPENING 
SUNDAY MORNINGS BEGINNING IN OCTOBER!

Our Nursery classrooms resumed September for children age 3 and 
younger. Now our Pre-K (3K & 4K) and Elementary (5K-5th Grade) 
classrooms will reopen during the 9:45 and 11:00 services. Extra safety 
measures will be in place to help keep our children and volunteers 
healthy. We know that reopening Kids Ministry will allow many families 
to return to in person worship services. We can't wait to share God's love 
and God's word with children in person again! Remember, Kids Ministry 
can't happen without our adult volunteers. Please contact Jessi or Kelly 
to learn more about the fun of serving in Kids Ministry. 

Our volunteer highlight this month is on Julie Tyson! Julie is married to Ira and 
they are a dynamic duo! They are a fun couple and enjoy playing sports together, 
especially pickleball! They have 2 children, Landon who is in middle school and 
fourth grader, Lily . This family is full of spunk and they always have fun stories 
to share. Julie is a globetrotter through her work with 3M. Ira is a secret agent at 
Warner Robins Air Force Base, just kidding! Julie has been serving in our Pre-K 
class for several years. She is great with our preschoolers and a joy to serve with. 
She is a faithful and dependable volunteer as well as a great friend to have! 
Thank you Julie!

KIDS MINISTRY VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHT
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Things are still relatively quiet on the youth front 
as we wrestle with the reality that much of what we 
would normally do remains off the table for safety 
reasons. But we’re meeting every Sunday during 
regular youth programming hours and 17:11, our 
Wednesday night Bible study, has returned now 
that Labor Day has come and gone. It runs from 
6:00pm-6:45pm sharp in the youth room each 
week.

One thing you might also have missed is a new tool 
for parents called The Parent Peek of the Week. 
These short videos are uploaded to the church 
website (foresthillsmacon.com/youth/parent-peek) 
and are designed to do three things:

1. Give you a quick summary of the most recent 
youth message (which you can always listen to 
in its entirety on the Messages page!)

2.  Make sure you stay informed on announcements, 
events, and deadlines (because students are 
sometimes unreliable messengers!)

3. Provide you with a simple and short means of 
talking with your student about the message 
during the week (to get you involved in your 
student’s faith development!)

Catch them by noon every Monday 
to stay informed and involved!

A NOTE FROM MIKE:

On August 29, 2020, New 
American Pathways, a prominent 
refugee resettlement agency in 
Atlanta, awarded its annual Friend 
of Freedom Award to Samuel 
Johnson for his work with My Vision for Refugees, 
Inc., and his Home of Hope orphanage in N’Zérékoré, 
Guinea, West Africa. He was unable to visit us this 
year because of the pandemic, and New American 
Pathways made their award in a virtual online format, 
which featured a 5-minute video message that 
Samuel recorded in Guinea. In the video, he tells 
some of his own history and that of Home of Hope. 
This is truly a high honor for Samuel. 

By John Dunaway

Below you’ll find the link to an 
article that appeared in Mercer’s 
online magazine, The Den. It gives 
a fuller story. There is also a link 
to the My Vision website with a 
3-minute video made at Forest 
Hills (thanks to Kelly Johnson). 
Please continue to pray for Samuel 
and the children at Home of Hope. 
They are growing and prospering 
in academic work, in community 

service, and in their spiritual growth. 

If you belong to a civic organization that might invite 
Samuel to speak during his next visit, please contact 
me a 478-719-3564 or dunaway_jm@mercer.edu. 
Let me know if you’d like to be added to the email 
distribution list for our quarterly newsletter.

https://den.mercer.edu/alumnus-journey-as-refugee-comes-full-circle-as-hes-named-friend-of-freedom/

https://www.myvision4refugees.org/short-video-about-home-of-hope/ 

PUMPKIN PATCH 2020 
We are sad to announce that due to Covid-19, our 
Annual Pumpkin Patch has been CANCELLED this year. 
We look forward to our 2021 Pumpkin Patch returning.
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FALL & HOLIDAY  
ACTIVITY 

CALENDAR
HALLOWEEN PARADE 

Saturday, October 24 
10:30 a.m.

SPOOKY BINGO 
Wednesday, October, 28 

10:30 a.m.

TURKEY SHOOT 
Wednesday, November 11 

10:30 a.m.

GRATITUDE PARADE 
Saturday, November 21 

10:30 a.m.

CHRISTMAS PARADE 
Saturday, December 19 

10:30 a.m.

CHAPEL & COMMUNION 
Wednesday, December 23 

10:30 a.m.

NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH! 
Thursday, December 31 

3:00 p.m.

Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursdays
Session 1.  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Pick-up, Drop off, Volunteer shift change  
& Sanitation 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Session 2. 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

$30.00 a session – Limit two sessions 
per week – More will be offered if SRM 
does not book completely – If we meet 

new friends and need more time, we will 
begin opening on Mondays. 

TAKE A STEP WITH US. 
WE’LL GROW TOGETHER.
3 Friends + 3 Hours + 3 Volunteers

Proudly presenting the new

THANK YOU FOR ONE FABULOUS YEAR OF LOVE AT SANCTUARY RESPITE MINISTRY!

VOLUNTEER 
TRAINING
Thursday, October 22 
10:00 a.m.  – 12:00 p.m.
OR 
Tuesday, October 27 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Realm link will be sent for 
volunteer registration.

REOPENING 
CELEBRATION
Sunday, November 1st 
3:00 p.m.

beginning Tuesday, November 3, 2020
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Charlotte & Asbury Stembridge, Sr., Dillon Lewis, 
Mae Jones, Beth Holland, Drexel Shelton, Joan Roe, 
Bill Hall, Melba Holmes, Linda Clark, Mary Irby, Nita 
Wrye, KC Caldwell (Karen Lebow granddaughter), 
Denise Andrews, Mike Attison, Denise Sorkness, 
Wesley Priest, Sherry Fullman (Melissa Smith’s 
sister), Ned & Sue DeJournett, Helen Hunnicutt, The 
Knowles Family, Nancy Gandy and Family, Steve 

PRAYER CONCERNS Pritchard (Mary Burns’ Father), Mandy Martin (Skip 
& Grace Holloway’s daughter), Tim and Christy 
Smith, Carol Pope and Family, and Ginger Jackson.
Those serving in the military: Payton Smith 
(Army), Matt Parrish (Army), Chris Allen, Sgt. 
Daniel Brennan, Sgt, Jeffrey Dyson, Justin 
Layman, Matthew Nylund, 1st Lt. Jamie Peacock, 
Kelley Sanders, SSgt. Stephanie Wammock, Bryan 
Caldon (Navy), Hunter Curl (Air Force), and Jacob 
Parrish (Army).

Please update request through church office if request needs to remain for the next month’s newsletter.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Thank you to all our faithful contributors!For the Month of August 2020: 

Monthly Budget .................................... $88,458.33
August Revenue ...................................  $81,446.43
August Expenses .................................  $75,363.20
Year to Date for 2020:
YTD Revenues as of 8/31/20 ............ $683,354.57*
YTD Expenses as of 8/31/20 ........... $642,007.83*
YTD Surplus/(Deficit) ........................ $41,346.74**

ONLINE: www.foresthillsmacon.com  
(click on the “Give” tab in the top right corner) 

CHECKS: Mail to our church address: 
1217 Forest Hill Road • Macon, GA 31210 

(We have a new locking mailbox for security measures)

Good news; you can now build a box online! I have 
set up a Goal page for Building a Shoebox online! 
Click on this link (if your newsletter is electronic) to 
build a box for FHUMC at https://build-a-shoebox.
samaritanspurse.org/goal/view/2489babe-7357-
432b-89bc-0bef80792f32 I set a goal of 400 
boxes because rather than being constrained by 
COVID-19, this is one way we at FHUMC can extend 
our outreach to share the gospel around the world! 
Yes, it will cost $25 a box, but with the way prices 
are climbing on everything, $25 with no shopping 
and shipping included is a bargain! Take that, devil! 
Rise up, Christians!

I put the final date for our goal for the first day 
of National Collection Week, Nov. 16-23. If you 
prefer to fill your own boxes, cardboard boxes are 
available for you outside of the Ministry Center and 
Sanctuary. These boxes have been in storage since 
last year, so fear not—no exposure to coronavirus! 
Select as many as you wish and fill them up or 
have a friend pick them up for you if you are still in 
quarantine. Lots of items appropriate for shoeboxes 
may be purchased online, and I have some “filler 
items” such as sunglasses and hairbrushes that 
you may use for your shoeboxes. We also have 
15 beautifully filled boxes ready for someone to 
provide shipping, to be sent with your love and 
prayers (call or text Lynn 478-320-0496). No matter 
how difficult coronavirus has made our lives, it has 
surely had an even stronger effect on the children 
who will be receiving our shoeboxes! I’m praying 
that we will have an amazing harvest ready to go for 
National Collection Week. Maybe we were called 
into His kingdom to be a blessing for “such a time 
as this” (Esther 4:14). 

BUILD A BOX 
ONLINE! 

*Note: These amounts include release of Trustee Emergency Funds (revenue) and payment of new HVAC system/unit 
in the Sanctuary and Ministry Center (expense).   **Note: surplus is being held for planned/usual expenses
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Back  pack
ministryby Brenda Lambert

Backpack is always grateful to community volunteers 
and donors. Mercer student, Lauryn Harris, adopted 
childhood food insecurity as her platform for Ms. 
Omega Psi Phi Pageant. She used the money she 
collected to purchase food for Backpack. Thank you 
to Navicent Employees for awarding Backpack with 
a $10,000 grant from HEAT Grant Foundation.

School has started even though students are not 
physically in the school building. School counselors 
are working hard to provide bags of food for their 
children who need it for the weekend. We have 
26 schools this year. Please be in prayer as these 
children try to learn at home and teachers try to 
teach.

NEED HELP: Because of COVID-19, we are 
disinfecting each plastic bin as they are emptied. 
We are in need of volunteers to wipe down plastic 
bins and lids using disinfectant wipes. This can be 
done any time during the week and volunteers can 
commit to any amount of time – 30 minutes once 
a week, etc. Please check with Brenda Lambert at 
478-747-2348 to schedule a time so you will be 
the only one at the house. All cleaning supplies 
are in the Backpack house.

MISSIONS OFFERING 
BACKPACK MINISTRY
Our Mission Offering Focus for October is our very 
own Backpack Ministry!  As you all know the Pumpkin 
Patch is usually Forest Hills main event in the month 
of October and the profits from this have gone to 
support our Backpack Ministry for the last several 
years.  It has blessed our Food coffers with $10,000 
to $13,000 each year – money that we won’t be 
collecting this year for our kids.  And even though 
schools have not been running a regular schedule 
and doing much virtual work, our Backpack folks have 
been feeding kids over the summer by finding ways 
to deliver bags of food where they are needed and 
are working on plans for getting them to the children 
now that school has started back.  And virtual school 
makes it even more of a challenge, even though the 
risk of going hungry is greater.

Our Backpack Ministry feeds children in 26 schools in 
Bibb County and surrounding counties and it makes 
a big difference in these children’s lives.  There is so 
much uncertainty in their lives, especially right now 
when there is so much in all of our lives.  But food 
insecurity affects every aspect of their lives.  Children 

can’t get a good night’s sleep when they’re hungry.  
Children can’t concentrate and learn when they’re 
hungry.  Children can’t behave as well when they’re 
hungry.  Food on the weekends is a true blessing to 
these families.  

There are so many ways to be a part of this wonderful 
ministry.  Most important you can pray for the 
Backpack Ministry and the children it serves.  Many of 
you help pack the weekend bags w/food and drinks 
and others of you deliver the food to the schools.  
This month (or any month) you can also support them 
financially.  Go to ‘Give’ at the Forest Hills website, 
put in your amount and designate your offering for 
Backpack Ministry.  It will go straight to feeding some 
children one weekend soon.



STAFF
To contact our staff during this time, please 
contact the church office (478-477-1161) and 
leave a message at their extension (listed 
below). The messages go to their email and  
they will get back to you promptly.
Baxter Hurley, Pastor , ext. 107 
baxterhurley@foresthillsmacon.com
Teresa Edwards, Adult Discipleship, ext. 105 
teresaedwards@foresthillsmacon.com
Jeremy Wilson, Family Pastor, ext. 102 
jeremywilson@foresthillsmacon.com 
Mike Adkins, Youth Director, ext. 106 
michaeladkins@foresthillsmacon.com
Kelly Miller, Children’s Director, ext. 104 
kellymiller@foresthillsmacon.com
Jessi Timmerman, Children’s Director, ext. 103 
jessitimmerman@foresthillsmacon.com 
Luke Roberson, Traditional Music Director 
luke@foresthillsmacon.com
Brant Snow, Organist 
Doss Edwards, 8:30 Worship Leader
Tammy Humphries, Executive Pastor, ext. 108 
tammyhumphries@foresthillsmacon.com
Nahcole Crist, Financial Secretary, ext. 101 
nahcolecrist@foresthillsmacon.com
Sondra Hinson, Receptionist/Hostess, ext. 100 
sondrahinson@foresthillsmacon.com
Leigh Hinton, Sanctuary Respite Ministry, Director 
leighhinton@foresthillsmacon.com • 478-259-3627

The Bookers 
Amazima Ministries

Sam Joh nson 
My Vision for Refugees

MISSIONARIES

2 Pat Yeomans 
Brad Poland 
Anne Ulmer

3 Winnie Francavage 
Cathy Lord 
Shawn Lasker

4 Sue Shipp

6 Sonia Bobbitt 
Rachel Braxton 
Nate Frankum 
David Welesko 
Aaron Brooks 
Eileen Hoogstad 
Melvin Little 
Mike Zebell 
Christina Price 
Timothy Grant

7 Andgelia Kelly 
Matt Crist 
Jim Grigsby

8 Evan Teipel 
Barbara Stickel 
Meri Elam Gordon 
Joe Hoogstad

8 Sydney Everett 
Beth Pollock 
Freida Thompson 
Dottie Merchant

10 Pam Griggs 
Derek McAleer 
Jake Ricks 
Betty Jones

11 Dick Nable 
Hannah Johstono

12 Rossana Carter 
Wallace Miller

13 Hannah Wood

14 Zack Welch 
Keely Patterson

17 Druid Preston 
Clark Goode 
Bert Holt

18 Lou Wilson 
Jay Smith 
Jackson McKenzie 
MaryBeth Tolle

20 Roy Griffis

20 Carol Pope 
Joyce Dell 
Bill Sudderth 
Ray Timmerman 
Justin Turner 
Amy Hooper 
Anita Dailey

21 Michelle Bridges

22 Helen Stembridge 
Sutherlin Tanner

23 Anne Rehberg 
John Walker 
Brandon Tolle 
Desmond Rawls

24 Lillian James 
Jim Palmiter 
Gail Foster 
Tim Merchant

25 Rad Massey 
Jessi Timmerman 
Janice Whitaker

26 Carolyn Shelton 
Brian Gordon 
Beth Holland

26 Nick Ricks 
Gabrielle Cotter

27 B.R. Crawford 
Robin Wyche 
John Barber 
Dallas Ricks 
Chris Belvin 
Ollie Timley 
Barbara Wolfe

28 Susie Greene 
Olivia Fleckenstein

29 Frank Green 
Barbara Turner

29 David Hullings 
Lacey Turner

30 Jeremy Wilson 
Lisa Darnell 
Jeanette Goode 
Annalee Aplin

31 Joy Bechtel 
Libby Coleman 
Levi Medina

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP
Join our LiveStream worship on 
Sundays at 9:45 or 11:00 A.M.

SUNDAY SERVICES
If you would like to include information  

in our next newsletter, your  
information must be submitted by the  

second Wednesday of the month.  
You may email Stephanie Davis  

with your announcement at  
stephdavisdesigns@gmail.com.
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