
 

 

40 Days of Prayer – Beginners Guide to Prayer 
Sunday, January 13, 2019  

“God has planted eternity in the human heart.” Ecclesiastes 3:11 
 

Prayer is not a magic wand_______. 
 

Prayer is not fire extinguisher_____. 
 

Prayer is not a negotiation with God.  
 

Prayer is not ritual to relieve guilt__. 
  
 Prayer is not a PUNISHMENT. 

 Prayer is not a PENANCE____. 

 Prayer is a PRIVILEGE ______. 

 

Four Pillars of Prayer 
 

1. God loves for me to talk to Him.  
 

“The Lord is like a father to his children, tender and 

compassionate to those who fear him.” Psalm 103:13 

 

When we pray nothing is off limits.  

“And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for 

anything that pleases him. And since we know he hears us when we 

make our requests, we also know that he will give us what we ask 

for.” 1 John 5:14 - 15  

 

2. God listens to simple, sincere prayers.  
 

“I am weary with my groaning; 

Every night I soak my bed with tears, 

I drench my couch with my weeping.” 

Psalm 6:5-7 Amplified Bible 

 

“Let us come near to God with a sincere heart and a sure faith”                

Hebrews 10:22 Good News Translation 

 

3. God loves to show His grace by answering. 
 

"This is what the LORD says – the LORD who made the earth, who 

formed and established it, whose name is the LORD: Ask me and I 

will tell you remarkable secrets you do not know about things to 

come.” Jeremiah 33:2 - 3 

 

"If you, being imperfect and sinful parents, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father 

give good gifts to those who ask him?” Matthew 7:11 

 

4. God longs to be close to you.  

 

“So the LORD must wait for you to come to him so he can show 

you his love and compassion. For the LORD is a faithful God. 

Blessed are those who wait for his help.”  Isaiah 30:18 

 

“There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no 

longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his 

slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything 

the Father told me.” John 15:13-15 (NLT) 
 

     You were created for a friendship with God 

 

“I was in the prime of life, God All-Powerful was my closest 

friend” Job 29:4 (CEV) 

 

"Draw close to God, and God will draw close to you.”  

James 4:8    
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