
Searching For Meaning Under The Sun (Ecclesiastes 1:1-11)

“In order to be prepared to hope in what does not deceive, we must first lose hope in everything that 
deceives.”  ~Georges Bernanos

Context of Ecclesiastes for the Jews: It was read during the Feast of Tabernacles

"Live in temporary shelters for seven days: All native-born Israelites are to live in such shelters so your 
descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in temporary shelters when I brought them out of 
Egypt.  I am the Lord your God."  (Leviticus 23:42-43)

Context of Ecclesiastes in the Bible: Proverbs and Ecclesiastes work together to provide wisdom for all 
of life’s circumstances.

Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisors they succeed.  (Proverbs 15:22)

Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.  
(Proverbs 22:6)

What do people gain from all their labors at which they toil under the sun?  (Ecclesiastes 1:3)

Context of Solomon’s wisdom in Ecclesiastes:

Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the people of the East, and greater than all the 
wisdom of Egypt…..He spoke three thousand parables and his songs numbered a thousand and five.  He 
spoke about plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of walls.  He also spoke 
about animals and birds, reptiles and fish.  From all nations people came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, 
sent by all the kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom.  (1 Kings 5:30, 32-34) 

“the Teacher” (Ecclesiastes 1:1) = Qoheleth (or Koheleth)

“Meaningless” (Ecclesiastes 1:2) = Hebel (occurs 38 times in Ecclesiastes) = has been translated 
“breath, vapor, meaningless, vanity, futility, brevity, absurdity” 

“under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:3) occurs 29 times in Ecclesiastes and is an ancient way of describing 
life in the world.

Even though there is nothing new under the sun, all things become new under the _____________.

Because of the Lord’s faithful love we do not perish, for his mercies never end.  They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness!  (Lamentations 3:22-23)

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and 
with the people of Judah.”  (Jeremiah 31:31)

“A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another.”  (John 13:34)



In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
which is poured out for you.”  
(Luke 22:20)

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and, see, the new has 
come!  (2 Corinthians 5:17)

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”  (Revelation 21:5)

Questions for Reflection & Response:

1) What areas of your life feel meaningless and futile right now?  Have you surrendered those 
areas to the authority of Christ?

2) What earthly, temporary things have you been elevating to an eternal status?  (and, thus, falling 
prey to the sin of idolatry)
  
3) How can you live generously this week and bless others financially, materially, relationally, and 
spiritually? (in recognition of the brevity of life)


